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From the Pastor’s Pen  
Happy Advent and Merry Christmas!!  That’s right!  It’s that time of 

year!  Christmas morning is drawing closer with each passing day, and the 
excitement of the holiday season can be felt in the air.  Christmas remains 
many people’s favorite holiday because they are able to spend precious time 
with friends and loved ones, and also because of how important Christmas 
morning is to the life of our faith.  
 To be sure, this is the time of year when we focus on hospitality and 
love – it is the “Christmassy” thing to do after all – as we join together to 
exchange gifts, sing carols, and treasure the relationships around us. 
However, around this time of year it is easy for us to lose sight of what is 
important in our lives.  Our society and culture places more importance on 
objects and gifts during the holiday season, rather than celebrating what we 
already have in our lives.  Because of this our Advent theme this year is all 
about having an “attitude of gratitude,” so that we may not fall into the trap 
of constantly desiring and wanting more.  This Advent we will be focusing on 
giving thanks for all that we have and for the people we have around us.  
 This theme will take us through the Advent season, all the way until 
December 20 when we will be having a special service of “Lessons and 
Carols” presented by our choir.  It promises to be a wonderful morning as 
we hear the Christmas story and sing some favorite Christmas carols as a 
church.  We hope you can join us for this wonderful event! 
 Soon after, at 7pm that very night (December 20), we will be holding 
our Blue Christmas Service at our church.  It is a candlelight service that 
recognizes that the holidays can be difficult for those who have lost loved 
ones, and we will take time during that service to give voice to that grief and 
that pain.  It was a powerful service last year and I hope you are able to join 
us for this memorable evening.  
 Later on that week, Christmas Eve will be upon us!  We will be having 
two services on Christmas Eve – a family-oriented live nativity service 
starting at 7:00 pm, and an 11:00 pm traditional service with candlelight. 
The church always looks its most beautiful in the last few moments of 
Christmas Eve, as the church is lit by candlelight and we all join together to 
sing “Silent Night.”  I hope you will be able to join us for this wonderful 
evening as we celebrate Christ’s birth.  
 With all that is going on this season let us take time each day to 
pause and remember who we are and whose we are, as we give thanks for 
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all that we have around us.  Let us focus on the 
things we have in our lives, rather than those 
things we desire.  This Advent let us work 
together to foster an “attitude of gratitude,” so 
that we might truly give thanks for the birth of 
Christ into our world. 
 Merry Christmas, everyone! 

Pastor Arik 
 

Moderator’s Moment – Regenia Comerford 
 If you have not attended a recent 
worship service at First Congregational UCC 
North Ridgeville, I urge you to come and sense 
the Holy Spirit circulate the sanctuary, spreading 
joy and a sense of compassion to ALL who are 
welcome here!  It is good to see so many new 
faces in worship each week. 
 As our pastor reaches out to our shut-ins 
may we all think of them and offer good wishes. 
 I wish everyone a beautiful Christmas 
Season blessed with happiness and good health!  
Peace and good wishes from your moderator. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
December is always a busy month for 

everyone but I encourage you to take the time 
to step back and take time for Sabbath.  This 
was one of the mantras that was stressed over 
and over again at the Women’s Retreat.  As a 
family or an individual, try to carve out a 
minimum of 30 minutes each day to reflect on 
the season of Advent and 2015.  Do an activity 
you enjoy, start an Advent tradition at 
dinnertime, take time to read a good book or 
even spend some time visiting/calling someone 
who could benefit from hearing from you.  As 
we welcome in 2016, consider a New Year’s 
resolution that includes your involvement in our 
church.  Join a committee, participate in more 
than one of the many activities sponsored by 
the church boards and VOLUNTEER to 
participate or organize a FUNDRAISER. 

I would also like to challenge our families 
to make a commitment to have their children 
participate in church/Sunday School each and 
every Sunday.  It is up to us as adults to lead by 
example so make 2016 the year that you and 

your family commit to become the UR in 
CH___CH! 

