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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Dave 
"When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting."          Acts 2:1-2 
 

“What happened on Pentecost is the early church got unstuck.  They 
found a power larger than the power they had known.  It came from outside 
them but invaded their space.  A lot of us get stuck and know the desperate 
need to have somebody open the door and let the wind rush in.  We 
ourselves can’t even move out of our chairs.  Our elbows rest on the table, 
holding up our sunken chins.  Pentecost guarantees that the whole climate 
can change in a room that the "weather" can shift, that people who thought 
they were stuck can be unstuck.”  Donna Schaper, Senior Minister of Judson 
Memorial Church, New York, New York 

The recent storms that shook up North Ridgeville make these quotes 
ever more real.  As I stood at the door of the apartment complex that I live 
in during the week with several others, in the near silence we could hear the 
sound of the nearby tornado passing through Lorain County.  Though eerie, 
it was fascinating and literally froze us in the spot we were standing even 
though we all should have been running for the basement.  We were lucky 
that it only touched down briefly at a distance from where we were.  But in 
that moment I could imagine the “dumb-founded” reaction of the disciples in 
that upper room.  Overwhelmed and probably stopped mid-sentence, jarred 
and changed forever they were shaken to their very core. 

According to Donna Schaper they became “unstuck.”  Fear and 
confusion had kept them from moving forward for weeks…but now that was 
all changed….the wind had changed them and shaken them loose.  Their 
tongues were loosed and they began to speak “in different languages”.  
Peter went and spoke to the crowd that had gathered attracted to the sound 
of that same wind. 
 “People of Jerusalem…Jesus of Nazareth was commended to you by 
God…”  This was at the heart of what he was to say.  “Jesus was 
commended to you by God.”  Shaken free they could now speak about Jesus 
to the people and move out into the streets again to serve as Jesus had 
served and called them to do. 

On Sunday, June 8 we will celebrate the disciple becoming “Unstuck.”  
June 8 is Pentecost Sunday – the formal beginning of the Church, not just 

To 
Share 
Faith, 
Hope 
and 
Love 
with 
all. 

June 2014 



First Congregational UCC but the whole 
“shabang” –the Universal Church.  Pentecost is, 
for lack of a better phrase, the birthday of the 
church.  Come and celebrate with us that day.  
We will have a special service and balloon 
release/benediction outside before going 
together to Fellowship Hall for a birthday 
celebration, not just for the Church but for all 
the June birthdays as well.  SEE YOU THERE! 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
On Sunday, June 1 we will be honoring 

our high school and college graduates during 
worship and coffee hour.  This 
year there are four high school 
graduates.  Graduating from 
North Ridgeville High School 
are:  Jacob Chalkwater, 
Stephanie Matis and Emily 

Williams.  Matthew Alpine is graduating from 
Trinity High School in Garfield Heights.  Our two 
college graduates are: Stephanie Malinich 
from Ohio State and Kelsey Veliconia from 
Bowling Green.  Congratulations to all the 
graduates! 

Sunday, June 8 is Pentecost Sunday and 
the beginning of our summer schedule for 
Sunday School.  Children 3 years old through 
completion of second grade will leave church 
after the children’s time for summer workshop 
activities.  All older children/youth will remain in 
church. 

Sunday, June 15 is Father’s Day and 
Christian Education will be providing ice cream 
sundaes during coffee hour!  Bring your dad to 
church and join us for a yummy sundae!  
(Dessert is always best first!) 

This year Megan O’Neill and Andrew 
Veliconia will be traveling to Lakeland College in 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin July 10-13 for the 
Regional Youth Event of the United Church of 
Christ.  The theme this year is “Send Me.”  
Kelsey Veliconia and Pastor Dave are going as 
chaperones and I will be there already as part of 
the planning team.  Thank you to both of them 
for being willing to chaperone as well as leading 
a workshop.  I am still looking for donations of 
scrapbooking/card making stickers and 

embellishments for the prayer boxes I will be 
making with 50 youth/adults.  If you are not 
sure what I need, come see me!   

Finally, don’t forget the date!  Our 
intergenerational Vacation Bible School will be 
Sunday, August 3 through Tuesday, August 5 
from 6-8:30 p.m.  Information and registration 
will be coming soon via e-mail and the Sunday 
bulletin.  
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
May has brought much rain and many 

storms causing flooding resulting in losses of 
material possessions.  Our hearts go out to 
those people but thankfully no lives were lost. 
We are made aware of how human we are.  We 
are not in control, only God is. 
 Soon school will be out for the summer 
and many children who received free lunches at 
school will not have that.  Community Care has 
a summer lunch program but they need help 
from the community and 
churches.  A list of food items 
needed is included in this 
newsletter. Please bring food to 
church on Sunday mornings and 
place them in boxes that will be 
provided.  I know our congregation will come 
through for Community Care.  No child should 
ever be hungry in America. 

