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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Dave 
“Jesus called ordinary people right in the middle of their ordinary lives 

 to do extraordinary things … and he still does.” 
David J. Lose holds The Marbury E. Anderson Chair in Biblical Preaching at Luther 

Seminary. 

 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow 

me."  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 

Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses in the law and 

also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." Nathanael said to him, 

"Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see."  - 

John 1:43-46 

 

Epiphany is the season in the church calendar that more than any other 
celebrates mission outreach and discipleship.  By talking about the extended 
ministry of Jesus, Epiphany both celebrates the expansion of the Church 
throughout the world as it also talks about the calling of the original disciples.   

In the text above we meet Philip and Nathaniel - both chosen by Jesus 
apparently at random, but both representing the possibilities that Jesus sees 
for them and in them.  Jesus finds Philip and calls him to follow. And he does.  
Then Philip goes and tells someone else about Jesus.  Now the one Philip tells 
is Nathanael, who doesn't appear as ready as Philip was to sign on.  Nathaniel 
appears to be a bit of a smart aleck.  With sarcasm he responds, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” in reference to Jesus.  And I think 
Philip's reaction to Nathanael's remark is interesting.  He doesn't bark 
something back, as I think I might; or get defensive, as I know I would; or 
walk away hurt or angry, vowing never to share anything with Nathanael 
again.  No, he doesn't do any of these things.  Instead, he just takes it in 
stride and answers, "Come and see." 

Come and see – such simple, open, and inviting words.  Words, I think, 
that sum up not only the heart of the Gospel of John but the whole of 
Christian life. 

In our individual outreach to friends and neighbors and even family 
members, we tend to want to find a good argument to get them to come with 
us to church.  And that is exactly the opposite of what Philip does, and as we 
often see Jesus himself doing.  They both simply say in one form or another, 
“Come and see.”
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What a miraculously simple invitation. 
“Come and see.”  Jesus called ordinary folk in 
simple language to be a part of the Kingdom of 
God.  As we continue into the Christian 
calendar let us open the door to others with 
that simple invitation….Come and see. 

 
www.westburyumc.org/come-and-see-pt-1-of-4 

 

Moderator’s Moment – June Yost (for 
Regenia Comerford) 
 I hope you have had a happy and 
healthy holiday season.  We were a brave 
group, and in spite of freezing temperatures, 
ice and snow, we greeted our guest pastor 
Kathryn Ketchum on January 5.  She 
commented on the warmth she felt here.  It 
was a joyous service. 
 We look forward to the completed 
repairs and general upkeep scheduled for the 
church.  Snow removal by our plowing service 
and Jimmy has been appreciated. 
 The officers, board chairs and the entire 
congregation extend their sympathy to Pastor 
Howell on the death of his brother earlier this 
month. 
 Each month that passes brings us one 
month closer to spring.  Stay warm and be 
productive! 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Our Sunday School class for the primary 

children is growing and we need your help!  
We need people to teach as well as be a helper 

on Sunday mornings!  We are now 
averaging 10 children and that is a 
lot for one person to handle!  I 
have all the supplies and lessons so 

it is easy to do!  Please see Karen Veliconia or 
me if you are willing to give of your time and 
talent to help. 

The first Sunday in February is a 
very busy Sunday for our youth.  First, it is 

Soup Sunday!  If you ordered soup, please be 
here to pick it up between 9 a.m. and noon in 
Fellowship Hall.  There will be limited quarts 
available for sale that day so please have your 
order in by January 31.  You can call the 
church office and Linda will take your order 
and you can pay at pick up time.  This is the 
biggest fundraiser our youth do to raise money 
for their participation at the Regional Youth 
Event.  This year it is in Wisconsin in July!  
Sunday, February 2 is also “Souper Bowl of 

Caring Sunday!”  Our youth will be at the 
entrances to the sanctuary with their soup pots 
collecting monetary donations for Community 
Care!  “Souper Bowl of Caring” is a youth led, 
nationwide initiative held on Super Bowl 
Sunday to raise funds for local community food 
pantries.  Last year we donated almost $100 to 
Community Care just by everyone donating 
their change and dollar bills!  Please support 
this important effort by our youth! 