Sunday, December 13 is our second 
annual Gingerbread House Building 

Extravaganza! We will be building the houses 
after coffee hour and should be done by 1:00.  
Bring a lunch to eat during 
coffee hour if you so desire.  
The cost for building each 
house is $3.00 and you will 
also be assigned a candy to 
donate when you register.  
(If cost is an issue, please 
see me.) Registration forms can be found in The 
Messenger, outside Mary’s office, and in 
Fellowship Hall.  NO REGISTRATIONS will be 
accepted after December 10.  Come join the 
fun! 

Finally, a few words about the Women’s 
Retreat…it was an abundantly filled weekend full 
of joy and laughter!  Thirty-seven women 
gathered at Salt Fork Lodge with our focus on 
“taking time for Sabbath.”  It was a heartfelt 
weekend with amazing women including nine of 
our young adult women.  Special thanks to the 
Board of Christian Education for their support 
and to all of the congregation who supported 
the fundraisers that allowed us to pay for half of 
the cost for our young adults!  And to Krista 
O’Neill and Becky Williams…your organization of 
the synchronized swim routine was beyond 
anything we could have imagined.   

 
 

Outreach Committee News – Edie Phillips 
The Holidays are here, the “Giving Tree” 

will be up on November 29 and we can only 
hope that people remember the real reason for 



this holiday season.  Although it is a busy time 
for everyone, please come down to the 
fellowship hall and take a name from the 
tree.  So many children would not have presents 
if not for the Community Care Program.   

Take the ornament off the Giving Tree 
that has the gift/recipient information on it and 
write your name and phone number on the 
other copy, leaving this one on the tree.  Then 
attach the ornament with the recipient’s name/ 
number on it to the gift-wrapped package when 
you return it and place it under the Giving Tree 
in Fellowship Hall.  All gifts for the Giving Tree 
recipients need to be returned to the church by 
Sunday, December 13. 
 Thank you for those who donated food 
for the Thanksgiving Food Drive.  This 
congregation is really awesome!  Thank you, 
Pastor Arik, for delivering the food collected 
during the drive-thru food drive on Make a 
Difference Day.  You are awesome, too! 

If you came to our Hospitality Meal in 
October, you saw the beautiful, colorful fall 
colors on the tables.  You did it again, Carol 
(Scharmann)!  There will not be a dinner in 
December as the last Friday of the month is 
Christmas Day.  However we will have a meal in 
January.  Thank you to all the regulars who 
show up to work at the meals.  You are great 
group to work with. 

Have a wonderful holiday.  Stay well and 

be happy.   
 

Deacons’ Desk – Diana Goode 
If you would be willing to usher on a 

Sunday, please contact one of the Deacons or 
Linda in the church office so we can add you to 
the rotation.  An usher’s duties are to arrive at 
9:15, greet people, pass out bulletins, 
encourage members to wear their nametags, 
get visitors to wear a nametag and write down 
their names, collect the offering during services, 
and straighten pews and books and pick up sign 
in pads and communion cups at the end of 
service.  Presently the rotation runs through in 
two months. 

Please consider joining Deacons- ask 
one of the Deacons what it entails. 

Blue Christmas:  Once again we will have a 
Blue Christmas Service on December 20 at 7 
p.m. for those that are dealing with the loss of 
loved ones, loss of a job, a divorce or end of a 
relationship, living with a disease that spreads 
doubt on the future, or anyone who is just 
hurting during the Christmas season.  As always 
all are invited to attend to reflect and receive 
the support and hope for the future. 
 
Christmas Eve Services:  There will be two 
Christmas Eve Services on December 24:  7 pm 
and 11 pm.  The 7 pm service will be a family 
service reenacting the Christmas Story. 
Attendees will play the parts in the Christmas 
story.  The 11 pm service will be the Candlelight 
Service ending in the lighting of individual 
candles in a circle around the sanctuary while 
singing “Silent Night”.   Come share in the joy of 
the Christmas Story! 
 

