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From the Pastor’s Pen 
February is here!  We are already a month into 2016 and as we 

charge ahead into the New Year, there are many things going on in our 
church that are worth noticing.  Believe it or not, Lent is starting early this 
year!  Ash Wednesday is on February 10 and as is our yearly tradition, we 
will be hosting an Ash Wednesday service at 7 pm that evening.  It will be a 
time of reflection and music as we prepare ourselves to journey with Jesus 
up through Easter morning. 
 As part of our Lenten season we will be hosting an intergenerational 
study every Tuesday night from 6-7:30 pm from February 16 up until Holy 
Week begins. This Lenten series will focus on the spiritual practice of 
“prayer” and we will examine the different ways prayer can be practiced in 
our lives.  The series will include exploring guided meditations, “pew yoga,” 
prayer through coloring, and much, much more!  A simple dinner will begin 
our time together each week before we split off into groups.  The children 
will be participating in prayer activities as well, so bring the whole family as 
we learn about the spiritual practice of prayer! 
 Additionally, as part of the New Year, we have also kicked off a 
weekly mid-week message podcast that can be found on our website.  This 
is a short 5-10 minute audio recording that is posted every Tuesday that 
provides us with a chance to think about ourselves and our faith during the 
week.  This podcast will be a weekly addition to our website so make sure to 
check back regularly and discover how we can practice our faith outside of 
our Sunday morning worship services! 
 As we prepare to enter into Lent together as a faith community, let us 
remain focused on who we are and remember the one who has called us on 
this journey.  Let us continue to show love and support to one another as we 
journey toward Easter morning so that we all may continue to do the work of 
God in our community and world.  

Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Arik  

 
 
 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
February is here and we are one month closer to spring and warmer 

weather.  Ash Wednesday is approaching and with it the Lenten season,
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another harbinger of spring.  I don't know about 
you, but it seems as if I just put the Christmas 
decorations away.  (Actually, this is being 
written in January and I did just put them 
away.)   I would like to take this time to 
personally thank the volunteers that dealt with 
putting the church’s decorations up and taking 
them down.  Everything looked beautiful! 
         This is generally considered a “low” time 
in the year for church attendance and not just in 
our church.  There are various reasons for this, 
but the fact is that the bills don't slow down 
when attendance does.  If you have missed a 
Sunday (or two), please try to keep your 
pledges up-to-date.  Also, those in need still 
need help, and your contributions to the 
Minister's Discretionary Fund are needed just as 
much now as they were during the Christmas 
season. 

Thank you to Kari & Chris Dlugosz (from 
Kari’s work) for the file cabinet for storing choir 

music.  More cabinets are 
needed, so if you know of one, 
please consider a donation.  The 
free music that was obtained by 
Ron Gibson needs a 
home!  Actually, it was not 
free.  Ron spent his own time 
sorting through many file 

cabinets and stacks of music to get those pieces 
he thought would fit our choir as well as our 
congregation. 

Speaking of choir, more people are 
needed.  When family duties, vacations and 
sickness occur, the loss is pronounced.  One 
Sunday in January there were only five 
members for the anthem, and only two were left 
at the closing for the benediction.  There are 
many more anthems that could be done if there 
were more voices.  It is a big challenge to put 
together the music for the service when you 
don't know how many will be able to be at 
practice or at the service.  You don't have to 
have a great voice.  As Henry David Thoreau 
said, "The woods would be silent if the best 
birds were the only ones that sing." 

Finally, the volunteers of the many 
boards are very important in the life of the 
Church.  I want to thank them for taking the 

time out of their lives to attend the meetings 
and do the work.  You might not know of their 
work, but you see it every time you are at the 
Church. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
It seems like we just celebrated 

Christmas and we are now readying 
ourselves for Lent.  This year Lent 
begins with Ash Wednesday on 
February 10.  As the custom at 
First Congregational, we will “put 
away the alleluias” during our 
Mardi Gras celebration on 
Sunday, February 7.  As this is also Super 
Bowl Sunday, we will begin our Mardi Gras 
celebration immediately after church with our 
traditional meal of pancakes and sausage.  We 
will “put away the alleluias”, crown our “Keeper 
of the Alleluias” and have our traditional 
pancake races.  We will be done no later than 
1:00 which will give everyone plenty of time to 
prepare for the Super Bowl.  So get out your 
Mardi Gras beads and masks and join us for this 
FUN celebration!! 

