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Pastor’s Pen  – Pastor Dave Howell  
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

Matthew 5:5 (NRSV) 
"Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor; the Kingdom of 
heaven belongs to them!” 

Matthew 5:5 (The Good News Bible)  
"The restoration of the church will surely come from a new kind of 
monasticism, which will have nothing in common with the old but a life 
of uncompromising adherence to the Sermon on the Mount in imitation 
of Christ.  I believe the time has come to rally people together for this." 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer in 1935 
“Each of the beatitudes has to do with dying to self.  Poverty of spirit, 
the foundation of the beatitudes, is the ongoing process of dying to 
self, not out of self-hatred or a collapse of self-esteem, but because 
there is no other way to love God and neighbor.”                  Jim Forest  
  
 We find ourselves beginning a new season in the church year.  
Lent is quite different from Epiphany, which we just finished.  Unlike 
Epiphany that continues the celebration of the birth of Jesus and starts 
out with the coming of the Magi from the East, Lent begins with the 
adult Jesus in the deserted wilderness.  For the Christian, Lent begins 
traditionally with practices like fasting, giving things up, and spending 
time deep in prayer.  
 The other night at Ash Wednesday services I asked the 
participants to look with me at the Beatitudes in Matthew's gospel.  In 
sharing with his disciples Jesus talks to them about a series of 
experiences of the faithful disciple followed with what they will receive 
for participating in the action involved.  One of the members there 
pointed to the Beatitude shared above ("Blessed are the poor in Spirit") 
and suggested that she had never gotten that one.  Interpretation is 
everything when it comes the Bible in general and this verse in 
particular.  One biblical scholar suggests that the prevailing 
interpretation is that "poor in spirit" means those who are not proud or 
haughty but are, on the contrary, humble and trusting in God.  This 
interpretation is usually bolstered by references to Hebrew texts 
(especially Isaiah 61 and a series of passages among the Dead Sea  
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Scrolls) which sing the praises of the anawim, 
those people in Israel who were poor but 
pious.  
 I suggested that another way of looking 
at this was to interpret it like the Good New 
Translation does, "Happy are those who know 
they are spiritually poor; the Kingdom of 
heaven belongs to them!"  Another way of 
saying it might be, "Happy are those who know 
their need for God." 
 Knowing that we need God, that we 
need a power beyond us, has in some ways 
been seen as a weakness in today's society.  
We tend to believe that we can solve all 
problems for ourselves given enough time and 
energy...oh, and money.  But this first 
Beatitudes while not ridiculing our individual or 
corporate ability to solve any problem says that 
ultimately knowing that we can rely on God's 
love and power only strengthens us and our 
ability to do anything. 
 So will you join me this month in 
renewing our sense of "who" we are and 
"whose" we are.  Let’s spend time renewing 
ourselves in Christ so that we can better serve 
him and each other.         Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Dave 
 

Christian Education Corner  – Mary Karlovec 
 I normally would write about all of the 
wonderful adventures of our children and 
youth and the upcoming events that deal with 
Christian Education in the Messenger.  This 
month, I MUST write about the all of YOU, my 
wonderful extended family.  YOU have been 
my rock, my anchor and my inspiration over 
the last few weeks.  YOU have exhibited your 
love and faith in so many ways too numerous 
to mention.  Your hugs, phone calls, texts,  
Facebook messages, e-mails and cards have 
lifted me up on more than one occasion.  
Getting cards of encouragement from those 
members who have known me since I was little 
have left me in tears but feeling so loved.  YOU 
are what makes this church so special.  I know 
in the days, weeks and even months ahead, 
my family will continue to draw on your love 
and support and I know that it will be there 

unconditionally.  I am so blessed to call First 
Congregational UCC my home and YOU my 
family.  Matt’s mantra as he begins the next 
part of his rehabilitation is “Work Hard/Get 
Better.”  I know from your outpouring of love, 
encouragement and support that Matt can only 
get better!  Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart! 
 

