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From the Pastor’s Pen  
What a difference one year makes!!  One year ago we joined together 

in ministry for the very first time.  You took a chance on 
me, welcoming a young and inexperienced pastor to join 
with you in partnership to better our congregation and 
community.  And somehow, by some miracle, it is one year 
later and you haven’t run me out of town yet!  
 Looking back it is hard to believe that we have 
already reached a full year in the life of our partnership.  
Yet, while the time has passed by so quickly, there has 
been so much that we have accomplished together!  I can’t possibly relate all 
of the amazing things we have done so far, but here is just a quick overview 
of this past year: 

• We averaged 93 people in worship on any given Sunday  
• We added 8 new members to our congregation  
• We created and implemented a much needed “Safe Church Policy” 

for our church  
• We have a wonderful new organist and music director 
• We celebrated 3 baptisms 
• We held our first ever “Blue Christmas” service 
• We have implemented a dynamic new Sunday School format 
• We have expanded our reach online with our new Facebook page 
• We have installed a beautiful used clothing drop of shed on our 

grounds 
• We have started to post weekly videos of sermons online for our 

homebound members to view 
• We have seen our youth program grow significantly 
Finally, and most importantly, over the past year we have grown 

closer together as a loving community.  Without question our church has 
been a force for love and compassion in our world.  Indeed, we have done 
so much together… but there is still great work that is left to be done.  

The past year has been a powerful one in so many ways.  We have 
grown as a family as we joined in celebration with one another but we have 
mourned and grieved the loss of loved ones in our midst as well.  However, 
through it all, through the ups and the downs, we have remained a loving 
family of faith. 
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First Congregational is on the brink of 
something beautiful. Together we stand at the 
precipice – at a tipping point in the life of our 
church.  What will the future hold?  Well that 
answer is up to you!  Where we go next 
depends on how we respond as a church family.  
As a thriving community of faith, we will 
continue to be challenged to respond and adapt 
to our changing world. We must continue to 
push ourselves to grow in attendance and in 
love. 

Yet while we discern where it is our 
church is heading in the future, I hope you take 
some time to acknowledge the hard work you 
have done this past year. Be proud of what you 
have accomplished!  Take ownership over what 
this church has become! Be proud of 
yourselves… and know that I am proud of you.  
I’m so proud of this church family and what you 
have done this past year, and I cannot wait to 
see where the future will take us next.  

Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Arik 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As I write this we just completed a 

pancake breakfast fundraiser to support Windsor 
Elementary School’s autistic students’ trip to 
Camp Fitch near Erie, Pennsylvania.  (These are 
Kathy Pero’s students, and I work there too!)  
Each year all the fifth graders at Windsor go to 
overnight camp for three days.  For Kathy’s kids, 
this is going to be the first time they will get to 
experience camp with their peers.  It takes A 
LOT of manpower, financial support and 
planning to take these students for a one day 
camp experience. Hence, Kathy made a request 
to do the pancake breakfast.  This Sunday was 
one of those Sundays when just about half the 
congregation was out of town for one reason or 
another.  Our numbers at the breakfast were 
small BUT mighty, and $371.00 was collected 
for the camp trip!  This church’s outpouring of 
support never ceases to amaze me.  So on 
behalf of the kids, THANK YOU!  

Have you noticed the tent canopy in one 
of the classroom?  Each Sunday the children are 
beginning their Sunday School experience “in 

the tent.”   After a short worship experience, 
they will travel to different rotations to 
experience “Giving and Receiving Hospitality.”  
Be watching for signs of this throughout the 
church as the fall unfolds. Sunday School 
registration forms were sent home with all the 
children.  Please return these forms in the 

next few weeks.   
Beginning in October the children will be 

filling out with their family a “pledge card” at 
home as to what they can do to earn an offering 
to put in their offering envelope each Sunday.  
We continually are looking at ways we can 
support the children in understanding that they 
are a part of our church community. 

