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From the Pastor’s Pen  

 March is here, and with it comes the promise of 
life breaking forth into our world as winter fades and 
spring approaches!  As we celebrate the emergence of 
new life in our world, we also gather together for several 
church events this month including our celebration on 
Easter morning!  Let us look ahead to see what special 
events are taking place in our community: 
 To begin, the very first Sunday of this month we 
will be taking a closer look at the practice of prayer 
through the ages, and examining the importance of prayer on our own faith 
journeys.  I encourage everyone to be present for this service as there will 
be two special videos shown about prayer that feature our Sunday School 
children!  Trust me - you don’t want to miss it! 
 Speaking of prayer… we are in the midst of our Lenten Series that 
takes place every Tuesday night this month up to Holy Week.  We meet at 
6:00 pm for a light dinner followed by an hour of exploring different types of 
prayer practices together.  It is an intergenerational event as the children will 
spend some time doing homework and reading before learning about prayer 
as well, so bring the whole family for this wonderful series! 
 Later this month we will celebrate Palm Sunday on March 20 and we 
will take time that day to rejoice as Jesus makes his triumphant entrance 
into Jerusalem.  We will also take time during the service to prepare 
ourselves for the emotional week ahead.  At the end of the service there will 
be a stripping of the altar as we prepare our sanctuary for our Maundy 
Thursday service, which will take place on the 24th at 7:00 pm.  
 On Friday of Holy Week we will be joining with our Christian brothers 
and sisters in North Ridgeville to participate in our annual “Cross Walk” as 
we carry a cross from South Central Park to the corner of Rt. 83 and Center 
Ridge Road.  It will be a time of prayer, hymns, and solemnity as we 
recognize the sacrifice that Jesus made for us all. 
 Finally, on Easter morning we will celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with 
two services – a sunrise service at 7:30 am and our regular worship service 
at 10:00 am.  There will be a small Easter breakfast following the Sunrise 
service so feel free to come to both services as we celebrate that death does 
not have the final word in life. 
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 As we approach Easter morning, let us do 
so with hearts overflowing with love and 
compassion.  Let us continue to center ourselves 
in God and let us (re)lent to God, who continues 
to be at work in our world and in our lives.  
Happy Easter, everyone!! 

 Blessings and Peace,  
 Pastor Arik 

 

 
 

Palm Sunday Service, 10 am - a wonderful 

service full of celebration concluding with the 
stripping of the altar to set the stage and prepare us 
for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm - a service of 

communion as we listen to the story of Christ's 
passion, crucifixion, and death 

Good Friday Community Cross Walk, 5:30 pm - 
we will walk from the gazebo in South Central Park 
carrying a cross, serving as a reminder to us that we 
are called to follow Christ to the very end 

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service, 7:30 am  

Easter Breakfast following Sunrise Service 

Easter Service, 10 am - a time of joy and 

celebration as we celebrate that life and love are far 
more powerful than death 

 
 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 

We have a compact disc player that can 
play as many as 5 different CDs.  The other day 
Karen and I were listening to a new CD and 
when it was over, the system switched to the 
next CD as it is supposed to.  That CD turned 
out to be Christmas music and my first thought 
was to turn it off or move to a different CD; but 
instead, I let it play.  I like Christmas music and 
have been known to listen to it in the summer 
as well as during the Christmas season.  The 
Lenten season seems to be so dark and solemn 
and wouldn't it be nice to have that happy 
Christmas feeling all year long?  

However, the more I thought about it, 
the more I saw the need for this period of 
inward reflection.  After all, if every day felt like 

Christmas, Christmas would become just 
another day.  And while the Lenten season is 
solemn, Easter Day is joyful.  Additionally, 
without Easter, would Christmas be as special?  
Would Christmas be filled with the hope and 
promise that Easter gives it?  Thinking on it 
even more, I thought maybe Easter really is - or 
should be - the most joyful of all the Christian 
holidays, as well as the most important.  Isn't it 
funny how a few songs out of season can 
provoke so much thought? 

Easter is also a precursor of spring and 
the end of cold weather (except maybe in 
northern Ohio!)  Since this is being written in 
February during the coldest weather yet this 
winter, I sure hope it is warmer when this is 
being read.  Even if the weather turns out to not 
be the best, I hope everyone has a truly happy 
Easter! 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 

February was a busy month for Christian 
Education.  We celebrated Mardi Gras with 
pancakes and we put away the Alleluias.  We 
hosted a wonderful brunch on Valentine’s Day.  
We sold 40 quarts of soup/chili with the profits 
earmarked for next year’s women’s retreat.  We 
participated in the national Souper Bowl of 
Caring and raised $163 for Community Care. 
And…we held a fundraiser for the naming rights 
of our PIG for Heifer International, raising 
$77.75.  And the winning name is…”Little 
Helper” submitted by Abby Anderson.  Add to 
that… I am working with Pastor Arik on the 
Lenten Prayer series!  Whew!! 

