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Pastor’s Pen 
To all my brothers and sisters in Christ who are this church, 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank our God 

every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 

you will bring it to completion..”                                                      (Philippians 1) 

 
 Where do I even begin when reflecting on the past 20 months?  In 
really such a short time we’ve done so much together, grown so much 
together. Thanks for your acceptance and trust.  It’s hard to put into words 
what it means to have created so many memories within this fellowship in 
such a short time.  Thank you for sharing your trials, for sharing your intimate 
moments of worship –baptisms, weddings, funerals, new members joining 
the church and so much more, for sharing time in study together, times to 
work together at Hospitality with a Heart, the Swiss Steak Dinners and other 
church dinners, for the committee and Council meetings, choir, VBS and 
homebound visits, the Regional Youth Event, and even constructing the Corn 
Festival float a year ago.  Thanks for welcoming Betty and I and our family.  
We have grown personally close to you and will forever remember you as 
friends. 
 As we prepare to end my interim ministry with you on Sunday, 
September 21, Betty and I wish you our love and success in your next years 
of ministry as a church.  Continue to open your hearts to others as you have 
to us.  “God be with you ‘til we meet again.” 

Wishing you continued blessing from Jesus our Brother and Lord, 
Dave and Betty 

Moderator’s Moment 
 On behalf of our congregation we welcome Arik Borstad as our new 
pastor!  He and his fiancée Allison will be a joy and a pleasure to work with 
as we move into a new church year. 
 The sign says “Love One Another”.  This is the motto for members 
and friends of NRUCC.  There is evidence of this at the end of the month 
dinners, with collections for Community Care, Neighbors in Need and other 
outreach programs.  It is evident as those young girls walk out of church to 
go to their church school class; they cause smiles from the whole 
congregation.  The spirit of those teaching these little ones is heartwarming.  
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More and more you are reaching out to our 
homebound members and those who are ill.  
Remember these folks with a card or phone call; 
it is appreciated!  You are 

encouraged to greet visitors 
and newcomers attending 
our services.  “Love One 
Another” even more.  

 
 

Pastor Parish Committee Connection 
 There will be a Farewell Luncheon/ 
Potluck on Sunday, September 21 
immediately following Pastor Dave’s final 
worship service to thank him for his service, 
caring and support during his time with us as 
interim minister.  Please bring a dish to share as 
follows: 

Last name 
begins with: 
      A-F Main dishes 
      G-N Desserts 
      O-Z Salads/Side dishes 

 
 
Thank you from the Search Committee! – 
submitted by Karen Veliconia 

The Search Committee would like to 
thank everyone who helped with and who 
attended the Open House and Candidating 
Service.  The weekend was a huge success and 
we are so very grateful for the support of the 
congregation in their approval of the candidate 
we presented. 

Thank you to Pastor Dave Howell for 
serving as our interim pastor during the search 
process.  We know it took longer than expected 
for us to find our candidate and we appreciate 
your patience with us.  

I would also like to thank the members of 
the Search Committee for the time, effort, and 
care they provided during this one and a half 
year process, and to the families and friends of 
the Search Committee members who provided 
support and encouragement.   

We are happy to announce that Rev. Arik 
Borstad will begin his service as our new pastor 
beginning on October 1.  Welcome to the First 

Congregational Church UCC church family, 
Pastor Arik & Allison! 

The Search Committee: 
Jennifer Anderson, Holly Chalkwater, Vi Elrod, 
Diana Goode, Mary Karlovec, Bob Olesen, Joe 
Pesch, Karen Veliconia 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Lynne Petroff 
At the time I’m writing this, it is with 

excitement and anticipation of what may be 
coming in the church’s future.   By the time this 
article prints, we will know if we have a new 
minister that will begin the next chapter of our 
church’s life.   

As Deacons, our job is two-fold.  One 
duty is to make sure the church services on 
Sunday mornings run smoothly and the other is 
congregational care.  With the change in 
pastors, it is a good time to collect different 
views and thoughts – his and yours - and put 
them together to create the most meaningful 

worship experience possible.  But, 
in order for us to do this, we need 
your input.  What are your likes 
and dislikes regarding the church 
service?  What meets your 

spiritual needs?  How can we care for each 
other more effectively?    If there is something 
you’d like to share, please let any one of the 
deacons know.  We’d love to hear from you – 
good or bad. 