Save the date!  Sunday, 
March the 2 is Mardi Gras 
Sunday!  Wear your flashiest, 
brightest clothes and join us as 
we celebrate Mardi Gras immediately following 
worship.  We will start with a pancake 
breakfast followed by putting away the 
Alleluias and, of course, pancake races!  Don’t 
forget to wear your beads!  We will add new 
ones to your collection! This is an 
INTERGENERATIONAL event so everyone is 
encouraged to join in the fun! 

Wednesday, February 5 begins Lent.  
We will start the 40 days of Lent with our 
traditional soup/bread dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by worship at 7.  Please consider 
joining us for this moving service. 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
The Outreach Committee met on 

January 5 and welcomed new member Cathy 
Cornman.  Cathy has agreed to be our new 
secretary to replace Barb Zinsmeister who has 
left being on Outreach.  Barb will be greatly 
missed. 

We voted to spend $50 on one of our 
Community Care family's birthday.  Nancy will 



shop for the gift.  We also voted to donate 
$100 to Blessing House.  Blessing House is a 
perfect place for children who are dealing with 
the effects of experiencing trauma. They 
welcome all children, giving them a place 
where they are accepted as they are, even if 
they are different.  A monthly pledge of $50 is 
being given to Family Promise of Lorain 
County.  Family Promise is working to give 
families a hand up.  Outreach goals for the 
coming year were also discussed at our 
January meeting. 

The following prayer is from the people 
at Lotts Creek Community School to whom we 
have made donations for many years:  Father, 
open our eyes to those struggling to have 
enough food, enough love, enough hope; 
thank you for all that you are and all that you 
do for the least of these. 
Outreach Committee members:  Edie Phillips, 
Nancy Franks, Ann Olesen, Cindy Wysochanski, 
Cathy Cornman 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Keith Schoonover 
 Hello everyone!  Hope your winter is 
going fast and not too cold…but I know that 
was not true for the month of January.  
January came in with a huge attitude and 
below freezing temperatures we have not seen 
in 20 years.  But it hasn’t stopped people from 
coming to church on Sunday mornings.  It was 
sad to see our Christmas decorations go away 
but that means spring is right around the 
corner and beautiful flowers are very near. 
 We have had a couple of new people 
join the Board of Deacons – Betty Fitts and 
Mary Smith.  Welcome and we are very glad to 
have you on board!  Our job as Deacons is to 
help our congregation have a wonderful time in 
and out of church.  So if you have anything 
that will help us make things better, please 
don’t hesitate to contact any one of us. 
 When this article was written the work 
had just started in the sanctuary.  I know that 
it’s going to be beautiful when finished and I 
can’t wait to see it. 
 May the rest of your winter be safe…and 
a little warmer. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
 Ever say something like “I’ll be there in 
a jiffy”?  I know I have.  I always thought the 
word “jiffy” meant quickly, but I never knew 
that it really does mean quickly.  Turns out, a 
“jiffy” is a true scientific measurement of time–
one one-hundredth of a second to be exact.  
Makes me wonder how many other words I 
use that have a meaning beyond their common 
usage. 
 Remember last month when I said the 
roof over Mary Karlovec’s office had been 
repaired?  Turns out I was wrong.  There was 
a piece that was supposed to fit the scupper.  
(The scupper is where the roof drains into the 
downspout.)  Well, the piece the factory sent 
did not fit correctly, even though it was based 
on the original specifications of the roof.  (The 
company that made the original roof 
membrane kept all its measurements on file!)  
Another scupper was sent by the factory but it 
could not get installed prior to the snowy, cold 
weather.  As a result, the roof leaked during 
the polar vortex from ice working its way under 
the ill-fitting piece of roofing and then melted.  
Turns out the area between the roof and the 
ceiling tiles it not insulated leading to 
significant heat loss.  The water that resulted 
from the ice melting ruined some ceiling tile 
and made a big mess, but fortunately what 
was lost wasn’t anything important.  Thanks go 
out to Diana Goode, Millie Gilly, Linda Matis 
and, of course, Mary Karlovec for cleaning up 
the mess. 
 

