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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Arik 
June has arrived, and somehow we find ourselves already halfway 

through 2015!  I’m not sure how the first part of this year vanished so 
quickly, but I am certainly happy that the summer weather has finally arrived 
in our world.  
 Growing up, summer was always a time for exploration and 
excitement.  As a child the moment that school was out for the summer I felt 
like the entire world was my playground and limitless possibilities waited 
before me.  Would I go play basketball with my friends today?  Or would we 
go down to the river and go hunting for frogs?  Would we go to the arcade?  
Or would we spend an afternoon jumping on my friend’s trampoline?  The 
possibilities were endless, as each day gave us an opportunity to try 
something new and thrilling. 
 In the same way, when I look at our congregation’s future, I find 
myself as excited and thrilled as I was when I was a young boy at the start 
of summer.  Summer is not only the perfect time to try new things as a child 
but it is the perfect time to explore new programs and activities in the life of 
our church as well.  Leading up to Pentecost last month we talked a lot 
about the importance of spiritual gifts and how we can use our individual 
gifts and the gifts of our congregation to help our community.  We talked 
about potentially implementing new programs to help revitalize the church 
and bring some excitement to the congregation during the week.  

Many of you have suggested some great ideas for programs you 
would like to see offered at the church, and soon we will start to go through 
the suggestions and see what sort of initiatives we can try to 
put in place.  The difficulty, however, is that it is quite easy to 
write a suggestion down for what you would like to see 
implemented here but finding people and volunteers to show 
up and make it happen can be quite a different story. This 
process may take some time so keep the ideas for new 
programs and initiatives coming!  

Additionally, as we look ahead to the excitement of the 
new possibilities that summer brings, some of you may have noticed that we 
have started a First Congregational UCC Facebook page for our church.  This 
page is used to post important updates with what is going on in the life of 
our community, and it is also used to promote our congregation to various 
people nearby.  It is a small first step toward advertising our congregation 
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online, so if you are a Facebook user make sure 
to like our page to stay up to date with what is 
going on in the life of our church.  

As we enjoy the summer weather this 
year, it is my hope that you are filled with the 
same sense of excitement and opportunity that 
you experienced when you were a little child.  I 
pray that every day fills you with wonder and 
anticipation, as the world’s endless possibilities 
rest before your feet… and I hope that you will 
feel that same sense of excitement for our 
church as well.  Let us continue to push 
ourselves to see what we can do to help our 
congregation, and let us commit ourselves to be 
a congregation that will truly change our world.  

Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik  

 
 

New Members:  Thinking about becoming a 
member of First Congregational UCC North 
Ridgeville?  Speak with Pastor Arik or e-mail him 
at Rev.Borstad@gmail.com if you are interested 
in becoming a member of our church family. 
 

Moderator’s Moment 
 I hope everyone was available to sing 
“Happy Birthday” to the church on Pentecost 
Sunday.  We had many red balloons and red 
and white flowers as decorations for the party. 
 We also had many lovely pink flowers 
throughout the church from the memorial 
service for Eleanor Wood.  Eleanor was a long-
time church member and she and her husband 
Jim raised their children in the church school 
and youth group.  Eleanor will be greatly 
missed.   

On June 6 at 2 p.m. we will celebrate the 
life of another church member, Vivian Ickes, 
who passed away December 13.  Vivian and her 
husband Maynard would often call on fellow 
church members, bringing them their famous 
pickled beets. 
 We are grateful for the ministry of these 
two wonderful women on behalf of First 
Congregational UCC North Ridgeville. 
 Please remember our shut-ins with a 
phone call or card.  It will truly brighten their 
day. 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
It is hard to believe that June is here and 

summer is upon us.  However, that does not 
mean vacation time for the Board of Christian 
Education.  Many things are happening this 
summer… 
� On Sunday, June 7 we will be honoring our 

graduates during worship and celebrating 
with many of them at coffee hour. (See 
related article about the MANY graduates we 
have this year!)   
� The following Saturday, June 13 we are 

sponsoring a Parents’ Night Out from 3-8 
p.m.  We will oversee activities and provide 
dinner for your children while you have some 
free time.  We ask that you register by June 7 
for this event so we know how many to plan 
for. 
� On Father’s Day we will have a Sundae Bar 

during coffee hour to honor our fathers.  
Come have dessert first then fix him the 
yummy meal! 
� VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be Sunday, 