Florence Garner has been sending care 
packages to military men and women for several 
years.  Our committee voted to give her $50.00 
towards the cost of postage.  Thank you, 
Florence, for your dedication. 

Nancy reported the baseball team we are 
sponsoring are six and seven year old children. 
They will be wearing shirts with our church’s 
logo.  We want to attend a game and cheer 
them on.  It is always fun to watch kids play 
ball. 

We received thank you letters from CUE, 
Community Care, Family Promise, and Genesis 
House for gifts of money and items needed. 

At the Hospitality with a Heart meal we 
will be serving hamburgers or hot dogs, chips, 
cole slaw, and ice cream sundaes. Please come 
join us on the last Friday of every month. 



 
Community Care 

Summer Lunch Program Food Drive 

throughout the month of June 

Collection boxes located in Narthex & 

Sunday School wing 

Items needed: 

� Cans of Manwich or sloppy joe 

mix, Spaghettios, ravioli (large or 

small cans) 

� Fruit cups 
� Saltine crackers 
� Cans of Kool-aid mix 
� Small packages of raisins 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Kari Dlugosz 
Yay, summer is almost here!!!  I am 

definitely looking forward to some warmer 
weather.  The snow and sub-freezing 
temperatures are definitely not for me!!   

I wanted to take this opportunity to let 
everyone know what will be going on for the 
church services during the month of June.   
 
� June 1:  We are honoring all the graduates 
from high school and college.  The 
Deacons wish the grads the best of luck in 
their future endeavors!! 

� June 8:  Pentecost Sunday with 
Communion.  Please help us to celebrate 
the birth of the Church!  We will also be 
acknowledging fellow officers of the church 
and closing the service with a balloon 
release.  

� June 15:  Trinity Sunday and Father’s Day.  
A big thank you to all of you fathers out 
there.  This daughter sure is glad to have 
such a wonderful Dad!! 

� June 22:  Communion 
 
I hope everyone has a great summer and I will 
see you at church on Sunday!! 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
Summer is here for real, I believe.  With 

the warmer weather come the outdoor activities 
that have needed to be done ever since winter 
ended.  I would like to say “thank you” to all 
those who will be participating in clean-up 
day.  The church always looks neater and more 
inviting following this work, and being inviting is 
important in our ministry to our community.  
Many people believe that a neat, well-kept 
appearance is important in attracting people to 
our, or any other, church.  When the paving of 
our parking lot was done, it was done, in part, 
because it was more inviting than gravel.  I 
believe that if people take time to come in and 
worship with us, they will feel the friendship and 
fellowship within our congregation. 

By now you may have had an opportunity 
to look at the road widening plans that Joe 
Pesch was able to obtain.  The many lines on it 
can be confusing.  The appraiser from ODOT 
was even unsure about some of them, so don't 
feel alone if you don't totally “get it”.  I believe 
the big issue for our Church is the amount of 
front yard that is being taken, and what changes 
that may force us to make and at what cost. 

Summer is traditionally the time for family 
vacations and day trips, also golfing, swimming 
and all kinds of outdoor sports.  As you plan 
your activities it is important to remember to 
turn off appliances, close windows, water plants 
and...keep your pledge current.  The 
trustees appreciate your time and donations and 
hope your summer is safe and full of good times 
spent with family and friends, and we hope that 
you also remember your church family.  Thank 
you. 
 



Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
I want to thank everyone who 

participated in the program on May 4.  It was 
well attended and we received lots of 
information to help us live healthier.  If anyone 
would like to form a walking group, I have 
information to help and Mercy will provide 
pedometers if we document the activity. 

 Memorial Day weekend has ushered in 
summertime; children are getting out of school 
and everyone will be spending much more time 
outside.  Families will be going to the beach, 
sporting events, and working and playing in the 
yard.  We all love to see and feel the sun, 
especially after a long winter, but we need to 
take precautions.  Skin cancer is the most 
common form of cancer in the United 
States.  Ultraviolet (UV) rays from the sun are 
the main cause of skin cancer.  UV damage can 
also cause wrinkles and blotchy skin.  The good 
news is that skin cancer can be prevented.  
Make it a family affair to adopt good habits 
together, like wearing sunscreen and a hat, and 
limiting time in the sun.  Teach kids about the 
harmful UV rays and why it's important to 
protect yourself.  Lead by example--that means 
you, dad, when you go golfing and you, mom, 
when you take the kids swimming.  Other 
tips:                                           
� Apply one ounce (2T) of sunscreen to your 
entire body 30 minutes before going 
outside.  Reapply every 2 hours or 
immediately after swimming or excessive 
sweating. 
� Use a broad spectrum (UVA/UVB) 
sunscreen with an SPF or 15 or higher 
every day. 
� Cover up.  Wear a broad brimmed hat and 
UV blocking sunglasses. 
� Keep newborns out of the sun. 
� Examine your skin head to toe every 
month and see your physician every year 
for a professional skin exam. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Search Committee Update – Karen 
Veliconia, Chairperson 

The Pastoral Search Committee would 
like to share with the congregation the process 
for calling our new long term minister as well as 
update you on where we are in that process.  
The process is a long one that includes reading 
profiles sent to us by the Association at the 
request of candidates, watching DVDs or online 
links to sermons by the candidates we feel have 
potential, checking references for candidates, 
interviewing candidates, and then observing the 
candidate we feel may be our next minister 
officiate a service at a neutral location.  After 
further discussions with that candidate, we 
would present the candidate to the congregation 
for approval.  

