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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 May is finally here, and with it comes new life for our world!  The sun 
is shining, the birds are chirping, and winter has finally left us in peace! 
However, as we enter this exciting month together, let us take some time to 
look at all the exciting things that have happened in our congregation this 
past month!  
 Early last month we celebrated Holy Week together which culminated 
with our two worship services on Easter Sunday morning.  It was a time for 
joy as we celebrated that love and life are more powerful than death!  It was 
a wonderful service and it was great to see so many of you present for that 
special morning.  
 This past month we also voted to approve our Safe Church policy, 
which is now officially in place for our congregation.  This policy has been a 
long time in the making and I want to thank all of the Safe Church 
committee members for their hard work in bringing this policy to fruition.  A 
copy of the full policy can be found on our website or you can ask our office 
for a paper copy if needed.  
 In April we also hired our new Music Director and Organist, Ron 
Gibson!  There is no doubt that Ron’s talents will add to our worship services 
and we are looking forward to this new relationship together!  
 At the end of this past month we also started the process of updating 
our pictorial directory for the church.  Photos have started to be taken and 
will soon be compiled together for a photo directory; so if you were unable 
to get your picture taken and would like to be included in the directory, 
please let us know!  As we are getting more and more new faces coming to 
worship with us on Sunday mornings, a photo directory will help all of us 
learn people’s faces and names. 
 It has been quite the month for First Congregational UCC!  It certainly 
has been a busy time for our congregation!  However, as we look forward to 
the month of May, I invite each one of us to remember the Easter story. 
Even though Easter morning happened early last month, let us consider that 
the Easter message doesn’t end on Easter morning.  The good news of the 
resurrection doesn’t happen once a year, but rather is a gift that we have 
been given every day of our lives!  
 As we enter into this new month together, let us strive to remember 
the Easter message.  Let us remember the promise of love and life we have 
been given, and let us continue to reach out and support one another, giving 
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those around us our strength and support.  We 
truly are an “Easter People!”  So this month let 
us push ourselves to live the Easter message. 
Let each one of us strive to live our lives in such 
a way that every day is Easter morning.  

 Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik  

 
https://therevjs.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/easter-people.jpg 

 
 
New Members:  Thinking about becoming a 
member of First Congregational UCC North 
Ridgeville?  Speak with Pastor Arik or e-mail him 
at Rev.Borstad@gmail.com if you are interested 
in becoming a member of our church family. 
 

Moderator’s Moment 
 As the spring flowers bloom, let’s keep 
our church blooming also.  Each week more and 
more young families are coming with children 
for church school and adults to serve on boards 
and committees.  Our church is healthy! 
 We welcome our new music director and 
encourage anyone interested to join the choir on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. to sing. 
 It has been years since we have had the 
opportunity to serve at General Synod.  The 
worship service on June 28 will be inspiring and 
we encourage all who can to attend. 
 Remember our shut-ins with a phone call 
or a cheery note.  They need our time and 
attention. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
It is so exciting to see beautiful blue 

skies, warm sunshine and no snow!  Winter was 
frustrating with so many changes we had to 
make to programming so hopefully it will be 
smooth sailing ahead for all of the events 
already on the calendar for the upcoming 
months!  Get ready to mark your calendar: 

• Sunday, May 3 - CE will host a free-will 
offering pancake breakfast during coffee hour. 
Plan on staying and enjoying pancakes and 
sausage.  Proceeds will benefit the women’s 
retreat and the general fund. 
• Sunday, June 7 - We will be honoring 
our high school and college graduates during 
worship and coffee hour.  PLEASE let me know if 
you have a graduate that has not received a 
letter by May 10.  I want to make sure we honor 
them in the June Messenger! 
• Saturday, June 13 - Parents Night 
Out!  The Board of CE will offer FREE 
babysitting at the church from 3-8 pm so our 
parents with children can have some free time 
for themselves.  We will provide dinner, games, 
crafts and a movie. Sign up in Fellowship Hall by 
June 7 so we have a count of how many to plan 
for! 
• July 19-21 - Vacation Bible School from 
6-8:30 pm.  More information in the June 
Messenger.  Please consider volunteering to 
help!  This is an intergenerational event open to 
anyone in the community. 

