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From the Pastor’s Pen  
Could it be?  Could it actually be SPRING?!  It is amazing how warm 

temperatures can brighten our mood and lift our spirits.  After a particularly 
harsh past couple of months, winter has finally started to fade as we see 
new life break forth into our world.  It is a time of joy and celebration as the 
cycle of life continues on, for another year.  
 It is also a time of new life for our congregation as well!  This month 
we celebrate Easter and the Resurrection of our Lord.  We give thanks that 
life is more powerful than death and that God’s love transcends the grave. 
Following Easter we have a few things to look forward to as a congregation. 
First and foremost, on April 12, the Sunday immediately following Easter, we 
will be holding a congregational meeting following our worship service.  This 
will be the time when we vote to enact our Safe Church Policy that has been 
drafted and submitted after months of careful discernment, research, and 
work.  This policy will be put in place to ensure that all people who use our 
facilities are able to do so safely.  This policy is important for our 
congregation so I encourage everyone to read the policy when they can. 
Copies of the policy can be emailed to you from the church, or you can pick 
up a paper copy at the church office. If you have any questions about this 
process or the policy, don’t hesitate to let me know.  
 Once the congregational meeting is over, on April 26 we will be taking 
pictures for our new pictorial church directory!  We will have sign-up 
sheets posted in church in the coming weeks, with 10 minute time slots 
available before and after worship.  If for whatever reason you are unable to 
join us on that Sunday, don’t fret!  We will have a make-up opportunity the 
following Sunday (May 3) for those who still need to have pictures taken.  If 
neither of those two dates works for you, just let me know and we can find a 
time to get your picture taken for the new church directory.  
 Lots of exciting things are coming soon for our congregation!  As the 
weather gets warmer, let us be intentional about finding ways to grow as a 
community of faith.  Let us strive to keep reaching out to those around us in 
our lives, so that they might know that our church is a community that will 
love them and support them, no matter what they are going through.  
 Thanks be to God for our church family!  Thanks be to God for our 
loving community!  Thanks be to God for Spring! 
       Blessings and Peace,  
       Pastor Arik
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Palm Sunday Service, 10 am - a wonderful 
service full of celebration concluding with the 
stripping of the altar to set the stage and prepare us 
for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm - a service of 
communion as we listen to the story of Christ's 
passion, crucifixion, and death 
Good Friday Community Cross Walk, 5:30 pm - 
we will walk from the gazebo in South Central Park 
carrying a cross, serving as a reminder to us that we 
are called to follow Christ to the very end 
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service, 7:30 am  
Easter Breakfast following Sunrise Service 
Easter Service, 10 am - a time of joy and 
celebration as we celebrate that life and love are far 
more powerful than death 

 

 

Moderator’s Moment 
Spring – a magical word especially after 

such a long, cold, snowy winter.  If winter 
seems long to those of us who can be out, think 
about those who cannot be out.  A phone call or 
card would be appreciated by any of our shut-in 
members.  If you need any of their addresses, 
please contact the church office. 
 Too often those who have worked long 
and hard feel forgotten because they can no 
longer be active.  Even as they can no longer 
question finances, bake pies, make crafts, chair 
dinners or attend events, they are the past 
pillars of the church.  You are urged to 
remember them. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As I write this a group of youth and 

adults just returned from a trip to the Maltz 
Museum to learn about the Holocaust and Nazi 
Propaganda.  It was a powerful exhibit with lots 
of rich discussion about where we see people 

being subjected to similar atrocities today.  Our 
last trip to the Maltz Museum will be April 19.  
We will be learning about the common threads 
between Christianity and Judaism.  Special 
thanks to Christian Education for the funds to 
make these experiences possible. 