On Sunday, October 25 from 6-7:30 
p.m. we are having an ALL CHURCH bonfire, 

scavenger hunt, fall craft, and 
s’mores making celebration!  
Please plan on joining us for 
some good old fashion fun.  
We ask that each family bring 
a bag or two of wrapped 
Halloween candy for the 
scavenger hunt.  There is a 
signup sheet outside my office 

and downstairs in Fellowship Hall.  If possible, 
please sign up so we have an estimate as to 
how many to plan for. 

On Sunday, November 1 the second 
graders will be receiving their Bibles in church.  
We encourage you to bring your favorite Bible to 
share with them as I will be asking for some 
audience participation.   

Another upcoming date in November:  On 
Saturday, November 21 from noon to 4 p.m. 
the Board of Christian Education is offering a 
“Parents’ Afternoon Out”.  We will do a craft, 
play games and watch a movie together.  
Parents are asked to provide a lunch for their 
child.  We will provide the drinks and a treat 
during the movie.  A sign-up sheet will be 
available beginning November 1.  

Finally, 32 women from our church and 
several from Pilgrim UCC, Cuyahoga Falls will be 
travelling to Salt Fork State Park for a women’s 

retreat the weekend of November 6-8.  Our 
theme is “God is My Refuge and Strength.”  If 
you are going and have an outstanding balance, 



please see me for your balance.  We would 
appreciate that balances be paid by October 
5 as we have to complete our payment to the 
park.  If this is an issue, please see me.  More 
information as to room assignments, carpooling 
etc. will be sent out soon!   

WANTED: toilet paper and paper 
towel tubes (we are making Nativity scenes). 
Also I need to borrow a free standing fire pit 
and wood for the bonfire on October 25.  If you 
have one, please see me! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
Community Care:  Thank you to all who 

donated socks and underwear for students 
returning to school.   Community Care made 
sure these items were given to the families with 
school-age children.  Socks and underwear can 
be expensive but are also necessary.  All 
donations were very much appreciated. 

This month and half of November will be 
our annual food drive for Thanksgiving.  
Community Care will be putting together food 
boxes for Thanksgiving dinners.  Items in need 
are: 
� Money or gift cards for turkeys 
� Stuffing mix 
� Gravy mixes 
� Potatoes (instant) 
� Canned sweet potatoes 
� Canned vegetables 
� Cranberry sauce 

LifeShare Blood Drive:   Our blood drive in 
September was a success.  Thirteen units of 
blood were collected.  Those who gave are: 
Allison Borstad, Arik Borstad, Nancy Franks, 
Millie Gilly, Diana Goode, Emily Hanson, Linda 
Matis, Jennifer Murphy, Mark Murphy, Krista 
O’Neill, Kathleen Pero, Pete Veliconia, Daryl Von 
Benken and Gary Wiley.  Thank you also for 
those who wanted to donate but were unable to 
do so.  The thought DOES count. 

Ten Thousand Villages will be bringing 
items to our church on November 29 giving our 
congregation an opportunity to purchase unique 
gifts plus help artisans from third world 
countries. 

Neighbors in Need: October 11 ends our 
campaign for Neighbors in Need.  There will be 
inserts in the bulletins informing the 
congregation of some of the important things 
for which the donated money is used.  If you 
would like more information, go online to 
website: WWW.UCC.ORG/NIN . 

The Ruby Tuesday fundraiser yielded 
$186.14 which will be used to help pay for the 
repair of our stained glass window.  Now wasn’t 
that a fun, easy way to raise money?!!  Thank 
you to everyone who participated.  And thanks 
Nancy, for setting it up for us. 

Hospitality With a Heart Meal: The Bible 
tells us to love our neighbors and to feed the 
poor.  Our Hospitality Community Outreach 
Meals are one way we can show our compassion 
and love for our neighbors.  Please continue to 
support this important program.  The meal to be 
served October 30 will be BBQ pork sandwich, 
French fries, cole slaw, veggies and apple 
dessert. 

As the autumn leaves turn, turn, turn 
remember:  If the grass looks greener on the 
other side…Stop staring.  Stop comparing.  Stop 
complaining and start watering the grass you’re 
standing on.  The person who moves a 
mountain begins by carrying away small stones. 
“If you really want to do something, you’ll find a 
way. If you don’t, you’ll find an excuse.” 

