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From the Pastor’s Pen 
Gooooooood morning church! (or whatever time it is when you are 

reading this!)  It is GOOD to be back with you after a perfect wedding and 
an incredible honeymoon.  For those who were wondering, everything with 
the wedding went amazingly well and Allison and I are so thankful for 
everyone’s thoughts, prayers, and support during this exciting time.  
However, as with all things in life, the vacation had to come to an end 
eventually, and I can honestly say it is good to be back home.  I don’t know 
many people who get excited about the prospect of returning to work after 
vacation, but you all are so amazing that I am truly energized and eager to 
getting to work with you all, once again.  Indeed, it is truly good to be back 
home.  

In the end, that’s what this church is to me – home.  Like all homes, it 
isn’t perfect – there are conflicts from time to time and there are some 
places that are in need of much needed repairs – but our church is a home 
where all people are welcome and shown immense love and support.  As the 
summer begins to fade and as fall approaches quickly, with all of its 
responsibilities and commitments, I wonder… how can we bring other people 
in to join our church family?  How can we welcome them home? 

This fall we will be embarking upon new adventures together as a 
church.  New things will be explored, new activities and programs will be 
implemented, and new possibilities wait for us on the horizon.  Our Capital 
Campaign has begun in full force, a slightly different style of Sunday School 
is beginning soon, and new elements are being 
introduced into our worship services.  However, no 
matter what may alter or change in our church in 
the coming months, I know one thing will always 
remain the same:  we are a family… and here, 
people can find a home.   

As we head toward the end of the year, I 
invite each one of us to find ways to make our church a more welcome home 
for all those who enter through our doors.  As we have been welcomed and 
loved by our church and by our Creator, how can we show that same love 
and support to all those that we meet?  Only by pushing ourselves to extend 
our church family into our surrounding community can we truly hope to be a 
force of love in our world. 

To 
Share 
Faith, 
Hope 
and 
Love 
with 
all. 

September 2015 



This is an exciting time for our church!  I 
hope you are as excited as I am for what the 
future may hold.  Let us share that excitement 
and love that we have for our church family to 
everyone we meet so that they might know they 
will always have a home here at First 
Congregational Church.  

Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik  

Moderator’s Moment 
 Remember to give our new members a 
warm welcome!  It is good to see both seniors 
and young families at Sunday services. 
 Good luck to all of our students going 
back to school or off to college for the first time.  
This congregation is blessed with many in the 
field of education and we wish them well. 
 If there is an area of the church you are 
interested in serving – Deacons, Trustees, 
Outreach, Christian Education – please let the 
nominating committee know.  Soon new officers 
and boards will have elections. 
 Thank you to all who have worked on the 
Friday suppers.  We appreciate your efforts. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
It is hard to believe that the lazy days of 

summer are over and school and the fall 
routines are already in full swing.  Included in 
that routine are Sunday mornings.  Sunday 

School officially 
begins on September 
13.  Our children/youth 
will continue to be in 
church the entire 
worship service the first 
Sunday of the month.  
On all other Sundays 
they will begin in 

worship and after the children’s time will gather 
for a “Junior Church” time followed by activities.  
Junior church will follow the lectionary with 
scripture and the story that is appropriate for 
that Sunday.  We will also familiarize the 
children/youth with the traditions of a typical 
Sunday morning worship service so they are 
able to participate more fully during the actual 

worship service.  After each Junior Church time, 
we will follow a rotation model of activities that 
are based on “Giving and Receiving Hospitality.” 
Activities will be age appropriate for each group 
but also involve many different learning styles.  
This type of programming takes much more 
planning and man power so I am looking for 

help from the congregation to help with 

this.  If you are willing to give a block of 
Sundays helping, please see me. 

Programming for fall is in place with 
important dates/activities already on the 
calendar.  We will be having an inter-
generational bonfire/scavenger hunt in the 
evening of Sunday, October 25.  On Sunday, 
November 1 our second graders will be receiving 
their Bibles during worship.  On Saturday, 
November 21 the CE board will be sponsoring a 
Parents’ Afternoon Out.  Be looking for more 
information in the October Messenger. 

The planning for the Women’s Retreat at 
Salt Fork State Park is almost finished.  
Approximately 30-35 women from our church 
and Plymouth UCC, Cuyahoga Falls will gather 
the weekend of November 6-8 for fun and 
fellowship.  If you are attending, please make 

sure your fees are paid by September 30.  If this 
is an issue, please see me ASAP!  If you have 
not signed up to go but do not want to miss the 
fun, please reserve your space now!  I cannot 
accept any more reservations after September 
15.  Please see me with any questions. 