I am looking for volunteers to staff the 
SUMMER Sunday School room that will be for 
children preschool through 2nd grade.  Two 

adults will be needed each Sunday.  I will have 
the lesson ready for you.  All you need to do is 
be at church at 9:30 to go over the lesson. 
Please sign up outside my office.  I need help as 
I cannot cover this room every Sunday.  

Finally, THANK YOU to EVERYONE for 
your FRIENDSHIP, LOVE AND SUPPORT over the 
last few weeks.  My family is so appreciative and 
grateful for all you did to make my brother’s 
final wish to be buried from his “home” church a 
reality.  I cannot begin to tell you how many 
family members and friends commented on our 
wonderful church family!   Special thanks to 
Pastor Arik and Linda who went above and 
beyond, and the women who prepared 
and served the meal!   

 

Deacons’ Desk – Lynne Petroff 
Christ has risen!  Spring has sprung!  

There’s an air of renewed life in our church!  
Breathe deeply, relax, and take it all in.   



It was wonderful to see such a full church 
and many new faces on Easter Sunday.   For the 
Deacons, it sometimes seems that things get 
crazy at Christmastime and then Ash 
Wednesday, Lent, and Easter week are right 
behind.  So this is when we get a chance to take 
a breath, reflect on the past, and most 
importantly, plan for the future.   It’s been 
refreshing to work with Pastor Arik and hear his 
thoughts and plans for the church.  I’m looking 
forward to being a part of this church family as 
it grows and transforms into a vibrant, living 
church again.  Be thankful for all that we have 
and look forward to all that we will be and do! 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Chris Frederick 
Our third grader came home from school 

last week with a new book in hand.  As we were 
reading along, a word came up that surprised 
us.  Not only did it surprise us because it was 
there, but also because our son already knew it 
by definition and neither myself nor my wife 
were familiar with it.  The word was 
“vicissitude”, a noun meaning a change of 
circumstances or fortune, typically one that is 
unwelcome or unpleasant.   

This got me thinking in several directions.  
First, I naturally gravitated towards my own 
vicissitudes lately and how being laid off 
indefinitely has affected the many avenues in 
my life both personally and professionally, as 
being unemployed can have a profound effect 
on one’s entire being.    

As I pondered the uncanny timing of this 
word emerging from my nine year old’s mouth, 
along came Pastor Arik’s sermon on April 26 
wherein he translated Psalm 23.  I’m not certain 
at what point it hit me but I realized during that 
sermon that I am not alone out here.  Most of 
us have, at some point, encountered our own 
vicissitudes that have altered the course that we 
are on.  It was at this point that I realized 
getting out of myself and finding a constructive 
way to help others could be the very stability 
that I was lacking.  My work with the Trustees is 
just beginning but I am already finding comfort 
in helping my Church family more than I was 
able to before. 

My point in all of this is not to preach, 
that is not my job.  My point is to share with all 
of you that if you are feeling down about things 
in your life right now or if various “vicissitudes” 
have disrupted your pathway 
through life, don’t be afraid 
to listen to the message on 
Sunday. Don’t be afraid to 
lean on your Church family 
for a boost.  It may not 
change all of your 
circumstances, but it will change the way that 
you view them, and that will improve the quality 
of your living. 

Be well friends, and remember—“Out of 
the mouths of babes, oft times come gems”. 
 

Women’s Book Club 
 At the May 18th gathering we will be 
discussing Keeping Time by Stacey McGlynn, 
and at the June 15th gathering we will be 
discussing The Dead Key Paperback by D.M. 
Pulley.  All book club gatherings are at the 
church at 7 p.m.  Join us! 