Trustees Turn – Roy Dreger 
 The term “branding” has become 
popular as a way of identifying products, 
positions and things in a more positive way.  
For example, following World War II it was 
getting harder to get funding for the 
Department of War since everyone knew that 
the war was over.  That is when the name was 
switched to Department of Defense since we 
need defense all the time.  There have been 
eleven attempts to create a Department of 
Peace dating all the way back to 1793.  Maybe 
there is a way to rename the term so that it 
becomes a more popular concept.   
 I mention this because the term for the 
expensive process of removing and disposing 
of something harmful is called abatement.  
As it turns out, abatement is needed for the 
rotting wood around the roof of the sanctuary 
and bell tower as there is lead in the old paint.  
I heard from the contractors that we contacted 
about the rotting wood and unfortunately it 
seems the lead abatement needs to be 
handled by someone else as their insurance 
does not cover it.  Lead abatement is not a 
cheap problem to solve.  I am meeting with a 
representative from the lead removal company 
the last week in February and hope to have 
some figures by this time in March. 
 Well...the painting of the sanctuary 
ceiling is turning into a never ending story.  
The painting company called and said they had 
it slated for two weeks in March. 
Unfortunately, that is during Lent; and with 
services in Fellowship Hall followed by a 
potluck in Fellowship Hall, the logistics were 
just too daunting.  The owner said he had to 
“sandwich” our ceiling painting in between 
three other jobs he was doing that had to be 



completed in stages, so scheduling for him is a 
large problem and I really appreciate his 
working around our needs.  Now the target 
date is sometime in April.  I can assure you 
that both the painting company and I are 
going to be glad when this finally gets under 
way.  
 The steam table in the kitchen was 
giving people problems as some burners would 
not stay lit.  Joe Pesch met with the repairman 
who said it was getting too much gas and not 
enough air.  He adjusted all the burners so 
now it should be in great condition (okay, good 
condition) for the Friday night supper and the 
Swiss Steak Dinner coming up.  Thanks go out 
to Joe for taking the time to contact and meet 
with the repairman to get this problem 
resolved. 
 Ed Connolly remarked that when he 
tried to use the elevator heater it was making 
a real racket.  Examination of the heater 
showed it to be rusted in places where it 
should not be rusted and it could not be 
repaired, so it was replaced.  I am not sure 
how much heating it really accomplishes, but it 
hopefully it helps a little. 
 As you know, Rose retired at the end of 
January and we certainly wish the best for her.  
Linda Matis has returned as secretary and we 
are grateful to her for coming back.  She is 
known by our church family and she knows 
what is needed for the many different activities 
and holidays in the church year. 
 

Outreach Committee News - Edie Phillips 
 Your response to the Hospitality with a 
Heart Meals never ceases to “WOW” me! 
Sometimes there are so many people in the 
kitchen we can hardly walk, but there is always 
a warm feeling working together with friends. 
We need more donations to keep this program 
going.  Donations accepted in the Sunday 
offering plate. 
 One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
dates are; February 17, 24, March 3 and 10. 
There will be envelopes and pamphlets in the 
bulletins.  The United Church of Christ partners 
with Christians from eight other Protestant 

denominations and Church World Service in the 
ecumenical One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering, thus multiplying our effectiveness and 
extent of our willingness.  In cooperation with 
Global Ministries, ACT Alliance, Interchurch 
Medical Assistance, Foods Resource Bank, 
Oikocredit, Freedom from Hunger and 
hundreds of local partners around the world, 
One Great Hour of Sharing is part of a 
remarkable network of service and caring that 
is effective and faithful. 
 
“You must each make up your own mind as to 

how much to give.  Don’t give reluctantly or in 

response to pressure.  For God loves those 

who give cheerfully.”             2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
 Outreach voted to donate $100 to World 
Vision.  This gift of $100 will be multiplied five 
times through a grant making our $100 
donation $500 which will be used to provide 
food for starving people across the Horn of 
Africa. 
 We voted to give our Community Care 
Family $100 for Easter.  Half of the $100 will 
be a gift card so food or clothing may be 
purchased. 
 We received thank you’s from Blessing 
House, Love INC. of Lorain County and 
Community Care. 
 We have voted to sponsor a Little 
League Baseball Team through the North 
Ridgeville Parks and Recreation.   For $275 t-
shirts and a large banner with our church’s 
logo will be included.  We feel this will be a 
positive way to advertise our church. 
 