July 19-21 from 5:30-8:00 p.m.  We will be 
exploring “Power Lab” with many science 
activities and experiments.  
Come join the fun.  This is an 
intergenerational event for the 
entire family.  We will start 
with dinner at 5:30 and 
activities will end at 8:00.  
Children must be between the ages of 3 and 
12 to participate in VBS.  Younger children 
will be in childcare and those over 12 are 
more than welcome to be helpers.  I am in 
need of someone to oversee the games 
station, the puppet theater and the Bible 
Exploration station.  If you are willing to help, 
please see me.  Registration forms are 
available outside my office and on the church 
website.  Registration is open to church 
members and members of the community.  
� June 7 is all-church Sunday and everyone will 

be in church.  On Sunday, June 14 our 
summer schedule begins.  Sunday School will 
be available for those children age 3 through 
the completion of second grade.  Older 
children will remain in church for the entire 
service.  Packets will be available for them.  
We are in need of adults willing to 
oversee these Sundays.  Lessons will be 



prepared and you can get the packets in 
advance so you are prepared.  A youth or 
other adult will be available for support if the 
class is more than seven children.  PLEASE 
volunteer for a Sunday or two this 

summer! A sign-up sheet is outside the 
Christian Education office! 

 

 
A huge thank you to Jenny Anderson, Sandy 
Chalkwater, Nancy Franks, Heather Smith and 
Paul Wolanski for all of you support and hard 
work teaching our children and youth this year 
in Sunday School.  Hearing the call to use your 
time and talents are a blessing to our church.  
Thank you!  

 
Congratulations to Our Graduates ! 

 
Graduating from High School: 
Skylar Frederick is graduating from Amherst 
High/JVS and will continue on at LCCC for a 
degree to become a commercial electrician. 
Tommy Malinich is graduating from Lorain 
County JVS and hopes to continue at Ohio State 
ATI.  He wants to be able to open his own 
business someday. 
Megan O’Neill is graduating from North 
Ridgeville High School and will continue her 
education at Kent State, pursuing a degree in 
International Relations. 
Andrew Veliconia is graduating from Elyria 
High School and will continue at LCCC to major 
in Computer and Digital Forensics. 

Graduating from College: 
Rebecca Angeline is graduating on June 14 
from Baker College in Michigan with a Bachelor’s 
of Computer Science in Digital Media Design.  
She is currently job hunting! 
Steven Matis graduated from Ashland 
University with a Bachelor of Arts/Music with a 
minor in Psychology.  He is currently pursuing a 
degree in Music Therapy at Cleveland State 
University.  

Tim O’Neill graduated from Hiram College with 
a degree in Computational Neuroscience. He is 
job and/or grad school hunting! 
Ashley Schoonover graduated from Notre 
Dame of Ohio with a degree in History/Pre-Law.  
She is considering continuing her studies at 
Marshall Law, Cleveland State or Akron 
University. 

Graduate School Graduates 
Nema Saleem-Mohammed graduated with a 
Master's Degree in Art Therapy and Counseling 
from Ursuline College. 
Brian Zinsmeister graduated with a Masters of 
Education from Northern Arizona University and 
is currently working as an academic advisor at 
the university. 

Doctoral Degree Graduate 
Craig Schutz (fiancé of Brenda Do) graduated 
from the University of Findlay with a Doctorate 
of Pharmacy and is working at a nuclear 
pharmacy. 

 
Our High School Graduates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skylar, Andrew, Megan Tommy 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Diana Goode 
On occasion I have taken time out of the 

hustle and bustle of my everyday life to visit or 
call one of our homebound members.  Each time 
I hope that I make their day a little brighter yet 
as I walk towards my car afterwards or hang up 
the phone I realize how I am uplifted and how 
much brighter my day is.  Many of our 
homebound members miss being with us in 
church and miss the conversation.  They are 
overjoyed at the direction their church is 
heading and the growth that is happening. 



Please help keep them a part of our church 
family by taking time out for these members 
that have given so much to the church in the 
past.  You will benefit as much as you give! 
Achieve the challenge that Pastor Arik put to us 
during his sermon a few weeks back! 

With summer coming, our choir will start 
their vacation.  We would like to have people 
come forward to present special music on a 
Sunday.  Ron, our music director, is willing to 
practice with you and accompany you if needed. 
Please contact Ron or one of the Deacons if you 
are willing or if you have a contact of someone 
who would be willing to perform for a service. 

Thanks to all who participated and those 
that gave of their gifts for the wonderful 
Pentecost Service!  What a joyous day it was! 
Happy Birthday, Church! 

