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Pastor’s Pen – Pastor Arik 
Greetings, friends!  If you are reading this in early August, chances 

are that at this very moment, I’m lounging on a sandy beach in Jamaica with 
my beautiful new wife by my side.  We both appreciate all of the prayers and 
support that we have received and consider you all part of our family.  

In my absence, I hope that you were all able to join together in 
worship and enjoy Pastor Kathy’s dynamic and thought-provoking preaching. 
Hearing new voices from the pulpit on Sunday mornings is important, as 
differing perspectives and preaching styles allow us to engage our faith in 
new and unexpected ways.  Besides, if I’m the only one preaching every 
Sunday morning, you’ll get bored of me before too long!  With this in mind, 
it is my hope that following my return from my honeymoon, we will explore 
the importance of lay leadership and occasional lay preaching in our worship 
services.  

Additionally, we are entering an important time in the life of our 
church as we have kicked off our capital campaign in full force.  We have 
been growing as a church over the past year, but money remains tight and 
renovation projects are starting to add up.  During this time we continue to 
strive to be good stewards of our building and our church property.  In order 
to secure our future as a congregation, each one of us will need to commit 
ourselves toward investing in our future.  This is a big undertaking, but every 
dollar helps.  I ask that you take some time in the upcoming weeks and 
consider what you might be able to contribute to this essential capital 
campaign for our church.  

Finally, even though we are still in the midst of summer, I invite us to 
keep our gaze on the horizon as we consider all the possibilities that fall 
might bring.  New programs and initiatives are being examined and 
discussed and new ways to engage the youth of our church are being 
considered on all levels of church leadership.  

Without question the future of First Congregational UCC remains 
bright!  There is so much for us to celebrate as a congregation – for who we 
are, where we have come from, and where God is calling us to grow.  As we 
look at ways that we can give our gifts – our gifts of time, talent, treasure, 
and trust – it is my hope that we can all find ways to contribute to the future 
of the church in some small way.  

I’ll see you soon!                                              Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Arik
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This year’s intergenerational 
Vacation Bible School was a 
huge success.  For 3 nights, 
50 plus people of all ages 
joined together for dinner, 
music, Bible exploration, 
games and crafts.  Our theme 

was “Jesus gives us the power…” and many 
science experiments enhanced this theme.  
Light, water and bubbles were an integral part 
of each night too!  For me, watching the older 
members of our congregation interacting with 
the youngest members was truly heart-warming.  
If you missed it, you missed a lot of fun and 
great memories!  Special thanks to the Christian 
Education Board for all your help and to Pastor 
Arik for overseeing the adult Bible study.  

 

  

 
Join us on Sunday, August 30 after the 

worship service!  Look for more information in 
your mailbox in a couple of weeks! 

 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
August is here and it is time to gear up 

for Fall Sunday School.  Due to the ages of our 
children attending Sunday School, we are going 
to try a different model for fall.  We will start in 
church each Sunday (the first Sunday of the 
month children will remain in the sanctuary for 
the entire service), then gather for a whole 
group experience.  We will be learning about the 
traditions of church, songs and Bible stories that 
go with the lectionary.  This style of Sunday 
School takes a lot of preparation and manpower 
but can be very exciting.  If you would like to 
help as a teacher/leader, please plan on joining 
me on Tuesday, August 11 to learn more about 
it.  We are going to try this type of learning 

environment to try and meet the needs of all of 
our children.  Fall Sunday School will begin on 
September 13. 

On Sunday, August 23 we will be doing 
a “Blessing of the Backpacks.”  Everyone, 
including our college 
students, is encouraged to 
bring their school backpack 
to worship!  We will be 
“blessing” the backpacks 
as we begin a new school 
year!   

I am looking for a free standing canopy 
to use in Sunday School this year.  If you have 
one we can borrow, please let me know!  It has 
to be able to fit in one of our Sunday School 
rooms so it does not need to be a large one! 

Thank you to Paul Wolanski and Kathy 
Pero for doing Summer Sunday School.  I really 
appreciate your help! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
Summer will be winding down soon and 

students will be returning to school.  Outreach is 
sponsoring a back-to-school clothing drive 
during the months of August and September to 
collect new socks and underwear for the youth 
clients of North Ridgeville Community Care.   
Sizes 5 through 18 are needed.  A collection box 
is in the Sunday School wing across from the 
nursery.  

We will be hosting a blood drive with 
Life Share Community Blood Services on 
September 13 from 11 am until 1 pm.  If you 
are able to give blood, please do so with us on 
this day.  Life Share is a community-first charity 
that relies on the goodness of volunteer donors 
to maintain a safe and adequate blood and 
component supply for patient healthcare across 
Northeast Ohio.  

