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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Arik 
 Think back to a time when you were younger, when Christmas 
morning was a time of magic and mystery.  Think back to a time when we 
weren’t bombarded by the problems of the real world, where childlike 
innocence gave way to wonder and awe.  Think back to those moments that 
took your breath away – of watching the first snowfall outside your window 
or going sledding down your favorite hill.  
 These moments of pure joy, this experience of mystery and majesty, 
is what Advent is all about.  However, as we age from childhood, Advent can 
quickly lose its joy.  Advent quickly becomes a sign that the end of the 
calendar year is upon us and we turn to our laundry list of tasks that we 
promised ourselves we would accomplish by the end of the year.  Our 
shopping list for Christmas grows as we battle the crowds to get the best 
deals and best prices on this year’s hottest selling items.  As we grow older, 
it doesn’t take much for our excitement surrounding Advent to fade away.  
 This year I invite all of us to return to a more child-like view of the 
Advent season and Christmas.  Embrace the wonder and majesty of the 
season.  Advent brings with it the promise of new life and new beginnings – 
for each and every one of us.  There is no limit to what your imagination can 
envision in this coming year and there is no ceiling or 
obstacle that you cannot break through.  
 This Advent season allow the beauty of 
Christmas to be born again in your life.  Act like a kid 
again!  Go build a snowman, drink hot chocolate, or 
start a snowball fight!  The promise of Christmas is 
that new life is born into this world every year and 
that new life is kindled within each of our hearts.  
 A light is dawning just over the horizon.  
Morning is breaking, and with it too the promise of new life and a new 
beginning.   Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! 
 ========================================================== 

 
New Members Class to begin in 

January.  Contact Pastor Arik or a 
Deacon to be included in this process  

or for more information. 
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Moderator’s Moment – Regenia Comerford 
 I wish everyone a beautiful Christmas 
Season blessed with happiness and good health! 
 If you have not attended a recent 
worship service at First Congregational UCC 
North Ridgeville, I urge you to come and sense 
the Holy Spirit circulate the sanctuary, spreading 
joy and a sense of compassion as we are guided 
by our new young leader, Pastor Arik.  ALL are 
welcome here! 
 It is good to see those who have not 
been here in a while back for services.  Each 
week there are a few more and we are grateful 
for this. 
 As our pastor reaches out to our shut-ins 
may we all think of them and offer good wishes. 
 Peace and good wishes from your 
moderator. 
 

Pastor-Parish Relations Committee – Karen 
Veliconia, Chairperson 

Now that Pastor Arik has joined our 
congregation, it is time to establish the Pastor-
Parish Relations Committee.  This is a committee 
of individuals who will work to foster 
constructive and caring communications 
between the pastor, the church staff and the 
congregation.  Because they have already 
established a good working relationship with 
Pastor Arik during the search and call process, 
the members of the Search Committee have 
agreed to serve as the initial members of the 
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee.   The 
committee members are Jen Anderson, Holly 
Chalkwater, Vi Elrod, Diana Goode, Bob Olesen, 
Joe Pesch, and Karen Veliconia.  

The committee currently plans to meet 
sometime in January and will establish a regular 
meeting schedule.  We will share that schedule 
with the congregation once it has been decided.  
Our two main goals will be to serve as support 
to Pastor Arik and to help maintain a good 
working relationship between our minister and 
the congregation as we move our church 
forward in its ministry.  If you have any ideas 
you would like to share or concerns you feel 
need to be addressed prior to when the 

committee meets in January, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Wishing you a joyful and blessed Advent 
and Christmas season! 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As I write this, I have just returned from 

the Ohio UCC Fall Youth Event with Andrew 
Veliconia, Megan O’Neill and Skylar Frederick. 
This year’s theme was “The Journeys Taken.” 
The focus was immigration and the border 
issues in the United States.  It was a powerful, 
moving experience.  For the youth, this is an 
important justice issue and their concerns and 
questions were reflected in their embracing the 
events of the weekend.  The thought they were 
left with was “Regardless of how you feel about 
illegal immigration, is this the best that we can 
do?”  I suggest you take the time to watch one 
video at http://www.weather.com/news/real-
death-valley-20140812.  Hopefully it will get you 
to start thinking about the question too. 