On Palm Sunday the children are making 
“Resurrection Gardens” and having an Easter 
egg hunt during Sunday School.  On Easter 
Sunday, there is NO Sunday School and children 
will be worshipping with their families.  Our 
“Keeper of the Alleluias,” Claire Wolanski, will be 
returning the Alleluias to church during worship. 
Packets will be available for students to have 
during worship.  Also, we ask that the children 
not use the prayer request forms in the pews for 
drawing/writing.  There is always paper in their 
packets each Sunday specifically for that use.  
The prayer request forms are preprinted at a 
cost and many Sundays 10-20 of them are used 
by our children for drawing. 

We will be honoring our high school and 
college graduates on June 7. If you have a son 
or daughter graduating this year, please let me 
know so I can get an invite and information 
sheet out to them.  I do not want to leave 
anyone out as these are major accomplishments 
in their lives. 

On Sunday, May 3 Christian Education 
will be sponsoring a pancake breakfast during 
coffee hour.  Funds raised from this event will 
support the women’s retreat in November.  The 
retreat is tentatively scheduled for November 6-
8 at Punderson State Park.  More information 
will be in next month’s Messenger. 

Finally, join us on April 26 for our 
rescheduled Literacy Night.  This is an 
intergenerational event that I encourage 
everyone to attend.  Ideas for supporting 
reading at home will be discussed as well as 
what First Congregational UCC is planning to do 
to support reading in our community.  Plan on 
attending this fun evening from 6-7:30 pm.  
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
March was the annual plea for donations 

to One Great Hour of Sharing.  We want to 
thank all who contributed to this very important 



mission.  When a disaster hits anywhere in the 
world, know that your donations are already 
helping those people. 

We voted to give $100 to Lorain County 
Free Clinic (LCFC).  Many people struggle with 
the tough choice of paying utilities, buying 
groceries, warm clothing, and even rationing 
medications.  For many here in Lorain and Erie 
Counties access to affordable and accessible 
medical care is extremely difficult.  All LCFC 
medical personnel are volunteers and provide 
quality and compassionate care. If you want 
more information go to www.lcfreeclinic.org. 
We also voted to give $50 to World Vision to 
help bring clean water to people in poor 
countries. 

The Hospitality with a Heart community 
outreach meals program needs your financial 
support to keep this outreach project ongoing. 
Mark “Hospitality Meals” on the envelope found 
in the pews.  This month the menu will be soft 

taco with lettuce, cheese and 
sour cream, rice and corn with 
dessert.  Please come join us at 
6:00 on April 24.  We always 
need people to help clean up 

after the meal.  If you can’t be there at 6:00, 
come at 6:30 and help wash dishes and pots 
and pans.  It’s always good to have you there to 
meet and talk to our guests. 

Please remember Genesis House by 
bringing in items on the following list: 

� Diapers 
� Baby lotions, shampoos, etc. 
� Personal items such as toilet paper, full 

sized shampoos, soap, lotions and 
feminine products. 

� Cleaning products: Clorox wipes, paper 
towels, etc.  

Place items in box located across from the 
nursery. 

Don’t forget that May 2 is our rummage 
sale.  We will be giving more information in the 
weekly bulletins.  Save your discards. The 
money made will go to help pay for the end of 
month meals.  We will also be needing help for 
that day.  

We thank you GOD for the capacity and 
privilege of giving. 

Trustees’ Turn – Chris Frederick 
Spring is finally here; and with it, the 

promise of new growth and new beginnings.  As 
we embark on a new season, I cannot help but 
notice the parallels between our Church and the 
first green stems poking through the soil.   Not 
only do we have a new, vibrant Pastor, it is also 
great to see so many children in the sanctuary 
each Sunday.  It is the sign of a growing church 
with great promise and energy. 

As part of that new energy, the Church 
has adopted the Safe Church Policy and the 
Trustees have commissioned Joe Pesch’s son to 
install windows in all classroom doors, as well as 
Pastor Arik’s office and the Winckle’s Room.  He 
really did a great job.  This was a very important 
step in assuring the safety of not only our 
children, but that of any visitors and renters as 
well. 

Pete Veliconia and I are going to begin a 
campaign of sorts to “sell” the church to 
potential renters in hopes of filling the void left 
as Jazzercise has left the building.  Between our 
combined contacts and the Safe Church Policy, 
we feel that we have an excellent chance of 
finding some great programs interested in 
renting space and giving us the chance to 
recoup the lost income. 

