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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 Happy Easter, everyone!  April is here, and with 
it our Easter celebration continues!  That’s the neat 
thing about Easter – it continues long after Easter 
morning!  Up until Pentecost in the middle of May, we 
continue celebrating Christ’s resurrection and the 
good news that has been given to us all!  
 With that in mind, it is a good time of our year 
to celebrate our many strengths and the way we 
continue to grow and thrive as a congregation.  Each Sunday morning during 
worship we are hearing short introductory testimonials from our prospective 
new members so that they can share a bit about themselves in the hopes 
that you get to know them better!  Later this month we will have our New 
Members service in worship, where we will officially welcome these ten 
adults and six children(!) as new members to our congregation.  All of 
our new members are wonderful people and we are extremely blessed to 
have them become part of our community.  The life, energy, and excitement 
that they bring is contagious, and I know you will welcome them as part of 
our faith family and make them feel at home.  
 As we continue our Easter celebration, let us continue to be the 
welcoming and loving community that we have always been.  We have 
something special here, and more and more people are coming to see what 
all the fuss has been about.  Together let us continue to grow in faith and in 
love, as we journey onward toward Pentecost.  

 Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik  

 
 

 
Join Pastor Arik every week for a short midweek message 
as he tackles topics relating to life and faith.  Released 
every Tuesday, his audio podcast can be found on iTunes 
(search for “Clergy Corner”) or can be listened to online 
here: http://theclergycorner.libsyn.com/ .  With interesting 
episodes and interviews being released every week, don’t 
miss out! 
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Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
As most of you are aware, I recently had 

knee surgery that restricted my ability to do 
things without assistance.  As a matter of fact, 
the operation itself required me to give up 
control and to have faith and trust in the actions 
of others.  It may not be too surprising to those 
that have been in similar positions that, 
perhaps, the more difficult part is to let go, 
accept that things were in the control of others, 
and have faith and trust in them for a good 
outcome.   

Thinking about this made me realize that 
it was similar to our relationship to God that you 
have to let yourself accept that He will provide 
and that you can only control certain 
things.  This trust, faith, and letting go can be 
hard to accept…even harder to do. 

Speaking of letting others do things for 
you that you feel you should be doing, I would 
like to thank all those who contributed to the 
Swiss Steak Dinner in any way.  Those that 
helped in the kitchen, the dining room, those 
that helped set up and clean up, those who 
contributed items and money, and those who 
helped plan and direct.  It is gratifying to see 
our congregation working together for a 
common goal and I am sorry that I was unable 
to be there to help.  The fellowship alone is 
worth the effort involved when helping out. 

I once heard Garrison Keillor say that the 
way you could identify someone from northern 
Ohio was if they thought the four seasons were 
winter, winter, almost winter, and 
construction.  I hope this warmer than 
average weather we are having in the middle of 
March (when this is being written) is the last of 
the almost winter season! 

I hope your Easter was joyous and filled 
with the hope that the resurrection brings. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Thank you…two simple words with so much 
meaning!  I am humbled by the support of our 
church family during the past Lenten season.  

Monetary support for naming our pigs 
for the Heifer Project, sponsoring 62 
birthday bags for Community Care, 

donations of candy for our Easter egg hunt, and 
buying our homemade Easter candy to support 
our curriculum purchase/Heifer project--this all 
was possible through your generous donations.  
Thank you from the bottom of my heart! 

Lent was a hectic time with many events 
from Mardi Gras to the Lenten prayer study.  It 
was wonderful to see so many people involved 
in the Re-Lent Tuesday night Lenten series.  
Thank you to Pastor Arik for doing the adult 
programming.  I was excited that Mackenzie 
Pero came each week to do the children’s 
version of the program.  It was a delight to work 
with her and I loved seeing prayer through a 
child’s eyes!  She made my day when she said 
one of the things she learned was “you can pray 
anytime and anywhere--not just at mealtime or 
bedtime!”  Her comment made it all worthwhile 
for me! 

This month we will be learning about 
Passover, the major Jewish spring festival that 
commemorates the liberation of the Israelites 

from Egyptian slavery.  We will 
spend Sunday, April 17 learning 
about Passover and the Seder 

meal.  Passover officially begins on April 22 and 
lasts for seven days. 

Looking ahead…do you have a child 
graduating from high school or college this year?  
Please let me know so we can honor them! 

Upcoming events to put on your calendar: 
May 8:  We will be having a Mother’s Day photo 
booth during coffee hour! 
June 12-June 14:  Intergenerational Vacation 
Bible School, 5:30-8:00 p.m.   More info in next 
month’s Messenger! 

 
Birthday bags for Community Care 



Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 The celebration of our risen Lord 
continues and we trust your Easter was full of 
love and joy of church traditions, family 
gatherings and family traditions.  By the grace 
of God, we’ll enjoy more in our future. 