 
 



 
  

As I write this, the painters have 
finished working on the sanctuary ceiling.  
Instead of doing one side at a time, they 
decided to do the front half and then the rear 
half (since they had to move all of the pews 
out of the way).  Since they have finished 
early, and thanks to the generosity of the 
congregation, they are painting the rest of the 
sanctuary as well as the entryway by the front 
doors.  The newly painted walls will make the 
sanctuary seem even brighter.  Thirty-three 
years is a long time to go without painting and 
I hope the current job lasts as long as the last 
one. 
 While the painters were on the 
scaffolding they agreed to replace the light 
bulbs in the hanging lights.  New LED light 
bulbs have been purchased and their 
installation should eliminate bulb replacement 
on those fixtures for many years (20 years if 
you believe the ads).  The four hanging lights 
in the sanctuary have always been difficult to 
reach and the Trustees are hoping this will be 
a long term fix.  By the time these light bulbs 
have to be replaced, I hope the cost of LED 
lighting will have gone down.  There are four 
bulbs in each fixture and the total cost for 
these bulbs was around $200.00.  If they work 
as hoped, the initial cost will be offset by the 
savings in electricity over the years. 
 By the way, we are looking for someone 
to take over the cleaning job.  Stephanie is 
leaving us in March and we thank her for her 
efforts while she was with us.  The custodian’s 
work consists of the general cleaning of the 
church.  The times are flexible and it entails 
five hours a week.  If you would like to apply 
for this position or know someone who might, 

please let the secretary or any one of the 
Trustees know. 
 As always, the Trustees thank you.  
Your generosity allows us to make repairs and 
helps keep our church look inviting! 
 

Parish Nurse – Karen Dreger 
 By now some of us have fallen off the 
wagon by dropping our New Year’s resolutions.  
But it is never too late to start again.  As you 
may have noticed, we are having more healthy 
choices at coffee hour.  The 3rd Sunday of the 
month is designed for more healthy choices.  
Be a good role model for the children by 
making healthy choices both at church and at 
home.  Have more healthy choices available 
and keep non-nutritive snacks out of the 
house, or to a minimum.  If anyone would like 
to start a walking group, let me know.  I have 
some resource material. 
 Please put any questions, comments or 
requests for programs or information in the 
suggestion box in Fellowship Hall or give to 
Lynne Petroff, any Deacon or myself.  Thank 
you! 
 

Help Your Children Manage Media Usage 
– Smartphones, social media and TV take up 
large chunks of most kids’ days. 
 American children and teens have 
almost constant exposure to a wide range of 
media, such as smart phones, social media and 
television.  Kids’ use of such media must be 
carefully managed, child experts say.  
Excessive media use has been associated with 
obesity, lack of sleep, school problems, 
aggression and other behavior problems, 
according to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP). 
 The group said a recent study found 
that 8- to 10-year-olds spend an average of 
nearly eight hours a day with media, and the 
daily average for older children and teens is 
more than 11 hours.  About three-quarters of 
12- to 17-year-olds own cellphones, and nearly 
all teens use text messaging. 
 Parents should help their children learn 
to be selective in their media use, and take an 



active role in educating their children by 
viewing programs with them and discussing 
values, according to the statement.  Parents 
also should make a media plan for their 
children.  It should include mealtime and 
bedtime curfews and should ban media in kids’ 
bedrooms. 
 Limit children’s entertainment screen 
time to less than one to two hours a day, the 
experts said.  Children younger than 2 years 
old should not have any screen time.  
Pediatricians should ask parents how much 
time their children spend with media and if 
there is a television or Internet-connected 
device in a child’s bedroom.  More details 
about media use should be gathered if children 
or teens are at risk for obesity, aggression, 
substance abuse or school problems. 
 The policy statement urged pediatricians 
to work with schools to encourage media 
education, innovative use of technology to help 
students learn and the creation of rules about 
what content is suitable for access on devices 
in the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recipe for February 
Whole Wheat Muffins 
Yield: 12 2-1/4” muffins 

Approx. Cal/Serv.:  175 

 

1 cup whole wheat flour 
1 cup sifted all-purpose flour 
½ teaspoon salt 
2 ½ teaspoons baking powder 
3 tablespoons sugar 
1 egg or egg substitute (or 2 egg whites) 
1 cup skim milk 
½ cup oil 
 
