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From the Pastor’s Pen  
We have entered a new month, and with it too, a new season in our 

liturgical calendar!  Even though Christmas is just barely behind us, we now 
enter into another sacred time in the Christian year.  Toward the end of this 
month we will be entering into Lent, which will culminate with our worship 
services on Easter morning.  
 Lent, at its heart, is a season for reflection as we follow Jesus in his 
ministry up through his crucifixion and resurrection.  It is a time where we 
look inward at ourselves, reminding us who we are and to whom we belong. 
It is a season that is positioned nicely in our calendars, as winter begins to 
wane and the promise of the new life of spring becomes visible in our world.  
 It is also a season for self-improvement and education.  It is precisely 
because of this that we will be beginning a Lenten Bible Study group at the 
church, where we will gather together to meet and look at the “Lesser Known 
Characters of the Bible.”  From Josiah to Onesimus, and everywhere in 
between, we will read stories of some of the people in our scripture who are 
less well known.  It will be a time of learning, conversation, and growth and 
all are invited to join us for our weekly meetings.  
 Lent is also a time when many people attempt to “give up” something 
in their lives to signify their willingness to journey with Jesus in the 
wilderness.  Some people give up coffee, chocolate, or soda, hoping that the 
lack of these items will remind them of the sacrifices Christ made in his life.  
While this practice is admirable, I invite us to 
push ourselves further this Lenten season.  
Instead of “giving up” something for Lent, I 
would encourage each one of us to “give” 
something each day for Lent.  Let us strive to 
go out of our way to brighten people’s lives, to 
do one small act of kindness per day during 
this sacred season.  Lent should not just be 
seen as a season of scarcity but it should be seen as a season of abundance – 
an abundance of love, compassion, and hospitality.  These are some of the 
main traits that we value in Jesus and these are the attributes we should work 
to embody this season.     

Therefore, this Lent I would encourage people to dedicate themselves 
to the message and teachings of Jesus. Let us make our world a place of 
abundance, not scarcity.  Let us go out of our way to help others in need so 
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that we may follow in the footsteps of the one 
who will show us that love is more powerful 
than death.   

Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Arik 

 
============================= 

 
On January 25, 2015 

we welcomed 

Allison Pikaard 
Barb Tobin & 

Daryl Von Benken 

to the First Congregational UCC 
church family!  We’re so glad 

you have joined our 
community!! 

============================= 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
It seems like we just put away the 

Christmas decorations and we are already 
getting ready to start the Lenten season in a 
few weeks.  We will prepare for the 
beginning of Lent with our annual 
Mardi Gras celebration on Sunday, 

February 15.  We will start our 
celebration with a pancake/sausage 
dinner at 5 p.m. We will prepare to put away 
the Alleluias and end with the First 
Congregational Church famous pancake races.  
We will also crown the “Keeper of the Alleluias.”  
So get out your beads and crazy hats and join 
us for this intergenerational event! 

The Senior High class has been on the 
road in recent weeks visiting the Maltz Museum 
in Beachwood to learn about the Jewish faith, 
common threads between Christianity and 
Judaism, and the Holocaust.  We will visit the 
museum again on February 15 and March 15.  
The Senior High will also be supporting “The 
Souper Bowl of Caring” on February 1.  Please 
make sure to drop a donation into their soup 
pots.  All of the money will be donated to 
Community Care. 

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, 
March 8 when we will be hosting a literacy 
night.  Come learn about what we can do as a 

church community to promote literacy in our 
church and community.  Using a few picture 
books by the author Patricia Pollocco, we will 
make/play games, share some snacks and learn 
how we ALL can make a difference by 
supporting reading! 

This past weekend I attended a youth 
leaders retreat in Cleveland at the UCC Church 
House.  It was entitled "Intentionally Making 
Time for Sabbath."  Each of us had to commit to 
something we would do to "make time for 
Sabbath."  I decided to start small so that I do 
not get overwhelmed and mentioned on 
Facebook that I was going to ask two people to 
be my "Prayer Buddies" during Lent.  A Prayer 
Buddy is someone you pray for daily (in this 
case the 40 days of Lent) and then send them 
an email (or Facebook message or phone call) 
with a Bible verse/prayer/poem, note of 
gratitude or just a SHORT message to let them 
know you are thinking about them.   