Deacons:  Diana Goode, Keith Schoonover, Kari 
Dlugosz, Bob Olesen, Betty Fitts, Lynne Petroff,  
Bridget Frederick, Liz Wolanski, Vi Elrod 
Junior Deacons:  Megan O’Neill, Andrew Veliconia, 
Tommy Malinich and Skylar Frederick 

 
Homebound Members 

Billie Bier  327-9365 

32400 Center Ridge, N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Pat Chapman  322-2379 

223 Cornell Ave., Elyria, OH 44035 

Mary Jane Dreger 748-2648 

9340 Island Rd., N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Peg Hopkins  327-6215 

6110 Wallace Blvd., N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Betty Jackson  327-3670 

35900 Westminister #117, N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Matt Karlovec  365-0922 

105 Windbrook Ct., Elyria, OH 44035 

Betty Noland  930-6737 

500 Community Dr. #408, Avon Lake, OH 44012 

 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
 A big THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped with last month’s rummage sale.  We 
made $1,077.35 which will help pay for 
Hospitality with a Heart meals.  It is really true 
that “one man’s trash is another man’s 
treasurer”.  Our sale was six hours so I feel we 
did very well!  Many people helped:  Nancy and 
Bob Franks put up signs which helped bring the 
people in; Linda Matis unlocked doors for people 

bringing in items for the sale; many people 
helped with set up and tear down.  If I listed 
everyone who helped, it would take up a whole 
page!  I love my church family!!  The Board of 
Outreach wants to make a rummage sale an 
annual event, with proceeds going to Habitat for 
Humanity next year.  The first Saturday in May 
seemed to be a good day. 
 We gave $400 to Community Care to help 
pay for their summer lunch program for children 
who are no longer getting lunch at school.  We 
are also asking for items to be brought to 
church on Sundays.  Items needed are: 

Peanut butter Fruit cups 

Pudding cups Jelly/jam 

Small boxes of raisins 

We also gave $200 to World Vision who has 
delivered relief supplies to children and families 
affected by the 7.8 magnitude earthquake that 
struck near Nepal, capital city of Kathmandu, on 
April 25.  The massive tremor left thousands 
dead and even more in need of immediate aid.  
Please keep the people of Nepal in your prayers.  
World Vision has the expertise to provide the 
care needed most. 
 A $250 donation was given to Habitat for 
Humanity who is always helping one family at a 
time with a hand up. 
 Thank you to all who brought in items for 
Genesis House.  Many people suffer from abuse 
and Genesis House is a place where they can 
feel safe.  Collection of personal items (full size) 
is ongoing so if you have any you wish to bring 
in, place them in the wooden box across from 
the nursery.  Items needed are: 

Diapers  Baby powder 
Baby lotion Toothpaste 

Bar soap Deodorant 
Shampoo Women’s personal care 

items 

At the May Hospitality with a Heart meal 
we will be serving meatball subs, macaroni 
salad, veggie sticks and strawberry shortcake.  
Come and have a free meal.  We always need 
help, especially with clean up.  The meal is the 
last Friday of every month.  Remember:  when 
you are thinking about other people, you will 
have less time to worry about yourself. 

 
 



Trustees’ Turn – Chris Frederick 
Another month and we’re off to a running 

start!  We have been very busy organizing some 
much needed work to begin at the Church.  As 
many of you may have noticed, we have been 
losing brick on the front face of the building 
while many other spots have become victim to 
water damage and time itself.  We have 
commissioned Steeplejacks of America to handle 
the repair and restoration work to be done on 
the exterior and, as of this writing, they 
are already hard at work. 

Having trouble seeing in the 
dark parking lot after the sun goes 
down?  Not for long!  We have new 
fixtures on their way that promise to 
add some much needed safety and security for 
the grounds after dark.  

Additionally, we were informed on May 26 
that our sign will be removed soon from in front 
of the Church due to the road widening. This 
was a bit quicker than anticipated but I have 
already started the ball rolling with Wagner Sign 
to get some quotes for the replacement.  The 
cost of this new sign was included in the State’s 
payout for the land.  The actual paving project is 
not scheduled to begin for roughly another year 
and we do not want to be without a sign for that 
long - obviously - so in the meantime our roll-
away sign will (regrettably) need to serve as our 
main advertisement for the Church.  Pastor Arik 
and I understand that this is not at all a 
preferred scenario so we are working diligently 
to find a solution that is right for the 
Church.  One idea up for consideration is that of 
a tasteful, elegant electronic sign that would 
offer much versatility and would catch the eye 
far quicker than a standard sign, without looking 
like a marquee or gaudy retail sign.  We have a 
vibrant, growing Church and we want to convey 
that appropriately to the Community and let 
them know that they are welcome with us at 
any time.   Again, just ideas being posed but if 
you pass the church in your travels and see that 
the sign has been removed, know that we are 
all over it. 

Also, the parking lot is in need of 
resealing and we have hired Griffith Paving to 
continue their fine work in repairing and re-
striping the lot this summer.  To date, Griffith  

has done all of the recent work on our lot and 
continues to do a good job for a reasonable 
cost.   

