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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Dave 
 With the coming March we will be moving into the season of Lent.  
This year at First Congregational we will be focusing on the “Table” as 
central to the life and teaching of the church.  When you enter almost any 
Christian church at the center somewhere is its communion table or altar.  
We see it all of the time and almost take it for granted; but from the 
beginning of church history, the presence of that table and the rituals and 
fellowship associated with it have a dominant force in establishing its very 
identity.  This Lent we will focus on the table.  Using a curriculum created for 
that purpose entitled “Just Eating:  Practicing Our Faith at the Table” we will 
begin looking at the depth of meaning that table brings to the everyday life 
of the church to teach each of us as individual Christians and ultimately to 
the life of all of God’s creation. 
 The author, Jennifer Haltman Schrock, M. Div., a Mennonite lay 
woman who heads the Merry Leo Environmental Learning Center at Goshen 
College in Goshen, Indiana puts it this way, “For the earliest Christians, 
breaking bread together was not a tidy rite divorced from real eating and 
drinking.  Then Holy Communion was part of the full meal that nourished the 
body as well as the spirit.  Early Christian life revolved around shared meals 
as well as shared worship.” 
 The way we will do that initially is by using our fellowship gatherings 
after worship and other times in creative ways.  Beginning with our Ash 
Wednesday soup supper on March 5, we will begin renewing our faith 
through the ways the church focuses on its Fellowship around the Table.  We 
will meet in Fellowship hall for a simple soup supper at 6:00 p.m. which will 
be followed by worship and the “imposition of ashes.” 
 Then on March 9, 23, 30 and April 6 we will have simple soup 
luncheons and a short shared intergenerational study time on “Food Sharing 
as Sacramental.”  The whole fellowship and study time should be over no 

later than 12:30 p.m. so that everyone can go on with their usual Sunday 

after church activities. 
 On March 16 we will share a special spaghetti dinner to raise funds to 
assist Lorain County Habitat for Humanity build one, perhaps two, homes 
next summer.  This, too, is part of the tradition of those early Christian 
churches as it shared its monetary collections with those in need.
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 Watch for other details in our April 
newsletter on other special services and 
programs that we will share under this theme as 
Lent ends and moves into Holy Week and 
Easter. 
 In worship we will follow Jesus on the 
way to Jerusalem and the climax of his ministry 
marking each Sunday by the snuffing out of one 
candle as we move closer to that climax. 
 Join us as we rediscover the life of the 
early church as described in the Book of Acts, 
“Day after day they met as a group in the 
Temple, and they had their meals together in 
their homes eating with glad and humble hearts, 
praising God and enjoying 
the goodwill of all the 
people.” (Acts 2:26-27a)  

 

Moderator’s Moment  

 Just a reminder, the annual Swiss Steak 
Dinner is March 29.  This is an opportunity for 
church members and friends to work together to 
benefit N.R. UCC.  This has become a popular 
event and about March 1 people begin asking 
for the date.  Save the date and watch for 
further details. 
 Snow and ice are everywhere and able-
bodied people are wondering when it will go 
away.  Think how those confined to stay inside 
are feeling.  Give one of our shut-ins a call 
simply to say, “We are thinking of you!” 
 If you can, bundle up and offer a hand to 
your neighbor. 
 We have had the opportunity to reach out 
this past month to Nema as she plans her 
mission trip to Ecuador.  She could use some 
financial help.  Also a dinner to benefit Habitat 
for Humanity will be coming up March 16.  Many 
years ago, when Habitat was started in Lorain 
County, some members of this church were 
involved in its beginnings.  It is a good tradition 
to maintain. 
 

Christian Education Corner  – Mary Karlovec 
 March Madness has hit the Department of 
Christian Education!  There are many activities 
in March so mark your calendar accordingly.  