Our numbers continue to grow in church 
school…and we need help.  If you are interested 
in finding out what teaching Sunday School is all 
about, please plan on participating in “Shadow 
Sunday” on March 13.  On this day you can join 
us during Sunday School to see what it is all 
about.  We are looking for people who are 
willing to commit to one or two Sundays a 
month on a regular basis to co-teach or support 
the teachers in the classrooms.  We cannot 
continue to support our Sunday School program 
on the minimal help we have.  Please consider 
joining our mission! 



Just a reminder that we are making 
birthday bags for Community Care as our 
Lenten service project.  Just grab a birthday bag 
and fill it with a box of cake mix, frosting, 
candles, birthday plates/napkins and if you 

desire birthday hats and/or other 
birthday trinkets.  (Aldi’s, Marc”s 
and the Dollar Tree are good 
sources of supplies.)  If you 
would rather donate $7-10 we 
will purchase the “ingredients” to 
put in your bag.  So far we only 

have 5 filled!  We would like to have at least 25 
by Easter Sunday to give to Community Care so 
please consider helping out! 

Did you know that the children in Sunday 
School have offering envelopes this year?  Each 
Sunday during our time “Under the Tent” we 
collect our offering.  The children are asked 
each week what they did to earn their offering 
for the week.  I have been very humbled by 
some of their responses.  The children are also 
excited to know that people have noticed they 
are giving! 

Save the date…. VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL will be Sunday, June 
12 - Tuesday June 14 from 6-
8:30 pm.  (Note the month 
change!)  This will be an 
intergenerational event.  Our 
theme will be “Fiesta!” 

Finally, Easter Sunday is an all-family 
worship day.  Child 
care will be 
available for those 
children under 3 
years of age.  
Packets will be 
available for our 
children during 
worship time.  We 
will be bringing 
back the Alleluias!  
They have been in 
the safe keeping of 
our “Keeper of the 

Alleluias“, Andrea Summer. 
Happy Easter and Happy Spring! 

 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 

 Welcome!  Our newsletter contains a lot 
of information this is worthy of your time… 
beginning with: 

Stained Glass Window Fundraiser at 
Ridgeville Laser Wash generated $235 thanks 
to you and Ray (from Laser Wash) who 
apologized for the temporary inconvenience of 
the discount code not working with an additional 
donation.  The donation code remains available 
for our use with the same benefit to the church.  
Flyers are available around the church with the 
code and instructions. 

Genesis House (Lorain County Safe Harbor) 
picked up the large box of personal items you 
provided for the many families in transit due to 
unsafe living conditions at home who seek out 
help to make it through a night in safety.  They 
thank you for caring. 

One Great Hour of Sharing collection this 
month is called “Walk the Extra Mile” lifting 
biblical text telling Christians to “weep with 
those who weep” when forces beyond control 
take over, “rejoice with those who rejoice” 
(Romans 12:15) when things get better.  We 
have the power to make a difference for those 
living in despair all over the world and right here 
at home.  Our monetary gifts can make a huge 
difference in a life experiencing famine, war, 
displacement, disaster or family separation.  
When used collectively, our gifts are life 
changing!  “Walk the EXTRA MILE”.  Be 
generous in giving.  Envelopes and flyers will be 
in your Sunday bulletins with the last day of the 
collection on Palm Sunday.  Thank you! 

Are you ready for a Mexican experience?  
Mark your calendar for Thursday, March 31 

and plan to dine at 
Fiesta Jalapeños in 

North Ridgeville any time 
from 11 am to 10 pm and 
20% of your check will be 

donated to the church to help 
fund our stained glass window repair/ 
restoration.  Must present flier (available in this 
newsletter, on our website or from the church 
office) upon visit. 



Hospitality with a Heart – Come help us at 
the Hospitality with a Heart community outreach 
meal on Friday, March 25.  Set up is at 4 pm, 
the meal is served at 6 pm and clean-up is at 7 
pm.  We appreciate your service! 