Deacon’s Desk  –Liz Wolanski 
 Pastor Dave and the Deacons are in the 
process of finalizing the details for the Holy 
Week Services, which will begin with Palm 
Sunday on March 25.  After the services on 
both Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday, the 
altar will be stripped.  On Good Friday the 
church will participate in a Cross Walk with 
other local churches, meeting at 5:30 pm at 
the gazebo at South Central Park.  Easter 
Sunday is March 31 this year.  We will be 



having an Easter Sunrise service at 7:30am, 
followed by a sausage, gravy, and egg 
breakfast.  The traditional Easter service will be 
held at 10:00 a.m.   
 

Lenten Special Events  - Dear Church 
Family….I hope you can attend all or some of 
our Lenten Walk luncheons prepared especially 
with you in mind.  I hope you will also make 
time to visit one of the churches listed on the 
Tetelestai flyer in this newsletter, on the table 
in Fellowship Hall, or on the table in the 
Sunday school wing.  I highly recommend 
attending this wonderful production that has 
been performed for over 20 years, bringing the 
life, death and resurrection of Christ to you live 
during this Easter season.  It’s quite a 
production!  I would like to see it brought to 
North Ridgeville in the next few years if we can 
encourage a couple of other churches to host 
with us.  When you see this play, please let me 
know what your reaction is to it and whether 
you feel the same as I do about bringing it to 
our town.  I’ve sent letters to a number of 
North Ridgeville churches (with Pastor Dave 
and Council’s approval) recommending their 
participation in this event.  We’re anxious to 
hear back from them….and YOU!  Please refer 
back to February’s newsletter where you will 
find a copy of the letter sent out to other 
churches and you.  Thank you for helping with 
this idea.  There is a meeting planned for April 
10 to discuss further action on this idea. 

Nancy Franks 
 

 

 

Website Makeover  - Karen Veliconia 
 Our new look is finally here!  The First 
Congregational website has been completely 
redesigned to be more user friendly and will be 
the place to see what's going on at First 
Congregational Church.  We are still at the 
same web address: www.fccalive.org and I 

encourage you to visit the page and check out 
the new layout. 
 In addition to the new look and 
navigation, our website is now built on a 
responsive system.  What does this mean?  It 
means that the site will dynamically resize and 
rearrange itself to accommodate whatever 
device a visitor is using.  So even people 
accessing the site from their mobile phones, 
iPods, iPads, tablets or any other web-enabled 
device will be able to easily view and navigate 
the website.  Anyone who has tried to use a  
website that does not do this knows how 
frustrating it can be to be constantly zooming 
in and out, clicking the wrong links and finding 
content that will not display correctly.  Not with 
our new site!  Give it a try from your device 
and see how easy it is to use.  As mobile web 
use skyrockets, First Congregational is ready 
with our new design! 
 Please make sure you sign up for our e-
mails at the top of the home page.  That 
includes all of you who were originally 
registered under the old website.  We need 
you to re-register as we are starting fresh and 
this will help us send out communications to 
you in a timely manner.  You can only  
register one name per e-mail address.  That 
means that if a couple only has one e-mail 
account, then please list both of your first 
names in the first name box.  If you have 
separate e-mail accounts, then each of you can  
register under your own name. 
 We need your help keeping the website 
updated.  If you have any digital photos you 
would like added to our photo gallery, I can 
either get you set up with access to upload 
your photos or you can give them to me and I 
will get them uploaded for you.  If you have 
something that needs added to the calendar, 
let Linda or I know so we can make sure it 
gets updated.  Have a news item to share?  Let 
me know so we can get that taken care of as 
well. 
 Hope you like our "makeover" – let  us 
know what you think! 