I would also like to thank Pastor Dave for 
his dedication and service to us as our interim 
minister.  He has served us well and we wish 
him and his family the best in his next venture. 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Welcome back!  It may seem unusual 

that I say this but September brings the new 
Sunday School year and for many the return to 
church after the “summer vacation.”  As I write 
this, I am still in need of Sunday School 
teachers!  Currently only two people have 
volunteered, one for Pre-K and one in grade 1-4.  
We CANNOT implement any type of 
programming for the year with just two 
teachers!  PLEASE consider volunteering to co-



teach either one of the above mentioned classes 
or Senior High.  This year we have decided 
to have ALL of our children stay in for the 

ENTIRE worship service the first Sunday of 

each month, starting with October.  
Therefore, at the most, you would be teaching 
two Sundays a month.  If you are not on a 
board, serving our children in Sunday School is 
an excellent way to utilize your time and talents! 

As we say good-bye to Pastor Dave, I 
would be remiss if I did not thank him for his 
dedication and support of Christian Education 
during his time here.  His support was truly 
appreciated.  From a personal standpoint, I 
cannot thank him enough for his support of Matt 
and Bob.  Dave was only here three weeks 
when Matt got sick but he was at the hospitals, 
rehab facilities and our home on a regular basis 
from that very first frightful day.  In the 
beginning, his strength was what supported us 
through the trying times.  I will forever be 
grateful for his support and guidance. 

 
Upcoming Save the Dates: 

October 26, 6-7 pm -- TRUNK OR TREAT!* 
December 14  -- Advent potluck and  
MAKING GINGERBREAD HOUSES!* 

*Intergenerational Events* 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
Summer is winding down, school is back 

in session and soon the leaves will start falling 
(that’s another chore), and we wonder where 
did summer go?  If the things you wanted to do 
didn’t get done, you aren’t alone.  Summer 
seems to get shorter and the winters get longer 
the older I get.  

The Outreach Committee wants to thank 
everyone who donated food for the summer 
lunch program.  Also thank you for the socks 
and underwear for needy students going back to 
school.  Some children wouldn’t have these 
essentials if it weren’t for Community Care and 

the many programs they have to help our 
residents.  Please keep Community Care and all 
the people who volunteer their time in your 
prayers.  Without their help many people would 
not have many of things we take for granted. 

The bible tells us to love our neighbors 
and to feed the poor.  Our church’s Hospitality 
with a Heart community outreach meals are one 
way we can show our compassion and love for 
our neighbors.  Please continue to support this 
mission with your time and money.  We need 
help, especially with cleanup. This month’s 
menu is chicken, potatoes, green beans, and 
pie.   If you are unable to help, then come dine 
with us.  You can meet many very nice people. 

Please remember our members who can 
no longer drive or are limited to driving short 
distances.  Remember the ones who are ill or 
just lonely.  Give them a call, send a card or visit 
them.  Sometimes just being a friend to another 
person is really special. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer and 
remember – love isn’t love until you give it 
away.  

 

LifeShare Blood Drive 
September 28, 2014 
11:00am to 2:00 pm 

First Congregational Church 

Outreach is sponsoring a blood drive this 
month but we need at least 15 donors to have 
the bloodmobile come to our church.  Please 
sign up.  LifeShare Community Blood 
Services is the only provider of blood to 
Lorain County and a primary source to Stark 
and Cuyahoga counties.   Donating blood is a 
way of supporting the critically ill and 
injured.  If you can, please give. 

 



Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
It’s hard to believe, but summer is past 

and it is already fall, leaving so many 
summertime repairs undone.  I don’t know 
about you but it seems to me as if we just 
started summer a few weeks ago. 

Speaking of repairs, Jack Fitts and I 
removed some of the false wall in the undercroft 
where water was leaking in (in Mary Karlovec’s 
old office).  We found a lot of rotted wood 
behind the plaster and removed it as well as the 
damaged plaster.  It was determined that much 
of the leakage was due to a blocked drain for 
the downspout that is in that area.  So now if 
you look at the southeast corner of the outside 
of the sanctuary, you will notice that the 
downspout now drains to the parking lot.  It will 
be like this until the drain lines can be 
cleaned.  To repair the wall properly could be 
quite costly.  By the way, did you know that the 
church’s basement was put in about 30 years 
after the sanctuary was built? 

We haven’t received the estimates from 
the roofer (about the bell tower) or the pavers 
(about the parking lot cracks) but hopefully we 
will get them soon enough to do the work 
before winter.  And I know we don’t want to 
think about this yet but the Trustees have just 
awarded the snowplowing contract for this 
coming winter.  Hopefully it won’t be as bad as 
last year’s winter which was the 8th snowiest on 
record. 

The trustees are grateful for all that you, 
the congregation, provide to your church.  
Thank you!  

 

Ushers & Greeters 
8/31 Millie Gilly, Ric Sasse, Vi Elrod, Nancy Findlay 
9/7 Edie Phillips, Joe Pesch, Shirley Sunyak, Millie Gilly 

9/14 Mary & Dave Ireland, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
9/21 Krista & Megan O’Neill, Vi Elrod, Lynne Petroff 
9/28 Charis & Bill Meehan, Ric Sasse, Millie Gilly 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups 
after the service.  If you would like to be taken 
off the Usher List, please call the church office. 

