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From the Pastor’s Pen  
November is one of my favorite months of the year.  The weather is 

getting colder, the leaves on the trees are changing color, and the 
excitement of the holidays is just around the corner!  You can see this 
excitement ramping up in many different ways – the most obvious of which 
is that stores are putting out their Christmas decorations already!  The 
decorations seem to go from Halloween straight to Christmas, skipping over 
Thanksgiving in the process!  
 As excited as I am for this year’s Advent season and Christmas 
holiday, there is something to be said about slowing down and taking time to 
truly celebrate Thanksgiving.  So many of us are constantly on the move, 
rushing from one place to the next as the last days of 2015 draw to a close. 
However, Thanksgiving provides us with an opportunity to take a moment to 
step away from the chaos and to truly give thanks for all of the blessings we 
have in our lives.  It is a day we give thanks for our families, our friends, and 
for having food on our table.  We give thanks for our congregation, our 
community, and for God who has been with us throughout our lives.  
 One way to take some time to commemorate this special holiday is by 
joining with other churches in the area for our Community Thanksgiving 
Service on November 22 at 7:00 pm at Fields United Methodist Church.  It 
will be a time when we join together with other churches in North Ridgeville 
for worship and donate canned goods to Community Care.  I have been 
asked preach for this year’s ecumenical service, so I hope you are able to 
join us as we give thanks to God for all that we have in our lives.  
 Still, no matter whether or not you are able to join with us for our 
Community Thanksgiving Service, it is my hope that you take time this 
month to give thanks for what we have in our lives.  While we may be 
excited for the Christmas season that is drawing closer, Thanksgiving is one 
of those rare moments when we turn our attention to the blessings we have 
in life – when we can be content with who we are, what we have, and we 
can just simply “be”.  
 This November, as the weather changes and as we approach the end 
of the year, let us take time together to truly “give thanks.”  
       Blessings and Peace,  

                                       Pastor Arik
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Symbols of Faith Sunday:   On November 8 
you are asked to bring in 
something to worship that 
reminds you to be a better 
person and helps you to be 
faithful.  If you are unable to 
bring in an actual object, that's 

okay!  Just have something in mind that you can 
share with others. 
 
 
Pictorial Directory:   The directory is in the 
layout process but we still need pictures of 
several people.  Please contact Linda or Pastor 
Arik to have your picture taken so that the 
directories can go to print as soon as possible. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As November begins the excitement for 

the 3rd Women’s Retreat can be felt far and 
wide.  This year 32 women from our church and 
5 from Pilgrim UCC, Cuyahoga Falls will 
converge on Salt Fork State Park for a weekend 
of fun, relaxation and to learn some ideas for 
taking time for Sabbath each day.  One of the 
activities we will be participating in is taking 
time to color.  Recent studies have shown that 
coloring is second only to meditation as an 
excellent form of relaxation.  Coloring is one of 
those activities that can be done by anyone, 
anywhere!  So get out the colored pencils, 
crayons and coloring books and give it a try! 

On All Saints Sunday four second graders 
will receive a Bible from the Board of Christian 
Education.  Congratulations to Abigail Anderson, 
Claire Wolanski, Cady Kyser and Ian Kyser. 
Traditionally children receive this Bible in second 
grade and then a teen appropriate Bible as they 
enter the 8th grade.  If you have a child or 
grandchild who is younger than second grade 
and want to purchase an age appropriate Bible 
for them for Christmas, see me as I have some 
samples of story Bibles for younger children that 
would be appropriate. 

Attention Parents!!!  On Saturday, 

November 21 from noon to 4 pm the Board 
of Christian Education is hosting a “Parents’ 
Afternoon Out.”  All children 12 and younger 

are invited to come spend the afternoon with 
many of the CE Board.  We will make a turkey 
craft, play some games, watch a movie and frost 
cookies.  Just bring a packed lunch for your child 
and we will do the rest!  So if you want to get 
some things done for Thanksgiving or get a 
jump start on Christmas shopping, this is your 
opportunity!   Please sign up outside of my 
office so we know how many to plan on. 

On Sunday, November 22 we will be 
selling the frosted pumpkin shaped cookies that 
we are decorating during the parents’ afternoon 
out to support our Heifer mission project this 
year.  Please bring your coins to church that 
Sunday and purchase one or two cookies to 
support this wonderful mission project. 

Looking ahead to Advent…The second 
annual gingerbread 
house making 
extravaganza will be 
Sunday, December 13 
after coffee hour.  The 
cost this year is $3.00 
per house and you will 
be assigned a specific 
candy to contribute to 
the event.  The 
deadline for signing up is December 6.   

