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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Dave 
              YAHWEH by U2 

Take these shoes 

Click clacking down some dead end 

street 

Take these shoes 

And make them fit 

Take this shirt 

Polyester white trash made in 

nowhere  

Take this shirt  

And make it clean, clean 

Take this soul 

Stranded in some skin and bones 

Take this soul  

And make it sing 

 

Yahweh, Yahweh 

Always pain before a child is born 

Yahweh, Yahweh 

Still I'm waiting for the dawn 

 

Take these hands  

Teach them what to carry 

Take these hands 

Don't make a fist 

Take this mouth  

So quick to criticize 

Take this mouth 

Give it a kiss 

 

 

 

 

 

Yahweh, Yahweh 

Always pain before a child is born 

Yahweh, Yahweh 

Still I'm waiting for the dawn 

 

Still waiting for the dawn, the sun is 

coming up 

The sun is coming up on the ocean 

This love is like a drop in the ocean 

This love is like a drop in the ocean 

 

Yahweh, Yahweh 

Always pain before a child is born 

Yahweh, tell me now 

Why the dark before the dawn? 

 

Take this city 

A city should be shining on a hill 

Take this city 

If it be your will 

What no man can own, no man can take 

Take this heart 

Take this heart 

Take this heart  

And make it break 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The lyrics are from the song “Yahweh” by the popular rock group U2.  They 
use it to end many if not all of their concerts.  Though involved in many 
social causes we don’t necessarily think of them as religious.  But in this case 
they have definitely blurred the lines. 

"Yahweh" is the name of the Judeo-Christian God in both the Hebrew 
Bible or Old Testament, and in the Christian-Greek Scriptures or as we know 
it as the New Testament.  The oldest Hebrew manuscripts present the name 
in the form of four consonants, commonly called the Tetragrammaton from 
Greek tetra-, meaning “four,” and gram ′ma, “letter”.  These four letters 
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sometimes are transliterated into English as 
YHWH or JHVH.  “Jehovah” is the best known 
English pronunciation of the divine name, 
although “Yahweh” is favored by most Hebrew 
scholars.  For some of the Jewish faith the name 
"Yahweh" is associated with taboos against 
pronouncing it since to say a name means to 
“own” the bearer of it. 

This song is in effect a prayer, a prayer 
for God to use us to make life better as we 
move forward in the next couple of months to 
bring our relationship to a positive close.  This 
will happen as you move toward the beginning 
of your new relationship with a “called” pastor 
and I move ahead to a new relationship with 
new interim ministry.  This is my call for both of 
us as we move on in ministry. 

May God or Yahweh take these “shoes” 
that carry us forward and make them “fit” the 
new journey we enter into.   May God use our 
soiled shirt and make it clean for our new roles.  
And may God take this soul and make it “sing” a 
new song.   

Let us work on closing the respective 
parts of our ministries with each other on a 
positive note.  Moving both on and ahead… 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As you read this, Vacation Bible School 

will be coming up soon.  This year we will revisit 
a popular one from 10 years ago.  Some VBS 
programs are timeless and this was one of 
them.  Thank you to the Christian Education 
Board and Pastor Dave for all their hard work in 
helping to make VBS happen! 
 August also reminds us that the 
beginning of a new Sunday School year is not 
far off.  As our numbers are growing we need 
more teachers!  Here is where you can give of 
your time and talents to First Congregational 
without having to give more than 3-4 hours a 
month!  For this school year, we need 

teachers for the Pre-K thru Kindergarten, 
Grades 1-3 and Senior High.  
PLEASE consider co-teaching 
with someone (you only have to 
teach 2 times a month then!).  I 
cannot teach all three classes at 
one time!  If you are interested, 