Sunday, December 14 is our Advent 
workshop immediately following coffee hour. 
Bring a brown bagged lunch to eat.  We will 

start about noon and should be 
done no later than 1:00.  We 
will be decorating graham 
cracker gingerbread houses.  
Registration is REQUIRED by 
December 7.  We will not 

accept registration after this date.  See the 
registration form in this Messenger.   

Children in grades 3 and younger will 
receive Advent calendars to use during Advent.  
They will be distributed on Sunday, November 
30.  We will also be asking the church school 
children to help decorate the tree in the hallway 
with mittens, hats, children’s socks, hair 
accessories and toothbrushes for Community 
Care.  All of the adults in the church are 
encouraged to help decorate the tree too! 

Advent prayer stations will be set up in 
my office for your use beginning Sunday, 
November 30.  Feel free to use them the hour 
before and after church, or during the church 
office hours Monday-Friday between 9 am and 
noon.  Just check in with Linda so she can 



unlock the door for you.  I encourage you to 
visit them more than once as the stations will 
change periodically. 

Finally, just a reminder that Sunday, 
December 7 is family Sunday and ALL children 
will be in church for the entire service.  It should 
be a great Sunday as the Elyria High School 
Madrigal Singers will be here!   
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
We were blessed to have Pastor Arik at 

our last meeting.  We know 9:00 on Sunday 
morning is not the best time for a pastor to 
attend a meeting but we were glad to have his 
input. 

Thank you for the food donated for our 
Thanksgiving food drive.  It felt good taking 
trunk loads of food to Community Care.  
Outreach voted to give $200 to purchase 
turkeys for Thanksgiving food boxes.  
Community Care has many families who are in 
need of assistance. 

The Giving Tree is up and the ornaments 
will go quickly if they are not already gone.  
Take the ornament that has the gift/recipient 

information on it and write 
your name and phone number 
on the other copy, leaving this 
one on the tree.  Then attach 
the ornament with the 
recipient’s name/number on it 
to the gift-wrapped package 
when you return it and place 
it under the Giving Tree in 
Fellowship Hall.  All gifts for 

the Giving Tree recipients need to be returned 
to the church by Sunday, December 14.   

Thank you to June Yost and Cathy 
Cornman for getting the list together and thank 
you Barb Zinsmeister for getting the ornaments 
ready.  The more people work together the 
better the outcome. 

Community Care is asking for coats for 
children and women.  If you have a coat that 
may have shrunk over the summer, as mine did, 
donate it to Community Care.  Ask your friends 
if they have one they need to get rid of also. 
Just bring the coat to the church and we will 

deliver it to Community Care for you.  What 
could be easier? 

Our Christmas Eve Fund offering has 
been a way in which we, members of the United 
Church of Christ, reflect the light of Jesus Christ 
in the lives of many women and men who have 
so faithfully and selflessly served the church and 
who now find themselves facing unforeseen 
crises.  The money collected at this Christmas 
Eve offering is used to supplement pensions, 
health premiums, emergency grants, and 
Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to individuals 
and families in need.  We ask that you 
prayerfully consider supporting this year’s 
appeal to the best of your ability. 

Our Hospitality Meal will be the day after 
Christmas and will be tomato soup and toasted 
cheese sandwiches.  All are welcome to come 
eat with us. 

During this holy and joyous time of year 
our thoughts turn to our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
reason for this season. 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Lynne Petroff 
I love this time of year!  I love the music, 

the movies, the sights and sounds.  A perfect 
example is the way this church is transformed.  
By the time this newsletter is printed, the church 
will be in its full Christmas splendor.  Thank you 
to all that came to help decorate on the 
November 29. 

Another thing I love about this time of 
year is the efforts people make to be kind to one 
another – the “good will toward men”.  I believe 
that we, as Christians, should strive to make 
that our constant goal.  A good place to start is 
with our church family.  Do you know someone 
that may need some cheering up?  This can be a 
very sad and emotional time for some.  Is 
someone in our congregation having a difficult 
time and might benefit from a phone call or 
pastor visit?  If you know of anyone that may be 
struggling, please contact a deacon or Pastor 
Arik.  We can’t help if we don’t know. 

