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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Arik 
The New Year is now upon us!  As we put away 

our holiday decorations and as we put 2014 behind us, 
we look ahead to all of the possibilities 2015 can bring.  
As we make our commitments and resolutions for the 
upcoming year, it is a time where we evaluate where 
we are now as we look at the parts of ourselves where we want to grow.  
 This year, I invite each one of us to look at our church in the same 
way we look at ourselves.  What parts of the church make us proud?  What 
are some things we can work on?  Where can we grow?  Only by asking 
ourselves these questions can we hope to help create the church we have 
envisioned for our future.  
 2015 will be one of the most important years in our church.  What we 
do this year will have a lasting impact in the years to come.  What we invest 
in the church this year, with our time, talent, and resources, will be an 
indicator of where this church is heading in the future.  
 It is precisely because of the importance of this next calendar year 
that we will be trying new things and implementing new policies that will 
benefit our church.  We have recently added the ability to accept donations 
and tithes online through our website, in hopes that we can reach more 
people through the use of technology.  We are also working on implementing 
a much needed “Safe Church” policy for our congregation, so we can do 
everything we can to care and protect the children who use our facilities.  As 
for me, I have started to implement “Public Office Hours” every Monday from 
1-2:30 pm that take place at the Panera in North Ridgeville.  This is a chance 
for informal conversation away from the church building, and people are 
encouraged to stop by for coffee and conversation every Monday afternoon.  

Additionally, in order to try and keep attendance up in the aftermath 
of the Christmas season, we will be hosting a sermon series starting the 
Sunday following Epiphany.  The topic for the sermon series will be titled 
after Niebuhr’s book, “Does Civilization Need Religion?” and will address 
three different aspects of our faith that benefits our society today.  January 
11th will explore the topic of “Identity” in response to this question, January 
18th will cover “Community”, and the sermon series will end on January 25th 
with the topic of “Justice.”  This sermon series will take a critical and 
informal look at our faith as we explore the positive aspects that our religion 
has in our world and in our lives today. 
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This is the start of an important year for 
our congregation, but I can honestly say that I 
wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.  This church 
has a bright future ahead of us and we can see 
that already by how our church has grown in 
both our excitement and our weekly attendance. 
Great work is being done here at First 
Congregational Church; but I know that by 
working together, we are capable of even more.  

Let us resolve, this year, to be the best 
church we can possibly be.    

Happy New Year!! 
Blessings and Peace, Arik  
 
 

========================== 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new member class will be held on January 11 
immediately following the worship service.  
Speak with Pastor Arik or e-mail him at 

Rev.Borstad@gmail.com if you are interested in 
becoming a member of First Congregational UCC 

North Ridgeville! 
========================== 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Welcome to 2015!  Sunday, January 4 is 

Epiphany Sunday and the Three Wise Men will 
be making an appearance during worship!  
Afterwards, join us in Fellowship Hall for the 
Three Kings cake!  Maybe you will get one of 
the three special coins found in the cake.  Also 
remember that this date is the first Sunday of 
the month so children will be in church for the 
entire service. 

In case you haven’t noticed (it would be 
hard NOT to notice), there are MANY children in 
worship each Sunday morning.  MANY 
children mean the need for MANY Sunday 
School teachers.  We NEED at least two more 
adults willing to help.  It takes no more than 

three hours out of your week for planning and 
executing the lesson.  If you need help 
constructing the lesson, I am more than happy 
to help.  PLEASE consider using your time and 
talents once or twice a month! 

Sunday, February 1 is Souper Bowl of 
Caring Sunday and the youth will be at the 

front and back of the 
church collecting your 
spare change in their 
soup pots in support of 
the effort to rid the world 
of hunger. In conjunction 
with this event, the Board 

of Christian Education will be selling quarts of 
chili and chicken noodle soup.  The cost is 
$6.00 a quart.  Use the form in the Messenger 
or Sunday bulletin to reserve your quarts of 
these delicious soups.  The deadline for ordering 
is January 28.  Proceeds from this sale will help 
offset the costs for the Women’s Retreat at this 
fall.  

Looking ahead, please mark your 
calendar for Sunday, February 15. We will be 
holding our Mardi Gras party at church.  This 
year, it will be a pancake dinner in the evening 
followed by many fun activities.  Also, keep 
Sunday, March 8 open as we will be hosting a 
literacy night.  Our theme will be “Dr. Seuss is 
on the Loose!”  More information will be in the 
February Messenger. 