Ten Thousand Villages will be bringing 
their handcrafted items to our church on 
November 29 giving our congregation an 
opportunity to purchase unique items from 
artisans from third world countries.  “Ten 

Thousand Villages is an exceptional source for 

unique handmade gifts, jewelry, home decor, art and 

sculpture, textiles, serveware and personal 



accessories representing the diverse cultures of 

artisans in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle 

East.  One of the world's largest fair trade 

organizations and a founding member of the World 

Fair Trade Organization (WFTO), the company strives 

to improve the livelihood of tens of thousands of 

disadvantaged artisans in 38 countries. Ten 

Thousand Villages accomplishes this by establishing 

a sustainable market for handmade products in 

North America, and building long term buying 

relationships in places where skilled artisan partners 

lack opportunities for stable income. Product sales 

help pay for food, education, healthcare and housing 

for artisans who would otherwise be unemployed or 

underemployed.  Ten Thousand Villages is an 

independent nonprofit, charitable organization 

(501(c)3, with an independent, nine member board 

of directors. All sales revenue generated by Ten 

Thousand Villages and any surplus earned by 

operations is retained within Ten Thousand Villages. 

Surpluses are used to increase purchases from 

artisans and to finance the growth of Ten Thousand 

Villages retail network.” 

Hospitality with a Heart:  A big thank you for 
the Veliconia Family for the food 
donated to our Friday night meals!  
The menu for August will be:  
chicken patty sandwiches with 
lettuce and mayo, tater tots, fruit 

and dessert.  We always need help preparing, 
serving and cleaning up for the Friday night 
meals.  Thank you to all who help every month 
as well as those who also help whenever they 
are able. 
Everyone is always welcome. 

So here’s to a safe and fun end of 
summer.  May everyone enjoy a blessed time!  
 

Deacons’ Desk – Kari Dlugosz 
We would like to welcome Harry Berg to 

the Deacon’s Board.  Harry is a long standing 
member of this church and has served on 
boards before.  He will be a great addition and 
we appreciate his devotion to First Congre-
gational Church!!  If anyone would like to come 
aboard to the Deacon’s, please see one of us.  
The more the merrier!! 

We also wanted to remind everyone to 
wear their name tags.  It is a great way to get 
familiar with members of the congregation.  If 
you don’t have a name tag or lost yours, please 
see Linda for a replacement.   

Looking for something to do??  Visit the 
North Ridgeville Corn Festival August 7-9.  It is a 
great community event that features fireworks 
on Friday, a car show on Saturday, and a parade 
on Sunday.  There are also food and rides for 
everyone to enjoy!!  For all you runners/walkers 
out there, The Lions Club is hosting a 10k, 5k, 1 
mile fun run on Saturday, August 8 at 9 am 
starting at Wilcox Elementary.   

On a side note, I would like to personally 
thank the church for placing an advertisement 
with the Mills Creek Swim Team (North 
Ridgeville) this season.  A First Congregational 
UCC sign was hung up at each of the home 
meets for at least 250 families to see!!  Thank 
you!! 

Have a great rest of the summer! 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Chris Frederick 
“Summer afternoon—summer afternoon; to me 
those have always been the two most beautiful 
words in the English language.” ― Henry James 

It has been very eventful since we last 
spoke.  Council and the Trustees came together 
and decided not to pursue the organ purchase 
that Ron Gibson proposed to us. It was an 
amazing prospect at an almost unbelievable 
price; but when it came down to it, the 
consensus was that the timing just wasn’t right. 

 

 

 This brings me to the topic of the newly 
announced Capital Campaign which was 
kicked off recently.  Capital Campaign letters 
have been sent out and include a 
comprehensive breakdown of the necessary 



projects to keep our building up and running 
smoothly for another generation.  The Trustees 
have worked very hard to compile the list being 
presented, as it was necessary to prioritize our 
needs.  Other repairs and maintenance that 
have been completed recently include some 
structural repairs on the front of the church 
($14,750.00), resealing the parking lot 
($4,533.00) and replacing the security lights in 
the parking lot ($2,555.80).   

As you can see, our beautiful, old church 
costs a lot to maintain.  Therefore, we ask that 
you please prayerfully consider your contribution 
to this very necessary capital campaign and 
return the pledge card included with the 
letter to the church by August 30.  If you have 
any questions regarding this campaign, please 
feel free to contact any of the members of the 
Board of Trustees. 

Unfortunately, the added light provided 
by the new security lights in the parking lot did 
not prevent a fairly major theft from our 
church’s shed from happening.  As you likely 
heard through the Church or saw on the news, 
our lawn tractor and snow thrower along with 
weed trimmer and leaf blower were stolen at the 
beginning of July.  Jack Fitts and I filed a police 
report and there is an active investigation to see 
if our theft was linked with another local 
church’s theft of similar items.  No word on that 
investigation yet. 

The silver lining is that some big ticket 
items have been donated to us since the theft - 
a weed trimmer from one gentleman, a lawn 
tractor from someone else, and the pastor of the 
Elyria UCC church gave us a lead on one of their 
members who is willing to install a security 
system for little or no cost.  As soon as I have 
more details I will update.  At any rate, it is 
good to see good at work, as our brothers and 
sisters from other locations come together in our 
time of need. 

