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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Dave 
As I sit and think about Thanksgiving with my family, I also am 

thinking about the end of the church year, “Christ Our Sovereign Sunday” 
and the beginning of the new church year with the season of Advent.  
Dennis Bratcher of the Christian Resource Institute describes it this way:  
“The word Advent means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’.  The focus of the entire season is the 

celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation 

of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Thus, Advent is far more than 

simply marking a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, 

the revelation of God in Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God. 

That is a process in which we now participate, and the consummation of which we 

anticipate.” 

As Batcher says Advent/Christmas is more than a celebration of an 
historical event…“In this double focus on past and future, Advent also symbolizes 

the spiritual journey of individuals and a congregation, as they affirm that Christ has 

come, that He is present in the world today, and that He will come again in power. 

That acknowledgment provides a basis for Kingdom ethics, for holy living arising 

from a profound sense that we live ‘between the times’ and are called to be faithful 

stewards of what is entrusted to us as God’s people.” 

What is the spirit of the season and how do we experience it…”Advent 

is marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, of longing.  

There is a yearning for deliverance from the evils of the world, first expressed by 

Israelite slaves in Egypt as they cried out from their bitter oppression…It is that 

hope, however faint at times, and that God, however distant He sometimes seems, 

which brings to the world the anticipation of a King who will rule with truth and 

justice and righteousness over His people and in His creation…an Anointed One, a 

Messiah, who will bring peace and justice and righteousness to the world.” 

All of this reminds us that Advent and the larger season of which it is 
a part challenges the superficial nature of the commercially driven season 
that Christmas has become.  Though all the parties and celebrations of the 
season are fun, the season of Advent/Christmas has a much more serious 
meaning for we Christians with whom the season originated.  For us it is an 
acknowledgement of God’s concern for his universe and its inhabitants. Jesus 
pronounces that seriousness from the beginning of his ministry and passes it 
on to us.  This year as we at First Congregational UCC “celebrate the 
Season”…may God empower us to move beyond the wonderful 
“cheerfulness” of the Advent/Christmas season to looking for ways to grow 
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our faith and faithfulness as we seek to serve 
our Lord and the “least of these” he calls us to 
serve on his behalf. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Advent officially begins December 1 and 

there are many exciting things happening at 
church during Advent!  The first Sunday 
celebrates an old tradition called “The Hanging 
of the Greens!”  During church everyone will be 

active participants in the decorating 
of the church.  During 
November the youth and 
children made the Chrismons 
that will adorn the Christmas 

tree in the sanctuary.  
Chrismons are Christmas 

decorations that are Christian symbols that 
represent Jesus’ life.  They are traditionally 
white (the liturgical Church color for Christmas) 
and gold symbolizing His Majesty and Glory.  On 
our tree this year are 12 symbols.  Can you 
identify all 12 and what they represent?  On 
Hanging of the Greens Sunday, children will 
remain in church for the entire worship service.  
Activities will be available for them to work on 
when they are not actually involved in the 
service. 

During Advent prayer stations will again 
be available in the Sunday School wing for 
everyone to use from 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 
and again after church until noon.  Signs will be 
posted as to what room they will be in.  If you 
want to utilize them during the week, the church 
office is open from 9 a.m. to noon so you are 
able to get in during those hours, too.  Please 
utilize the quiet time and space to refocus your 
energies during the Advent season.  

During coffee hour the second through 
four Sundays of Advent, there will be an 
“activity table” in Fellowship Hall with several 
Advent craft activities to do if you so choose.  
Check it out each Sunday as there will be 
different activities each week! 

