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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Dave 
“
What good is it, my brothers and sisters,

 [e]
 if you say you have faith but do not 

have works? Can faith save you? 
 
If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 

food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and 

yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 
 
So faith by 

itself, if it has no works, is dead.”                                              James 2:14-17 

 
I don’t know that everyone upon reading this text would 

automatically see it as a call to leadership in the church, but it is.  
Leadership that believes that in order to validate his or her faith, the 
individual Christian needs to find a place to serve within the ranks of 
“church leaders.”  This shows that they understand to be a Christian is 
never passive. 

On June 16 many of First Congregational UCC’s elected leaders 
gathered to think about their place in the larger “scheme of things.”  They 
met in groups that represented some of the members of each of our 
committees and boards.  After dinner and an opening worship these groups 
worked at identifying two to four goals for action for their respective groups 
over the coming year or more.  They will be sharing them with you in some 
form over the coming weeks and months and asking you to join them in 
accomplishing them.  These will become opportunities to put into motion 
again that “faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.”  Won’t you join them 
in helping First Congregational UCC move ahead in works guided by faith? 

To God be the Glory, 
Pastor Dave 

Moderator’s Moment 
 I wish you all a happy and safe summer.  If you have an elderly 
neighbor, try to check on their well-being during the hot summer months.  
Also remember our shut-ins with cards or thoughts and prayers. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
On July 10 Megan O’Neill, Andrew Veliconia, Kelsey Veliconia and 

Pastor Dave along with 28 other youth and adults from the WRA/EOA will 
be traveling to the Great Lakes Regional Youth Event in Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin.  I will already be there as I am on the planning team and in 
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charge of all the workshops for the event!  The 
night before they leave, 20 or so of the youth 
and adults will be spending the night on our 
floors in the Educational Wing.  I am in need 

of 2-3 adults who will act as hosts/ 

hostesses for the evening of the 9th (not 
overnight) as well as 2-3 people who would 
be willing to get up very early on the 
morning of the 10th to serve them 
breakfast before they leave.  If you can 

help with either of these days, please let 

Karen Veliconia or me know.  It is a chance 
to show the hospitality that we are known for at 
First Congregational! 

We have scheduled a Men’s Night out 
at the Crushers for Saturday, August 23.  A 
flier concerning this event will be coming out 
soon and on the church website.  If you are a 
guy (high school age or above), keep the date 
open for a fun-filled evening of baseball and 
bonding time! 

Vacation Bible School is fast approaching!  
Please consider joining us for a fun-filled three 
evenings from August 
3-5 from 6 pm to 
8:30 pm.  Each 
evening will start with 
dinner and end with 
an exciting finale.  
Our theme is “Scuba” 
and we are going under the sea!  This is an 
INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT and EVERYONE is 
invited.  See the registration form in this 
newsletter. 

Be safe and enjoy the 4th of July! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
At the June meeting our committee voted 

to spend $150.00 to buy food to help support 
Community Care’s summer school lunch 
program.  So far there are at least 90 children 
who qualify for this program.  These children 
deserve a healthy nutritious meal.  We hope the 
congregation will continue to support this lunch 
program with money and/or food.  We have 
containers for your food items located in the hall 
by the elevator, one by the front entrance and 
one downstairs in the fellowship hall.  Com-
munity Care was started by this church and we 

always want to support it.  We thank everyone 
who works so hard there. 
Hospitality with a Heart Meal:  This month the 
meal will be Sloppy Joe, potato salad, baked 
beans, and dessert.  People come to our Friday 
evening meals for many reasons.  Some don’t 
have much money and some are lonely.  We 
don’t care why they come; we are just glad to 
have them in our church.  We would like to 
encourage our members to come and socialize 
with other guests who gather at the church.  We 
thank you for your support of this program. 
Jesus said for us to love our neighbor and I feel 
this is one way we can show that we do. 