WELL....I wrote about this on my 
Facebook page and within two hours I got 19 
personal messages asking if they could be my 
prayer buddy!  So at 3:00 am I started to 
think...so here is my invitation to all of you.  If 
you would like one or two prayer buddies for 
Lent, please join me at the church at 8:30 am 
on Saturday, February 14 for muffins and coffee 
and I will explain prayer buddies, give you some 
resources and ideas, and send you on your way 
by 9:15.  If you can't join me, and would like to 
have a prayer buddy, send me an email 
(cedirector@faccalive.org) or personal message 
on Facebook. 

Many thanks to Paul Wolanski for 
volunteering to teach!  He will be working with 
the 1st - 5th graders.  Thanks also go out to 
those who bought chili/soup to support the 
Women’s Retreat this fall.   

A personal note of thanks goes out to the 
congregation for supporting Matt through the 
last 2 years.  Please join us for worship on 
Sunday, February 8 as Matt will be part of 
worship that day.  I can assure you it will be a 
unique service!  It will highlight how much the 
love and support of one congregation can make 
a difference in the life of a child of God!   

 



“On February 8th it will be 2 years since Matt 
got viral encephalitis. It has been a long, slow 
struggle that each day brings rewards and 
challenges. Matt has along ways to go but is so full 
of faith that God has a plan for him. With that in 
mind, Matt would like to celebrate by attending 
church for the first time in 2 years! Our minister, Rev. 
Arik has been working with Matt to put together the 
worship service for that Sunday. It will be a unique 
service because sounds, lights and hearing are still 
VERY problematic. The theme: WORK HARD AND 
GET BETTER! So Matt would like to invite all his 
family and friends to worship with him on February 
8th at 10AM at First Congregational UCC 36363 
Center Ridge Road North Ridgeville, Ohio. If you 
cannot be there, please lift him up in prayer that 
day!”        (from Mary Karlovec’s Facebook page) 

 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
I attended a meeting at Community Care 

on January 17 with representatives of other 
churches involved in the end of the month 
community outreach meals.  We coordinated our 
menus so no two meals will be the same each 
month.  I really do appreciate our 
kitchen and especially our many 
volunteers who donate time, 
money and food for this outreach 
project. Even though our kitchen 
is outdated, it is still the best around.  We voted 
not to distribute menus to the clients because 
sometimes we make a change so it will be a 
mystery meal each month.  People who 
volunteer know I am well known for changing 
the menu.  But since it will be Lent already the 
menu for February and March will have a 
meatless entrée.  The menu for February will be 
fish, pierogies, cole slaw, applesauce, rolls and 
dessert.  Come dine with us.  Remember this 
meal is open to everyone. 

Don’t forget to save any discards for our 
rummage sale in May.  Proceeds will go towards 
financing the Hospitality Meals.  Remember 
“One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.” 

Please make sure all items are clean and in 
working order.  We don’t want things that 
should go into the garbage.  I guess not all 
trash is treasure after all. 

We are so happy that Becky Williams has 
joined Outreach.  She has been thrown into 
coffee hour hosting before ever attending a 
meeting! 

See you at church.  It seems every 
Sunday Pastor Arik has a message just for me 
and I think many of us feel the same way. 
Thank you, Lord for sending Pastor Arik to 
minister to us! 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Bob Olesen 
Comradery…Part of Our Church,  

Part of Our Lives 

Did you ever ask yourself why you do the 
things you do?  Try it.  You will probably come 
up with a great variety of reasons.  In this 
concept, I thought about my church and the 
word “comradery” popped up.  Webster defines 
it as a spirit of good fellowship, symbolic with 
brotherhood, working towards a common goal, 
companionship and community.  All of these 
words are meaningful in my church experience. 
Our church group has in its assembly some of 
the most sincere and dedicated people it has 
been my pleasure to know. 

Recently Ann and I worked at one of the 
monthly Hospitality meals for the less fortunate.   
In the serving line one of our guests stopped 
and thanked me for helping to make this event 
possible.  I thanked her for her kind comments, 
but in the back of my mind I realized that I 
didn’t make this possible.  It has continued 
because of the efforts of a dedicated group of 
church members who look at this as their church 
project.  Comradery?  You bet. 

