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Best Wishes to Pastor John – Welcome to Pastor Jim 

 

 On August 26th, we as a congregation celebrated Pastor John’s 
retirement.  He has served us well for the past 5-1/2 years.  He has 
reached many people at various points in their lives.  Marriage, 
Confirmation, Illness, Death and Open and Affirming, he has been with 
his people. 
 
 His tender heart and his sympathetic ear will long be 
remembered.  His “down-to-earth” approach was appreciated by all.  
The request for prayer concerns of all variety were encouraged and 
answered prayer was celebrated. 
 
 His love of music from the classics to gospel, his love of people 
from senior years to infants, endeared him to all of us. 
 We wish John and Carol many years of happiness in retirement.  
“Take my hand, the best is yet to come.” 
  
 Our new pastor, Jim Link will begin here September 4th.  Jim, 
and he prefers Pastor Jim to Rev. Jim, his wife Denise and children 
Emma and Isaac are welcomed to our North Ridgeville Church and we 
look forward to getting to know them.  
 
 We know Pastor Jim to be warm and friendly and look forward 
to a smooth transition.  He recalls several North Ridgeville names and 
believes in “outreach”, which is a good match here due to the efforts of 
our Outreach Committee. 
 
 Jim was the choice of our Search Committee, and we urge 
members and friends to offer the family the right hand of fellowship as 
we as a congregation begin another church year serving God’s people.  
From Pastor Jim we may learn even new ways to reaching out. 
 
 Welcome and God Bless, Pastor Jim, Denise, Emma and Isaac.

First Congregational United Church of Christ, 
36363 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville, OH 44039 

 Phone: (440) 327-2921 ~ Fax:  (440) 327-3647 
Web Site:  www.fccalive.org 

 

To share 
Faith, 
Hope 
and 
Love 
with all. 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

9:00 am 

Adult Sunday School  

10:00 am 

Worship Service 

Children’s Sunday School 

 

Following Worship Service 

Refreshments & 

Fellowship 



Moderator's Moment  – Regenia Comerford 
 (Combined with Pastor’s report) 

 
 

Christian Education Corner  – Mary Karlovec 
September is here and that ushers in 

the start of a new Sunday School year!  
Sunday School for preschool through 12th 

grade begins on Sunday, September 16th.  
Children/youth will begin in the church service 
and will leave after the special music.  I am 
still in need of 2-3 teachers, one for the 

preschool and 1-2 for the primary class.  
You would only have to teach once every 3 
weeks and that is flexible!  I will have the 
lessons and supplies available for you in 
advance.  PLEASE consider this important 
ministry in our church!  Nancy Franks and 
Heather Smith will be overseeing the 
middle/high school group again this year.  For 
the preschool class so far, Jenny Anderson and 
Sandy Chalkwater have agreed to teach. 
Thanks to them for their ministry! 

Our youth will kick off their year 
with a lock-in beginning on Saturday, 
September 22nd at 6PM through the end 
of coffee hour on Sunday, September 23.  
We will be planning the events for the year, 
baking cookies, and planning the worship time 
to share our experiences at National Youth 
Event(NYE).  There will be time for fun and 
games too.  Be looking for information via our 
Facebook page and your e-mail!   

The youth will be selling comma 
shaped cookies on Sunday, September 

23rd during coffee hour as a fundraiser.  
One of the things the youth participated in at 
NYE was a work project at a local elementary 
school.  They cleaned and shelved books in the 
school library.  In doing so, they noticed that 
they did not have a good selection of current 
titles and authors especially for the grades 2 
and above.  With the selling of the cookies, 
they hope to raise money to purchase at an 
upcoming Scholastic Books warehouse sale, 
books for this school.   Some people have 
asked if they can donate gently used books 

that they might have.  Unfortunately that is not 
possible for this cause as there are specific 
authors and titles we must select from.  
However, if you have gently used children 
books, please pass them on to Christian 
Education.  We would like to start a small 
children’s lending library and those we cannot 
use we will pass on to the Outreach book sale! 