 
 

9/2 Sandy Gast 
9/7 Becky Williams 
9/10 Jody Millar 
9/14 Betty Noland 
9/17 Vi Elrod 
 Linda Matis  
9/18 Billie Bier 
9/21 Kari Dlugosz 
9/23 Mary Ireland 
9/24 Holly Chalkwater 
9/25 Rich Vulcan 
9/26 Brenda Do 
9/29  Karen Mytnick 

 
9/1 Henry & Vaughn Repenning 
9/12 Tom & Vonnie Packard 
9/20 Pete & Karen Veliconia 
 
 

Women’s Book Club:   We will meet on 
Monday, September 15 at 7 p.m. at the church 
to discuss The All-Girl Filling Station's Last 
Reunion: A Novel written by Fannie Flagg.  All 
women are welcome to join us! 

 
 

 
Thank you all so very much for your 
caring and love during the illness and 
death of  Jeff Baker.  It has been a blessing 
to have such a wonderful church family to 
support us at this time.  Thank you for 
keeping us in your thoughts and prayers. 

Marge Baker, Diana Goode, Linda Matis 
 
 

 

 
 
 

OFFICE COVERAGE NEEDED – Office 
coverage is needed during the week of 
September 15-19.  Pat Kyle has agreed to 
cover Monday but we still need people for the 
rest of the week.  Please call or email Linda if 
you can help out.  No experience necessary!!! 



Fundraising Ideas Needed!! 
 Since we are not holding the car show 
this year, we need to make up that deficit in the 
fundraising budget and are looking to YOU for 
any ideas you may have for fundraisers.  Diana 
Goode, Karen Veliconia & Mary Karlovec are 
planning a chicken paprikash dinner for 
Saturday, November 8 but we welcome any and 
all ideas you may have.  Please contact the 
church office with your ideas.    
 
 
 

 
The Fields UMC Missions Committee is 
sponsoring its first annual 1.2 mile 
CROPWALK/5K Run for Hunger on Saturday, 
October 4 at 9:00 a.m. at South Central Park.  
The CROPWALK/5K is a community effort to 
raise money for Church World Services (CWS) 
with 25% of the money raised going straight to 
Community Care.  Numerous area churches are 
involved as well.  There is a new walking trail at 
South Central that we will be utilizing for this 
event.  To sign up, use the registration form 
attached to this newsletter or register online at 
crophungerwalk.org (select “find a walk” and 
enter ZIP code 44039) 
 
 
 

 
Hospice of the Western Reserve has teen 
volunteer opportunities where teens can earn 
service hours.  Teens can volunteer in one of 
our two hospice houses (west side one located 
in Westlake), area nursing homes, or with 
special projects.  Teens attend a 4 hour 
orientation and complete a short self-study pack 
on Saturday, October 11 from 8:30 am - 12:30 

pm at Hospice of the Western Reserve, 2173 
North Ridge Rd. E., Suite H, Lorain.  (Adults 
come to 16 hours of training, teens are of 
course welcome to attend the whole education 
series if they would like.)  For more information, 
visit hospicewr.org/volunteer.  To register, call 
800-707-8922 ext. 6881. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recycle your paper at  

First Congregational UCC!   
All money received from the Paper 

Retriever recycling bin goes into the 
Hospitality with a Heart  

community outreach meal fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ladies Salad Luncheon 
Ladies:  You are invited to Fields United 
Methodist Church’s annual salad luncheon on 
Thursday, September 18 at noon.  The church is 
located at 34077 Lorain Road, North Ridgeville.  
Following the luncheon Barb Higgins will present 
a program which will be a portrayal of Grandma 
Gatewood, a woman who walked the 
Appalachian Trail in her 80’s.  Please RSVP to 
Fields UMC at 327-8753 by September 8. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1    
Labor Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

2  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

3  
Sunday School 
teacher orientation 7 
pm 
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

4  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

5  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

6  
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

7  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
 

8  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

9  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

10  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

11  
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

12  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

13  
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

14  
September birthdays 
celebration 
 

15  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

17  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Brownies 6-8 pm 

18  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

20  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

21  
Communion 
Pastor Dave’s last 
service 
Farewell Luncheon 
/Potluck following 
worship service 

22  
 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

24  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

25  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

26  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 

27  
 
 
 
 
Married Couples 
Recovery 7 pm 

28  
Transition Sunday (Kathy 
Ketchum preaching) 
Blood Drive 11 am – 2 
pm 

29  
 
 
Jazzercise 9:30 am 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

30  
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

 
 

Linda on vacation 



 



 