And finally, quotes continue to come 
through for the revitalization and restoration of 
one of our most visible assets--the stained glass 
windows in the sanctuary.  You may have 
noticed that they currently appear dark and 

dingy and nearly opaque from the 
street.  As a vibrant and growing 
fellowship, it is important to let our 
light shine out into the world and one 
way we can do that is by fixing these 
windows. 
It is a busy start to the summer for 

us and I am looking forward to seeing some of 
the details start to come together.  I am always 
available for questions, comments or concerns 
via crfrederick44@gmail.com or by calling 440-
387-7836.  

Have a safe and fun few weeks and be 
well.  Here is this month’s random trivia:  Oscar 
the Grouch used to be orange.  Jim Henson 
decided to make him green before the second 
season of Sesame Street.  How did Oscar 
explain the color change?  He said he went on 
vacation to the very damp Swamp Mushy Muddy 
and turned green overnight.  
 

Women’s Book Club 
 We are going to move our June book club 
gathering from June 15 to July 13 and have 
book club and beverage of choice on Krista 
O’Neill’s patio at 6:30 p.m.  We will be 
discussing The Dead Key by D.M. Pulley.  On 
August 12 we will do our annual picnic with the 
ladies of First Congregational Elyria and will be 
reading The Fault in Our Stars by John 
Green.  More specific information on the picnic 
will be forthcoming. 
 
 

Open house to celebrate 
Megan O'Neill’s graduation  

from North Ridgeville High School 

Saturday June 6 
3:00pm - whenever 

34035 Luanne Drive 
North Ridgeville 

 



Ushers & Greeters 
5/31 Millie Gilly, Dave & Mary Ireland 
6/7 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 

6/14 Andrew & Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 
6/21 Ric Sasse, Megan & Krista O’Neill 
6/28 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
5/31 Abby Anderson 
6/7 Abigail Packard 
6/14 Cady Kyser 
6/21 Brian Frederick 
6/28 Eli Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 
 

 
We would like to thank our wonderful church family for all the 
cards, calls and prayers for Charlotte (King).  How blessed we 
are!!              - Kate Harrold 
 
Our family would like to express our thanks to our church family.  
Tom enjoyed all the cards, visits and messages sent home with 
the girls on Sunday mornings.  Your love, prayers and support 
helped us to get through a most difficult time.  

 - Vonnie and the family of Tom Packard 
 

Thank You to: 

♥Board of Christian Education for the delicious pancake 
breakfast in May 

♥Board of Deacons for the Mother’s Day carnations 

♥Board of Outreach for the Mother’s Day brunch after church 

♥Our church family and friends who supported the Outreach 
rummage sale in May which netted $1,077 to fund our monthly 
Hospitality with a Heart meals 

♥All who shared their special gifts with the church on Pentecost 
Sunday 

♥All who dined at the Applebee’s Dining to Donate fundraiser in 
May (profit was $229.56 for the General Synod worship service 
trip bus rental) 

May God continue to bless all of us as we strive to help others at 
home and in the community. 

 6/1 Jean Gilder 
 6/5 Lynne Petroff 
  Stephanie Matis 
 6/6 Mark Hadaway 
 6/9 Millie Gilly 
 6/10 Steve Esber 
 6/12 Bethany Piovarchy 
 6/15 Liz Wolanski 
 6/16 Barb Zinsmeister 
 6/19 Carol Scharmann 
 6/21 Beth Malinich 
 

  6/2 Dale & Becky Williams 
  6/12 Jeff & Maureen Nestelle 
  6/20 Beth & Tim Malinich 
  6/21 John & Lynne Petroff 
  6/23 Greg & Paula Dudek 
  6/23 Fred & Carol Scharmann 
  6/24 Rich & Jennie Vulcan 
  6/26 Evan & Kate Harrold 
  6/27 John & Bejie Chapman 
  6/27 Roy & Karen Dreger 
 

 
Pentecost Sunday



Taking Care of Your Weight:  Part 2 – From the Pari sh Nurses 
Have a happy and safe summer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

2  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

3  
 

4  
Deacons 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

5  
 

6  
Vivian Ickes Memorial 
Service 2 pm 
Megan O’Neill graduation 
party 3 pm-? @ O’Neill’s 
house 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

7  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
Graduates’ recognition 

 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

12  
 

13  
Parents’ Night Out  
3-8 pm 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

14  
June birthdays’ 
celebration 

 

15  
Casino Bus Trip (?) 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

17  
 

18  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

19  
 

20  
Andrew Veliconia 
graduation party 12-5 pm 
@ church 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

21  
Father’s Day 
Communion 
 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

25 
UCC National ONA 
Gathering 6/25-6/26 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

26  
General Synod 6/26-
6/30 

Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
Wedding rehearsal  
(time ?) 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wedding 1:30 pm 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

28  
Trip to General Synod 
Worship Service 1-7 pm 
 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