please see me!  A teacher orientation will be 
held on Wednesday, September 3 at 7pm with 
Sunday School starting on September 7th! 
 Due to the weekend of August 24-25 
being the reception and trial sermon of the 
candidate for the new minister, we have had to 
cancel the Men’s Night Out and will hopefully be 
rescheduling it for some time in September.  Be 
looking for information on the web site. 
 The Great Lakes Regional Youth Event 
was a HUGE success!  Thank you to everyone 
who has supported the youth projects to make it 
possible for our youth to attend.  An 
ENORMOUS special thank you to Pastor Dave 
for all of his willingness to drive a van, 
chaperone the boys AND work with a group of 
youth to produce the RYE video!  Thank you to 
Kelsey Veliconia for helping to chaperone the 
youth so I could focus on the 70 workshops I 
had to oversee for the event!  I know that 
Andrew Veliconia and Megan O’Neill had a great 
time and another gathering with our new friends 
from the trip is in the planning stages already.  
Thanks to Karen Veliconia and Nancy Franks for 
overseeing the breakfast on the day the group 
left.  (In case you did not know, about 25 youth 
and adults spent the night at our church the 
night before leaving for the event.)  Finally, 
thank you to Linda Matis for helping me get all 
my workshop “stuff” together!  Sometime next 
month we will share with you in worship some 
of our thoughts about the event!   
 

 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Betty Fitts 
 In July the Deacons were very busy with 
coffee hour and getting things prepared for 
Communion Sundays.  We work well as a group 



because we are all friends.  It is our pleasure to 
serve the Lord! 
 If you have any questions about the 
worship services or choir, feel free to contact 
one of us. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
Sometimes I come across the oddest 

things.  According to a trivia book I am reading 
it is against the law to burp or sneeze in church 
if you are in Omaha, Nebraska.  And if you are 
ever in Texas remember that it is against the 
law to put graffiti on any cow that you don’t 
own.  These are just some things that are of no 
importance. 

Of more importance… 

 

Last month I mentioned that the parking 
lot needed to be sealed.  When Joe Pesch took 
estimates for sealing it, one of the pavers said 
that the cracks should be filled but it did not 
appear to him that it needed to be sealed this 
year.  We have decided to see how much we 
would save by just filling the cracks. 
 The roofer was out to look at the corner 
of the bell tower that abuts the church in the 
front.  While he hasn’t submitted an estimate 
yet, he did say that it could be helped by putting 
in a scupper and downspout and repairing the 
damaged brickwork.  When he has the mason’s 
estimate he will send it along with his.  It seems 
a shame to see the work the painters did in the 
entryway to go for naught. 
 I met with someone from Lorain Glass to 
see what could be done to replace the covers on 
the windows in the front of the church.  To do 
the entire front would cost about $14,000—
something to think about.  By the way, most of 
the windows are not stained glass; the design is 
painted on the glass.  Also, if you are ever in the 
choir balcony, look at the window behind the 
risers.  The window was presented to the church 

by the Sabbath School!  I am sure that is the 
only place I have ever seen that wording. 
 Summertime is always a time of the year 
when collections go down due to people taking 
vacations.  Vacations are an important part of 
life and should be enjoyed.  As you enjoy your 
vacation, please also remember your pledge.  As 
always, a heartfelt “thank you” for all you 
contribute to your church! 

 
 

Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
 I hope everyone is having a fun and safe 
summer.  It is a wonderful time of year when 
we can enjoy the fruits and vegetables in their 
season and a good time to be outside and get 
your exercise just having fun hiking, cycling, 
playing baseball and swimming.  Have fun safely 
by using sunscreen, wearing a bike helmet and 
never swim alone. 
 We should think of those who can’t go 
outside without help, who can’t bike or swim.  
Imagine being inside day after day during these 
beautiful summer days. 