  

Deacons’ Desk – Lynne Petroff 
Wow, October already!  What a great 

time of year.  I love the changing seasons we 
get to experience here in Ohio.  Ok, maybe I 
wouldn’t mind a shorter (much shorter) winter, 
but, I’m thankful we get to really enjoy each 
season.    

I always felt like things were back to 
“normal” by the time October came.  Kids were 
settled into a routine with school, summer 
vacations were over, and there was some 
semblance of order again.  Church is kind of like 



that to me, too.  Sunday school has started up, 
people seem to attend more regularly, and the 
snowbirds haven’t left yet.  Now, that’s not to 
say things will be routine and mundane.  We are 
fortunate to have an energetic pastor with fresh 
ideas to keep us engaged and interested so you 
won’t want to miss a thing!  

On a more deacon-like note, Deacons’ 
duties are two-fold.  We work with the pastor 
making sure the worship service runs smoothly, 
and the second part is congregational care.  
Keep that in mind and if you ever have any 
question, concerns, or comments (good or bad) 
that fall into either of these categories, please 
talk to a deacon.  We can’t discuss what we 
aren’t aware of. 

In closing, enjoy this beautiful season 
that God has given us! 
 

Trustees’ Turn  
I want to lead off this month with a 

genuine and heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone 
in our congregation for the unbelievable results 
of our Capitol Campaign.  This church not only 
met the challenge, but exceeded the goal by 
over $1,000 in what HAS to be record time!  To 
all who donated, I and the other Trustees thank 
you very much for your support.  We are 
dedicated to applying these funds to the 
necessary projects as soon as possible.  We are 
already hard at work planning and quoting.  I 
should have more detailed information by next 
month’s newsletter in an 
effort to keep everyone 
updated and on the same 
page.  

Along the same lines as 
“thank you”, a list was 
distributed in September with 
the names and addresses of those who so 
thoughtfully donated equipment to replace that 
which was stolen a while back.  It is our hope 
that many of you will take a minute to send out 
a note of thanks to these folks to let them know 
how appreciated they are.  If you need those 
names and addresses, please do not hesitate to 
contact any of us and we will provide the 
information. 

Currently it has been brought to our 
attention that the floor in Fellowship Hall is in 
dire need of some work.  It needs to be stripped 
and re-waxed.  This is no light task.  It has been 
estimated that it would take four to five people 
upwards of eight hours to complete the work, 
with the stripping portion having to be done in 
one fell swoop.  The Trustees have decided that 
the best route to go is to contract this work out.  
I am in talks with a couple of places to obtain 
quotes on having the work done.  This way it 
should only take an afternoon or so to complete 
and the work will be guaranteed. 

Also, I have brokered a deal with the 
Lorain County Aquarium Society to begin 
monthly use of our facilities on the fourth Friday 
of each month for a monthly donation.  They 
will be utilizing a single classroom but are 
aiming to grow rapidly.  Should everything go as 
they plan, they will be changing the day they 
meet to accommodate use of Fellowship Hall for 
a greater donation.  We are trying to steadily 
replace the income lost from the exit of 
Jazzercise so every recurrent bit helps. 

We certainly have our work cut out for us 
but we are dedicated to the tasks at hand and 
always available for questions or comments. 
Thank you, once again, for all of your support. 
Now to put it to task… 
 This months’ random trivia:  Catfish are 
the only animals that naturally have an odd 
number of whiskers. 

Yours in Friendship and Trust, 
Chris Frederick, Chairperson 

 
 
 
 

 
Women’s Book Club:   On October 19 we will 
be discussing The Girl on the Train by Paula 
Hawkins.  Regular book club gatherings are at 
the church at 7 p.m.  All women are welcome! 