Another option being considered is the 
installation of security cameras outside.  As with 
the inception of the Safe Church Policy, it is 
troubling to think that we live in a time when 
things such as this are called for, but we must 
remain in front of the curve to avoid any further 
issues. 

There is much to do in preparation for 
late summer projects and we will be busy 
continuing to organize plans and execution of 
the Capital Campaign.  As I have said in the 
past, please feel free to contact me or any of 
the other Trustees to ask questions, share 
opinions or voice any concerns you wish. 
Communication is the key to a great 

marriage, so let’s hear what you have! 
Have a great rest of the summer folks, 

and as always - be safe!  
This month’s random trivia:  “Dueling is 

legal in Paraguay, as long as both parties are 
registered blood donors.” 

Board of Trustees members:  Jack Fitts, Bob Franks, 

Chris Frederick, Joe Pesch, Ric Sasse, Pete Veliconia 

 

 

 
On August 12 at 6 p.m. we will have our annual 
picnic with the ladies of First Congregational 
Elyria at Burr Oak and will be reading The Fault 
in Our Stars by John Green.  On September 21 
we will discuss the book Bossypants by Tina Fey 
and on October 19 we will be discussing The Girl 
on the Train by Paula Hawkins.  Regular book 
club gatherings are at the church at 7 p.m.  All 
women are welcome! 
 
 

Parish Nurses’ Notes – Karen Dreger 
 I hope everyone is having a wonderful 
summer.  August is an amazing month with so 
many fruits and vegetables in season:  berries, 
peaches, zucchini, summer squash, beans, corn, 
and the list goes on.  Seems like there are 
plenty of farmer’s markets in our area.  There 
are three in Avon that I go to regularly.  We are 
truly blessed!  This is a great time to introduce 
your kids to a new veggie or fruit by including it 
in a recipe.  Your kids can help you make this 
fun summer meal: 

 



Crunchy Hawaiian Chicken Wrap 
Prep time:  20 min.               Makes 6 wraps 

¾ cup light mayonnaise 

1/8 cup white vinegar 

1 tsp poppy seeds 

1 ½ tsp garlic powder 

1 ½ tsp onion powder 

1 ½ tsp chili powder 

2 cups fresh broccoli, shredded 

1 ½ cups fresh carrots, peeled & shredded 

¼ cup canned crushed pineapple, in 100% juice, 

drained 

1 cup fresh baby spinach, chopped 

3 cups cooked diced chicken, cut into ½” pieces 

6 whole-wheat tortillas, 10” 

1. In a small mixing bowl, combine light 

mayonnaise, vinegar, poppy seeds, garlic 

powder, onion powder and chili powder for the 

dressing.  Mix well.  Cover and refrigerate. 

2. Combine broccoli, carrots, pineapple and spinach 

in a large bowl.  Stir in dressing and chicken.  Mix 

well.  Serve immediately or cover and refrigerate. 

3. For each wrap, place 2/3 cup filling on the 

bottom half of the tortilla and roll in the form of 

a burrito.  Place seam down.  Cut diagonally.  

Serve immediately. 

 

 

 

 

8/7 Sandy Chalkwater 
8/8 Dawn Alpine 
8/9 Ann Olesen 
8/9 Mike Bier 
8/12 Madison Frederick 
8/12 Megan Frederick 
8/13 Vanessa Stamper 
8/13 Kelsey Veliconia 
8/16 Peggy Poe 
8/17 Cathy Cornman 
8/20 Bob Franks 
8/21 Gayle Hannold 
8/23 Gary Wiley 
8/23 Chris Nestelle 

  8/17 Harry & Rosemary Berg 
  8/21 Alex & Jane Woravka 
  8/31 George & Jody Millar 

 

 

 

Ushers & Greeters 
8/2 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 
8/9 Millie Gilly, Bill & Charis Meehan 

8/16 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 
8/23 Andrew & Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 
8/30 Ric Sasse, Megan & Krista O’Neill 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

 

Acolytes 
8/2  
8/9 Cady Kyser 
8/16 Brian Frederick 
8/23 Eli Kyser 
8/30 Claire Wolanski 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

========================== 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Pastor Arik at Rev.Borstad@gmail.com  
if you are interested in becoming a member of 

First Congregational UCC North Ridgeville! 
New members’ service will be held on August 30 
========================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

2  
Communion 

Outreach 9 am 

 

3  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

4  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

6  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

7  
 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

9  
August birthdays 
 

10  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

12  
Women’s Book Club 
picnic 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

13  
 
 

 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

14  
 

15  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

16  
Communion 

Newsletter articles 
due 

17  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

18  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

19  
 

20  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

21  
 

22  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

23  
Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

24  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

25  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

26  
 

27  
 
 

 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

28  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 

 

29  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

30  
New members 
End-of-summer 
picnic 
 

31  
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

 

 

Pastor Arik on vacation til 8/5 



 