Sunday, February 7 is also SOUPER 
BOWL of CARING Sunday.  Please bring your 

change that Sunday and 
dump it in the soup pots the 
children will have at the 
entrances to the sanctuary. 
What is Souper Bowl of 
Caring?  It is a grassroots 
effort started over 20 years 
ago by youth groups to raise 

money on Super Bowl Sunday to feed those in 
need in their communities.  It has grown to a 
national effort by youth across the United States 
and we have participated for at least 15 of those 
years!  All money collected in our soup pots will 
go to Community Care to help service the 
residents of North Ridgeville.  Please give 
generously! 

Sunday, February 7 is 
also SOUP SALE Sunday.  
Please order your quarts of 
chicken noodle soup or chili by 
February 1.  The cost is $8.00 



a quart.  Proceeds from this sale will help defray 
the costs for the Women’s Retreat in 2017.  Did 
you know that we were able to pay for half of 
the cost of 9 young adults and 2 other women 
who would not have been able to attend without 
the funds designated from the last two years of 
the soup sale?  Please use the form in the 
Messenger or the Sunday bulletin to order your 
soup! 

This year we will be supporting 
Community Care with a special Lenten project.  
We will be filling birthday bags for families who 
would not be able to celebrate their children’s 
birthdays without our help.  We did this project 
a few years ago and it was 
very successful and 
Community Care is in need of 
more of them!  Our goal is 50 
filled bags so please consider 
helping by filling 1-2 bags.  It 
is very easy.  Get a birthday 
bag and add the following “ingredients”:   
� a box of cake mix 
� a can of frosting 
� a box of candles 
� birthday plates and napkins 
� and if you desire balloons, horns or 

anything else you want! 
(Marc’s, Dollar Tree and Aldi’s are the best 
places to get reasonable prices)  Bags can be 
boy/girl specific or gender neutral.  Return the 
filled bag to my office by Palm Sunday.  If you 
don’t have the time to do it but are willing to 
donate $6-10, our committee will by the 
“ingredients” and fill the bag for you!   

Finally, you will begin to see once a 
month as you enter the sanctuary, children with 

“pig buckets”.  We are collecting 
money to support our Heifer Project:  
buying a pig!  We hope to raise the 
$120 needed to purchase the pig.  We 
have already raised $45 towards our 
goal.  Please consider emptying your 

change from your pocket and wallets that 
Sunday and dumping it into our pig buckets.  In 
February, it will be on February 21. 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
Christmas Giving Tree:  Thanks to you, our 
giving family at First Congregational Church, ALL 
the ornament requests were answered and 
delivered on time.  Thank you again for your 
generosity and know there were a lot of happy 
folks out there because of YOU. 

Hospitality with a Heart:  As you read this, 
January’s meal will already be a memory made 
possible through the helping hands of many of 
you and Edie Phillips, our meal planner.  Thanks 
again to Carol and Fred Scharmann for making 
our table settings so attractive every month and 
for the help of those setting up and taking down 
the tables.  Together, much is accomplished.  
Thank you all!  Our next meal will be on Friday, 
February 26.  See you there! 

Fundraiser Luncheon:  On Sunday, February 
28 instead of our regular coffee hour Outreach 
asks that you attend our spaghetti luncheon 
to raise funds to support the monthly Hospitality 
meals.  Salad, rolls and dessert round out a 
delicious change of pace.  More information 
coming… 

Stained Glass Window Fundraiser:  Dine out at 
Fiesta Jalapeños, located at Lear Nagle and 
Center Ridge in North Ridgeville, all day long on 
Thursday, March 31 and help raise funds to 
refurbish our beautiful stained glass windows on 
the front of the church that need some TLC.  
Take the flier that will be in next month’s 
newsletter and bulletins with you and Fiesta 
Jalapeños will give 20% of your bill back to our 
church.   

Food for thought – Let’s not sit back and watch 
what will happen…instead, let’s be the ones to 
make something happen for the good of all.  
With God’s help, we can do it! 

 

Deacons’ Desk 
The following are the responsibilities of 

the ushers/greeters for the Sunday services.  If 
after reading you have any questions, please 
ask a member of the Board of Deacons or Pastor 
Arik.  If you would like to be added to the 
ushers/greeters rotation, please contact Diana 

Goode, Lynne Petroff or the church secretary. 