Finally, thanks to Kelsey Veliconia - our 
young adult representative on the board - for 
planning the young adult night out in August.  
Be looking for more young adult programming in 
the future!   
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
 The end of summer, the shortest season 
of all, is near.  School has started, the children 
will be in Sunday School soon and the choir will 
be singing again soon (love that choir!).  Things 
are starting to get back to normal. 
 Don’t forget about the LifeShare 
Community Blood Services’ blood drive on 
September 13 from 11 am until 1 pm.  If you 
are able to give blood, please do so with us on 



this day.  Life Share is a community-first charity 
that relies on the goodness of volunteer donors 
to maintain a safe and adequate blood and 
component supply for patient healthcare across 
Northeast Ohio. 
 Like to dine out?  Head to Ruby Tuesday 
on Abbe Road in Elyria (by Cobblestone Square) 
on Wednesday, September 2!  The money 
raised through the Giveback Program at Ruby 
Tuesday will be used to help pay for the 
restoration of the stained glass windows on the 
front of our church.  We get to eat, have fun 
and no work was involved (except for Nancy).  I 
love these kinds of fundraisers! 
 The back-to-school socks and underwear 
collection for the clients of Community Care is 
ongoing until the end of September.  We have 
collected over 100 pair of each item.  Our 
congregation always comes through with such a 
generous heart. 
 Next month we will be starting our 
Community Care food drive for Thanksgiving.  
They are always in need of food so when you 
are shopping for yourself, pick up a few extra 
items of non-perishable food items and bring 
them to church on Sunday morning.  Times are 
tough, especially in today’s economy, but there 
is no reason for anyone in America to ever have 
to go hungry. 
 We had a big turnout for the Hospitality 
with a Heart meal in July and hope to continue 

being able to feed everyone who 
comes to our church.  Come and join 
us on the last Friday of every month.  
We always need extra help.  The 
menu for the September 25th meal is 

ham slice, scalloped potatoes, green beans and 
a surprise dessert. 
 I quote from Helen Keller, “I am only 
one, but still I am one.  I cannot do everything, 
but I can do something.  And because I cannot 
do everything, I will not refuse to do something 
that I can do.” 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Bob Olesen 
Some Questions Have No Answer 

I remember as a little boy looking up at the sky 
and wondering if you kept going straight up, 

would you ever reach the top?  As Christians we 
believe in an afterlife and we hope that what we 
have done here on earth is good enough to 
someday enter God’s kingdom of Heaven.  But 
what is Heaven and how will we appear to those 
who have gone before us? 
 I look at my own life.  I remember my 
grandmother who passed away almost 70 years 
ago.  She was a good and kind person and I 
believe she has found a place in Heaven; but 
will I be presented to her as a smiling 10-year-
old or as an adult almost her same age?  I think 
about my father who has not been with us for 
almost 50 years.  When we meet, will he 
recognize me as an adult who is already much 
older than he was when he left us? 
 All of our lives have different scenarios.  
Many have been marked by unspeakable 
tragedy that left us heartbroken.  We have lost 
loved ones and dear friends and we hope that 
someday we can reunite with those whom we 
held so dear.  But what is the reunification 
process?   

I asked some friends and fellow deacons 
what they thought.  The answers varied.  One 
said, “Have faith.  When that day comes, God 
will somehow put you and your loved ones back 
together.”  Some said your loved ones will 
appear as you last remembered them.  This was 
always my philosophy, but I have to revert to 
my grandmother and father.  How would I 
appear to them?  One answer struck me as the 
most realistic when a fellow deacon offered that 
you will come back as a spirit that will entwine 
with those who have gone before and will 
evermore be a part of your afterlife. 
 What is your opinion?  I would like to 
hear it.  One thing is certain – someday we will 
all know the real story. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Chris Frederick 
It hardly seems possible that my personal 

favorite time of the year - fall - is just around 
the corner.  With the kids back in school and 
new routines in place, it is a great time to reflect 
on what the summer months brought us.  At the 
top of my list is the amazing response by our 
Congregation and community in the wake of the 



theft of all of our lawn and garden equipment. 
As a past sales person of these exact items, I 
can assure you that we would have been out 
several thousands of dollars had folks not come 
forward in our time of need. 