SAVE THE DATE!  Sunday October 
28th, the Board of Christian Education will 

be hosting SAFE HALLOWEEN/TRUNK OR 

TREAT NIGHT! More information will be in 
the October Messenger. 

Finally, on Saturday, August 25th, I 
represented our congregation at the special 
meeting of the Western Reserve/Eastern Ohio 
Conferences to recommend the Rev. Dr. Rita 
M. Root as the Associations NEW General 
Minister.  Both conferences will be sharing one 
General Minister now.  Rev. Dr. Root comes to 
us from the New York Conference where she 
has been the Interim Conference Minister since 
2009. Prior to that, she was the Interim 
Conference Minister for the Chicago 
Association, overseeing 104 churches in the 
Chicago area.  The Search Committee for both 
associations have worked long and diligently to 
find the best possible candidate for the job.   

Trustees Turn – Roy Dreger 
 Summer is almost over and that means 
things are starting up around the church. I 
received an email from the Cub Scouts about 
the start of their new season (they take the 
summer off). Two more AA groups have asked 
to use the church facilities but their requests 
had to be declined due to the number of 
events already going on and the lack of 
available time slots. Plus you have the Girl 
Scouts still meeting. On the other hand, 4H is 
going on vacation until the spring. It still 
makes for a busy church with the existing four 
AA groups, Jazzercise and the regular board 
meetings and other church related functions. 
 August 16th I met with a painter to get 
an estimate for the painting of the sanctuary 
ceiling. He explained how it would make sense 
to paint the entire ceiling as there were 
problem areas in all but one of the sections 



between beams. He also explained that he 
could not match the paint exactly, so painting 
just the areas that have been repaired would 
not work. He also pointed out that after putting 
up the scaffolding necessary to do the repairs, 
the actual painting would be relatively simple. 
He told me that the walls and ceiling in our 
church were in fairly good condition compared 
to some other churches. He has one church to 
repair where the work will take more than a 
month because the ceiling is literally falling 
apart and landing on people. 
 August 17th the parking lot is set to be 
sealed (weather permitting). This was a repair 
that we should have seen coming, but it snuck 
up on us and we had not thought about doing 
it yet nor the cost involved. It would be a 
shame to let the parking lot deteriorate after 
putting so much money into it.  
 Last week I met with a contractor to get 
an estimate for the repair of the wood around 
the roof of the sanctuary and bell tower. The 
estimates are not in yet, but I can't imagine 
that it can be done cheaply. There are places 
where the wood has rotted out and needs to 
be completely replaced. Other places need only 
to be painted. The openings that are there give 
bats and other 'critters' a way to get in. 
 I mention these expenses to show you 
how important it is to keep your pledges 
current, even during vacation times. As always, 
the trustees appreciate your contributions that 
help to maintain your church. 
   Respectfully submitted,  
   Roy Dreger 

Outreach Committee News - Edie Phillips 

Community Care 
 Children will be returning to school at 
the end of this month and many families 
cannot afford clothes. Outreach will be taking 
donations for basic needs; shoes any size, boys 
and girls, socks, underwear, shirts. Jeans, size 
8 and up, and any new clothes items. Bring 
your donations to the church and place them in 
the community care box. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
 Nancy and I attended an informative 
meeting to learn about the many volunteer 

opportunities and the many more services 
available through Habitat for Humanity.  A 
ReStore has been opened in Lorain. The 
address is 214 East 34th St. Surplus materials 
or slightly damaged materials taken out of a 
remodeling projects can be donated. The 
general public can purchase any of these items 
at a greatly reduced price. 100% of the profits 
support the mission of Lorain County Habitat 
for Humanity. Thanks to the dedicated and 
generous supporters and volunteers, Habitat 
for Humanity has built or renovated over 
226,000 houses, providing shelter to more 
then 1.1 million people nationwide. If you need 
more information call; 440-244-1046 or email 
at: www.loraincountyhabitat.org or                
  ReStore@habitatoflorainco.org 
 We will host a book sale in October so 
save your books. All proceeds will be given to 
Community Care.  More information coming on 
this later. 
 Outreach voted to give $120.00 to 
Heifer International. whose mission is to help 
the hungry become self-reliant. This was 
started in 1944 when a Midwestern farmer, 
and church leader, Dan West, rallied the 
support of his congregation to donate heifers 
to families in need .   Matthew 10:42: And if 
you give even a cup of cold water to one of the 
least of my followers, you will surely be 
rewarded. 
 We will be making a plea for donations 
for Neighbors in Need.  We will be having 
Mission Moments explaining NIN.  The 
collection will be Oct. 7th. 
 We will miss Pastor John as he leaves us 
the end of August. We, the Outreach 
Committee wish him well.  
Nancy Franks, Ann Olesen , Jean Griffith, Barb 
Zinsmeister, Peg Hopkins and Edie Phillips 

