
 
 

  
 
 
Interim Minister 
Dave Howell 
 
Director, Christian 
Education 
Mary Karlovec 

Moderator 
Regenia Comerford 

Vice-Moderator 
June Yost 

Chair, Christian  
Education 
Karen Veliconia 

Co-Chairs, Deacons 
Diana Goode 
Keith Schoonover 

Chair, Outreach 
Edie Phillips 

Chair, Trustees 
Roy Dreger 

Treasurer, Secretary 
Linda Matis 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Dave  
“The strife is o'er, the battle done; the victory o f life is won; the song of triumph has 
begun: Alleluia!”              Text: Anonymous Latin; trans. by Francis Pott, 1832-1909 
 Lent in the past was often thought entirely of as a time of fasting, 
a time of “giving something up.”  That was all turned around at Easter.  
With the Resurrection the church entered a season of positive celebration.  
We tend to drop whatever sort of Lenten discipline we participated in and 
simply live into Easter’s joy.  
 Easter starts by restoring some Alleluias into our lives and then we 
are given fifty days – which is longer than the forty day of Lent – to allow 
the Easter experience to be absorbed - the new life that Easter brings. 
Supposedly the holy habits we acquired during Lent allow us to fully enjoy 
the Easter blessing.  The Great Fifty Days of Easter enabled us to become 
true bearers of God’s good news in Christ. 
 Well there is more to Easter than celebration to enjoy.  It also 
gives us work to do:  life-giving and transforming work.  Easter calls us to 
work to create a more life-giving, life-altering way of living, which will be 
year-round and biblically grounded.  We move forward until Pentecost 
when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the 
Church. 

 The things ahead of us that give us a chance to continue the 
Easter transformation that will lead us forward to Pentecost here at First 
Congregational UCC include some of the following:  
� the outdoor clean-up day around the church, 
� working on the Habitat-for-Humanity House building project,  
� continuing with our monthly Hospitality with a Heart Meals, 
� getting ready for our Vacation Bible School, and  
� supporting the process for the search 

committee and all the other general things 
that we have to do to keep the life of the 
church going. 

Let us keep the life of the church moving ahead.  
 

Pastoral Search Committee Update – Karen Veliconia,  Chairperson 
The Pastoral Search Committee would like to share with the 

congregation the process for calling our new long term minister as well as 
update you on where we are in that process.
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The process is a long one that includes 
reading profiles sent to us by the Association at 
the request of candidates, watching DVDs or 
online links to sermons by the candidates we 
feel have potential, checking references for 
candidates, interviewing candidates, and then 
observing the candidate we feel may be our 
next minister officiate a service at a neutral 
location.  After further discussions with that 
candidate, we would present the candidate to 
the congregation for approval.  

To date we have read and discussed 
approximately 50 profiles which average 15-25 
pages in length.  We have viewed sermons for 6 
candidates and have 8 more we will be 
watching.  If we feel any of those candidates 
could potentially be a good fit for our church, we 
will be moving into the interviewing of the 
references and candidates.  During this process, 
we continue to review profiles that are sent to 
us which results in having candidates at various 
stages in the process.  

This is a confidential process, so the 
committee members cannot discuss who the 
candidates are with anyone other than 
committee members.  However, if you have any 
questions about the process, I would encourage 
you to ask me or any of the other members.  
The members of the committee are: Jen 
Anderson, Holly Chalkwater, Vi Elrod, Diana 
Goode, Mary Karlovec, Bob Olesen, Joe Pesch, 
and Karen Veliconia. 

The Search Committee is dedicated to 
finding the right person to be our next spiritual 
leader and do not want to settle for somebody 
who might just be OK.  I ask for the 
congregation’s prayers and patience as we 
continue the search and thank Pastor Dave for 
serving our congregation as Interim during this 
search process.  

