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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Dave 
April moves us into the remainder of the season of Lent through Holy 

Week and into the Season of Easter.  As I said last month this year at First 
Congregational we will be focusing the “Table” as central to the life and 
teaching of the church.  We see the communion table all of the time as we 
enter the sanctuary of our church and almost take it for granted.  But there 
is reason that that table and the rituals associated with it are central to us as 
Christians.  This Lent, Holy Week and Easter morning itself at FCUCC will 
focus on the table.   

We continue our discussions around the theme “Just Eating:  
Practicing Our Faith at the Table” at the end of each coffee hour after 
church.  March 30 and April 6 we will share Simple Soup Luncheons and a 
short shared intergenerational study time on “Food Sharing as Sacramental”.  
During worship each week we will continue following Jesus on the way to 
Jerusalem and the climax of his ministry - the Crucifixion - marking each 
Sunday by snuffing out one candle as we move closer to that dark day. 

During coffee hour on Palm Sunday with the help of Nancy Franks 
and the Trustees we will share the experience of a Passover Seder meal 
which forms the basis for the Last Supper which Jesus shared with his 
disciples on the Thursday evening before the Crucifixion.    

On Maundy (or Holy) Thursday we will honor the tradition of the 
Last Supper with our Celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  Our worship together 
will begin at 7 p.m. 

On Good Friday we will join other churches from our community in a 
Cross Walk as we carry a symbolic cross from the gazebo in South Central 
Park to the intersection of Rt. 83 and Center Ridge Road, offering a 
celebration which includes readings, spoken word, singing and prayer as we 
carry the cross through town.  We’ll meet at the gazebo at 5:30 p.m. to 
begin the walk. 

On Easter Sunday we will begin with a Sunrise Service which will 
conclude with a balloon release followed by a potluck Easter breakfast.  The 
Resurrection Celebration Cards attached to the balloons last year garnered 
us a response from a UCC congregation outside Buffalo, NY.  During this 
service we will also open the Alleluias which were put away at our Mardi 
Gras pancake luncheon.  At 10 a.m. we will gather in the sanctuary for our 
Easter Morning Communion Service to renew our faith and ready us to move 
ahead in the year before us.

To 
Share 
Faith, 
Hope 
and 
Love 
with 
all. 
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Join us as we rediscover the rest of Lent, 
Holy Week and the beginning of the Easter 
season.  Let us remember how central “the 
table” has always been in the life of the church, 
for instance as described in Luke’s Gospel in one 
of the Resurrection experiences…  ” As they 
approached the village to which they were 

going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 

farther. But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with 
us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 

over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When 

he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it 

to them. Then their eyes were opened and they 

recognized him…”   Luke 24:28-31a 
 

Moderator’s Moment 
 I would encourage anyone looking for a 
meaningful Lenten experience to attend the 
Pastor’s bible study sessions immediately after 
church services on March 30 and April 6. 
 Spring – a magic word especially after 
such a long, cold, snowy winter.  If winter 
seems long to those of us who can be out, think 
about those who cannot be out.  A phone call or 
card would be appreciated by the following 
shut-in members:  Bill Elliott, Betty Noland, Billie 
Bier, Betty Jackson, Eleanor Wood, and Peg 
Hopkins.  If you need any of their addresses, 
please contact the church office or check the 
recently printed 2014 Members and Friends 
Address & Telephone Number Book.  (Contact 
the office for a copy.) 
 Too often those who have worked long 
and hard feel forgotten because they can no 
longer be active.  Even as they can no longer 
question finances, bake pies, make crafts, chair 
dinners or paper the restroom, they are the past 
pillars of the church.  You are urged to 
remember them. 
 I wish you all a blessed Easter and a 
happy, healthy spring. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
The Board of Christian Education would 

like to thank everyone who attended the Mardi 
Gras celebration!  We were excited at the large 
turnout!  Brian Frederick found the coin in his 

cupcake and is the “Keeper of the Alleluias.”  He 
will present the Alleluias back to the 
congregation on Easter Sunday.   

On Easter Sunday please remember to 
bring back your One Great Hour of Sharing 
banks and envelopes.  During Lent, our banks 
and birthday bags are the 2 outreach projects 
that Christian Education decided to focus on 
with both the children and adults.  As of this 
writing, 17 birthday bags have been returned to 
me.  Community Care will give out birthday bags 
to families on a child’s birthday so they can have 
all the things necessary for a fun celebration!  If 
you do not have time to gather the things 
needed (see below), make a $10 donation to CE 
and we will buy the necessary supplies. 

Our youth will be attending the Great 
Lakes Regional Youth Event in Wisconsin 
this summer.  To help defray the costs, the 
youth are selling homemade chocolate Easter 
candy.  Please consider purchasing some to help 
our youth!  All candy will be ready for pick up on 
Palm Sunday.  See order sheet in the Messenger 
for more information. 