I see the comradery in the compassion 
we show when one of our own achieves 
success, is sick, injured, or is nor longer with us. 
I felt it when I was seriously ill and a host of 
meaningful expressions were sent my way by 
church friends.  Comradery is evident in every 
committee working for the betterment of our 
church and in every event we participate in, 
including after service refreshments in 



Fellowship Hall.  I saw comradery at its highest 
level on the Search Committee as we narrowed 
down a long list of potential candidates for our 
ministry. 

If you think about it, comradery has 
always been at the heart of all our lives.  It 
began with bonding to family and childhood 
friends and continued through all of our 
associations as we passed into adulthood.  
On January 18 in his continuing series on “Does 
Civilization Need Religion?”, Pastor Arik asked 
the congregation to reply in one word as to why 
you attend this church.  Although the replies 
varied, everyone was correct.  Pastor summed 
up the responses into one word, “community” – 
one of the alternative definitions for comradery.  
Thank you for your continued dedication to our 
church. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Chris Frederick 
Happy New Year!  As we embark upon a 

brand new year full of hope and promise, I 
would like to take a minute to say thank you to 
my fellow Trustees for placing their confidence 
in me to fill some big shoes.  I am excited as I 
begin serving my church in a new capacity and I 
already feel like I fit right in.  A big note of 
thanks to Roy Dreger as he passes the torch of 
Chairperson of the Trustees now that his term 
has come to an end.  Roy’s commitment to 
serve on this board, as well as his organization 
and attention to detail, is evident throughout 
every aspect.  THANK YOU Roy! 

In other news, ODOT has countered our 
counter offer in regards to the land the City will 
need to acquire for the widening of Center Ridge 
Road and we have voted to approve what 
turned out to be less than we wanted, but more 
than we had started with.  Additionally, several 
of the members got together and have 
successfully added water shut-offs and 
replacement knobs in some problem areas. 
Thanks and great job!  Enjoy the new month 
and the start to this new year.  
 
 
 

 
Hard at work:  Members (and previous member) of 
the Trustees doing whatever it takes to work on the 
plumbing in the downstairs men’s restroom.  Thanks 
Roy, Joe, Jack & Pete! 
 
 
Parish Nurse Notes – Karen Dreger 
"Do you not know that your body is a temple of the 

Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 

from God?  You are not your own.  You were bought 

at a price.  Therefore, honor God with your body."      

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 We live in a time when there is no 
shortage of information about best nutritional 
practices and exercise.  Never has access to 
healthy foods and exercise been easier.  But 
many of us don't care for our bodies as we 
should, maybe not as well as the care we give 
our lawns.  Some people spend many hours 
fertilizing, feeding, weeding and mowing their 
lawns.  We spend many dollars for the right 
weed and feed for each step of the season or 
hire a company to do it for us.  Why not spend 
at least as much time and money taking care of 
our bodies as we do our lawns?   

Of course, this is a generalization, some 
people don't even have lawns, but you get the 
idea.  I make bad decisions about what I put in 
my body almost every day.  I snack on non-
nutritional foods in the evening and skip 
exercise time without a legitimate reason.  But it 
is never too late to try again.  Many people 
make positive changes for Lent.  Try making 
positive changes throughout the year.  Honor 
your body. 

 



Women’s Book Club 
The book for the February 16th meeting is If I 
Stay by Gayle Forman.  If I Stay is a bittersweet 

memory of a family and their loved ones. It's told 

through the eyes of Mia, who watches herself being 

treated in the hospital as her loved ones surround 

her. And she has to make the toughest choice of all... 