Finally, thank you for the many, many 
toilet paper tubes!  We will be using them each 
Sunday in Advent to build nativity scenes for 
home and our shut-ins.  If you would like to 
make one too, see me for the patterns and 
tubes!  This would be a great “coloring” project.  

 
 
 

WANTED:  Monetary Support for the 
purchasing of food for the Craft Fair!  Last 

year the congregation generously 
donated enough money so that all 
the money raised in the café was 

profit!  By donating money 
instead of food items, we are 

able to purchase exactly what is 
needed in the quantities needed so 

there are fewer leftovers!  We found this to 
be so much more cost effective!  So please 



consider supporting this ALL CHURCH 
fundraiser with your monetary donation to 
the CAFÉ.  Please mark your donation Craft 
Fair Café $$$.  Thank you!  Mary Karlovec 
and Karen Veliconia 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
Neighbors in Need:  A big thank you to all 
who contributed to NIN.  $208 was collected 
and will be used to help fund important projects 
that help people who need an extra hand up. 
Ten Thousand Villages:  On November 29 
Outreach will be hosting Ten Thousand Villages. 
Come and support this non-profit, charitable 
organization.  Shop for unique gifts for that 
hard-to-shop person or shop for yourself.  There 
will be handmade gifts, jewelry, home décor, art 
and sculpture textiles, serve ware and personal 
accessories representing the diverse cultures of 
artisans in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the 
Middle East.  All sales revenue generated by Ten 
Thousand Villages and any surplus earned by 
operations is retained within Ten Thousand 
Villages. 
Christmas Giving Tree:  This is a way to help 
give to someone who isn’t usually on your list 
for Christmas.  Not everyone will have a Happy 
Christmas but we can help in one small way.  
The tree with ornaments will go up at the end of 
this month.  Names of children from Community 
Care with a WISH item will be printed on each 
ornament and we ask that you select an 
ornament from the tree, shop for that item, then 
bring it giftwrapped back to church.  More 
information will follow.  
Hospitality Meal:  We will be serving a meal 
the day after Thanksgiving to those who want to 
come and eat with us.  All are welcome.  We are 
always in need of help preparing, serving and 
cleaning up.  A big thanks to everyone who 
comes and helps out.  The more hands, the 
easier the task.  

From the words of Mother Theresa: “If 
you can’t feed a hundred people, then just feed 
one.”  
 

Deacons’ Desk 
The Deacons are responsible for Coffee 

Hour in the month of November.  It is a little 
difficult for Deacon members to host and 
provide for coffee hour on the first and third 
Sundays when Communion is served.  Therefore 
we are asking for volunteers to come forward to 
provide and host coffee hour on Communion 
Sundays.  Please let one of us know if you 
would be willing to help out. 

As always, please talk with one of the 
Deacons if you have any concerns or 
suggestions about our worship services.  And let 
a Deacon know if you are aware of someone 
who might be in need of a visit or a phone call. 

Thank you for wearing your nametags 
each Sunday.  If you need a nametag, please let 
one of us know. 

We know it’s early but mark your 
calendar for Saturday, November 28 when the 
Deacons will be decorating the sanctuary for 
the Christmas season.  We will begin at 9 am 
and when we finish depends on how many 
helpers we have! 
 

The Trustees’ Turn  
November is upon us and the turkeys are 

beginning to look nervous… 
This month we are happy to announce 

that the floors in Fellowship Hall, the kitchen 
and both bathrooms have been professionally 
stripped, waxed and recoated by a company 
that we hired to knock this much overdue job off 
of the to-do list.  There will be a few steps to 
take in an effort to take care of the new finish 
such as making sure we don’t drag tables or 
chairs across the floor, etc.  To that point, there 
will be maintenance necessary throughout the 
year as well. 

This brings me to the announcement of 
our newest job posting here at First 
Congregational Church. We are seeking a 
maintenance person to work part-time. 

Duties will include set-up, 
take-down for meals and 
other events along with a 
variety of other associated 
tasks.  The position pays 



commensurate with experience with a base rate 
in mind, and the candidate will need to pass a 
background check.  For a breakdown of all 
duties and pay rate, if you know of someone 
you would like us to consider or you yourself 
would like consideration, please see myself or 
any of the Trustees. 

Aside from these things, we are still in 
talks with a couple of companies that wish to bid 
on our stained glass repair.  We are fast 
approaching freezing weather but we continue 
to work to scratch things off of the capital 
campaign to-do list as well. 

I sincerely wish everyone a fantastic start 
to this year’s holiday season and a very Happy 
Thanksgiving if I do not speak to you before 
then. 