The month kicks off with Mardi Gras on Sunday, 
March 2 immediately following worship.  A 
pancake/sausage breakfast will be served (a 
freewill offering will be taken to defray costs) 
followed by the putting away of the Alleluias and 
pancake races.  Mardi Gras cupcakes will be 
served and someone will become the “Keeper of 
the Alleluias”!  Wear your beads and flashy 
Mardi Gras colors to church that day!  Beads will 
also be available for those who do not have 
them! 
 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 
March 5 with a simple soup/bread dinner at 6:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The Ash Wednesday 
worship service will follow at 7 p.m.  FAMILIES 
are encouraged to attend.  Packets will be 
available for children to do during the worship 
service.  This event is co-sponsored by Christian 
Education and Deacons. 
 An INTERGENERATIONAL Lenten 
workshop series will be offered on Sundays 
March 9, 23, 30 and April 6 after coffee hour.  
This is an all church workshop program and 
there will be activities for all ages.  Please see 
Pastor Dave’s article for more information. 
 For Lent this year our younger children 
will be receiving a Lenten calendar similar to the 
one they received for Advent.  Families are 
encouraged to spend 15 minutes each day 
during Lent discussing the thought for the day 
and doing any of the activities mentioned.  
Senior high youth will be receiving a booklet 
with Lenten meditations also.  For the adults, a 
“40 Days” bookmark with a selected Bible verse 
for each day will be available. 
 This year our children, youth and adults 
will be receiving Neighbor’s in Need banks to 
utilize during Lent.  This year’s theme is “It’s 
About Justice!”  This mission offering will 
support works of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States and Mexico.  I 
have a “Road Map” for you to follow for the 40 
Days of Lent.  Each day you/your family are 
encouraged to do what is on the “Road Map’ 
and add your spare change to your bank.  We 
will be collecting the banks (hopefully 
overflowing!) on Palm Sunday.  Christian 
Education is doing this project in conjunction 
with the Board of Outreach. 



 Our youth are very appreciative of the 
support given to their Souper Bowl of Caring 
project.  On Super Bowl Sunday $154 was raised 
for Community Care.  A big thank you goes out 
to everyone who supported the soup sale, too.  
Over $300 was raised for the youth summer trip 
to the Regional Youth event in Wisconsin in July. 

The youth will be sponsoring an Easter 
candy sale again this year.  See upcoming 
church bulletins or Becky Williams to order the 
yummy chocolate treats! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
If anyone has material possessions and sees his 
brother in need, but has no pity on him, how can the 
love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love 
with words or tongue, but with actions and in truth. 

1 John 3:17-18 
The Outreach Committee met on 

February 2 with four members present.  In 
keeping with the above passage, we voted to 
donate $4oo to Community Care and $100 to 
Soup for the Spirit.  Please remember to bring 
food and personal items for Community Care. 
They are in need of soup ingredients, canned or 
dry food and warm socks. 
  Many needed items were collected for 
Genesis House, which is a safe haven for abused 
families.  Genesis House also puts out 
information about teen date violence and 
stalking.  Whenever you wish to bring items for 
Genesis House, they would be greatly 
appreciated.  Place these items in the box across 
from the nursery.  Needed items are:  toiletries, 
diapers, soap, baby lotions, wipes, shampoo and 
personal items. 

On March 16 we will be working together 
with Christian Ed sponsoring a spaghetti dinner 
with all proceeds going to Habitat for Humanity. 
It will be held after church with tickets costing 
$10 for adults $5 for children.  There will be 
information available about Habitat for Humanity 
and lots of good food.  Tickets will be sold 
ahead of time. 

This month is our annual plea for money 
for One Great Hour of Sharing [OGHS].  
Outreach members will be having Mission 
Moments sharing information about OGHS.  For 
almost seven decades One Great Hour of 

Sharing has made a difference in the lives of 
people and communities around the world by 
pooling resources, leveraging funds and serving 
through partnerships.  Gifts given through this 
special offering empower people in poverty to 
learn a trade, raise their own food, and grow in 
faith.  United in Christ, we help to provide 
access to healthy food, good education, 
excellent health care, and shelter after 
devastating storms.  Christ's work in the world 
healed the sick, fed the hungry and brought 
hope to communities burdened by challenges. 
The legacy lives on.  Please give generously, for 
as long as a sister or a brother is 
in need, we are all in need.  The 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
collection will be the last Sunday 
in March. 

The Hospitality meal will 
be March 21. The menu is fish or chicken patty, 
perogies w/sour cream, cole slaw, and banana 
pudding. Come and enjoy the meal. 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Betty Fitts 
 After a three year absence I decided to 
return to the Board of Deacons.  Helping to 
make the worship service go smoothly every 
Sunday is a pleasure.  As a committee we work 
well together.  If you have a question about the 
service or think of a better idea, we will discuss 
it and get back to you.  Please feel free to talk 
to any of us. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
Winter has not been kind to us this 

year.  The constant snowfalls require constant 
snowplowing, and that is not without cost.  Even 
though the cost per plowing is less than in the 
past, the number of plowings needed this winter 
has been significant.  

Along with the snow has been the 
extreme cold which has created its own set of 
problems.  The pavement by the elevator entry 
from the parking lot “heaved” to the point where 
the door could not be opened.  Joe Pesch 
contacted Griffith Paving and assisted them in 
leveling the pavement out so that the elevator 



was once again usable.  Many thanks to Joe for 
taking care of that problem. 