Finally, plan on being in church on 
Epiphany Sunday, January 5.  This day is also 
known as Three Kings Day.  The Three Wise 
Men will be present during the service!  During 

coffee hour we will be 
celebrating the occasion with 
a Three Kings Cake among 
other things.  One of my 
favorite books to read to 
children on Epiphany is The 
Last Straw by Fredrick H. Thury. If you have 
children or grandchildren check it out at the 
library.  For many countries, Epiphany is the 
actual gift giving holiday.  With that in mind, 
consider this question:  What gift of time or 

talent will you be willing to give to the 
Wise Men to help support the ministry of 

First Congregational in 2014?  Please write 
your “gift” on a slip of paper and wrap it as you 
would a birthday present and bring it with you 
to church on January 5.  We will be presenting 
our gifts to the Wise Men to support the journey 
of First Congregational in 2014!   Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
At the November meeting our committee 

voted to donate $400 to Community Care for the 
purchase of food for Thanksgiving dinner.  
Without Community Care many families would 
not have enough to eat.  We always want to 
help support it.  Thanks to all who are involved 
in this community project.   

We also gave a $100 grocery store gift 
card to our special Community Care family. 
There are five members in our family this year 
and Outreach tries to make holidays and 
birthdays a little more special for them. 
 Outreach used $120 to purchase a goat 
through Heifer International.  Giving a Heifer gift 
animal is providing a family in need with the 
dignity of feeding themselves, the means to pay 
for clothing, an education, doctors' visits and 
decent shelter.  The gifts from Heifer show 
those near and dear to your heart just how 
much you care. 
 Thank you to all who donated food for 
Community Care during November.  Just 
remember, the clients of Community Care 
always need food so remember to bring food 
throughout the year. 



 December is here already, the giving tree 
is up, and hopefully all the names have been 
taken and gifts purchased and wrapped.  I know 
it will make some child happy. 

The Christmas Fund for Veterans of the 
Cross and Emergency Fund is a special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ that 
grants us an opportunity to recognize and honor 
those who have served and continue to serve in 
lay and authorized ministries of the United 
Church of Christ.  Envelopes will be in the 
bulletins for the Christmas Eve service.  

Happy Holidays to all from Outreach! 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Liz Wolanski 
As Christmas and Advent approach, it is 

easy to get caught up in the commercialism that 
has, unfortunately, come to mark the season 
causing many to forget the true meaning.  As I 
sat down to write this, I found myself wrapped 
up in all that I have to do in order to prepare for 
the holidays rather than allowing myself the 
opportunity to appreciate the true meaning.  As 
I was looking for ways in which my family could 
be more true to the season, I found a site (I did 
allow myself this one hiccup in the road) called 
Prayers and Customs of Advent and Christmas.  
The homepage struck a chord with me as it 
reminded the reader that Christmas and Advent 
customs are everywhere and that the living 
traditions of the season bring people and 
families together and connect us with our 
ancient faith.   

It goes on to state the importance of the 
environment and how the “Christmas tree and 
manger scene are reminders of the beauty and 
sacredness of nature.  Remembering the poor 
shepherds and the circumstances of Christ’s 
birth, so marked by poverty, let us make them 
reminders of the forgotten poor of our world.  
Let the Child and Joseph and Mary teach us the 
dignity and importance of children and families 
in a society so neglectful of them.”   

I was almost brought to tears this 
morning as my sweet Claire reminded me of the 
last two quotes.  She went into our pantry all on 
her own and started taking out canned goods 
for her school’s food drive so that we can give to 

those less fortunate than us.  Through her act of 
kindness and thoughtfulness we made a 
decision that as a family we will make a greater 
effort to help those less fortunate and find new 
and different ways to give back throughout the 
year.  Having a wonderful and joyous holiday 
season!!! 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
The stewardship campaign is over, the 