 
A DEACON’S MOMENT 

As we move closer to Christmas be 
mindful of the reason for the season.  Nicely 
wrapped presents, twinkling lights, Santa Claus 
and party invitations all point to the beginning of 
the holiday season. The fun and joy you feel in 
the air makes Christmas the most wonderful 
time of the year.  How can you embrace the 
spirit of Christmas, which is more about opening 
your hearts than bright-colored presents?  Love 
is a great part of Christmas celebrations and 
something to be mindful of during the season. 

You can start the spirit of Christmas love 
by extending a friendly hand to someone who 
rubs you the wrong way, by sharing your 
innermost joys and sorrows with your partner, 
or simply being opening to all life has to offer. 
This would be a great time to break from the 
normal routine you’re so accustomed and fill 
your heart with love to carry you through the 
new year just like the Grinch when his heart 
expands threefold in one day. 

Charity is another part of the season and 
provides the most excellent opportunity to 
practice it.  Even though you may not be rich 
you can still go through your closets and donate 
to someone with a need, volunteer at a shelter 



or food bank, or share a talent or resource with 
someone in need.  You will feel lighter and the 
joy of Christmas will lift your heart. 

Speaking of Joy—what brings you joy 
may not be what brings others around you joy. 
Indulge in what brings you joy and then spread 
the energy from your joy to others around you 
and watch it spread outward infectiously. 
Acknowledging the love and the relationships 
around you is the essence of the season. 
Showing gratitude to those you love by thanking 
them is an important part of this.  Make a call to 
someone you haven’t seen in a while, bake 
cookies for a neighbor or friend, or create 
something that makes the person feel important 
and appreciated.  Create an environment that 
fosters this mindset throughout the year.  

Make this Christmas season a time to love 
and get hooked on the Christmas joys!  Keep 
God and Jesus in your heart!  Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 
 

Trustees’ Turn 
I can hardly believe that I am writing this 

the week before Thanksgiving and it’s expected 
to be nearly sixty degrees outside!  I hope that 
when this message reaches you the weather is 
still just as beautiful. 

The Trustees have been very busy this 
month taking the necessary steps to kick some 
projects into gear.  We have secured our pricing 
with Griffith Paving for the coming year to 
expand the parking lot on the east side of the 
property.  This addition will allow for approx. 25 
new parking spots and avoid the need for us to 
fill the funeral home parking lot on a full 
Sunday.  This expansion will also replace the 
part of the parking lot to be lost when Center 
Ridge Road is widened.  Details are in the 
works. 

George’s Roofing is busy putting together 
a quote to repair the mid-peak damage that has 
created a new water spot in the center of our 
ceiling in the sanctuary.  There are a few other 
minor issues that will be repaired summarily as 
well on the west side of the roof.  

Busy, busy in the interviewing process to 
find our new maintenance person but we have it 

narrowed down to just a couple of great 
candidates.  A decision on that is expected soon.  
A big thank you goes to Jack Fitts for helping 
with the interview process.  

I certainly hope that this holiday season 
finds everyone well.  Spend as much time with 
family as the days will allow and always 
remember what is important this season.  

This month’s random trivia:  Over 25% of 
all emails are sent during the holidays. 

Yours in Friendship and Trust, 
Chris Frederick-Chairman 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All donations for 2015 
must be turned in by December 31 to be 
applied toward your 2015 giving 
statement. 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Women’s Book Club:   On December 14 we will 
be discussing Visions of Sugar Plums by Janet 
Evanovich.  Regular book club gatherings are at 
the church at 7 p.m.  All women are welcome! 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
11/29 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 
12/6 Bob Franks, Chris Frederick, Marge Baker 
12/13 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
12/20 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 
12/27 Millie Gilly, Bill & Charis Meehan 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
11/29 Cady Kyser 
12/6 Brian Frederick 
12/13 Eli Kyser 
12/20 Claire Wolanski 
12/27 Rhys Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12/1 Collin Nestelle 
12/2 David Mytnick 
12/2 Rebecca Stamper 
12/4 Roy Dreger 
12/5 Betsy Wiley 
12/6 Larry Mytnick 
12/8 Jack Fitts 
12/15 Carol Schubert 
12/20 Betty Fitts 
12/21 Shane Paramore 
12/26 Lori Comerford 
12/31 Pat Chapman  