Also affected by “heaving” are the double 
glass doors on the east side of the church.  The 
easternmost door will not open or close.   
Fortunately there is still one door not affected 
(so far) that is usable.  Lorain Glass was 
contacted and recommends waiting until the 
heaving subsides before making any 
adjustments.  If we deal with it now, it will need 
to be readjusted when the weather warms up. 

Jack Fitts has volunteered to paint the 
columns in Fellowship Hall.  This is something 
that has needed doing for a while and we thank 
Jack for his work.  By the way, did you know 
that the original name is Whitcomb Hall?  I think 
Fellowship Hall describes the way it is used 
better, but I think it is proper to remember (and 
thank) the members that have helped this 
church grow. 

The Trustees are always interested in 
ways to keep costs down and as a result the 
Church is changing from Time Warner internet 
and Windstream phone service to a “bundle” of 
both telephone and internet from Windstream. 
This change should result in a savings of about 
$80.00/month.  The Trustees thank Linda Matis 
for pursuing this source of savings and seeing it 
through.  Linda does many things for the church 
that are not always apparent, but are very much 
appreciated. 

There are many in the congregation 
whose contributions go unnoticed and 
unrecognized.  I think I can speak for the 
Trustees when I say a sincere “Thank you” to 
those members.  And I know that I speak for 
the Trustees when I say thank you to the 
congregation for continuing to support the 
Church financially. 

 

Mission & Outreach “Armchair Travels” 
 Our deepest appreciation to our Armchair 
Travel guides Suzanne Durant and Millie Gilly 
who took us away from snowy weather to the 
United Kingdom and Africa’s Tanzania via first 
person, informative and sometimes humorous 
commentary, and lots of pictures during coffee 
hour in February.  We’re so fortunate to have 

cooperative congregational involvement in the 
sharing of interesting personal experiences 
on/with our neighbors here and abroad. 
 

Car Show! – Nancy Franks 
 Are you the one to volunteer to keep the 
“Past to Present Car Show” a viable fundraiser 
for our church?  Bob and I are stepping away 
from heading up this program and are looking 
for someone or a group of people enthusiastic 
enough to step forward and make it a winner!  
If you are interested, please contact us at 440-
327-9647.  Plans for this year’s show need to be 
started very soon.  Thank you! 
 

Parish Nurse – Karen Dreger 
 March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month and this is a time to encourage everyone 
over the age of 50 to get screened regularly for 
colorectal cancer.  Colorectal cancer is cancer of 
the rectum or colon.  It’s the second leading 
cause of cancer-related death for both men and 
women.  People over the age of 50 are at the 
highest risk for colorectal cancer.  Other risk 
factors include: 

• Growths (called polyps) inside the colon 
• Family history of colorectal cancer 
• Smoking 
• Health conditions like Crohn’s disease 
• Being African-American 

Here’s the good news:  you can reduce your risk 
if you get screened for colorectal cancer starting 
at the age of 50.  You can also reduce your rish 
of colorectal cancer by: 

• Get active 
• Eat healthy 
• Quit smoking 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Recipe for March 
Dark Chocolate & Cherry Brownies 
Nutritional Information (per serving) 

Calories 110 

Total fat 6 g 

Saturated fat 1 g 

Protein 2 g 

Carbohydrates 13 g 

Dietary fiber 1 g 

Cholesterol 0 mg 

Sodium 150 mg 

Sugars 4 g 

 

¾ cup whole wheat pastry flour 
1 cup granular no-calorie sweetener 
¾ cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
1 tsp. baking powder 
¾ tsp. salt 
1/3 cup cherry preserves, sugar-free 
1/3 cup water 
5 Tbsp. canola oil 
1 large egg, lightly beaten 
1 large egg white 
¼ cup semisweet chocolate chips 
 
� Preheat oven to 350°F. 
� Line a 9-inch square baking pan with 
parchment paper; coat with cooking spray. 
� Weight or lightly spoon flour into dry 
measuring cups; level with a knife.  Combine 
flour, sugar, unsweetened cocoa, baking 
powder and salt in a large bowl; stir with a 
whisk. 
� Combine cherry preserves, water and butter in 
a small saucepan; bring to a boil. 
� Add preserves mixture to flour mixture; stir 
well.  Add egg and egg white; stir until 
smooth.  Stir in semisweet chocolate chips. 
� Scrape batter into prepared pan.  Bake at 
350°F for 25 minutes or until a wooden pick 
inserted in center comes out with a few moist 
crumbs.  Cool in pan on wire rack. 