The One Great Hour of Sharing “Walk 
the Extra Mile” collection netted $621.00 thanks 
to your generosity.  God loves a cheerful giver 
and our congregation (that’s YOU!) always gives 
beyond expectation.  Thank you! 
 The dining out fundraiser at Fiesta 
Jalapeños to benefit our stained glass windows 
repair and restoration is on March 31.  Support 
the project by bringing family and friends to 
enjoy a Mexican meal that offers 20% back to 
our church.  Thank you in advance for your 
support!  Totals will hopefully be shared next 
month. 
 On Sunday, April 24 the Board of 
Outreach will be hosting Ten Thousand 
Villages, an organization that supports artisans 
from third-world countries by selling their mostly 
handmade items, giving them a means for a 
better life for themselves and their families.  
Please plan to look over and then purchase gifts 
for yourself or loved ones for Mother’s Day while 
giving a hand up to the artisans that made 
them.  The display of items will be available 
during and after coffee hour that day until 
12:30. 
 Join in on preparing our monthly 
Hospitality with a Heart community 
outreach meal on Friday, April 29 starting 
about 4 p.m. for set up, helping to serve at 6 
p.m., and cleaning up about 7 p.m.  We really 
appreciate all the help we can muster for this 
all-church event that happens the last Friday of 
every month throughout the year.  A big THANK 
YOU goes out to the faithful crew of supporters 
and to Edie Phillips who plans the meals and 
Carol and Fred Scharmann who set the tables. 
 Coming soon to Fellowship Hall on 
Saturday, May 21 will be 
a rummage sale – our 
yearly opportunity to 
make someone’s trash 
into another’s treasure.  
We need your help to 

make this fundraiser to benefit Lorain County 
Habitat for Humanity a success by gathering up 
your donations of gently used items and 
planning to work a few hours on Friday, May 20 
to set up and/or work the sale itself on the 21st.    
Items may be dropped off Monday through 
Friday during office hours or on Sundays 
before/after church beginning May 1.  Please 
make sure all items are clean and in working 
order.  Thank you!  
 Would you like to be a Board of Christian 
Outreach member?  We meet the first Sunday of 
every month at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Contact any of our members – Nancy Franks, 
Barb Zinsmeister, Ann Olesen, Becky Williams or 
Edie Phillips – or drop a note in our church 
mailbox.  We welcome new faces with new 
input! 
  

Deacons’ Desk – Lynne Petroff 
Easter is here!  It’s a time of new life, 

hope, and rejoicing!  As I looked back through 
my Deacon’s notes from a year ago, I realized 
how far we’ve come.  We were just getting to 
know Pastor Arik and discuss positive changes 
for our church and our worship service like using 
a projector.  We had just hired a new 
organist/choir director, Ron Gibson.  We had 
people interested in becoming members of our 
church.  These are just a few of the more visible 
ways our church has grown and developed.  It’s 
growing and evolving in wonderful ways.  
Rejoice in it and embrace what is yet to come!   
 

Trustees’ Turn  
Greetings!  We are facing a very exciting 

month in the life of our church and I am elated 
to be a part of it.  First, we have many new 
members joining us and this is the type of 
growth that I am very happy to see.  The 
children are the future of our church, and in an 
age where an increasing number of families are 
choosing not to raise their children in a church-
based foundation, it is good to see some doing it 
the right way. 

Within the Trustees we are very happy to 
announce that we have accepted a quote by a 



local company named Whitney Stained Glass 
hailing from Cleveland to begin the extensive 
restoration project on our treasured stained 
glass windows.  Upon my writing this, it is too 
soon to be able to share a begin date but we 
will be certain to keep everyone updated with 
the progress.  

Also, we are happy to announce that we 
have hired a new maintenance person – Dave 
Varney – who has already started and is doing a 
great job.  It took a couple of tries but we feel 
very confident that we have found our answer in 
Dave. 

Further, as I write this we have a two 
week or less lead time on the break-in repairs 
being completed.  The short holdup (no pun 
intended) is that the tempered glass and specific 
door need to be ordered.  Additionally we are 
moments away from accepting a quote for our 
new security system at the church.  There will 
likely be some small changes in the way we, and 
other groups who use the church, enter and exit 
the building but these changes will not take long 
to grasp and will vastly improve the protection 
of our building. 

Finally, the roof leak over the sanctuary 
we were experiencing has been repaired and I 
am in the process of hiring the interior painting 
company to come out and retouch our ceiling in 
the sanctuary.  Add to that the fact that we are 
just around the 
corner from the 
start of our 
parking lot 
project and we 
have some 
major progress 
going on at First 
Congregational 
Church.  It will be very busy and you can rest 
assured the community will take notice. 
Hopefully we will be discussing how to handle all 
of the new members in the very near future. 

This month’s random trivia:  A ball of glass 

will bounce higher than a ball of rubber.  

A ball of solid steel will bounce higher than one 

made entirely of glass. 

Yours in Friendship and Trust, 
Chris Frederick-Chairman 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
Snacks 

Snacks now account for half of all eating 
occasions, with breakfast and lunch in particular 
becoming “snackified” according to the Hartman 
Group, a food industry consultant.  People are 
snacking more and more, sometimes instead of 
meals.  Sometimes we snack when we aren't 
even hungry, like when we socialize or watch 
sports or movies.  It may be that you just need 
water. 