We will be having a family Christmas Eve 
service at 7:00 pm on December 24 and our 
traditional candlelight service will be at 11:00 
pm.  Come join us as we celebrate Christ’s birth! 



“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 
– Matthew 5:4  
 

For some of us, the holiday season isn’t always filled with 
excitement, happiness, and joy. For those of us who have 
lost loved ones, the holidays are when we miss those who 

are no longer with us the most. 
Instead of being surrounded by 
friends and family, for some of us our 
only company is tears, heartache, and 
memories during the Christmas 
season.  
On December 21 at 7 pm we will have 
a candlelight service to recognize and 
honor those for whom this time of 
year is especially difficult. This Blue 

Christmas Service will be one of prayer, reflection, tears, 
and lighting of candles, as we remember those who are no 
longer here to celebrate Christmas with us. All are invited 
to join us for this sacred evening.  Childcare will be 
provided during the service. 

 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
As we enter December and the season of 

Advent and Christmas, the trustees would like to 
thank everyone for their contributions and 
pledges.  Just as we gift each other to celebrate 
Christ’s birth, our gifts of time, talent and, yes, 
money are our gifts to our church and 
congregation.  Again, the trustees thank you for 
your gifts that allow the ministry of your church 
to continue. 

In the ongoing saga of the widening of 
Center Ridge Road…the trustees have made a 
counter-offer to ODOT.  At the time this article 
is being written it does not appear that they are 
willing to accept our offer.  Our basis for 
countering their claim was due to the loss of 
parking spaces and the need to augment those 
remaining with new parking to compensate for 
their loss.  It would seem we would need to hire 
legal counsel to pursue this any further.  Any 
gains we might see would be lessened by legal 
costs; and if we did not prevail, those costs 
would come out of the original offer made by 
the State of Ohio.  It is also possible that we 
could be awarded less than the original offer.  It 
is all very frustrating. 

The trustees are looking toward a capital 
campaign to raise money for two items that 

need attention.   An estimate for a replacement 
of the rear overhang of either wood or canvas is 
one.  Restoration and protection of the windows 
on the front of the church is the other, and an 
estimate has been obtained for this, also, with 
one more coming soon.  This capital campaign 
should start shortly and, once again, your 
participation is paramount to it being successful. 

Speaking of donations, Pastor Arik is 
working with Rick Stoffiere to allow donating to 
our church via PayPal through the church’s 
website.  This should assist those that would 
rather contribute using electronic rather than 
traditional methods such as checks.  I imagine 
that someday check writing will be as foreign to 
young people as party lines and rotary dial 
telephones are to the younger generation today. 

Jazzercise has left the church due to low 
attendance which means a loss of rental income, 
and this impacts the budget.  They have been 
good renters for many years and it is sad, but 
understandable, to see them leave. 

The trustees would like to wish everyone 
a joyous Christmas and a most prosperous New 
Year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Women’s Book Club 
On December 15 we will gather at the 

church at 7 p.m. to discuss A Redbird Christmas 
by Fanny Flagg.  “Deep in the southernmost part of 

Alabama, along the banks of a lazy winding river, lies 

the sleepy little community known as Lost River, a 

place that time itself seems to have forgotten. After 

a startling diagnosis from his doctor, Oswald T. 

Campbell leaves behind the cold and damp of the 

oncoming Chicago winter to spend what he believes 

will be his last Christmas in the warm and welcoming 

town of Lost River. There, he meets the postman who 

As we come toward the end of 2014, Roy 
Dreger is also coming to the end of his term as 
the Board of Trustees Chairperson.  Roy has 
spent much of his time at the church working 
and repairing over his six year term (just as 
Karen!)  On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I 
would like to express a huge THANK YOU to 
Roy for all of his hard work!! ~Linda Matis 
 



delivers mail by boat, the store owner who nurses a 

broken heart, the ladies of the Mystic Order of the 

Royal Polka Dots Secret Society who do clandestine 

good works. And he meets a little redbird named 

Jack, who is at the center of this tale of a magical 

Christmas when something so amazing happened 

that those who witnessed it have never forgotten it. 