Our Sunday School is growing!  We 
started the Fall with an average of 4 children in 
the younger ages.  We are now averaging 8-10 
children on a Sunday morning!  As a result we 
need more help!  (What a WONDERFUL 
problem!)  If you are willing to assist our 
teachers, please let Karen Veliconia or myself 
know.   An extra set of hands for projects and 
bathroom help will make things run so much 
more smoothly. 

Just a reminder that there is NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL on Easter.  Packets will be available for 
children to do in church during worship.  Have a 
Happy Easter! 

 
Birthday Bags 

• Cake mix and can of frosting 
• Birthday candles 
• Birthday plates/napkins/cups 

Can also include: 
• Party hats/noisemakers/balloons 

 
Please return all bags by Easter 
Sunday to Mary’s office! 
 



Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
Two of the children from our Community 

Care family had birthdays in March so gifts were 
purchased and taken to Community Care so they 
could enjoy their special day.  We allotted $50 
each for these gifts.  Clothes and toys filled their 
gift bags so they might have a wonderful 
birthday. 

Outreach and Christian Education cooked 
a spaghetti dinner on Sunday, March 16 to raise 
funds for Habitat for Humanity.  With the help 
and support of the entire church, we were able 
to raise over $2,000.  A special thank you to 
Pete Veliconia for all his effort and planning. 

Next month’s Hospitality with a Heart 
meal will be spaghetti, bread, salad and dessert. 
Come and eat with us. 

The One Great Hour of Sharing campaign 
started March 23 and will run through April 6. 
The theme this year is “We are One”.  Lives are 
transformed through the support that provides 
clean water, food, medicines, shelter, health 
care, education and disaster relief in the United 
States and internationally.  For more information 
about OGHS, visit at www.ucc.org/oghs. 
 Thank you to everyone who helps with 
the many fund raisers and projects Outreach 
takes on throughout the year. 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Keith Schoonover 
 I would like to start by saying Happy 
Spring to everyone.  It has been a long winter 
but better days are soon to be here.  We are in 
full Lenten season mode and things seem to be 
going well.  We have had lots of participation 
from our congregation which is awesome.  
Please see Pastor Dave’s column for all of the 
information on our Holy Week events.  We 
would like to ask everyone to bring a dish to 
share (i.e. breakfast casserole or egg strata) for 
the Easter Sunday potluck breakfast.  I hope 
that the experience we all have during this time 
will be fulfilling.  As for myself, I love this time 
of year.  May God bless you and your families. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
Is it April already?  Actually, as I write 

this (in March), the snow is falling, the wind is 

blowing and it is cold; I hope when you read 
this, spring has finally arrived.  I once heard the 
following about the weather in northern Ohio 
(and other northern states):  “nine months of 
winter and three months of lousy 
sledding”.  Also, as we get closer to spring, it is 
time to start thinking about spring cleaning, an 
annual event in the life of the church.  The date 
will be announced soon so that you can mark 
your calendars. 

The Swiss Steak Dinner is probably over 
by the time you read this, but I want to take the 
opportunity to thank all the volunteers for their 
time and hard work.  This is one of the major 
fundraisers and everything that you, the 
congregation, provide helps in the bottom 
line.  Without your help it would never happen 
at all.  Thank you again for your continued 
support! 

The church received a thank you card 
from the painters for the work refreshing the 
sanctuary.  I spoke with the owner, John 
Mazzuco, and told him that I had heard nothing 
but good things about the work his crew 
did.  He requested that if anyone belonged to 
Angie’s List he would appreciate it if they would 
put their comments online.  Thanks again to 
everyone for your contributions that allowed this 
work to be done! 

There has been much conversation about 
the problems and issues that the Center Ridge 
Road widening project will bring.  Bob Franks 
and Joe Pesch from the Trustees attended the 
town meeting that was held to discuss the 
project, and Bob Franks and I met with an 
appraiser hired by the state.  We should get the 
appraiser’s report in a month or two and I am 
anxious to see the paperwork. 

In closing, the Trustees wish everyone a 
joyous and blessed Easter! 
 

Parish Nurse – Karen Dreger 
When you read this, the snow should be 

gone and warmer days will beckon us outside.  
It is a good time to start walking.  Walk alone 
for some “me” time and introspection; walk with 
friends to support each other; walk as a family 
or walk for a cause.  Start small and gradually 



build up your time.  Let me know if you want 
information on starting a walking group. 

I want to thank everyone for a good start 
on our steps to a healthier path.  The 
committees have made a good effort to have 
healthier snacks at coffee hour, especially on the 
third Sunday of the month.  Please keep the 
healthy snacks coming and don’t forget to offer 
water as a beverage. 

In March I attended a workshop on the 
impact domestic violence has on children.  
Genesis House and Lorain County Children 
Services were two of the participants.  It was 
sad, but hopeful.  Families need their faith-
based communities to be there for them. 