We had an exquisite snow thrower that 
will do a great job of keeping the walks clean 
and safe for all throughout the winter months 
donated from a member.  A tractor that included 
a full snow blade, tire chains and weights was 
donated and subsequently fixed up by our 
resident handy men and is ready to be put into 
service.  We received a couple of leaf blowers 
and some additional 
small equipment as 
well.  The Pesch’s 
donated a new lock for 
the shed, unlike any 
I’ve seen before.  This 
lock is unable to be cut 
off since all of the moving parts are concealed 
on the inside.  A keyhole access is the only way 
to open the lock and this plan saves much 
money over installing a full security  system that 
would incur installation costs as well as monthly 
bills to monitor.  Names and addresses of those 
who have reached out will be distributed in 
weeks to come and it is my hope that many of 
you will find the time to write a short “thank 
you” to those listed.  I know they would 
appreciate it, as we have appreciated the help. 

In other news, the Capital Campaign is 
moving along wonderfully.  It is amazing how 
much we can achieve when we work together. 
Thank you to all who have supported thus far.  
If you have yet to send in a pledge card, please 
see Linda or any of the Trustees.  Certainly if 
you have any questions in regards to any of the 
needed projects, please feel free to get ahold of 
any of us as well. 

Be on the lookout, folks, as many 
changes are going to take place but they will all 
be well worth it.   As we approach the new 
season, keep in mind that we were all 
complaining not too long ago about how hot it 
was! 

This month’s fun fact:  The following can 
be read both forward and backward: Do geese 
see God? 

Women’s Book Club:   On September 21 we 
will discuss the book Bossypants by Tina Fey 
and on October 19 we will be discussing The Girl 
on the Train by Paula Hawkins.  Regular book 
club gatherings are at the church at 7 p.m.  All 
women are welcome! 
 
 
 
9/2 Sandy Gast 
9/7 Becky Williams 
9/10 Jody Millar 
9/14 Betty Noland 
9/17 Vi Elrod 
9/17 Linda Matis 
9/18 Billie Bier 
9/21 Kari Dlugosz 
9/23 Mary Ireland 
9/24 Holly Chalkwater 
9/25 Rich Vulcan 
9/26 Brenda Do 
9/29 Karen Mytnick 

  9/1 Henry & Vaughn Repenning 
  9/3 Bob & Bev Ivancic 
  9/6 Dennis & Angelina Huffman 
  9/20 Pete & Karen Veliconia 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
9/6 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 

9/13 Joe Pesch, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
9/20 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 
9/27 Bob Franks, Chris Frederick, Marge Baker 
10/4 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
9/6 Rhys Kyser 
9/13 Arden Dlugosz 
9/20 Abby Anderson 
9/27 Abigail Packard 
10/4 Cady Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 



 
●to the Trustees for working toward safeguarding our 
church home by having new security lights installed 
in the parking lot 
●to the Trustees for having the parking lot resealed 
and restriped 
●to Gayle Hannold and friends for beautifying our 
church grounds by working on the flower beds this 
spring 
●to Bob Franks for stripping and repainting the 
heater covers in fellowship hall 
●to all the other church members/friends who have 
helped with these projects! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ladies Salad Luncheon 
Ladies:  You are invited to Fields United 
Methodist Church’s annual salad luncheon on 
Thursday, September 17 at noon.  The church is 
located at 34077 Lorain Road, North Ridgeville.  
Following the luncheon will be a program about 
gospel singer Mahalia Jackson.  Please RSVP to 
Fields UMC at 327-8753 by September 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fields United Methodist 
Church is sponsoring its 2nd 
annual CROP Walk/5K 

Run for Hunger on 
Saturday, September 19 at 

9:00 a.m. at South Central Park.  The CROP 
Walk/5K is a community effort to raise money 
for Church World Services (CWS) with 25% of 
the money raised going straight to Community 
Care. 

Who:   Anyone & everyone!   
  Kids walk/run for free! 

When:   Saturday, September 18 
     8:30 am registration 
     9:00 am walk/race begins 
Where:   South Central Park 
Cost:  $25 pre-registration 
  $30 same-day registration 
How to Register:  
www.cropwalkhunger.org/nridgevilleoh or use 
the form attached to this newsletter 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

2  
Ruby Tuesday Dine N 
Donate fundraiser 

Choir practice 7 pm 
 

3  
Deacons 6:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

4  
 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

6  
Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

7       
Labor Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

9  
Choir practice 7 pm 

10  
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

11  
 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

13  
Sunday School begins 

September birthdays 

Blood Drive 11am-1pm 
 

14  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 

Choir practice 7 pm 
 

17  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

18  
 

19  
 
 
 
 
Hall rented 12-5  
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

20  
Communion 

21  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

23  
Choir practice 7 pm 
 

24  
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

25  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

27  
 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

30  
Choir practice 7 pm 

 