 

 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As I write this, we have just finished the 

Lenten season.  Thank you to everyone who 
participated in our Lenten programming and 
outreach projects.  We will be delivering 25 
birthday bags to Community Care in the next 
week.  Many One Great Hour of Sharing banks 
were returned (collecting $86.27!).  Thank you 
to Pastor Dave for leading the adult Lenten 
programming each Sunday during Lent and 
Nancy Franks for her beautiful additions to the 
Sunday School wing hallway!  And to everyone 
who ordered candy from the youth sale, a HUGE 
thank you!  It will offset some of the cost for the 
youth going to the Regional Youth Event this 
summer.  Thank you to Becky Williams for 
organizing this project and Karen Veliconia for 
her help, too!  
 On Sunday, June 1 we will 
be honoring our HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE GRADUATES!  An 
invitation will be going out to those 
families.  We encourage all 
graduates to attend church that Sunday so 
we can honor them during church and at coffee 
hour.  We know that Jacob Chalkwater, 
Stephanie Matis and Emily Williams are 
graduating from high school and Kelsey 
Veliconia and (Stephanie Malinich?) from 
college.  If there are others who we have 
missed and need to honor, please let me know 
ASAP!  We do not want to miss anyone as we 
want to celebrate their accomplishments! 
 We are in the early stages of planning a 
one day Men’s Retreat for sometime this 
summer.  We are looking at a Saturday 
afternoon/evening or Sunday after church event.  
If you have a specific preference, please let 
Karen Veliconia or I know by May 5 as we will 
be going forward with our plans! 
 I am leading a workshop at Regional 
Youth Event utilizing the prayer box idea that we 
did at the Women’s Retreat last November.  I 
am grateful to Carol Scharmann for making me 
the inserts but I am in need of “extras” for the 
50 boxes I am estimated to make with 
youth/adults.  If you are a scrap booker or card 
maker and have little embellishments or word 
phrases lying around, I could use them!  If you 



are not sure of my needs, I have my prayer box 
at church that I can show you!  As a workshop 
leader, not only do we volunteer our time and 
talents but the supplies to do the workshop!  If 
you are so inclined, gift cards for Pat 
Catan’s/Michael’s would also be appreciated to 
purchase the supplies.    
 Finally, our last day of Sunday School 
is officially June 1.  Starting on Sunday, June 8 
we will go into “summer mode” and there will be 
Sunday School only for those completing second 
grade and younger after the children’s time in 
worship! 
 

 

Save the dates!             

August 3-5 

Intergenerational 

Vacation Bible School! 

Back by Popular Demand! 

SCUBA!!! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
Our committee met in April with Nancy 

Franks, Cathy Cornman and Edie Phillips in 
attendance.  We voted to spend $75 to 
purchase an Easter basket for our Community 
Care family.  We purchased gift cards and candy 
and other fun items then delivered the basket to 
Community Care. 
 A donation of $100 was given to Church 
World Services to be used to provide tools and 
blankets to places where disasters have 
occurred. 
 Thank you to all who gave to One Great 
Hour of Sharing.  A total of $527.27 was 
collected.  Some people used the envelopes 
provided and others gave using the banks given 
out on Mardi Gras Sunday by Christian Ed.  All 
moneys given will be appreciated and put to 
good use. 

It has been a long hard and cold winter 
but now we can put away the shovels and tune 
up the lawn mowers.  It seems like things do 
get better sooner or later. 

The Hospitality with a Heart meal menu 
for May has not been decided yet.  I 
want to clean out the freezer so we 
may have spaghetti. Whatever we 
have will be even better if you come 
and join us. A big thank you to all who help with 
this important Outreach project. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
Easter is behind us, so now it is time to 

think SPRING!  That’s right, you can now take 
your pick of many outdoor activities and that 
includes our church’s annual spring cleanup 
day.  This year it will be held on May 31 from 
9:00 am to noon.  Lunch and beverages will be 
provided.  And just to clarify, there are many 
indoor opportunities to choose from as well.  In 
the past these have included cleaning in the 
kitchen, washing windows, cleaning and 
organizing the shed out back, etc.  So bring your 
cleaning or gardening tools and join in the fun! 