If you read this soon enough, there are 
two special dates in April to be aware of:   

� April 11 is a candlelight vigil from 7-9 
p.m. at 1800 West Erie Ave (Lakeview 
Park) in Lorain to take a stand as a united 
community against violent acts of crime 
as well as honoring all victims of crime 
and their families.  The candlelight vigil is 
for those who have been impacted by 
crime and those who want to take a 
stand against it. 

� April 9 has been 
designated as “Wear 
Blue Day” in Ohio in 
recognition of Child 
Abuse Awareness Month 
and you are invited to 
join others in turning 
Lorain County “blue” for a day.  You 
could organize your school, workplace, 
club or family.  Wear Blue Day is an 
opportunity to connect and have those 
important discussions of topics and issues 
that don’t always come up.  This is our 
community, these are our children and 
we can stand for them by wearing 
blue.  Thank you for caring. 

 
We invite you to check out the 

Congregational Wellness Project online for lots 
of great information about your health!  
http://faithandwellness.org/ 
 

Car Show! – Nancy Franks 
 Are you the one to volunteer to keep the 
“Past to Present Car Show” a viable fundraiser 
for our church?  Bob and I are stepping away 
from heading up this program and are looking 
for someone or a group of people enthusiastic 
enough to step forward and make it a winner!  
If you are interested, please contact us at 440-
327-9647.  Plans for this year’s show need to be 
started very soon.  Thank you! 
 

Women’s Book Club 
For the April 14th book club we will be 

reading The Giver by Lois Lowry.  “In a world 

with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no 

unemployment, and where every family is happy, 12-

year-old Jonas is chosen to be the community's 

Receiver of Memories.  Under the tutelage of the 

Elders and an old man known as the Giver, he 

discovers the disturbing truth about his utopian 

world and struggles against the weight of its 

hypocrisy.  With echoes of Brave New World, in this 

1994 Newbery Medal winner, Lowry examines the 

idea that people might freely choose to give up their 

humanity in order to create a more stable society. 

Gradually Jonas learns just how costly this ordered 

and pain-free society can be, and boldly decides he 

cannot pay the price.” 

For the May 12th book club we will be 
reading Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline.  
Book club discussions are at the church at 7:00 
p.m.  All women of the church are welcome to 
join us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

May 4 
after worship service 

Guest speaker Judy Rudolph  
to present short program: 

“Preserving Health & 
Preventing Disease” 

Refreshments provided 

Free blood pressure 
screenings 



Ushers & Greeters 
April  

6 

Vi Elrod, Mary Ireland, Joe Pesch, Shirley 

Sunyak 

13 

Dave Ireland, Edie Phillips, June Yost, Tom 

Packard 

20 

Millie Gilly, Becky & Dale Williams, Andrew 

Veliconia 

27 Krista & Megan O’Neill, Ric Sasse 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups after 
the service.  If you would like to be taken off the 
Usher List or cannot usher on your designated 
Sunday, please call Becky Williams at 327-1891.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4/1 Krista O’Neill 
4/2 Bob Schmittgen 
4/4 Tim O’Neill 
4/5 Betty Jackson 
4/8 Paula Dudek 
4/14 Dave Poe 
4/15 Catherine Craigs 
 Heather Smith 
4/16 John Petroff 
4/19 Kyle Nestelle 
4/23 Brian Zinsmeister 
4/25 Vaughn Dee Repenning 
4/30 Dolores Pesch 
 June Yost 

 4/3 Ric & Sallie Sasse 
 4/15 Andy & Shirley Sunyak 
 4/25 Dave & Mary Ireland 
  Bob & Linda Matis 
 4/28 Jim & June Yost 

 

Habitat for Humanity Groundbreaking Ceremony 
 

� Invocation presented by Pastor Dave Howell 
 
 

� See our church’s name featured on the 
sponsor board 

 

� Performance by the Elyria High School 
Madrigals 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

2  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 
4-H 6:30 pm 

3  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

5  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

6  
5th Sunday in Lent 
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
Simple Soup Luncheon/ 
Lenten Bible Study 
 

7  
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts committee 
meeting 6:30-8 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

9  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 

10  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

12  
CE making Easter 
candy 4 pm 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

13  
Palm Sunday 
CE Easter candy sale 
Seder Meal at coffee 
hour 
 

14  
Habitat for Humanity 
Groundbreaking 1 pm 
Women’s Book Club 
7pm 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

16  
Choir 7:30 pm 
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 
4-H 6:30 pm 

17  
Maundy Thursday 
Service 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

18  
OFFICE CLOSED 
Good Friday 

Good Friday Cross 
Walk 5:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

19  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

20  
Easter  
Sunrise service  
7:30 am 
Easter breakfast 
Worship service 10 am 
 

21  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

23  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 

24  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

25  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

26  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9 am 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

27  
April birthdays 
Church leadership 
training (CE) 
 

28  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

29  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 6:30 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

30  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 