Nancy Franks and I attended a little 
league game played by the team our church 
sponsored.  They are the Indians and they wear 
our church’s logo on the backs of their shirts. 
They are six to eight year olds and play with 
enthusiasm.  Of course the day we went to the 
game it started storming and everyone ran to 
their cars for cover; but the few minutes we 
watched them play were fun.  I was impressed 
by the adults who give their time to teach these 
kids the game of baseball and teamwork. 

Stay cool this summer and remember to 
love each other.  When we think of other 
people, we have less time to dwell on our own 
problems. 

 

 
Recycle your paper at First 

Congregational UCC!   
All money received from the Paper 

Retriever recycling bin goes into the 
Hospitality with a Heart  

community outreach meal fund. 
 

 
From the Pastoral Search Committee - A big 
THANK YOU to everyone who donated, help set 
up or worked the book fair.  We appreciate your 
support!  We raised $173.35 in three days.  The 
money was used to provide gas money for our 
prospective candidate to travel here for an 
interview. 
 



 



Deacons’ Desk – Liz Wolanski 
The Deacons participated in and 

contributed to the goals that were identified for 
the church during the leadership meeting held 
on June 16.  As a committee, the Deacons 
identified multiple goals to be addressed over 
the course of the next year, which will benefit 
the church and also assist the new Pastor as 
he/she adjusts to their position.  The top four 
goals identified were as follows:   
1. Include more youth in the services  
2. Increase membership by 1% over the next 

year 
3. Establish a visitation committee for 

homebound members 
4. Take communion to homebound members 

twice over the course of the next year 
It is believed that these are all realistic goals 
which can be obtained and will help further the 
mission of the church.   
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
I heard something on the radio which 

made me think of the following:  If we were 
created in God’s image and God is love, then 
aren’t we created in the image of love?  Just a 
thought. 

A big “Thank you” to all those who were 
able to participate in the spring clean-up 
day.  The church always does seem more 
inviting and it adds more “charm” to the 
beautiful old building after being spruced up.  A 
“Thank you” is also due the 4-H group that 
meets at the church for their help.  4-H always 
seems to have a good and energetic group of 
helpers! 

I really don’t like to talk to people about 
money.  I know it must seem strange to hear 
that from a trustee, but it is true.  I don’t know 
if it is because I think it ought to take care of 
itself or if it’s something I learned somewhere 
along the way.  However, I need to talk money 
at this time.  The budget is lower than it should 
be and adult pledges are part of the reason.  
Pledges are down about $3,000.00 from where 
they would be if everyone was current. 

The trustees recently withdrew $7,500 
from the investment fund to cover expenses.  
This is money that we originally planned to take 
from this fund to pay for the ceiling repair in the 
sanctuary, but we were able to pay for that with 
money on hand at that time.  In light of not 
having to use it then, it can be viewed as money 
that should be in the general fund.  However, 
with summer vacation time here, attendance - 
and by extension collections - tend to be 
traditionally low and making up the difference in 
adult pledges could really help.  So if your 
pledge is behind, I ask you to please make it 
current.  Doing so can really make a difference. 

One of the things that the trustees want 
to do this year is seal the parking lot.  We did 
not do it last year because of the anticipated 
expense of the roofing and the painting, so it 
needs to be done this year.  Paving the parking 
lot was too expensive to let it just go to 
pot…holes. 

As always, the trustees could not do 
anything without your support.  Thank you! 
 

Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
 I hope everyone is enjoying their summer 
and keeping safe.  This month I have chosen to 
share some information about “Tools to Quit 
Smoking.”  I would also like to propose that our 
church work toward a smoke-free campus, 
which would mean no smoking on church 
property except in a designated area away from 
the building.  Any comments or suggestions are 
welcome.  There is a box in Fellowship Hall near 
the back door if you wish to be anonymous. 
 