The book for the March 16th meeting is Pastrix: 
The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint  
by Nadia Bolz-Weber.  Now a New York Times 

bestseller, Nadia Bolz-Weber takes no prisoners as 

she reclaims the term "pastrix"(pronounced "pas-

triks," a term used by some Christians who refuse to 

recognize female pastors) in her messy, beautiful, 

prayer-and-profanity laden narrative about an 

unconventional life of faith. 
We meet at the church at 7 p.m. and all women 
are welcome! 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
2/1 Ric Sasse, Megan & Krista O’Neill 
2/8 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 

2/15 Joe Pesch, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
2/22 Regenia Comerford, Dale & Becky Williams 
3/1 Bob Franks, Chris Frederick, Marge Baker 
3/8 Tim & Tess Anderson, 

3/15 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 
3/22 Millie Gilly, Bill & Charis Meehan 
3/29 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to 
collect attendance sheets and Communion cups 
after the service.  If you would like to be taken 
off the Usher List, please call the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safe Sanctuary:   People need to find 
sanctuary in God and should be able to find our 
church a safe space.  Our church should be a 
safe sanctuary for all those who come in good 
faith which is why we have organized a 
committee devoted to developing policies and 
procedures for the protection of children, youth, 
and adults who come to our church.  Please 
pray for guidance for this committee as they 
move toward making First Congregational UCC a 
safe sanctuary. 

 
 
 
Feb. 4 Bejie Chapman 
Feb. 9 Mary Karlovec 
  Chris Frederick 
  Sean Hannold 
  Jacob Chalkwater 
Feb. 11 Taylar Comerford 
Feb. 13 Anne Schreiber 
Feb. 15 Harry Berg 
  Gwen Poe 
Feb. 17 Bob Elliott 
Feb. 18 Nancy Franks 
  Abigail Anderson 
Feb. 19 Peg Hopkins 
  Claire Wolanski 
Feb. 22 Jean Gardner 
Feb. 25 Shirley McVeigh 
Feb. 26 Fred Scharmann 
  Ethan Williams 
Feb. 28 John Chapman 

Feb. 1   Bill & Regenia Comerford 
Feb. 14   Sonny & Carol Schubert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Donations:  In an effort to reach more people and in 
order to be more accessible online, we are now accepting 
donations through our website!  Go to www.fccalive.org and 
scroll to the very bottom to see the different funds to which 
you can donate!  As always, thank you for your support! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Homebound Members 

1/23/15 
Billie Bier 

440-327-9365 

32400 Center Ridge 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Birthday:  September 18 

Charlotte King 

35900 Westminister Ave. 

#113 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Birthday:  July 10 
  

Mary Jane Dreger 

440-748-2648 

9340 Island Rd. 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Birthday:  March 6 

Betty Noland 

440-930-6737 

500 Community Dr. #408 

Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Birthday:  September 14 
  

Jean Gilder 

440-327-4492 

36303 Behm Dr. 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Birthday:  June 1 

Tom Packard 

440-235-2303 

30621 Iris Court 

N. Olmsted, OH 44070 

Birthday:  November 17 
  

Peg Hopkins 

440-327-6215 

6110 Wallace Blvd. 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Birthday:  February 19 

Eleanor Wood 

440-934-6961 

Avon Oaks Suite 18 

37800 French Creek Rd. 

Avon, OH 44011 

Birthday:  June 23 
  

Betty Jackson 

440-327-3670 

35900 Westminister Ave. 

#117 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Birthday:  April 5 

Alex Woravka 

440-309-1139 

Lifecare Center of Elyria 

1212 S. Abbe Rd. #205 

Elyria, OH 44035 

Birthday:  October 22 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Choir practice after svc. 
 

2  
 
 
 
Cub Scouts committee 
mtg. 6:30 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

3  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 

5  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

6  
 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

8  
Choir practice after svc. 

February birthdays 
celebration 

9  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

10  
Safe Sanctuary 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

12  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

13  
 

14  

 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

15  
Communion 

Choir practice after svc. 

Mardi Gras pancake 
dinner 5 pm 

Sr. High youth to Maltz 
Museum 

16  
OFFICE CLOSED 
Newsletter articles 
due 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

18  
Ash Wednesday 
Soup & Bread Supper  
6 pm; Service 7 pm 

 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 

19  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon anniversary 
(tentative) 

20  
 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

22  
First Sunday in Lent 

Choir practice after svc. 
 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

24  
Safe Sanctuary 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

25  
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

27  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 
prep, 6-7 serve, 7-? 
clean up 

28  
Community Care Soup 
for the Spirit 6-11 pm @ 
Tom’s Country Place 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

 