 

Women’s Book Club 
On March 10 we will be discussing Ladies 

Night by Mary Kay Andrews.  Grace Stanton’s life 

as a rising media star and beloved lifestyle blogger 

takes a surprising turn when she catches her 

husband cheating and torpedoes his pricey sports car 

straight into the family swimming pool.  Grace 

suddenly finds herself locked out of her palatial 

home, checking account, and even the blog she has 

worked so hard to develop in her signature 

style.  Moving in with her widowed mother, who 

owns and lives above a rundown beach bar called 

The Sandbox, is less than ideal.  So is attending 

court-mandated weekly "divorce recovery" therapy 

sessions with three other women and one man for 

whom betrayal seems to be the only 

commonality.  When their “divorce coach” starts to 

act suspiciously, they decide to start having their 

own Wednesday "Ladies' Night" sessions at The 

Sandbox, and the unanticipated bonds that develop 

lead the members of the group to try and find 

closure in ways they never imagined.  Can Grace 

figure out a new way home and discover how strong 

she needs to be to get there?   

For the April 14th book club we will be 
reading The Giver by Lois Lowry; for the May 
12th book club we will be reading Orphan Train 
by Christina Baker Kline.  Book club discussions 
are at the church at 7:00 p.m.  All women of the 
church are welcome to join us. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

3/2 Nema Saleem 
3/4 Vonnie Packard 
3/5 Maureen Nestelle 
3/6 Mary Jane Dreger 
3/7 Pastor Dave Howell 
 Jane Woravka 
 Brian Frederick 
 Melissa Griffith 
3/14 Pat Ducharme 
3/16 Joe Chalkwater 
3/19 Judy Angeline 
3/27 Jim Yost (sr.)  
3/28 Tommy Malinich 
3/30 Arden Dlugosz 

   3/7 Larry & Karen Mytnick 
   3/11 Joe & Dolores Pesch 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

  Ash Wednesday 

Soup & Bread Supper 6 p.m. 

Service & Imposition of Ashes 7 p.m. 

 
 



Ushers & Greeters 
March  

2 
Joe Pesch, Shirley Sunyak, Barb Zinsmeister, 
Millie Gilly 

9 
Mary & Dave Ireland, June Yost, Shirley 
Sunyak 

16 
Krista O’Neill, Vi Elrod, Lynne Petroff, Joe 
Pesch 

23 Charis & Bill Meehan, Ric Sasse, Millie Gilly 

30 
Barb Zinsmeister, Bob Elliott, Ed Connolly, 
Vonnie Packard 

April  

6 
Vi Elrod, Mary Ireland, Joe Pesch, Shirley 
Sunyak 

13 
Dave Ireland, Edie Phillips, June Yost, Tom 
Packard 

20 
Millie Gilly, Becky & Dale Williams, Andrew 
Veliconia 

27 
Krista & Megan O’Neill, Barb Zinsmeister, Ric 
Sasse 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups after 

the service.  If you would like to be taken off the 
Usher List or cannot usher on your designated 

Sunday, please call Becky Williams at 327-1891.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

    Spaghetti Dinner 
To benefit Lorain County 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

Sunday, March 16, 2014       
1:00 p.m. 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

36363 Center Ridge, N. Ridgeville  

Contact: 440-327-2921 

$10 adults           $5 ages 12 & under 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The date for 
the Hospitality with a Heart 

meal for March has been 
changed from March 28 to 

March 21. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1  
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

2  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
Re-dedication of 
sanctuary 
Mardi Gras celebration 
after service 

3  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts committee 
meeting 6:30-8 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

4  
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

5  
Ash Wednesday 
Soup & Bread Supper  
6 pm; Service 7 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 

6  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

8  
 
Community Care Soup 
for the Spirit 6 pm @ 
Tom’s Country Place 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

9  
1st Sunday in Lent 
March birthdays 
celebration 
Simple Soup Luncheon/ 
Lenten Bible Study 
 

10  
Women’s Book Club 
7pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

12  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 

13  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

15  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

16  
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Communion 
Habitat for Humanity 
Spaghetti Dinner 
fundraiser 1 pm 
Newsletter article due 

17  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

18  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

19  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 
4-H 6:30 pm 

20  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

21  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

22  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

23  
3rd Sunday in Lent 
Simple Soup Luncheon/ 
Lenten Bible Study 
 

24  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

25  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

26  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 

27  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

29  
Swiss Steak Dinner  
4:30 & 6 pm seating 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

30  
4th Sunday in Lent 
Simple Soup Luncheon/ 
Lenten Bible Study 
 

31  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

 