Finally, a huge thank you to the Board of 
Christian Education who made the gingerbread 
house building workshop a success. Many 
thanks to the youth who went Christmas 
shopping for Community Care and wrapped all 
the gifts.  Finally, a big thank you goes out to 
Becky Williams who has served faithfully on our 
board for so many years.  Outreach is lucky to 
get her as a new board member! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
Another year already….where did the 

time go?   We all hope 2015 brings good things 
to everyone.  The hustle and bustle of the 
holidays is over and now things will slow down 
to a nice steady pace again (hopefully).  Thank 
you to all who purchased gifts for The Giving 



Tree.  Many families had a better Christmas 
because you cared. 

Community Care once again looked like 
Santa’s Workshop.  Thank you to all who 
worked so hard. 

Thank you, Karen Veliconia for heading 
up the Hospitality Meal in December.  I went out 
of town for Christmas and was thankful that the 
meal did not need to be canceled since so many 
people depend on it.  This month a meeting will 
be held with representatives from the different 
churches involved with the End of the Month 
Meals.  We will be planning the menu for 2015. 

Outreach wants to have a rummage sale 
in May so when you start your spring cleaning of 
your cupboards and closets, mark your discards 
for the Church’s Rummage Sale.  

Happy New Year to all from Outreach!   
 

Trustees’ Turn – Roy Dreger 
This is the last article I will write (for a 

while anyway) as my term on the Trustees is 
over.  A lot has been done in the last six years, 
and a lot has happened in the life of the 
church.  I would like to thank all the Trustees 
over the last six years for their help, without it 
not much would have been accomplished.  I 
want to also thank Linda Matis for all her 
invaluable help in keeping me organized.  I want 
to thank my wife, Karen, for her understanding 
when I would need to help with problems.  And 
of course, I would like to thank you, the 
congregation.  Nothing gets done without the 
help of the congregation. 
          Jack Fitts and I met with a gentleman 
from a second company that restores stained or 
painted glass windows.  He was very informative 
about what needed to be done to preserve the 
windows.  The front windows 
need the most help, to the 
point where they need to be 
removed.  Some areas need 
to be replaced due to broken 
pieces and the entire 
window(s) need the lead 
replaced.  There are actually 
gaps between the lead and 
the glass in places where the window is pulling 

apart.  The windows on the sides of the 
sanctuary are structurally sound and would only 
need some scraping and painting.  All of the 
windows need to be recovered.  The cost to do 
the front of the church would be about $30,000, 
double that to do every window.  This will 
require a capital campaign. 

In the ongoing saga of the Center Ridge 
Road widening project, I talked with Heritage 
Land Services, the company that is doing the 
land acquisitions for the project.  They in turn 
met with ODOT to offer our counter proposal 
based on the need to replace lost parking.  The 
good news is that ODOT did not reject it, but did 
request an estimate to support our reason for 
wanting more money.  The estimate (from 
2013) has been forwarded to Heritage to give to 
ODOT.  Unfortunately, the key people at ODOT 
are going to be taking turns vacationing 
between now (the middle of December) and the 
first of the new year.  It was my hope to wrap 
this up prior to 2015 but it does not appear that 
is going to happen. 

On behalf of all the Trustees, we thank 
the congregation for all your contributions and 
wish you the very best in the new year. 
 

Another Successful Fundraiser! 
 Thank you to everyone who donated, 
volunteered, and/or shopped at our annual craft 
show which was held on December 6.  With the 
additional café food sales the day after the show 
and the 50/50 raffle winner giving her winnings 
back to the church (thank you, Carol 
Scharmann!), we raised a total of $4,024.30!  A 
big thank you goes out to Lynne Petroff, 
Regenia Comerford, Linda Matis, Mary Karlovec 
and Karen Veliconia for all their hard work!! 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Diana Goode 
We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone for wearing their nametag 
during worship services.  It has been helpful to 
Pastor Arik and to the members of the 
congregation to get to know others.  Please 
continue wearing them; with all the new faces 



joining us each Sunday, it will continue to help 
spread the fellowship and caring we do so well. 