 
There should be three or four ushers for each 
Sunday service.  The Deacon of the Week may 
fill in as the fourth usher if only three ushers 
have been assigned.  Ushers should arrive at 
least 30 minutes before the service starts.   

Before Church Duties (The Deacon of the Week 
should designate the following duties) 
●One usher reports to each sanctuary entrance 
to pass out bulletins and offer assistance as 
needed finding a seat.    
●One usher to greet and help with nametags 
and remind members/regulars to wear theirs.  
Have visitors fill out a sticker nametag.  If visitor 
has come more than once, make a note with 
their name on it for the secretary to make a 
permanent one. 
●One usher should be assigned to the side 
entrance glass doors to greet those coming in 
and direct visitors with small children to the 
nursery, show them where the Sunday school 
rooms are, etc. 

Offering Collection During the Service 
Ushers should gather at the back of the church 
prior to the Offertory.  A deacon will give each 
usher a collection plate.  Two ushers will go to 
the side aisles, the other two will stay in the 
middle.  When the organist begins to play, all 
should walk forward to the front pews.  Ushers 
should pass the plates down alternate rows and 
retrieve the plate coming toward them.  If there 
are only a few people on one end of the pew, 
the nearest usher may hold the plate for them 
without having them pass it, and move on to the 
next row.  If possible, ushers should try to move 
together and stay in sync with each other and 
the ushers on the other side of the sanctuary.   
When the collection is complete, consolidate the 
monies into two of the plates (the other two 
plates can be put on the narthex table).  As the 
Doxology begins, two ushers should walk to the 
altar steps with the plates.  If there is not 
communion that day, the pastor will take the 

plates and set them on the altar; the ushers will 
stay there until after the prayer.  If there is 
communion, the ushers will hold onto the 
offering plates and after the prayer, take them 
back to the narthex and give them to the 
Deacon of the Week, moderator, or treasurer.   

After Church Duties 
●Collect Friendship Pad Slips – Tear off that 
day’s slip from each pad and give them to the 
Deacon of the Week.  Open each pad and return 
it to each pew near the center aisle.  If a 
pen/pencil is missing or the pad needs more 
slips, inform the Deacon of the Week. 
●Straighten Pews – Collect any trash in the 
pews or on the floor.   Organize hymnals and 
bibles to a uniform and orderly manner. 
●Communion Cups – If Communion was served, 
collect and discard all used cups from the pew 
racks. 
 

Parish Nurse’s Notes:  Karen Dreger 
As cold snowy weather persists, I become 

more concerned about the increased risk of 
falling for our church members, friends and 
family.  Falling has become a growing public 
health crisis, especially for those 45 and 
older.  I'm in my 60's so I fall in that group and 
am aware that my balance is not as good as it 
used to be.  Sidewalks and parking lots are 
especially hazardous after bad weather.  We 
need to think ahead -- do I need to go out 
now?  Should I use a cane to steady myself?  Do 
I have the proper footwear? 

Falls happen indoors, too.  Wet floors are 
slippery.  Have a moisture absorbing mat that 
won't slip by entrances.  Use grab bars in the 
bathroom.  Wear slippers and shoes that provide 
traction.  If you need to use a ladder or step 
stool, have someone with you.  Some people 
have fallen and not been found for a while.  
Consider a “life line” if you live alone.  Don't let 
your pride or self-consciousness get in the way 
of being safe.  It is smart to take precautions. 

Balance training programs are on the 
rise.  Check with the senior center in your area 
or the Lorain County Office on Aging.  Talk to 
your doctor about any falls you have.  Stay 
warm and stay safe. 



The Trustees’ Turn 
A busy month is planned for the Trustees. 

As I write this we are on the schedule for a roof 
repair, we’re expecting our final quote in regards 
to repairing our stained glass, and we welcome 
our newest hire, Zach, into his new role as 
maintenance tech for our church.  As the 
weather begins to break, we will see much more 
happening.  Our parking lot project is expected 
to begin in early spring, as will additional work 
on our steeple.  We will also be placing our old 
sign out front and fixing it to a pair of 4x4 posts 
as a temporary solution until the widening 
project is completed and we know exactly where 
we lie as far as property lines are concerned.   
Much information is included in my report for 
the annual meeting; so if you do not have a 
copy and would like to see what was discussed 
from our end, please get with me.  