To date we have read and discussed 
approximately 50 profiles which average 15-25 
pages in length.  We have viewed sermons for 6 
candidates and have 8 more we will be 
watching.  If we feel any of those candidates 
could potentially be a good fit for our church, we 
will be moving into the interviewing of the 
references and candidates.  During this process, 
we continue to review profiles that are sent to 
us which results in having candidates at various 
stages in the process.  

This is a confidential process, so the 
committee members cannot discuss who the 
candidates are with anyone other than 
committee members.  However, if you have any 
questions about the process, I would encourage 
you to ask me or any of the other members.  
The members of the committee are: Jen 
Anderson, Holly Chalkwater, Vi Elrod, Diana 
Goode, Mary Karlovec, Bob Olesen, Joe Pesch, 
and Karen Veliconia. 

The Search Committee is dedicated 

to finding the right person to be our next 

spiritual leader and do not want to settle 
for somebody who might just be OK.  I ask 
for the congregation’s prayers and patience as 
we continue the search and thank Pastor Dave 
for serving our congregation as Interim during 
this search process.  

 
 
 



 

A Discussion on Leadership 

Monday, June 16     

Dinner at 6 - 8:30 pm 

All board and committee members  

are requested to attend! 

See invitation sent in the mail  

to you for more information! 

Did not receive an invitation?   

See Mary Karlovec ASAP! 

 
 

 
Easter Sunrise Service Balloon Release 

Response Received 

 

“What a wonderful surprise to find that your 

balloon made it to our home.  The balloon was 

already deflated when found but made a fun 

Easter day a little more special.  Have a 

wonderful day.” 

The Fry Family 

Chardon, OH 
(Nancy Franks’ balloon) 

 
 

 
Recycle your paper at First 

Congregational UCC!   
All money received from the Paper 

Retriever recycling bin goes into the 
Hospitality with a Heart  

community outreach meal fund. 
 

 

Ushers & Greeters 
June  

1 
Edie Phillips, Joe Pesch, Shirley Sunyak,  
Millie Gilly 

8 Mary & Dave Ireland, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
15 Krista & Megan O’Neill, Vi Elrod, Lynne Petroff 
22 Bill & Charis Meehan, Ric Sasse, Millie Gilly 

29 
Andrew Veliconia, Bob Elliott, Ed Connolly,  
Vonnie Packard 

July  
6 Vi Elrod, Mary Ireland, Joe Pesch, Shirley Sunyak 

13 
Dave Ireland, Edie Phillips, June Yost,  
Tom Packard 

20 
Millie Gilly, Joe Pesch, Andrew Veliconia,  
Ric Sasse 

27 
Krista O’Neill, Megan O’Neill, Becky Williams,  
Dale Williams 

 
Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups after 
the service.  If you would like to be taken off the 
Usher List, please call Becky Williams at 327-1891. 

 

 

 
6/1 Jean Gilder 
6/5 Lynne Petroff 
6/6 Mark Hadaway 
6/9 Millie Gilly 
6/10 Steve Esber 
6/12 Bethany Piovarchy 
6/15 Liz Wolanski 
6/16 Barb Zinsmeister 
6/18 Vivian Ickes 
6/19 Bill Elliott 
 Carol Scharmann 
6/21 Beth Malinich 
6/23 Eleanor Wood 

 6/2 Dale & Becky Williams 
 6/20 Tim & Beth Malinich 
 6/21 John & Lynne Petroff 
 6/23 Fred & Carol Scharmann 
  Greg & Paula Dudek 
 6/24 Rich & Jennie Vulcan 
 6/26 Evan & Kate Harrold 
 6/27 Roy & Karen Dreger 
  John & Bejie Chapman 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Outreach 9 am 
Honoring graduates 
Last Sunday school 
 

2  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

3  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

4  
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 
4-H 7 pm 

5  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

6  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

7  
 
 
Hall rented 2-6 pm  
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

8  
Pentecost 
Communion 
June birthdays 
celebration 

9  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

10  
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

11  
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

12  
 
 
 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

13  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

14  
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

15  
Father's Day 
Trinity Sunday 

 

16  
Leadership Training  
6-8:30 pm 
Newsletter articles due 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

18  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Daisy Scouts 6-7:30 pm 
4-H 7 pm 

19  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

21  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

22  
Communion 
 

23  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

25  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

27  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

28  
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

29  
 

30  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

 
 