 

Deacon’s Desk –  Keith Schoonover 

 
No Report  

 
 
 
 



  

 

Ladies Book Fellowship Group  
 Our next meeting will be September 17th 
at 7:00pm and we will be reading the following 
Barbara Delinsky’s “Escape”. 
 Emily Aulenbach is thirty, a lawyer 
married to a lawyer, working in Manhattan. An 
idealist, she had once dreamed of representing 
victims of corporate abuse, but she spends her 
days in a cubicle talking on the phone with vic-
tims of tainted bottled water—and she is on 
the bottler’s side.  
 And it isn’t only work. It’s her sister, her 
friends, even her husband, Tim, with whom 
she doesn’t connect the way she used to. She 
doesn’t connect to much in her life, period, 
with the exception of three things—her 
computer, her Blackberry, and her watch.  
 Acting on impulse, Emily leaves work 
early one day, goes home, packs her bag, and 
takes off. Groping toward the future, 
uncharacteristically following her gut rather 
than her mind, she heads north toward a New 
Hampshire town tucked between mountains. 
 She knows this town. During her college 
years, she spent a watershed summer here. 
Painful as it is to return, she knows that if she 
is to right her life, she has to start here. 

 Birthdays for September: 

 
 
 

 

 

Anniversaries for September: 

 

Ushers & Greeters for September: 

Sept 2 Joe Pesch, Ed Connolly, Bob Franks 

 
Sept 9 

Gayle Hannold, Shirley Sunyak, 
 Edie Phillips 

 
Sept 16 

Tom Packard, June Yost,  
Lynne Petroff, Joe Pesch 

 
Sept 23 

Krista O’Neill, Edie Phillips,  
Becky Williams 

 
Sept 30 

Barb Zinsmeister, Ed Connolly, 
 Mary Ireland 

 Nurse Parish Health Notes: - Karen 
Dreger 
 Due to high interest and signup for free 
PSA testing and other lab work, our screening 
date is now September 16.  Lab draws for 
testing will start at 11:00 AM immediately after 
church.  What is available?....... 
•  Free PSA screening. This is a marker for 
prostate cancer for men ages 40 and up. No 
fasting is needed.  
•  Complete chemistry profile which includes a 
lipid panel for cholesterol. There is a $12.00 
fee (this usually costs in the area of $225.00). 
Fasting is necessary. 
•  TSH for those who have or suspect they 
have a thyroid problem. There is a $4.00 fee 
and fasting is preferred. 
•  Hgb A1c testing for known diabetics. There 
is a $12.00 fee and fasting is preferred. 
 Please tell family and friends and sign 
up for the tests you want. Sign up sheets are 
in the Narthex and also in Fellowship Hall or 
you may contact Lynne Petroff at 440 353 
0434 or Karen Dreger at 440 937 6522. Please 

Sept. 2 Sandy Gast 

Sept. 7 Becky Williams 

Sept. 10 Jody Millar 

Sept. 14 Betty Noland 

Sept. 17 Vi Elrod 

Sept. 17 Linda Matis 

Sept. 18 Billie Bier 

Sept. 23 Mary Ireland 

Sept. 24 Holly Chalkwater 

Sept. 25 Rich Vulcan 

Sept. 26 Brenda Do 

Sept. 29 Karen Mytnick 

Sept. 12 Tom & Vonnie Packard 

Sept. 20 Pete & Karen Veliconia 

 N O T E W O R T H Y 



sign up ASAP.  Fees by cash or check. No one 
will be denied.   