So far this year we have paid two rather 
large bills.  The painting of the sanctuary is one 
and the second half of the cost of the flat roof 
replacement over Mary Karlovec’s office being 
the other.  These are on top of the regular bills 
such as insurance, employee wages, utilities - 
the regular monthly items.  I mention this to 
remind everyone that with summer vacations 
coming up, pledges can be overlooked.  Please 
remember your pledge when you plan your 
vacation since the bills need to be paid all year 
long.  As always, thank you for your continued 
support of your church. 

The Trustees have been trying to plan 
ahead for the Center Ridge Road widening 
project.  Bob Franks and I met with the 
appraiser; Bob Franks and Joe Pesch went to a 
public forum put on by the city and ODOT; and I 
went to an informational meeting about eminent 
domain rights presented by attorney.  Estimates 
to replace the lost parking and move the front 
sign total about $22,000.  It is likely that there 
will be other costs which may include a retaining 



wall in front of the church due to the slope of 
the front yard and the possibility of needing to 
reopen the front entrance on the east side, 
where it once was.  Plans can be accessed from 
the City of North Ridgeville’s website.  At the 
time of this writing we do not know what ODOT 
is going to offer to the church, or how we will 
need to proceed after we receive it.  There is 
the possibility that we may wish to contest the 
offer and we will need legal representation at 
that point, which is another expense.  We 
should know more exactly where we stand 
shortly.  Just FYI, an independent appraiser can 
cost between $2,000 and $10,000 and that is 
why we are waiting until we hear from the state 
before we move on that issue.  Legal costs 
normally run about 33% of all monies received 
above the original offer unless you wish to pay 
an hourly rate, normally in the $200 to $400 an 
hour range.  The “devil” is indeed in the details. 
 

Parish Nurse – Karen Dreger 
FREE MAMMOGRAMS 

for those who qualify 

Saturday, June 14 7:30am-12 pm 
The Women’s Health Center at 
Mercy Regional Medical Center 

3700 Kolbe Road, Lorain 

This program is also available on a daily basis 
based on individual needs.  Please call Debbie at 
960-3624 with any questions and to begin the 
registration process.  YOU MUST CALL THIS 
NUMBER TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
PROGRAM.  This event includes a free 
mammogram as well as free breast health 
education.  This program is for women age 40 
and over who are low income and/or uninsured/ 
under-insured (example, high deductible or high 
co-pay).  Please call for additional information if 
you are unable to attend on this date but think 
you would qualify for a free mammogram based 
on age and income. 

Funds for this program are provided by Catholic Health 

Partners Mercy Outreach Program, Community Foundation 

of Lorain County, Mercy Foundation of Lorain County, and 

the Mercy Pink Ribbon Fund. 

 
 

Women’s Book Club 
Book club discussions are at the church at 

7:00 p.m.  All women of the church are welcome 
to join us.  For our May 12th gathering we will be 
discussing Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline 

Orphan Train is a gripping story of 
friendship and second chances from Christina 
Baker Kline, author of Bird in Hand and The Way 
Life Should Be.  Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is 
close to “aging out” out of the foster care 
system.  A community service position helping 
an elderly woman clean out her home is the only 
thing keeping Molly out of juvie and worse.  As 
she helps Vivian sort through her possessions 
and memories, Molly learns that she and Vivian 
aren’t as different as they seem to be.  A young 
Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, 
Vivian was put on a train to the Midwest with 
hundreds of other children whose destinies 
would be determined by luck and chance.  Molly 
discovers that she has the power to help Vivian 
find answers to mysteries that have haunted her 
for her entire life – answers that will ultimately 
free them both.  Rich in detail and epic in scope, 
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline is a 
powerful novel of upheaval and resilience, of 
unexpected friendship, and of the secrets we 
carry that keep us from finding out who we are. 
 