Women’s Book Club:   The next book club 
gathering will be a “Party on the Patio” at Krista 
O’Neill's home on Monday, July 14 at 6:30 
p.m.  Bring beverage of your choice and snacks 
to share.  We will discuss any book we have 
been reading for ourselves lately.  In August we 
are joining the Elyria UCC book club for a picnic 
at Burr Oak on Wednesday, August 13 at 5 
p.m.  The book for this discussion is "The 
Prizewinner of Defiance, Ohio" by Terry Ryan. 

  

  



Address Updates: 

Eleanor Wood 
(440) 934-6961 

Avon Oaks Suite 18 
37800 French Creek Rd. 

Avon, OH 44011 
 

Betty Noland 
(440) 930-6737 

Towne Center Assisted Living 
400 Community Dr. #308 

Avon Lake, OH 44012 
 

Bill Elliott is currently staying with his daughter 
Barbara Masterson at 6839 Meadowood Dr., 
Medina, OH 44256. 
 

Betty Jackson is currently at Keystone Pointe 
Health & Rehab Center, 383 Opportunity Way, 
LaGrange, OH 44050. 
 
 
 

7/5 Jodie Fine 
7/6 Joan Bier 
7/6 Dahlia Wolanski 
7/10 Charlotte King 
7/14 Bob Karlovec 
7/15 Edie Phillips 
7/25 Diana Goode 
7/27 Mary Smith 

  7/3 Bob & Nancy Franks 
  7/4 Greg & Kim Cromwell 
  7/18 Bob & Mary Karlovec 
  7/21 Brian & Barb Zinsmeister 
  7/22 John & Dawn Alpine 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to our choir and choir director for a 
year of wonderful, uplifting music offered each 
and every week.  Music adds so much more 
depth to the readings, the sermon and the 
overall unity of the Sunday morning services. 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
July  

6 Vi Elrod, Mary Ireland, Joe Pesch, Shirley Sunyak 

13 
Dave Ireland, Edie Phillips, June Yost,  
Tom Packard 

20 
Millie Gilly, Joe Pesch, Andrew Veliconia,  
Ric Sasse 

27 
Krista O’Neill, Megan O’Neill, Becky Williams,  
Dale Williams 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups 
after the service.  If you would like to be taken 
off the Usher List, please call Becky Williams at 
327-1891. 
 
 

 
Below are excerpts from a letter received from 
“Jeane & Brenda” 
 
To the kind and generous souls at First 

Congregational Church who provide the free 

community meals… 

 We don’t say it as often as we should:  

“Thank you!”  A friend and I have been attending the 

meals for about a year and a half now.  Prior to that 

we were completely unaware of the meals provided 

by many congregations in Lorain, Medina and 

western Cuyahoga Counties.  Soon we learned of 14 

churches in our area…we now attend most of these 

regularly. 

 Obviously, we enjoy the meals provided; 

however, for my friend and me, the best part of the 

occasion is our interaction with other people.  Words 

by themselves cannot begin to tell all of you just 

how much our evenings with you mean to us. 

To:  

� those who labor to plant, nurture, grow and 

harvest the food,  

� those who shop for, purchase and carry the food, 

those who prepare the food, those who clean the 

plates, scrub the pots and pans, wash down the 

tables, take out the garbage,  

� the members of your congregation who financially 

support the community meals program,  

� the ministers of these congregations, and  

� God our Father, 

           …we thank you.  We are forever grateful. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

2  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

3  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

4    Independence Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

       

5  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

6  
Communion 

7  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

9  
RYE attendees 
sleepover 
(approx. 9pm-7am) 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

10  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

12  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

13  
Kathy Ketchum pulpit 
supply 
July birthdays 
celebration 
 

14  
Women’s Book Club 
6:30 pm @ Krista 
O’Neill’s home 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

15  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

17  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

19  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

20  
Communion 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

25  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

27  
Kathy Ketchum pulpit 
supply 

28  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

30  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

31  
 
 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

 

 
 
  

Pastor Dave on vacation 7/21-8/1 

Pastor Dave on vacation 7/21-8/1 

Regional Youth Event 7/10-7/13 

 RYE  