 



  

 

Ladies Book Fellowship Group  
On March 18 will be discussing An Isolated 

Incident by Susan Sloan.  Book club 
discussions are at the church at 7:00 p.m.  All 
women of the church are welcome to join us. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Recycle your paper at First 

Congregational UCC! 
All money received from the Paper 
Retriever recycling bin goes into the 
Hospitality with a Heart meal fund. 

 
 

 
Contact Interim Pastor Dave Howell  

at 216-496-8776  
E-mail: prymenet@aol.com or 

pastor@fccalive.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
March 2 Nema Saleem-Mohammad 
March 4 Vonnie Packard 
March 5 Maureen Nestelle 
March 6 Mary Jane Dreger 
March 7 Pastor Dave Howell 
March 7 Jane Woravka 
March 14 Pat Ducharme 
March 16 Joe Chalkwater 
March 19 Judy Angeline 
March 27 Jim Yost 
March 28 Tommy Malinich 
 
 March 7 Larry & Karen Mytnick 
 March 11 Joe & Dolores Pesch 

 

 
 

Ushers & Greeters  
March 3 Youth Sunday 
March 10 Joe Pesch, Edie Phillips, Barb  
  Zinsmeister, Ed Connolly 
March 17 Shirley Sunyak, Lynne Petroff, Ric 
  Sasse, Millie Gilly 
March 24 Vonnie & Tom Packard, Bill &  
  Charis Meehan 
March 31 Gayle Hannold, Edie Phillips, Ric  
  Sasse, Joe Pesch 
 

 N O T E W O R T H Y 

Thank You to the Board of Christian 
Education and Board of Deacons members 
for a wonderful soup supper for our Ash 
Wednesday service.  Keith Schoonover 
made chicken noodle soup, Pastor Dave 
made vegetarian chili, and Mary Ireland 
made potato soup.  Christian Ed members 
provided the bread and crackers for the 
meal.  All who attended the Ash Wednesday 
supper and service were treated to a very 
tasty meal! 

At the end of this newsletter you will find 
the End of the Year Balance Sheet for 2012 
which was accidentally left out of the 2012 
Annual Report.  My apologies for this 
omission.                  Linda Matis, Treasurer 





 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Volunteers & Donations Still Needed! 
Contact Diana Goode (440) 328-5297 

“Sponsor-a-Pie” for $10 
Contact Karen Veliconia (440) 322-4858 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

   1 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

2 
Jazzercise 9 am 
AA 7 pm 

3         3rd Sunday in Lent 
Communion 
“Our Lenten Walk” 
potluck & program after 
service 

4 
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
BS Pack mtg. 6:30 pm 
AA 7:30 pm 

5 
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 8:30 pm 

6 
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

7 
Deacons 7:30 pm 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 
4-H 6:30 pm 
AA 8 pm 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

9 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
AA 7 pm 

10       4th Sunday in Lent 
Outreach 9 am 
Search Comm. 9 am 
OGHS collection 
March birthdays 
“Our Lenten Walk” 
potluck & program after 
service 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
AA 7:30 pm 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 8:30 pm 

13 
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30 am/6pm 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 8 pm 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

16 
Newsletter articles 
due 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
AA 7 pm 

17       5th Sunday in Lent 
Communion 
CE making candy 9 am 
“Our Lenten Walk” 
potluck & program after 
service 

18 
Book Club 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
AA 7:30 pm 

19 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 8:30 pm 

20 
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

21 
Council 7 pm 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 
4-H 6:30 pm 
AA 8 pm 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

23 
Swiss Steak Dinner 
4:30pm, 6 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
AA 7 pm (upstairs) 

24               Palm Sunday 
Search Comm. 9 am 
“Our Lenten Walk” 
potluck & program after 
service 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
AA 7:30 pm 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 8:30 pm 

27 
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30 am/6pm 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 

28 
Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae svc. 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 8 pm 

29 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Good Friday Cross 
Walk 5:30 pm @ 
South Central Park 
Gazebo 
Hospitality w/a Heart 
meal 4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
AA 7 pm 

31                           Easter 
Sunrise service 7:30 am 
Easter breakfast 
Worship service 10 am 

      

 