 
PAST TO PRESENT CAR SHOW….MONEY          

            MAKER PROJECT 
DATE:  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2012 
TIME:   12:30 – 4:30 PM 
 HELP NEEDED:  WORK SHEET will be in 
August Bulletin each Sunday.  Please fill in all 
areas you are willing to help.  We NEED an ALL 
CHURCH EFFORT to make this event a 
SUCCESS.  Place the Work Sheet in the 
Offering Plate, give to the Secretary, or give to 
Nancy Franks. 
 DOOR PRIZES:  Door prizes of ALL 
KINDS will be greatly appreciated.  Items such 
as: Gas Cards, Restaurant Gift Cards, Auto 
items or Gift Cards to those stores that sell 
auto items, Books of Specialty Cars from the 
years of the 1920’s to 1970’s, etc..etc.  Bring 
to the church or give to Bob or Nancy Franks.  
Thank You in advance. 
 Monetary gifts should be in an envelope 
marked “Past to Present Car Show”, checks 
made out to First Congregational UCC.  Put in 
the Offering Plate, give to Secretary, or to Bob 
or Nancy Franks.  (ALL money will be placed in 
a Special Car Show, Account/UCC Acct., 
accounted for by our church treasurer). 
 The profits made from this CAR SHOW 
will help to fund the Sanctuary Ceiling Repair 
and Painting Project.  We need this SHOW to 
bring in a good return for our efforts. 
 Please be generous in giving of your 
time, your talents, your offerings, and gifts to 
make this SHOW happen.  More to follow as 
needed.  
  Flyers are available in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Feel free to make copies of it to pass out 
to friends and groups you work with, and/or 
spend free time with.  
  LET’S GET THE WORD OUT to the 
PUBLIC so we have lots of people attend the 
event.  Yes, it will be in the newspapers. 

 
 

TIPS TO STAY COOL & HELP THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
 Pledge to lower your shades each day. 
Sure, it takes a little effort, but it pays off by 
reducing heat gain from outside, especially in 
south-facing and west-facing windows. Choose 
light-colored shades to most effectively reflect 
the Sun’s rays. 
 Planting trees in the right spots around 
an unshaded home can reduce summer air 
conditioning bills by 15 to 50%.  The house 
also stays cooler. 
 Summer heat can lead to a powerful 
thirst.  Hydrate responsibly! 
 Pledge to break the disposable water 
habit by using refillable bottles or jugs. It could 
help reduce toxic greenhouse gases and landfill 
waste – a refreshing change for us all. 
 Leave the car in the garage this summer 
and pledge to have some fun right in your own  
backyard. You'll reduce fuel consumption and 
lower greenhouse gas emissions. And you 
won't have to hear, "Are we there yet?" 
 Help keep yourself protected outdoors 
with OFF! Botanicals® Lotion, Towelettes and 
Spritz. They contain a plant-based repellent to 
protect against pesky mosquitos, black flies, 
and gnats. 

Recycle Your Everyday Plastics-Every Day 

 Nearly all Americans have access to a 
plastics recycling program, which means you 
and your family can likely help the environment 
by recycling lots of everyday plastics around 
your home. You’ve heard it before: every day 
is Earth Day—so it’s time to recycle every day. 

 Many community recycling programs are 
accepting more and more plastics—and you 
may be surprised to learn how many types of 
plastic packaging can be recycled into new, 
useful products! 

• Beverage bottles made with 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET) plastic 
are collected in most curbside programs. 
This plastic is often melted, stretched 
into a fine thread, and then woven into 



soft, durable fabrics used to make 
things such as clothing, upholstery, and 
carpeting. (Tip: it’s okay to leave the 
caps on the bottles; they’ll be removed 
and processed separately at the 
recycling facility.) 