Ushers & Greeters 
5/3 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 

5/10 Bob Franks, Chris Frederick, Marge Baker 
5/17 Tim & Tess Anderson, 
5/24 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 
5/31 Millie Gilly, Bill & Charis Meehan 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

Acolytes 
5/3 Abigail Packard 
5/10 Claire Wolanski 
5/17 Rhys Kyser 
5/24 Arden Dlugosz 
5/31 Abby Anderson 
6/7 Abigail Packard 
6/14 Cady Kyser 
6/21 Brian Frederick 
6/28 Eli Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5/1 Shirley Sunyak 
5/5 Megan O’Neill 
5/9 Maynard Ickes 
5/13 Chris Dlugosz 
5/14 Greg Dudek 
5/15 Kate Harrold 
5/15 Regenia Comerford 
5/15 Gary Hannold 
5/21 Bob Olesen 
5/30 Sue Mays 
5/31 Sallie Sasse 

  5/3 Cliff & Anne Schreiber 
  5/15 Jack & Betty Fitts 
  5/16 Jean Stuart & Larry Gulliam 
  5/29 Dave & Peggy Poe 
 
 

 
You are invited to the following event: 

LORAIN COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
2015 WOMEN BUILD EVENT 

 

Friday, May 8, 2015 at 9:00 AM 
and 

Sunday, May 10, 2015 at 3:00 PM  
Construction Site 
343 Warden Ave 
Elyria, OH 44035 

 

Lorain County Habitat for Humanity is once 
again raising the walls for our new homes at our 
annual Women Build Event.  This year’s Women 
Build will be held on Friday, May 8 and 
Saturday, May 9 from 9 AM to 3 PM.  Volunteers 
can attend either day for $25 per person.  This 
event is not exclusive to women, but is held to 
empower women across the country to learn 
new skills and band together to tackle poverty 
housing. Lunch will be provided both days of the 
event.  Women Build t-shirts are free to all 
participants who attend and complete the Lowes 
training on Tuesday, May 5 from 6-8 PM.  Feel 
free to call us for more information at 440-322-
2355.  
http://www.loraincountyhabitat.org/volunteer/w
omen-build/ 

Dining to Donate 

Applebee’s Fundraiser 
Thursday, May 14 

11 am – 9 pm 

Applebee’s Avon Commons 

 

To fund bus rental to General Synod 

worship service 

 

Give the flyer to your server and 

Applebee’s will donate 15% of your bill 

to  

First Congregational UCC 

 

Tell your friends! 

Tell your family! 

Tell your co-workers! 

Tell your neighbors! 

Give your child’s teacher a gift card 

to Applebee’s in appreciation for their 

hard work this year! 

OFFICE COVERAGE NEEDED 

Office coverage is needed 

during the week of May 18-22.  

Please call or email Linda  

if you can help out. 

No experience necessary!!! 



 
 

Civic Chorale 
Collegiate Chorale 
LCCC Vocal Jazz Singers 
 

Nancy Davis, Conductor 

Ticket information 
Stocker Center Box Office: 440-366-4040 
Tickets available online: 
www.stockerartscenter.com 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Rummage Sale set up 
10 am 

2  
Rummage Sale  
9 am – 3 pm 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

3  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
CE pancake breakfast 

4  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

5  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

6  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

7  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

8  
 

9  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

10  
Mother’s Day 
May birthdays 
celebration & Mother’s 
Day brunch at coffee 
hour  

11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

13  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

14  
Dining to Donate 
Applebee’s fundraiser 
11 am – 9 pm 
Avon Commons 
Applebee’s 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

15  
 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

17  
Communion 
 

18  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

20  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
 
 
Brownies 6 pm 

21  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

22  
 

23  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

24  
Pentecost 
 

25  
Memorial Day 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

AA Women 7:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

27  
Pastor Arik out of 

office 
Choir practice 7 pm 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

29  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean up 

 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

31  
 
 
 
 

 