Additionally, the register covers from 
Fellowship Hall should come ready shortly.  Bob 
Franks has been monitoring the process of 
having them sandblasted and subsequently 
repainted.  This will both improve the aesthetics 
as well as working hand-in-hand with the Safe 
Church Policy to ensure that First 
Congregational Church has a lot to offer a 
potential renter. 

I am looking forward to beginning a new 
season of growth and prosperity with our 
Church family.  Have fun, be safe and don’t 
forget to take time to smell the new flowers!  
 

Women’s Book Club 
 Since the inception of the Women’s Book 
Club in 2006, over 100 books have been read 
and discussed!  Thanks to Carol Scharmann for 
keeping track over the years!  We will be 
discussing Yellow Crocus by Laila Ibrahim at the 



April 20th book club gathering.  At the May 18th 
gathering we will be discussing Keeping Time by 
Stacey McGlynn, and at the June 15th gathering 
we will be discussing The Dead Key Paperback 
by D.M. Pulley.  All book club gatherings are at 
the church at 7 p.m.  Join us! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Swiss Steak Dinner Recap 
 The 18th Swiss Steak Dinner was a 
wonderful time of fun, fellowship and great 
food!  Over 300 tickets were sold for this fund 
raising event.  A few new ways of doing things 
were tried this year, and seem to have worked 
out.  (You never know until you try!)  Thank you 
to Diana Goode and Regenia Comerford for 
chairing the event.  Special thanks to the 
Comerfords and Yosts who donated the meat for 
the dinner.  This helps keep down the expense 
of the dinner immensely.  Thanks to everyone 
who bought, donated, worked, and supported in 
any way.  As always, we couldn’t have done it 
without you!! 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
3/29 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 
4/5 Andrew & Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 

4/12 Ric Sasse, Megan & Krista O’Neill 
4/19 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 
4/26 Joe Pesch, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
5/3 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  

please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
3/29 Arden Dlugosz 
4/5 Brian Frederick 
4/12 Eli Kyser 
4/19 Claire Wolanski 
4/26 Rhys Kyser 
5/3 Arden Dlugosz 
5/10 Abigail Packard 
5/17 Abby Anderson 
5/24 Cady Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 
 
 
4/ 1 Krista O’Neill 
4/ 2 Bob Schmittgen 
4/ 4 Tim O’Neill 
4/ 5 Betty Jackson 
4/ 8 Paula Dudek 
4/ 14 Dave Poe 
4/ 15 Heather Smith 
4/15 Catherine Craigs 
4/ 16 John Petroff 
4/ 19 Kyle Nestelle 
4/ 23 Brian Zinsmeister 
4/ 25 Vaughn Dee Repenning 
4/ 30 Dolores Pesch 
4/30 June Yost 

  4/3 Ric & Sallie Sasse 
  4/15 Andy & Shirley Sunyak 
  4/20 Ray & Judy Angeline 
  4/25 Dave & Mary Ireland 
  4/25 Bob & Linda Matis 
  4/28 Jim & June Yost 
 
 

To our church family, 
     Your kindness made all the difference. 
Thank you all for the beautiful prayer 
shawl and all the kind thoughts and 
prayers that were in the pockets.  Tom 
told Pastor Arik that he used up his box 
of tissues while he was reading them.  
We could both feel the love as we read 
each one. 
     We are blessed to have such a 
wonderful church family and we miss all 
of you. 