• Detergent and cleaning product 

bottles are usually made with high-
density polyethylene (HDPE), a strong, 
corrosion-resistant plastic. It is often 
recycled into outdoor furniture and 
other durable products such as plastic 
lumber, park benches, roadside curbs, 
truck cargo liners, trash receptacles—
and new bottles. (Tip: rinse your bottles 
with water before tossing them in the 
recycling bin to remove remnants of the 
detergent or cleaning product.) 

• Plastic bags are often made with 
HDPE or low-density polyethylene 
(LDPE) plastic. These bags are collected 
at many chain grocery stores and large 
retailers, including Target, Walmart and 
Lowe’s. Plastic bags generally are 
recycled into plastic lumber for decks, 
fences and furniture – and into new 
plastic bags. (Tip: before recycling bags, 
be sure they are free of food remnants, 
and remove any zipper closures. Plastic 
wraps from drycleaners, newspapers, 
and many consumer products can be 
collected with plastic bags.) 

• Plastic containers for products such 
as yogurt, cottage cheese, and 
margarine are now collected in many 
curbside programs. They are often 
made with polypropylene (PP) plastic 
that is recycled into things such as 
battery cables, landscape borders, 
cafeteria trays, and furniture. (Tip: 
some grocery store chains [e.g., Whole 
Foods] also collect these containers). 

• Plastic foam used to make packaging 
often is made with polystyrene (PS) 
plastic that has been expanded with air. 

Innovative recycling programs can turn 
foam packaging into insulation, picture 
frames, building products—and new 
packaging. (Tip: some shipping 
companies, such as UPS, accept 
polystyrene foam packing peanuts for 
re-use.) 

 When you consider all the different 
types of new products that can be made with 
post-consumer plastics, it’s easy to see why 
they are such valuable materials. Getting the 
whole family involved in collecting plastics 
around the house is a great way to make sure 
this resource doesn’t go to waste. So recycle 
these and other everyday products—every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEPTEMBER 2012 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

September 4th - Starting date for Interim Pastor James E. Link  
Choir Practice to start this month. 
  PAST TO PRESENT CAR SHOW SEPT 9TH FROM 1-4 PM 
Jazzercise on Wednesday @6p to start  this month 
 

1 
 
 
Jazz 9a 
M.Couple 7p 

2   No Communion   
 Car Show Meeting  
  Outreach 9 am 
Pastor Erwin Koch 

3    LAROR DAY  
  OFFICE CLOSED 
   
 
Jazz 9:30a/6p 
W/AA 7:30p 
 

4     CE  7 pm 
    Trustees 7:30p 
First day-Pastor Jim 

 
Jazz 6:30p 
Open/AA 8:30p 

5    Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a/6p 
 

6  Deacons 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 6:30p 
Al-Anon 8pm 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a 

8 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9a 
M.Couple 7p 

9   CAR SHOW 
   1-4 pm 
  
Liturgy for the Blessing 
of Pastor Jim 

 

10 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a/6p 
W/AA 7:30p 
 

11 
 
 
 
Jazz 6:30p 
Open/AA 8:30p 

12    Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a/6p 
 

13 
 
 
 
Jazz 6:30p 
Al-Anon 8pm 

14 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a 

15 
 
 
 
Jazz 9a 
M.Couple 7p 

16    Communion 
Sunday School starts 
 

Birthday’s 
 
 Newsletter Articles    
Due  

17  Book Club 7 pm 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a/6p 
W/AA 7:30p 
 

18 
 
 
Jazz 6:30p 
Open/AA 8:30p 

19    Choir 7 pm 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a/6p 
 

20     Council  7pm 
 
 
Jazz 6:30p 
Al-Anon 8pm 

21 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a 

22 
 
 
 
Jazz 9a 
M.Couple 7p 

23 24 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a/6p 
W/AA 7:30p 
 

25 
 
 
 
Jazz 6:30p 
Open/AA 8:30p 

26    Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a/6p 
 

27 
 
 
 
Jazz 6:30p 
Al-Anon 8pm 

28   Hospitality w/a 
Heart Meal, 4-5 
prep, 6-7 meal, 
cleanup 7-? 
 
Jazz 9:30a 

29 
 
 
 
Jazz 9a 
M.Couple 7p 

30       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