Food for thought:  “And in the end, it’s not the years 
in your life that count, it’s the life in your years.”  Let 
the life in your years be fruitful for the Lord. 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Vi Elrod 

 As I sit in church on Sunday mornings I 
see so many young children getting involved in 
our services.  Family is so important; we must 
stop and listen to what they are trying to tell us.  
Don’t be too busy to sit down for a 
conversation, no matter how busy you might be.  
We might all be surprised at what they say and 
do.  We might not get a second chance to hear 
them.  If they ask questions, try to answer 
honestly and openly.  If they ask for advice, give 
it from the heart.  Give encouragement; lift up 
their hopes and desires.  Most of all, tell them 
how much they are loved—they are our future. 
 Spring is just around the corner.  Let us 
get prepared to enjoy to the fullest what we 
have and not expect more than what God 
blessed us with. 
 

Trustees’ Turn 

Well, I thought that we would escape 
relatively untouched from ol’ man winter, but 
alas to no avail.  Hopefully everyone has been 
taking time to enjoy this season and that you 
are starting to think spring!  It will be here 
before you know it.  

Pete Veliconia and I interviewed another 
round of candidates to fill our vacant 
maintenance slot and believe that we have 
made a good choice.  This week I will begin the 
process of hiring another part-time employee to 
fill the spot and help our church get some things 
taken care of.  

This month’s meeting went off without a 
hitch, despite my having to sit this one out as I 
was recouping from surgery so I am very 
appreciative of everyone’s understanding.  The 
group has decided to sanction a portion of 

Mary’s office in CE to display historical photos 
and documents for folks to peruse at their 
leisure.  Additionally, Diana Goode acquired a 
few file cabinets from the Keystone School sale 
that will be placed in the CE room to house 
documents, thus freeing up space in other 
areas. 

We are working to have some interior 
directional signage created at the behest of 
council to help direct folks unfamiliar with our 
layout.  With over ten folks tentatively slated to 
attend the new member classes, it is clear that 
we are attracting many more folks than before 
so we want to be sure that everyone knows 
where they’re heading when in attendance. 

Finally, in accordance with our insurance 
company, we had our stove hood professionally 
cleaned earlier in the month.  As the season 
proceeds, we will be embarking on many 
scheduled projects so keep an ear out and read 
your newsletters to follow along! 
This month’s random trivia:  On Sundays in 
Columbus, OH it is technically against the law to sell 
Corn Flakes. 

Yours in Friendship and Trust, 
Chris Frederick, Chairman 

 

 

Parish Nurse’s Notes:  Karen Dreger 

 As spring approaches, we think of new 
beginnings.  The Health Ministry/Parish Nursing 
Program combines the healing ministry of the 
church with healthcare that focuses on the 
whole person – body, mind and spirit – to 
promote wellness, disease prevention and 
health. 
 We would like the congregation to help 
us identify and carry out health initiatives for a 
healthier congregation and, ultimately, the 
community.  Please let Lynne Petroff or myself 
know if you have a suggestion or question.  
More information will be forthcoming. 
 Lead contamination has been in the news 
lately so I have included the following 
information on lead issues.  Please share this 
information with those who may not be aware of 
the many places lead can be found and the 
problems lead can cause. 



Lead 
Did you know… 

 Many homes built before 1978 have lead-
based paint? 

 24 million homes in the United States have 
peeling or chipping lead-based paint or high 
levels of lead in dust? 

 Infants and children under six, and pregnant 
women should have their blood tested for 
lead? 

 In the United States, children from low-
income families are eight times more likely to 
get lead poisoned? 

What is it? 
Lead is a toxic metal used in a variety of products 
and materials.  When lead is absorbed into the body, 
it can cause damage to the brain and other vital 
organs like the kidneys, nerves and blood.  Some 
symptoms of lead poisoning may include headaches, 
stomachaches, nausea, tiredness, and irritability.  
Lead can also harm children without causing any 
obvious symptoms. 
In homes built before 1978, treat peeling paint as a 
lead hazard unless proven otherwise. 
Lead-Based paint hazard control assistance for 
owner- or renter-occupied housing 
Lorain County received funding from the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) to address lead-based paint hazards in 
households that meet certain income restrictions 
and have at least one child under the age of six (6) 
that either lives at or regularly visits the house.  
Eligible families that live in homes constructed prior 
to 1978 will receive a lead risk assessment to 
determine if there are lead poisoning hazards.  
Assistance is available to provide lead-safe living 
condition for the residents of Lorain County. 
You may be eligible for the program if: 

1. You live in Lorain County. 
2. You are the owner-occupant of the single 

family dwelling.  Landlords may be eligible for 
assistance from this grant. 