budget has been voted on and the results are 
not as hoped for, but we will work with what we 
have.  While we have been in worse shape 
financially, it is discouraging because we have 
been in the black for all of 2013 so far.  Just a 
reminder, if you have not turned in your pledge, 
please do so as soon as possible.  A big thank 
you to Linda for her work on the budget; too 
often her contributions to the operations of the 
church are overlooked.   
         The Trustees received quotes from snow 
plowing companies and for the first time in 
about 30 years we have someone new doing the 
plowing.  The company, ERT, had the lowest bid 
and gave the church a discount so it was hard to 
pass up.  We appreciate the work that Kilby has 
done in the past and hope that this company 
performs as well.  ERT has their storage area 
and office in Avon on Mills Road, but the owner 
lives in North Ridgeville.  Even with the lower 
cost (per clearing), if it is a very snowy winter it 
will add up.  Last year we only had to have the 
lot plowed one time, but that is not the norm. 
         The old boiler has been repaired and is 
available should the new boiler have 
problems.  There were some “surprises” that 
ended up costing us more than originally 
thought but the boiler and related system parts 
had been sitting idle for quite a while.  Overall, 
the cost was worth having the old boiler 
available.  One of the circulating pumps in the 
system was found to need replacement.  It was 
an extra expense but that is a matter of normal 
upkeep and repairing it should help with heat 
distribution. 
         Jimmy was able to get the floor in the 
under croft painted and it looks much 
better.  Thanks to Jimmy's efforts the floor will 



be in good shape for use in the craft show 
café.  Speaking of paint, a thank you goes out to 
Joe Pesch for his work on making the elevator 
look better.  Joe scraped and prepped the lower 
wall of the shaft.  Joe also bought some carpet 
for the floor of the lift, paint for the walls, and a 
heater to replace the one 
that got wet.  Joe 
prepared the floor of the 
lift and glued carpeting 
down and Jack Fitts said 
he would do the 
painting.  Barring 
unforeseen issues, it should be looking much, 
much better by the time you read this.  A big 
thank you to both Joe and Jack! 
         The Trustees have been looking into 
carpet cleaning.  Gayle has done some research 
into the cost of a carpet cleaner so that we can 
do our own cleaning.  In order to see how cost 
effective a purchase would be versus having a 
company do it, an estimate was obtained for 
cleaning the carpets in the church.  There is a 
lot of carpeting in the church (more than 4500 
square feet) and the cost to clean either the 
school wing classrooms and hall or the 
sanctuary are the approximate cost of a 
commercial model carpet cleaner.  The issue at 
this point would seem to be figuring out who 
would use it.   
          I heard from the painters about the 
sanctuary ceiling and it has been set for the first 
part of January.  Trying to fit it in before the 
holidays was just not practical, even though it 
would have been nice to have a freshly painted 
ceiling for the season.   

Speaking of the season, on behalf of the 
Trustees, have a joyous and blessed Christmas! 
 

Parish Nurse – Karen Dreger  

In the month of October I attended a 
workshop about working together to create a 
healthier Lorain County where you live, work, 
pray and play.  The presenters were energized 
and eager to share their enthusiasm with the 
audience.  It got me to thinking, how can I 
make a difference at our church?  We live in an 
environment where healthy behaviors are not 

valued.  We thrive is an initiative to create 
communities that support healthy behaviors and 
encourage community members to eat healthy 
foods, be physically active and not use tobacco 
products.  It's about making lasting changes 
that keep us healthy for generations.  Churches 
can play an important role.  Churches are 
invested in the well-being of the community and 
caring for neighbors near and far.  Some ways 
to support wellness are offering fruits and 
vegetables every time food is served, making 
water the primary beverage at all events, 
hosting healthy eating classes, incorporating 
physical activity into church events, meetings 
and youth programs, and prohibiting the use of 
tobacco products on church property. 
     Right now 1 in 2 adults live with at least one 
chronic illness, and 75% of healthcare costs are 
due to chronic conditions.  We have a 
generation of kids who have a shorter life 
expectancy than their parents.  We need to 
begin to take the first steps toward wellness for 
ourselves, our children and grandchildren, and 
our greater community.  I'm asking you for 
ideas and support to choose some first steps.  
I'm planning on making a Parish Nurse 
suggestion/comments box -- look for it in 
Fellowship Hall!  
 