Food companies are reimagining foods 
not normally seen as snacks, i.e. grilled chicken, 
“Spam Snacks”, and snack mixes.  It can be 
difficult to wade through the rows of snacks and 
make healthy choices.  Think simple.  Read 
labels for serving size and sugar and fat 
content.  Take advantage of the growing array 
of lower sodium popcorn, whole grain pretzels 
and high fiber bean chips.  Check the frozen 
aisle for high protein items like edamame. 

Whole fruits and raw vegetables are good 
choices and if you need to make them more 
enticing you can stuff celery with peanut butter 
or low fat cream cheese maybe with a couple of 
raisins on top, or fruit with reduced fat Greek 
yogurt.  Other high fiber ideas are bean chips 
and salsa, hummus and whole wheat pita, 
apples with peanut butter, pears and low fat 
cottage cheese.  Have healthy snacks readily 
available for children such as whole fruit on the 
counter and veggies ready to eat in the 
refrigerator. 

Sometimes it takes more effort to snack 
healthy but it is a good habit to get into.   But 
sometimes we need to enjoy a special treat, i.e. 
birthday cake, ice cream on a hot day, fresh 
blueberry pie, peach cobbler.  Even these can be 
in a “lighter” version. 

Now, if I can only follow my own 
advice.  I love to bake and eat what I bake.  Ice 
cream is a temptation for me and if it's in the 
freezer, we'll eat it so we try not to buy it.  Our 
latest attempt to snack healthy is to make it a 
healthy night every other night. 

I would like to see our coffee hour after 
church have healthier choices and decrease the 
amount available.  It's a good opportunity to be 
models for our youth! 



Women’s Book Club:   The book for the April 
18th book club discussion will be Following 
Atticus by Tom Ryan.  Regular book club 
gatherings are at the church at 7 p.m.  All 
women are welcome! 

 
 

 
� Thank you, Linda Matis, for the great job on 

our new pictorial directory! 

� Thank you to the Trustees for getting a new 
maintenance person in place and for filling in 
on his duties prior to his hire (table/chairs 
set up and take down, rubbish out, floor 
care, etc.)  Your work is much appreciated! 

� Great job to those who waxed the floor in 
Fellowship Hall and kitchen!  It is gleaming!! 

� Thank you to those who cleaned up after the 
break-in.  It probably was a real mess. 

 
 
 

 
4/1 Krista O’Neill 
4/2 Bob Schmittgen 
4/4 Tim O’Neill 
4/8 Paula Dudek 
4/14 Dave Poe 
4/15 Heather Smith 
 Catherine Craigs 
4/16 John Petroff 
4/23 Brian Zinsmeister 
4/25 Vaughn Repenning 
4/30 Dolores Pesch 
 June Yost 

  4/3 Ric & Sallie Sasse 
  4/15 Andy & Shirley Sunyak 
  4/20 Ray & Judy Angeline 
  4/25 Dave & Mary Ireland 
   Bob & Linda Matis 
  4/28 Jim & June Yost 
 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
April  

3 Ed Connolly, Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 
10 Joe Pesch, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
17 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 
24 Bob Franks, Chris Frederick, Evan Harrold 

May  
1 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
April  

3 Eli Kyser 
10 Claire Wolanski 
17 Rhys Kyser 
24 Arden Dlugosz 

May  
1 Abby Anderson 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 
 
 
 
 

Benefit Concert 
for Family Promise of Lorain County 

Inc. 
Sunday, April 10 

3:00 p.m. 
First Church, Oberlin 

Free admission; donations encouraged 
From the witty Blue Suite #2 by Peter 
Schickele to the lyrical and haunting 
Bachianas Brasilieras by Villa-Lobos, the 
professional bassoon quartet calling itself 
“Men Who Don’t Bite” will present an hour’s 
concert on Sunday, April 10 at 3 p.m. at First 
Church, UCC in Oberlin (106 N. Main St.)  
Assisted by noted pianist James Howsmon 
and conductor Raphael Jimenez from Oberlin 
Conservatory, the ensemble will contribute 
their talents to benefit homeless families 
served by Family Promise of Lorain County.  
Other music by Shostakovich, Hindemith and 
Reis.   



We are pleased to 

announce that the 

new church 

directories are now 

available!  This 

process took much 

longer than 

anticipated since we 

decided to save some 

money and put it 

together “in house” and we thank you for 

your patience!   

Suggested donation $3.00 per copy. 

Please contact the church office or 

Linda Matis to get your new 2016 

church directory. 

 

 

Easter sunrise service balloon release 

 

Easter Holy Communion 

 
 
 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
2  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

3  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
Deacons 11:30 am 

4  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

5  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

6  
Choir 7 pm 

7  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

8  
 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

10  
April birthdays 
celebration 
 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

13  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

14  
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

15  
Wedding rehearsal  
6 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 

Do/Schutz wedding      
3 pm 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

17  
Communion 
 

18  
Women’s Book Club    
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

20  
Choir 7 pm 

21  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

24  
Deacons 11:30 am 
Ten Thousand Villages  

25  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

27  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

28  
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

29  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7 
serve, 7-? clean up 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 