3. Your annual household income does not 
exceed income requirements that are based 
on your family size.  These limits follow the 
Section 8 guidelines and vary by community 
and number of people residing in the 
household.  A family of four (4) may earn up 

to approx. $50,000 per year to be eligible for 
this assistance. 

For more information… 
To find out more and to apply, contact: 

Patricia Lines 
Lines and Associates, Inc. 
P.O. Box 457 
Avon, OH 44011 
Telephone:  440-892-7873 
Email:  plines@lines-Assoc.com 

or 
City of Lorain Community Development Dept. 
200 West Erie Avenue, 5th Floor 
Lorain, OH 44052 
Telephone:  440-204-2020 

 
 
 

 
 

We are pleased to announce that the 

new church directories are being 

printed and will be available at the 

beginning of March!!  This process took 

much longer than anticipated since we 

decided to save some money and put 

it together “in house” and we thank 

you for your patience!   

Suggested donation $3.00 per copy. 

Please see Linda Matis 

beginning March 6* to get your new 

2016 church directory. 

*anticipated date of availability 
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Women’s Book Club:  The book for the March 
21st discussion is Wrongful Death by L.J. Sellars.  
For the April 18th book club discussion, we will 
read Following Atticus by Tom Ryan.  Regular 
book club gatherings are at the church at 7 p.m.  
All women are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 

3/2 Nema Saleem 
3/4 Vonnie Packard 
3/7 Jane Woravka 
 Brian Frederick 
 Melissa Griffith 
3/16 Barb Tobin 

Joe Chalkwater 
3/19 Judy Angeline 
3/27 Jim Yost 
3/28 Tommy Malinich 
3/30 Arden Dlugosz 
3/31 Grayson Pero 
  3/7 Larry & Karen Mytnick 
  3/11 Joe & Dolores Pesch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

February  

28 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 

March  

6 Millie Gilly, Bill & Charis Meehan 

13 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 

20 Andrew & Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 

27 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Linda Matis 

April  

3 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 
 

Acolytes 

February  

28 Arden Dlugosz 

March  

6 Abby Anderson 

13 Abigail Packard 

20 Cady Kyser 

27 Brian Frederick 

April  

3 Eli Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office.

Rummage Sale May 21 
When you are doing your spring cleaning at your 
home, please think of the church before throwing 
away or donating any items you would like to get 
rid of.  The Outreach Committee is holding a 
church rummage sale on May 21 and would 
appreciate donations of your gently used items.  
Proceeds will benefit Lorain County Habitat for 
Humanity.  Please make sure all items are clean 
and in working order.  We don’t want things that 
should go into the garbage.  This will be a one-day 
sale and many volunteers will be needed so we 
hope we can count on you to help out!!   



Dear First Congregational UCC Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for letting me share my 
passion for traveling and how that led me to take on 
Nepal next.  Your listening ears and questions truly 
enriched the experience.  The support I was given 
and am continued to be given is truly overwhelming!  
From the bottom of my heart, thank you to each and 
every one of you who was there for me, is there for 
me, and always will be there for me.   

Much love, 
Nema Saleem 

Thank you so much to everyone who attended 
by surprise birthday party in January.  It was 
so wonderful and I am truly blessed!!  

Marge Baker 
(I received a lovely bracelet and unfortunately do 
not know who it was from.  If it was you, or you 

know whom it was from, please let me know.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
Lenten Study  
6-7:30 pm 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

2  
Choir 7 pm 
 

3  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

4  
 

5  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

6  
4th Sunday in Lent 
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
Deacons after svc. 

7  
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

8  
Lenten Study  
6-7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

9  
Choir 7 pm 
 

10  
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

11  
Swiss Steak Dinner  
prep & set up 6 pm 

12  
Swiss Steak Dinner 
prep begins 10 am 
Meal 4:30 & 6:00 
 
Couples Recovery  
7 pm (up) 

13  
5th Sunday in Lent 
March birthdays 
celebration 
 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

15  
Lenten Study  
6-7:30 pm 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
Choir 7 pm 
 

17  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

18  
 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

20  
Palm Sunday 
Communion 
Tetelestai group depart 
church at 1 pm 

21  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 

 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 

 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

23  
Choir 7 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

24  
Maundy Thursday 
service 7 pm 

 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

25  
Good Friday 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Cross Walk 5:30 pm 
South Central Park 

Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 

26  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

27  
Easter 
Sunrise svc.  
7:30 am 
Easter breakfast 
Reg. svc. 10 am 

28  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

30  
Choir 7 pm 

31  
Fiesta Jalapeños 
dining out fundraiser 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

 



 



 

 