Address Book Updates 
If you have gotten a yellow-covered copy of the 
2014 Church Members and Friends Address & 
Telephone Book, please note the following 
updates that need to be made: 

Esber, Steve  telephone # 216-533-4706 
Fitts, Jack, Betty telephone # 440-327-5358 
Gast, Sandy telephone # 440-452-7711; 

address 9055 Colley Circle, 
N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

King, Charlotte telephone # 440-366-6046; 
address 114 Woodview Dr., 
Elyria, OH 44035 

If you have a pink-covered copy, these updates 
have been made for you.  Please contact the 
church office with any others. 
 
 



 
 
 

5/1 Shirley Sunyak 
5/5 Megan O’Neill 
5/9 Maynard Ickes 
5/13 Chris Dlugosz 
5/14 Greg Dudek 
5/15 Kate Harrold 
 Regenia Comerford 
 Gary Hannold 
5/21 Bob Olesen 
5/30 Sue Mays 
5/31 Sallie Sasse 

  5/15 Jack & Betty Fitts 
  5/21 Joe & Sandy Chalkwater 
  5/29 Dave & Peggy Poe 
  5/30 Maynard & Vivian Ickes 
 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
May  

4 
Lynne Petroff, Andrew Veliconia, Ed Connolly, 
Mary Ireland 

11 
Edie Phillips, Shirley Sunyak, Joe Pesch, Ric 
Sasse 

18 Vi Elrod, Vonnie & Tom Packard, June Yost 
25 Bob Elliott, Charis & Bill Meehan, Ed Connolly 

June  

1 
Edie Phillips, Joe Pesch, Shirley Sunyak,  
Millie Gilly 

8 Mary & Dave Ireland, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
15 Krista & Megan O’Neill, Vi Elrod, Lynne Petroff 
22 Bill & Charis Meehan, Ric Sasse, Millie Gilly 

29 
Andrew Veliconia, Bob Elliott, Ed Connolly,  
Vonnie Packard 

 
Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 

collect attendance sheets and Communion cups after 
the service.  If you would like to be taken off the 

Usher List, please call Becky Williams at 327-1891.  
 

 
Easter Sunrise Service Balloon Release 

Responses Received 
 

“Hi Folks!  Just wanted to let you know that 

my husband and I found your balloon & card 

while taking our granddaughter for a walk on 

Monday, April 21st.  Your blessings traveled 

pretty far!  We live in Colebrook Twp. in 

southwest Ashtabula County.” 

Laurie Warren, 

Orwell, Ohio 
 (Pat Kyle’s balloon) 

 

 

 

 

 

“Dear Pastor Dave and church members, 

It was a very nice surprise to find your cards 

(two balloons must have been caught 

together).  It is always nice to have a sort of 

‘pick-me-up’ after such a long and hard winter.  

We have a farm, and I was spreading manure 

from our sheep, always an Easter blessing, 

when I found your notes.  Hope all in your 

church family had the most blessed Easter 

and many prayers for the year ahead.” 

God Bless! 

Tim and Zada Croskey, 

Centerville, PA 
(Pastor Dave’s balloons) 

 

 

 

The 2014 Swiss Steak Dinner 
profits totaled $4,460.57. Thank 
you to co-chairs Regenia Comerford 
and Diana Goode, and everyone who 
donated to and/or worked the dinner 
for all of your hard work! 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

3  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

4  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
Parish Nurse program 
after service 
 

5  
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts committee 
meeting 6:30-8 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

6  
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

7  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 
4-H 6:30 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

10  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

11  
Mother's Day 
May birthdays 
celebration 
 

12 
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

14  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8pm 

15  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

17  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

18  
Communion 

19  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

21  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 
4-H 6:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

24  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

25  
 

26  
Memorial Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30-8 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

30  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

31  
Spring Clean Up  
9 am-noon 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

Pastor Dave vacation 