Pastor Arik will be having a Lenten Bible 
series that we hope you will take part in.  If you 
are interested, please let a Deacon or Pastor 
Arik know when would be a good day and time 
for you. 

It has been so wonderful seeing the 
increase in the number of people joining us on 
Sundays; seeing old members return and friends 
begin coming. 

We would like to welcome Bridget 
Frederick to the Deacon's Board.  We look 
forward to her becoming an asset to our board. 

  Your Board of Deacons - Diana Goode, Keith 
Schoonover, Betty Fitts, Kari Dlugosz, Liz  
Wolanski, Bob Olesen, Lynne Petroff and Bridget 
Frederick 
 
 
Parish Nurse Notes – Karen Dreger 

As I reflect on 2014 I’m amazed at how 
fast it went by.  I think the older we get the 
faster time passes.  Take Christmas for 
example.  For children, Christmas can’t come 
fast enough, but for me there’s never enough 
time! 

Now we have a new year, 2015, a clean 
slate.  Some of that time will be dictated by our 
jobs, school and other obligations.  But how will 
you set priorities for your “free time”?  The 
church has great possibilities, opportunities. 

 As part of the Church, the Parish Nurse 
Program will be looking for ways to help our 
church community and the larger community of 
North Ridgeville.  We would like ideas from 
you.  What topics, information or resources are 
you interested in?  Do you read the bulletin 
board?  Do you read the Parish Nurse article in 
the Messenger?  Your feedback would be greatly 
appreciated.  There is a suggestion box in 
Whitcomb (Fellowship) Hall on the table near 
the door.  Or you can see Lynne Petroff or 
me.  You can also leave a note at the office and 
Linda will pass it on. 

Have a happy, healthy and safe New 
Year! 
 
 

Women’s Book Club :  The book for our 
January 19th gathering is The Light Between 
Oceans by M.L. Stedman.  We meet at the 
church at 7 p.m. and all women are welcome!   
Tom Sherbourne is a lighthouse keeper on 
Janus Rock, a tiny island a half day’s boat 
journey from the coast of Western Australia. 
When a baby washes up in a rowboat, he and 
his young wife Isabel decide to raise the child 
as their own. The baby seems like a gift from 
God, and the couple’s reasoning for keeping 
her seduces the reader into entering the 
waters of treacherous morality even as Tom--
whose moral code withstood the horrors of 
World War I--begins to waver.  
 

Ushers & Greeters 
1/4 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 

1/11 Millie Gilly, Bill & Charis Meehan 
1/18 Edie Phillips, 
1/25 Lynne Petroff, Andrew & Pete Veliconia 
2/1 Ric Sasse, Megan & Krista O’Neill 
2/8 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 

2/15 Joe Pesch, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
2/22 Regenia Comerford, Dale & Becky Williams 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups 
after the service.  If you would like to be taken 
off the Usher List, please call the church office. 

 
 
1/3 Charis Meehan 
 Brian Zinsmeister 
1/4 Evan Harrold 
 Rosemary Berg 
1/5 Nancy Findlay  
1/7 Dale Williams 
1/8 Karen Dreger 
 Rebecca Angeline 
1/12 Karen Veliconia 
1/13 Joe Pesch 
1/16 Bill Meehan 
1/18 Pete Veliconia 
 Laura Petroff 
1/19 Marge Baker 
1/28 Ashley Schoonover 

  1/11  Gary & Betsy Wiley 
  1/18 Jim & Vicky Yost 
  1/22 Bill & Charis Meehan 



 
Online Donations:  In an effort to reach more people and in order to be more accessible online, we are 
now accepting donations through our website!  Go to www.fccalive.org and scroll to the very bottom to 
see the different funds you can support! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
New Year’s Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

2  
 

3  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

4  
Epiphany Sunday 
Communion 

Pastor Parish mtg. 
after coffee hour 

5  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
Cub Scouts 
committee meeting 
6:30 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

6  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

7  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 

8  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

9  
 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

11 
New member class 
immediately following 
worship service 

January birthdays 
celebration 

12  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

14  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

15  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

16  
 

17  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

18 
Communion 
 

19 
Women’s Book Club 
7 pm 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

20  
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

21  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 

22  
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

23  
 

24  
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

25 
Annual Meeting after 
worship service 
 

26  
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

28  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

29  
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

30  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 
prep, 6-7 serve, 7-? 
clean up 

31  
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 