 
5 Best Good-for-You Foods 

from EatingWell’’s Nutrition Editor, Brierley Wright 

1) Green Beans – High-fiber foods like green 
beans can help you prevent weight gain and 
even promote weight loss – without dieting.  
Research shows:  Boosting fiber by 8 
grams for every 1,000 calories consumed 
resulted in losing an average of 4 ½ pounds.  
Also try:  raspberries, chickpeas and 
strawberries 

2) Salmon – The omega-3 fatty acids in oily 
fish can boost your skin’s defenses against 
UV damage.  Research shows:  Those who 
ate a little more than 5 ounces of omega-3-
rich fish each week decreased the 



development of precancerous skin lesions by 
almost 30 percent.  Scientists think the 
omega-3s act as a shield, protecting cell 
walls from free-radical damage.  Also try:  
tuna 

3) Watermelon – Red watermelon is a good 
source of vitamin C.  It also has lycopene, an 
antioxidant that may help protect against 
heart disease and some types of cancer.  
Research shows:  Eating foods that are full 
of water, such as watermelon (92%), helps 
keep you satisfied on fewer calories.  
(Interestingly enough, drinking water 
alongside foods doesn’t have the same 
effect.)  Also try:  cucumbers (95% water), 
salad greens (90%) and strawberries (91%) 

4) Blueberries – The diverse range of 
polyphenols – health-promoting plant 
compounds that include anthocyanins and 
ellagic acid – provided from berries, like 
blueberries, can help keep your heart 
healthy.  Research shows:  Eating just 
under a cup of mixed berries daily for 8 
weeks can increase levels of “good” HDL 
cholesterol and lower blood pressure.  Also 
try:  red raspberries and strawberries 

5) Tomatoes – Eating more vitamin-C-rich 
foods – such as tomatoes – may be a secret 
to smoother skin.  Research shows:  
Vitamin Cs can have youthful effects on skin, 
like lowering the risk of wrinkles and age-
related dryness in middle-age women.  Its 
antioxidant properties help protect against 
ultraviolet rays, and it helps in keeping skin 
firm via collagen synthesis.  Also try:  
oranges, strawberries and broccoli 

 
 
Women’s Book Club:   In August we are joining 
the Elyria UCC book club for a picnic at Burr Oak 
on Wednesday, August 13 at 5 p.m.  The book 
for this discussion is The Prizewinner of 
Defiance, Ohio by Terry Ryan. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8/7 Sandy Chalkwater 
8/8 Dawn Alpine 
8/9 Ann Olesen 
8/9 Mike Bier 
8/12 Madison Frederick 
 Megan Frederick 
8/13 Kelsey Veliconia 
 Vanessa Stamper 
8/16 Peggy Poe 
8/17 Cathy Cornman 
8/20 Bob Franks 
8/21 Gayle Hannold 
8/23 Gary Wiley 
 Chris Nestelle 

  8/17 Harry & Rosemary Berg 
  8/21 Alex & Jane Woravka 
  8/31 George & Jody Millar 

Ushers & Greeters 
August  

3 Joe Pesch, Ric Sasse, Ed Connolly, Mary Ireland 

10 
Lynne Petroff, Edie Phillips, Shirley Sunyak, Bob 
Elliott 

17 
Becky Williams, Vi Elrod, Krista O’Neill, June 
Yost 

24 Bob Elliott, Charis & Bill Meehan, Ed Connolly 
31 Millie Gilly, Ric Sasse, Vi Elrod, Nancy Findlay 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups 
after the service.  If you would like to be taken 
off the Usher List, please call the church office. 

 
 
 

 
Charlotte King turned 100 on July 10, 2014.  Regenia 

Comerford & Diana Goode got her flowers on behalf of 
First Congregational UCC. 

Please note that we will not be 
holding our annual Past to Present 
Car Show this year.  If interested 
in finding out what it takes to put 
this show on next year, please 
contact Bob or Nancy Franks. 
 



 
The Search Committee invites you to  
meet minister candidate Arik Borstad  

and his fiancée Allison on  
Saturday, August 23, 2014  
during an Open House  

held in Fellowship Hall from  
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm where light 
refreshments will be served. 

 
Please plan to join us on Sunday, August 
24, 2014 at 10:00 am as Arik leads us in 
worship.  A congregational meeting will be 

held immediately after the worship service 
to discuss the candidate and congregation 
members will then cast their votes on 

whether to extend the call to the 
candidate to be our congregation’s next 

minister. 
 