  12/17 Chris & Bridget Frederick 
  12/28 Chris & Kari Dlugosz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
 I want to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a healthy, happy New Year! 
 Our children and grandchildren are 
growing up in a world of amazing technology, 
very different from our world of 20-60 years ago 
(no surprise).  Sometimes it’s hard to know how 
to manage their media usage.  Some parents 
are just as immersed in the media as their 
children.  I have included just one source of how 
to help your children manage media use.  Pay 
attention to how you use media – children 
emulate their parents.  Parents need to have 
conversations with their children; perhaps you 
can involve them in holiday preparations. 

 

 

Help Your Children Manage Media Usage 
Smartphones, social media and TV take up large 
chunks of most kids’ days. 
 American children and teens have almost 
constant exposure to a wide range of media, 
such as smart phones, social media and 
television.  Kids’ use of such media must be 
carefully managed, child experts say. 
 Excessive media use has been associated 
with obesity, lack of sleep, school problems, 
aggression and other behavior problems, 
according to the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP). 
 The group said a recent study found that 
8- to 10-year-olds spend an average of nearly 
eight hours a day with media, and the daily 
average for older children and teens is more 
than 11 hours.  About three-quarters of 12- to 
17-year-olds own cellphones, and nearly all 
teens use text messaging. 
 Parents should help their children learn to 
be selective in their media use, and take an 
active role in educating their children by viewing 
programs with them and discussing values, 
according to the statement.  Parents also should 

make a media plan for their children.  It should 
include mealtime and bedtime curfews and 
should ban media in kids’ bedrooms. 
 Limit children’s entertainment screen time 
to less than one or two hours a day, the experts 
said.  Children younger than 2 years old should 
not have any screen time.  Pediatricians should 
ask parents how much time their children spend 
with media and if there is a television or 
internet-connected device in the child’s 
bedroom.  More details about media use should 
be gathered if children or teens are at risk for 
obesity, aggression, substance use or school 
problems. 
 The policy statement urged pediatricians 
to work with schools to encourage media 
education, innovative use of technology to help 
students learn and the creation of rules about 
what content is suitable for access on devices in 
the classroom. 

 
 
 
A holiday recipe for you: 

Spiced Cranberry Chutney 
●Combine 6 oz (1½ cups) fresh or frozen 
cranberries, ½ cup hot or sweet pepper jelly, ¼ 
cup golden raisins, 2 Tbsp each dark brown 
sugar and cider vinegar, ½ tsp each coriander 
and mustard seeds, and 3” strip of lemon zest in 
saucepan.  Simmer over medium-low heat, 
stirring occasionally, 15 minutes. 
●Add ½ cup chopped red onion.  Simmer, 
stirring, until thickened, 5 minutes. 
●Transfer to bowl and chill until cold.  (Makes 
1¾ cups)  Use as a sandwich spread or serve 
with roasted meat. 
 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1  
 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

2  
Choir 7 pm 

3  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

4  
Craft Show set up  
6-8 pm (crafters) 

5  
Craft Show 9 am – 4 pm 
Set up 7-8:30 am 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

6  
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Communion 

Outreach 9 am 

Deacons after service 

7  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

8  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

9  
Choir 7 pm 

10  
Gingerbread house 
registrations due 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

11  
 

12  
Gingerbread house prep 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

13  
3rd Sunday of Advent 

December birthdays 

Gingerbread house 
extravaganza! 

14  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
Choir 7 pm 

17  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

20  
4th Sunday of Advent 

Communion 

Blue Christmas Svc. 7 pm 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

23  
Choir 7 pm 

24  
Christmas Eve 
Family svc. 7 pm 
Candlelight svc. 11 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

25  
Christmas Day 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

27  
Pastor Parish mtg. after 
svc. 

28  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

30  
Choir 7 pm 

31  
New Year’s Eve 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm  
Al-Anon 8 pm 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 