Love, hugs and kisses to all, 
Tom and Vonnie 



 

 

 

Kathleen Noland, 56, of Lorain, passed away 
Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at New Life Hospice in 
Lorain. She was born in Elyria and had been a 
resident of Lorain County her entire life.  She was a 
member of First Congregational United Church of 
Christ in North Ridgeville. Kathy enjoyed going to 
garage sales, fishing and taking care of others. 
Survivors include her mother, Elizabeth Noland; 
brothers, Thomas Noland of Ontario, Canada, Robert 
(Ruth) Noland of Chardon, James (Renee Tandoo) 
Noland of Elyria and; nephews, Cody, Eric and 
Patrick; and her special friend, Charles Gregory of 
Lorain.  She was preceded in death by her father, 
Robert L. Noland; sister-in-law, Katherine Noland; 
grandparents, Andrew and Emma Maines and Collin 
and Ida Noland.  A Graveside Service was held on , 
March 20, 2015 at Resthaven Memory Gardens in 
Avon. In lieu of flower, the family requests that 
donations be made to the Alzheimer’s Assoc. 
Cleveland Area Chapter, P.O. Box 74924, Cleveland, 
OH 44194-4924. 
 

Volunteers Needed!! 
Every two years, General Synod brings together 
thousands of faithful members of the United 
Church of Christ for formal church witness, 
inspirational worship, and fellowship with friends 
(new and old).  In June 2015, thousands from 
across the country (and abroad) will gather for 
General Synod 30 in Cleveland, Ohio — the 
birthplace of the United Church of Christ.  
Together, we will discern resolutions of witness, 
church structure, and function.  We will stand up 
for issues that demand a faithful witness.  And 
we will join together in worship each day to lift 
up the Stillspeaking God.  At General Synod 30, 
we will explore some of the "Unexpected Places" 
where we hear God’s voice, encounter the Spirit, 
and find the United Church of Christ lifting up its 
witness in the world. 
 We are asking you to consider being 
one of the 450 volunteers needed for this 

important event in the life of our church.  
Volunteer opportunities include: 

� Greeting & directing guests 
� Ushering for worship services 
� Helping with childcare & kid’s field trips 
� Baking & serving cookies 

Can’t be on your feet for long 

periods of time so you think you can’t 

volunteer?  Check out the “welcoming” or 
“office” volunteer opportunities in the brochure 
at the end of this newsletter.  I’m told these 
should be ok for anyone who has limitations. 

The registration fee for volunteers is $60 
but First Congregational UCC has decided 
to pay half of that fee to make volunteering at 
General Synod more agreeable.  We realize that 
asking people to “pay” to volunteer may sound 
unreasonable, but it is a wonderful way to 
support the United Church of Christ in its 
endeavor to bring all of us together as one in 
faith, service, fellowship and prayer.  We all 
represent the Ohio Conference in hosting 
General Synod.  Please take this opportunity to 
extend an extravagant welcome to so many 
guests this June!  

If you have any questions about General 
Synod, please feel free to ask Pastor Arik or 
Mary Karlovec as they have both attended in the 
past. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rummage Sale May 2 

Spring has finally arrived so when you are doing 

your spring cleaning at your home, please think of 

the church before throwing away or donating any 

items you would like to get rid of.  The Outreach 

Committee is holding a church rummage sale on 

May 2 and would appreciate donations of your 

gently used items.  Proceeds will go towards 

financing the monthly community outreach 

meals.  Please make sure all items are clean and 

in working order.  We don’t want things that 

should go into the garbage.  This will be a one-day 

sale and many volunteers will be needed so we 

hope we can count on you to help out!!   



Taking Care of Your Weight: Part 1 - From the Parish Nurses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

2  
Maundy Thursday 
service 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

3         
OFFICE CLOSED 
Good Friday 
Cross Walk 5:30 @  
South Central  
Park gazebo 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

5  

Easter 

Sunrise svc.  

7:30 am 

Easter breakfast 

Regular service 10 am 

 

6  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
Cub Scouts committee 
meeting 6:30 pm 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

7  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

10  
 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

12  

Outreach 9 am 

April birthdays’ 
celebration 

Congregational Mtg. 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

17  
 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

19  

Communion 

Maltz Museum depart 
10:15 am 

20  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

24  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean up 
 

25  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

26  

Pictorial directory 
photos 

Literacy Night 6-7:30 pm 

 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

29  
 

30  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

 

 