This month’s random trivia:  A 16-week-
old turkey is called a fryer.  A five to seven 
month old turkey is called a young roaster.  Eat 
well! 

Yours in Friendship and Trust, 
Chris Frederick, Chairperson 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

11/2 Arik Borstad 
11/4 Leah Chapman 
11/6 Ric Sasse 
11/8 Dave Ireland 
11/11 Andrew Veliconia 
11/14 Paul Wolanski 
11/16 Keith Schoonover 
11/17 Renee Schoonover 
11/18 Yung Do 
11/19 Vicki Stamper 
11/20 Greg Petroff 
11/23 Bridget Frederick 
11/26 Suzanne Durant 
11/27 Bob Stamper 

  11/3 Roger & Karen Trigg 
  11/28 Yung & Annie Do 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Women’s Book Club:   On November 16 we will 
be discussing “Take Me With You” by Catherine 
Ryan Hyde.  Regular book club gatherings are at 
the church at 7 p.m.  All women are welcome! 

 

 

 

Serve Your Church:   It is time to put together 
the slate of nominees for our boards and officers 
for 2016.  If there is an area of the church you 
would like to work with, please let Regenia 
Comerford know or contact any member of the 
individual boards. 



Ushers & Greeters 
11/1 Andrew & Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 
11/8 Ric Sasse, Joe Pesch, 
11/15 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 
11/22 Joe Pesch, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
11/29 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 
12/6 Bob Franks, Chris Frederick, Marge Baker 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 
 

Acolytes 
11/1 Rhys Kyser 
11/8 Arden Dlugosz 
11/15 Abby Anderson 
11/22 Abigail Packard 
11/29 Cady Kyser 
12/6 Brian Frederick 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Pauly 

Used Clothing 
Drop-Off Shed 

To benefit 
First Congregational UCC 

Items accepted:  All clothing, shoes, sneakers, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
drapes and stuffed toys.  (Please…no rags, 
fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods.) 

●Clothing is sent to people who can use it all 
over the US and World while helping the 
environment 
●Receive a tax deduction for your donation 
(receipts are on the shed) 
●Please put items in tied or closed bags. 
●Shed is located at the back of church parking 
lot 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church UCC, North Ridgeville 
Food Drive for Community Care 

Make a Difference Day 
October 24, 2015 

 
Cereal 17  Fruit 46 
Potatoes 45  Stuffing 48 
Cranberries 32  Tomato products 19 
Beans, misc. 34  Soup/chili 80 
Pasta sauce 29  Mac & cheese 57 
Pasta 44  Gravy 26 
Rice 16  Canned pasta 23 
Veggies, misc. 15  Baked beans 12 
Pumpkin 8  Condiments, misc. 16 
Corn 102  Green beans 84 
Peas 19  Peanut butter 12 
Jelly 14  Ramen 108 
Yams 19  Applesauce 10 
Beverages 28  Pancake mix 4 
Taco kit 1  Crackers/snacks 11 
Tuna/chicken 14  Pasta sides 12 
Cookie/cake/bread mix 26  TOTAL ITEMS 1031 

 
Thank you to everyone who organized, volunteered and 
donated to our first (annual?) Food Drive for Community 

Care on Make a Difference Day!  What a fabulous result!! 
 
 
 
 
 

“Honoring our Past, 
Investing in our Future” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to turn in your pledge card for 
2016 by November 15 so that the budget 

can be compiled for the Congregational 
Meeting on November 22.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Linda in the office 

or a member of the Board of Trustees. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Outreach 9 am  

Communion 

All Saints Sunday 

Bible Presentation 
 

2  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

3  
 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

4  
Choir 7 pm 

5  
Deacons 6:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

6  
 

 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

8  
Symbols of Faith Sunday 

9  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

10  
CE 7 pm  
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

11  
Choir 7 pm 

 
 

12  
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

13  
 

14  
 
 
Hall rented 11 am – 3 pm 
(Anderson) 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

15  
November birthdays 
Pledge cards due 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

17  
 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

18  
Choir 7 pm 

19  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

20  
 

21  
Parents’ Afternoon Out 
12-4 pm 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

22  
Congregational Meeting 

Community Thanksgiving 
Svc. 7 pm @ Fields UMC 

23  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

24  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm  

25  
Choir 7 pm 
 

26  
Thanksgiving 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

27  
OFFICE CLOSED 

Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean up 

28  
Decorate church 9 am 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 

1st Sunday of Advent 

10,000 Villages 

30  

 
 

 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

 

 

Women’s Retreat 

Women’s Retreat 

Pastor Arik on vacation 