Once you experience the wonder, you too will never 

forget A Redbird Christmas.” 

 

Parish Nurse Notes – Karen Dreger 
December is here and with it comes a 

beautiful time of the year - celebrating 
Christmas with family and friends, some 
enjoying winter outdoors and some of us 
enjoying a beautiful snowfall from inside.   

And with the winter comes increased risk 
of falls.  About 1/3 of Americans age 65 and 
over fall each year, some breaking a bone.  A 
broken bone might not sound so serious, but for 
older people, a break can lead to more serious 
problems. 

Many things can cause a fall:  diabetes, 
heart disease, thyroid problems, eyesight, 
nerves, feet or blood vessels can affect your 
balance.  Some medicines can cause you to feel 
dizzy or sleepy, making you more likely to fall. 
Take the right steps to prevent falls: 
●Stay physical-have an exercise program that is 
right for you that keeps you strong and 
flexible.  Talk to your doctor about physical 
therapy. 
●Have your eyes and hearing tested. 
●Know the side effects of your medications and 
talk to your doctor or pharmacist about them. 
●Increase the lighting in your home and 
outside; use a nightlight and keep a flashlight 
handy. 
●Use a walking stick or other assists as 
necessary. 
●Use caution on slippery or uneven surfaces.  
Wear non-skid, rubber soled, low heel shoes. 
●Have sand or salt to spread on icy areas. 
●Get up from bed or sitting S L O W L Y. 
●If you live alone, consider having a home 
monitoring system. 
●Use hand rails. 
●Consider a shower bench. 

●Don’t use throw rugs or small area rugs. 
●Don’t stand on chairs or tables to reach 
something that is too high.  Use a “reach stick” 
or ask for help. 
For more information contact:  
National Center for Injury Prevention and 
Control 1-800-232-4636  or www.cdc.gov/ncipc 
Nation Resource Center on Supportive Housing 
and Home Modifications  1-213-740-1364 or  
www.homemods.org 
National Institute on Aging 1-800-222-2225 or  
www.nia.nih.gov 

May everyone have a safe and wonderful 
Christmas! 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
11/30 Ric Sasse, Megan & Krista O’Neill 
12/7 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 
12/14 Joe Pesch, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
12/21 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 
12/28 Bob Franks, Chris Frederick, Marge Baker 
 
 

12/1 Collin Nestelle 
12/2 David Mytnick 
12/2 Rebecca Stamper 
12/4 Roy Dreger 
12/5 Betsy Wiley 
12/6 Larry Mytnick 
12/8 Jack Fitts 
12/15 Carol Schubert 
12/20 Betty Fitts 
12/26 Lori Comerford 
12/31 Pat Chapman 

   12/17 Chris & Bridget Frederick 
   12/28 Chris & Kari Dlugosz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who donated, sold 
tickets, volunteered and/or enjoyed 
the chicken paprikash dinner in 
November.  The profit from this 
very successful fundraiser was 

almost $1,650.00! 



 
 
 

      Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Trustees 7:30 pm 
 

Cub Scouts comm. 
mtg. 6:30 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

2  

CE 7 pm 

 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

3  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 

4  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

5  
Craft Show set up  
6-8 pm 

6  

Craft Show 9 am-4 pm 
 
 
 

Couples Recovery 7 pm 

7      
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
EHS Madrigals  
perform 

8  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

9  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

10  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 

 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

11  
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

12  
 

13  

 
 

 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

14      
3rd Sunday of Advent 

December birthdays 
Advent Workshop 

15  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

17  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 

18  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

19  
 

20  
 
 
 
 

Couples Recovery 7 pm 

21      
4th Sunday of Advent 

Communion 
Blue Christmas 
Service  
7 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

24           
Christmas Eve 

Family Svc. 7 pm 
Candlelight Svc.  
11 pm 
 

25                 
Christmas 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

26  
OFFICE CLOSED 
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean up 
 

27  

 
 
 

 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

28  
 

29  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

30  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

31  
New Year’s Eve 

 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 