Women’s Book Club 
We will meet December 16 at the church 

at 7:00 pm to discuss Louisa May Alcott's The 
Quiet Little Woman, A Christmas Story.   Please 
bring refreshments to share to this meeting. 
Everything about The Quiet Little Woman: A 

Christmas Story by Louisa May Alcott is 
heartwarming, starting with the extraordinary 
tale of its origin.  Alcott wrote the story for three 

girls who emulated Little Women's March sisters 
by founding their own literary publication, but 
the magazine was lost for many years; this story 

is now being published in book form for the first 

time. The Quiet Little Woman tells the story of 

Patty, a young girl living hopelessly in an 
orphanage, who is rescued at Christmas time by 
a kindly woman named Aunt Jane. Also collected 

in this small, beautiful (and not coincidentally, 
Christmas stocking-size) volume are two of 



Alcott's other holiday stories; one of them, 

"Rosa's Tale," is a really lovely fable about a 
horse who speaks at midnight on Christmas Eve. 

 On January 13 we will read Learning to 
Swim by Sara Henry.  When Troy Chance spots 
what she thinks is a small boy being tossed off 
the back of a passing ferry, she instinctively 
jumps into the icy waters of Lake Champlain. 
She rescues the youngster and discovers that 
his arms were bound with an adult sweatshirt. 
He’s incredibly frightened, speaks only French, 
and won’t tell her what happened. Troy 
determines that she will keep him safe rather 
than turn him over to the police. When he finally 
begins to confide in her, he tells a bizarre tale of 
being kidnapped, hearing his mother murdered 
by gunshot, and then being held for months. As 
Troy tracks down the boy’s father, she begins to 
question whether she will be able to let him go, 
since he has unleashed within her a maternal 
instinct she had no idea she possessed. In her 
debut, the first in a projected series, Henry 
proves herself to be a smooth and compelling 
storyteller. 
 
 

 
Saturday, December 7 

9 am – 4 pm 
 

Come and do some 
Christmas shopping 
and enjoy a yummy 
lunch in our Café! 

 
 

 

 
 

Celebrate Christmas with us...   
      All are Welcome! 

 
Christmas Eve  

Family Service 7 p.m. 
 
Candlelight  &        
Communion Service 11 p.m. 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
December  

1 
Andrew Veliconia, Bob Elliott, Bob 
Schmittgen 

8 
Barb Zinsmeister, Shirley Sunyak, Joe 
Pesch, Ric Sasse 

15 Vonnie & Tom Packard, June Yost 
22 Bill & Charis Meehan, Ed Connolly 

29 
Joe Pesch, Shirley Sunyak, Barb 
Zinsmeister, Millie Gilly 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups after 
the service.  If you would like to be taken off the 
Usher List, please call Becky Williams at 327-1891.   

 

 
   
 
 
 
 

12/1 Collin Nestelle 
  12/2 David Mytnick 
   Rebecca Stamper 
  12/4 Roy Dreger 
  12/6 Larry Mytnick 
  12/8 Jack Fitts 
  12/15 Carol Schubert 
  12/20 Betty Fitts 

12/26 Lori Comerford 
  12/31 Pat Chapman 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
1st Sunday of Advent 
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
 

2 
 
 
Jazz 9:30a/6pm 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30pm 
Cub Scouts Committee 
Mtg. 6:30-8 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

3 
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

4 
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

5 
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

6 
Craft Show set up 
6-8 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
 

7 
Craft Show 
Set up 7-8:30 am 
Show 9am-4pm 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

8 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
December birthdays 
celebration 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

10 
Adult bible study  
7-8:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

11 
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8pm 

12 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
 

14 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

15 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
Communion 
Search Comm. Mtg. 
after church 
 
Hall rented 12:30- 
4:30 pm (birthday 
party) 

16 
Newsletter articles 
due 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

18 
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

19 
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

22 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 
 

24 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Christmas Eve 
7 pm & 11 pm 
services 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

25 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Christmas Day 

            

26 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

27 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Hospitality w/a Heart 
meal 4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

28 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
Jazz 9:30am/6pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 
 

31 
New Year’s Eve 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

 
 

 