 



 

 

Ushers & Greeters 
10/4 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
10/11 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 
10/18 Linda Matis, Bill & Charis Meehan 
10/25 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 
11/1 Andrew & Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
10/4 Cady Kyser 
10/11 Brian Frederick 
10/18 Eli Kyser 
10/25 Claire Wolanski 
11/1 Rhys Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 
10/1 Emily Williams 
10/6 Ronda Van Den Bossche 
10/8 Pat Kyle 
10/8 Mark Murphy 
10/11 Jennie Vulcan 
10/19 Annie Do 
10/20 Dreama Stamper 
10/22 Alex Woravka 
10/23 Nancy Long 
10/26 Matt Karlovec 
10/27 Stephanie Malinich 
10/28 Norma Curren 

 10/17 Gary & Vicki Stamper 
 10/18 Mike & Joan Bier 
 10/18 Paul & Liz Wolanski 
 10/20 Gary & Gayle Hannold 
 10/27 Bob & Dreama Stamper 
 
 
 
 

St. Pauly 

Used Clothing 
Drop-Off Shed 

To benefit 
First Congregational UCC 

Items accepted:  All clothing, shoes, sneakers, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
drapes and stuffed toys.  (Please…no rags, 
fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods.) 

●Clothing is sent to people who can use it all 
over the US and World while helping the 
environment 
●Receive a tax deduction for your donation 
(receipts are on the shed) 
●Please put items in tied or closed bags. 
●Shed is located at the back of church parking 
lot 

 

 
 

Parish Nurse – Karen Dreger 
KICK THE FLU –  

GET A FLU SHOT 

Please consider getting a flu 
shot this year.  Nine out of ten deaths and more 
than six out of ten hospital stays that are flu-
related occur in people 65 years of age or older.  
Research from the Center for Disease Control 
has also demonstrated that getting an annual flu 
vaccine can help protect seniors from serious 
flu-related complications.  The CDC recommends 
that all persons six months of age and older get 
a flu vaccine annually.  Medicare and most other 
insurance plans will generally cover an annual 
flu shot. 
 Signs of serious flu-related complications 
that require immediate emergency medical 
attention include: 
� Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 
� Blue or purple discoloration of the lips 
� Pain or pressure in the chest or abdomen 
� Sudden dizziness 
� Confusion 
� Severe or persistent vomiting 
� Seizures 



Seven flu fighting foods you may want to 
include in your diet are: 
� Black-eyed peas 
� Tomatoes 
� Carrots 
� Tea (green, black or oolong) 
� Mushrooms 
� Yogurt 
� Almonds 

For more information and the latest updates, go 
to:  cdc.gov/flu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
Make a Difference Day 
Saturday, October 24 

 

More information coming soon 
regarding how YOU can help First 
Congregational UCC on Make a 

Difference Day! 

 
“Make A Difference Day is over 20 years strong and 
is the nation’s largest day of community service.  
Make A Difference Day is a USA TODAY initiative, 
backed by the Gannett Company, and wouldn’t be 
possible without our collaboration with Points of 
Light and the support of Newman’s Own.  It is a 
celebration of neighbors helping neighbors.  Millions 
of volunteers from across the nation will unite in a 
common mission to improve the lives of others on 
Make A Difference Day, Saturday, October 24, 2015.  
The stories told around Make A Difference Day show 
that anyone – regardless of age, location or resources 
– can accomplish amazing things when they take on 
the problems they see in their community.  
Recognizing the power of Make A Difference Day, 
other organizations join with USA TODAY and 
Points of Light each year to inspire and recognize the 
valuable work of volunteers.   Newman’s Own 
supports the day by awarding $10,000 to the charities 
of each of 10 National Honorees and three 
Community Awardees.  We invite you to join us in 
service on Make A Difference Day 2015.”  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Deacons 6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

2  
Chicken paprikash 
dinner set up 6 pm 

3  
Chicken paprikash 
dinner 5 pm 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 
(upstairs) 

4  
World Communion 

Outreach 9 am 

 
Pastor Arik’s 1 yr. 

anniversary @ FCC!! 

5  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

6  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

7  
Choir practice 7 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

9  
 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
Hall rented 4-9 pm  
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

11  
October birthdays 
celebration 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

14  
Choir practice 7 pm 

15  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

18  
Communion 

19  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

21  
Choir practice 7 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

23  
 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

25  
Fall Festival 6-7:30 pm 
 

 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

28  
Choir practice 7 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

30  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean up 

31  
 

 

 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

 
 