Grease the muffin tins lightly with oil.  Sift the 
two kinds of flour together with the salt, 
baking powder and sugar.  Add the egg, milk 
and oil.  Stir quickly only until barely blended.  
Do not beat.  Fill each muffin tin 2/3 full.  Bake 
at 425°F for 20 to 25 minutes. 

 
www.coroflot.com/klg/ads-n-banners 

Special February Programming  
Experience “Armchair Travels” during coffee 
hour on February 16 and 23, compliments of 
Suzanne Durant and Millie Gilly.  The 
expansion of our knowledge of the world, one 
special place at a time--its people, the 
landscapes, their uniqueness and yet the 
commonality we all share—will be educational 
and inspiring.  Travel along, much like the Magi 
did in days of old as they made their way back 
home by way of a different route, and  
encounter places never seen before.  We offer 
these personal experience programs to you as 
Mission and Outreach venues.  We hope you 
will enjoy them, find them interesting, ask 
questions about them and be inspired to travel 
yourselves someday. 
 

Women’s Book Club 
The book club will be meeting on 

February 10 and discussing The Widow’s 
War by Sally Gunning.  Married for twenty 
years to Edward Berry, Lyddie is used to the 
trials of being a whaler's wife in the Cape Cod 
village of Satucket, Massachusetts—running 
their house herself during her husband's long 
absences at sea, living with the daily 
uncertainty that Edward will simply not return.  
And when her worst fear is realized, she finds 
herself doubly cursed.  She is overwhelmed by 
grief, and her property and rights are now 
legally in the hands of her nearest male 
relative:  her daughter's overbearing husband, 
whom Lyddie cannot abide. Lyddie decides to 
challenge both law and custom for control of 
her destiny, but she soon discovers the price of 
her bold "war" for personal freedom to be 
heartbreakingly dear. 

Book club discussions are at the church 
at 7:00 p.m.  All women of the church are 
welcome to join us. 



2/4  Bejie Chapman 
2/9  Mary Karlovec 
  Sean Hannold 
  Jacob Chalkwater 
2/11 Taylar Comerford 
2/13 Anne Schreiber 
2/15 Harry Berg 
  Gwen Poe 
2/17 Bob Elliott 
2/18 Nancy Franks 
  Abigail Anderson 
2/19 Peg Hopkins 
  Claire Wolanski 
2/22 Jean Gardner 
2/25 Shirley McVeigh 
2/26 Fred Scharmann 
  Ethan Williams 
2/28 John Chapman 

  2/1 Bill & Regenia Comerford 
  2/14 Conrad & Carol Schubert 

 
 

 

Ushers & Greeters 
February  

2 
Lynne Petroff, Andrew Veliconia, Ed 
Connolly, Bob Schmittgen 

9 
Barb Zinsmeister, Shirley Sunyak, Joe 
Pesch, Ric Sasse 

16 
Vi Elrod, Vonnie Packard, Tom Packard, 
June Yost 

23 
Bob Elliott, Charis Meehan, Bill Meehan, 
Ed Connolly 

March  

2 
Joe Pesch, Shirley Sunyak, Barb 
Zinsmeister, Millie Gilly 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups 

after the service.  If you would like to be taken off 
the Usher List, please call Becky Williams at 327-

1891.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

2  
Communion 
Outreach meeting  
9 am 
CE meeting after 
worship service 
 

3  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts committee 
meeting 6:30-8 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

4  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

5  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm  

6  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

7  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

8  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

9  
February birthdays 
celebration 

10  
Women’s Book Club 
7pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

11  
New Members Class  
7 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

12  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 

13  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

14  
 

 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

15  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

16  
Communion 
“Armchair Travels” at 
coffee hour 
Newsletter articles due 
 

17  
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

18  
New Members Class  
7 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

19  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 

20  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
Al-Anon anniversary 
party 5 pm 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

22  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

23  
“Armchair Travels” at 
coffee hour 
 

24  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

25  
New Members Class  
7 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

26  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 

27  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

28  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR!! 

SWISS STEAK 
DINNER 

SATURDAY,  
MARCH 29 