 

 
Recycle your paper at  

First Congregational UCC!   
All money received from the Paper 

Retriever recycling bin goes into the 
Hospitality with a Heart  

community outreach meal fund. 
 
 
 

Ladies Salad Luncheon 

Ladies:  You are invited to Fields United 
Methodist Church’s annual salad luncheon on 
Thursday, September 18 at noon.  The church is 
located at 34077 Lorain Road, North Ridgeville.  
Following the luncheon Barb Higgins will present 
a program which will be a portrayal of Grandma 
Gatewood, a woman who walked the 
Appalachian Trail in her 80’s.  Please RSVP to 
Fields UMC at 327-8753 by September 8. 

RALLY FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY 

On August 6 the Cincinnati-based 6th Circuit 
Court of Appeals will hear oral arguments in five 
landmark cases from four different states—
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Tennessee. These 
cases will determine the future of marriage 
equality in KY, MI, OH, TN—and the nation. So 
on Tuesday, August 5, the eve of oral 
arguments, thousands of marriage supporters 
from across the region will rally together in 
Cincinnati to show the court that now is the time 
for the freedom to marry!  Former Ohio 
Governor Ted Strickland is among the featured 
speakers.  

WHO: You, your family and friends! 
WHAT: Rally for marriage equality 
WHERE: Cincinnati—Lytle Park (4th street 

between Lawrence St. and Pike St) 
WHEN: 5:30-7 pm August 5 
PARKING: There is metered parking nearby 

and the closest parking garage is the 
Western & Southern Garage at 310 
Broadway Street. 

WEAR RED to show that you believe in 
marriage equality. 

RSVP here: http://marriageOH.org/Rally 
 
SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS:  Why Marriage 
Matters Ohio, Equality Ohio, Michigan for 
Marriage,Equality Michigan, Freedom to Marry, 
Human Rights Campaign, ACLU of Ohio, ACLU of 
Michigan, PFLAG- Ohio, EqualityToledo, Toledo Free 
Press, Fairness Campaign, Equality Springfield, 
Tennessee Equality Project, BRAVO, Bi Local, New 
Leaf Columbus, LLC, Ohioans for Marriage Equality, 
Columbus Stonewall Democrats, Toledo Pride, NE 
Ohio GLSEN,LGBT Cleveland Community Center, 
Equality Cincinnati, OutLoud at Ohio State Marion, 
Stonewall Columbus, Otterbein University Freezone, 
Equality Alliance at Muskingham University, Naral 
Pro-Choice Ohio, Kaleidoscope Youth Center, 
Quorum Magazine, Fine By Me at OSU, Northern 
Kentucky Fairness, Planned Parenthood Advocates of 
Ohio, Greater Columbus LGBT Health Coalition, 
Cleveland Stonewall Democrats, TransOhio 
Columbus Ohio, Stonewall Democrats of Central 
Ohio, Columbus Urban Pride, ACLU of Michigan, 
Columbus Urban Pride, Fine By Me at OSU, Greater 
Columbus LGBT Health Coalition, Planned 
Parenthood Advocates of Ohio, TransOhio 
 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Pastor Dave vacation 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

2  
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

3  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
 
 

4  
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

5  
 

6  
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

7  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

8  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

9  
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

10  
August birthdays 
celebration 

11  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

12  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

13  
Women’s Book Club 
picnic 5 pm @ Burr 
Oak 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
4-H 7 pm 

14  
 
 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

17  
Communion 
 
 

18  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

21  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

22  
Linda off 

 

 

 

Jazzercise 9:30 am 

23  
“Meet the Minister” 
Open House 2-5 pm 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

24  
Minister Candidating 
Service followed by 
congregational 
meeting & vote 

25  
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30  pm 

27  
Choir picnic 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

28  
 
 
 
AA Women 6-7 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

29  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

30  
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

31  
 

 

SCUBA VBS 6-8:30 pm 