If there are any specific projects that you 
feel may be necessary or that we are perhaps 
overlooking, please contact any trustee.  2016 
promises to be a very busy year for execution 
on many of our to-do items.  We remain 
committed in our mission to keep our church in 
top working order for years and years to come, 
and we are focused squarely on building for the 
future.  Looking forward to all of the 
productivity. 

This month’s random trivia:  The Anglo 
Saxons called February 'Sol-monath' (cake-
month) because cakes were offered to the gods 
during that month.  February was also known to 
the Saxons as “sprout-kale” from the sprouting 
of cabbage or kale 

Yours in Friendship and Trust, 
Chris Frederick-Chairman 

 
 

Women’s Book Club:   The book for the 
February 15th discussion is Sea Keepers 

Daughter by Lisa Wingate 
and the book for the 
March 21st discussion is 
Wrongful Death by L.J. 
Sellars.  Regular book club 
gatherings are at the 

church at 7 p.m.  All women are welcome! 

 
2/4 Bejie Chapman 
2/9 Mary Karlovec 
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 Sean Hannold 
 Jacob Chalkwater 
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2/13 Anne Schreiber 
2/15 Harry Berg 
 Gwen Poe 
2/17 Bob Elliott 
2/18 Nancy Franks 
 Abigail Anderson 
2/19 Peg Hopkins 
 Claire Wolanski 
2/22 Jean Gardner 
2/25 Shirley McVeigh 
2/26 Fred Scharmann 
 Ethan Williams 
2/28 Daryl Von Benken 
 John Chapman 

  2/1 Bill & Regenia Comerford 
  2/14 Sonny & Carol Schubert 
 

 

 

Ushers & Greeters 
February  

7 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 
14 Bob Franks, Chris Frederick, Marge Baker 
21 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
28 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
February  

7 Eli Kyser 
14 Claire Wolanski 
21 Rhys Kyser 
28 Arden Dlugosz 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 



D ear Church F am ily, 

 Thank you  so m uch for your generous 

Christm as gift.  It w as so nice of you to  express 

your appreciation  for m y w ork in  this w ay.  I am  

happy to continue to  serve you through  m y job  as 

custodian. 

H appy &  H ealthy N ew  Y ear, 

B etsy W iley  

 

D ear (T rustees of) F irst Congregational Church, 

 Thank you  so very  m uch for the Christm as 

honorarium !  I  appreciate the thoughtfulness and 

kindness that it represents!  N ot to  m ention the 

generosity!  P lease accept m y w ell w ishes for the 

N ew  Y ear 2016!  M ay G od attend  you  and all of 

the F irst Congregational Church  F am ily. 

Sincerely yours, 

R onald G ibson  

 

  

 

 

February is “the month of love”.  
A good time to remember… 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.ctainc.com/category/Resource-and-Idea-Center_ 
Seasonal-and-Events_Valentines-Day_No-Greater-Love 

 

 

 

 

Military Personnel Addresses Needed 
The Board of Outreach has taken over sending 
care packages to our service people who are 
deployed overseas.  (Thank you to Florence 
Garner who was in charge of this for many years!)  
Please contact any Outreach member or the 
church secretary with the address(es) of any 
military personnel. 

All of the church boards have been 
asked to keep the kiosk in Fellowship 
Hall updated so be sure to check it out 
when you are at coffee hour! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

2  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

3  
Choir 7 pm 
 

4  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

5  
CE Soup prep 6:30 pm 

6  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

7  
Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Soup/Chili Sale 

Mardi Gras @ coffee hr. 

Deacons mtg. after svc. 

8  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 

 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

9  

 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

10  
Ash Wednesday 
Soup & Bread Supper  
6 pm; Service 7 pm 
 

11  

 
 
Al-Anon anniversary 
5:30-9:30 pm 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm (up) 

12  
 

13  
 
 

 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

14  
1st Sunday in Lent 

February birthdays 
celebration 

15  
OFFICE CLOSED 
Presidents’ Day 

Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

16  
Lenten Study  
6-7:30 pm 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

17  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 

18  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

19  
 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

21  
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Communion 
 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

23  
Lenten Study  
6-7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

24  
Choir 7 pm 

25  
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

26  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

27  
Community Care’s 
Soup for the Spirit 
6-11 pm @ Tom’s 
Country Place 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

28  
3rd Sunday in Lent 

Outreach Spaghetti 
Lunch Fundraiser for 
Hospitality meals 
 

29  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

 

Pastor Arik out of town 



 


