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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 What’s that old saying?  “April showers bring May flowers”?  Well here 
at First Congregational, it seems as though “April showers bring new 
members!”  The first Sunday of this month we are welcoming our new 
members and officially making them part of our congregation.  With ten new 
members and six children as part of our new member class, there is much to 
be thankful for in the life of our church!  These are wonderful individuals 
who have much to offer and teach us, and I know that you will make them 
feel like part of our faith family. 
 Recently we have also been seeing new faces in worship on Sunday 
morning.  As new visitors come to see what our church is all about, it is 
important that we all take time to introduce ourselves and welcome them to 
our faith family.  This church is wonderful at making people feel like they 
have found their church home, and I know you will continue to welcome 
people as they walk through our doors. 
 This month also contains Mother’s Day, and our church is excited to 
celebrate all the mothers, grandmothers, sisters, aunts, and mother-figures 
in our world!  Following worship on Mother’s Day we will be having a photo 
booth set up in our Fellowship Hall during coffee hour, so families can dress 
up and take fun pictures to remember the occasion.  All people (not just 
mothers and children) are welcome to join in the photos and festivities, so 
we hope to see you there! 
 Finally, May also holds Pentecost, the church holiday when we 
celebrate when the Holy Spirit descended upon the early church.  It is a 
church tradition to wear red on Pentecost Sunday (May 15) and there will be 
a balloon release after worship.  All are invited to wear red and join us for 
this wonderful event!  
 It is amazing how our church continues to grow and thrive with each 
passing week. This congregation is a blessing to our community and to the 
lives of the people who walk through our doors.  As we move forward into 
the middle of 2016 let us continue to be a loving presence in our world! 

 Blessings and Peace,  
 Pastor Arik 
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Clergy Corner 
Join Pastor Arik every week for a short midweek 
message as he tackles topics relating to life and 

faith.  Released every Tuesday, his audio 
podcast can be found on iTunes (search for 
“Clergy Corner”) or can be listened to online 
here: http://theclergycorner.libsyn.com/ . 

With interesting episodes and interviews being 
released every week, don’t miss out! 

 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
Time is money.  For the last time!  Time 

passes too slowly.  Time passes too fast.  Time 
to do something!  No time like the present.  
Well, it’s about time!  Yes, it is about time.  

I once heard of a physics professor who 
said that there is no present time, that time is 
always either future or past.  While time as an 
abstract concept can be hard to follow, it is true 
that most of the world has a preoccupation with 
time.  We have a national clock that has been 
continually upgraded until it now will neither 
lose nor gain one second in 100 million years.  
Our days and calendars are filled with 
appointments and activities.  (This may be 
especially true if you have active youngsters in 
the house!) 

Perhaps that is why we value what we 
refer to as our “free time” - our “me time” - so 
much.  Even though I am retired, there is still a 
sense of relaxation that comes from being on 
vacation.  We see our “free time” as our time to 
unwind and do those things that we value the 
most. 

This brings to mind all those who use 
some of their free time to volunteer for the 
many different activities that keep our church 
active and relevant in our community and the 
world.  My thanks to all those who donate some 
of their “free time” in service to their church! 

 

From the Deacons’ Desk – Kari Dlugosz 
There is something I have always 

enjoyed about the springtime, especially late 
April and May.  I don’t know if it is tied to the 
amazing weather after a dark, cold winter or the 
excitement I felt as a child knowing that 

summer was almost here.  As an adult, spring 
and summer have a different meaning now.  It 
means watching my daughter laugh and play as 
she swims with her friends.  It means grilling 
out with my family and an early evening walk 
with my husband to catch up on the day.  It 
means spending time with friends on our deck 
and just enjoying their company. 

Winters can be rough in the Cleveland 
area; however, I have always felt that it makes 
us all appreciate when the weather finally 
breaks.  This spring and summer be sure to 
reflect on all of the special things you are able 
to do with your family and friends.  And please 
take advantage of the amazing weather.  Winter 
is always just around the corner in Ohio! 
 See you on Sunday! 
  
Dates to Remember: 
May 1 - New members service 
May 8 - Mother’s Day 
May 15 - Pentecost Sunday - please wear red 
 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Christian Education continues to “bloom” 

with children.  If you are in church on Sunday 
mornings, you can see that Pastor Arik’s 
children’s time is “sitting room only!”   What a 
great problem to have but as you have heard 
before…we NEED help in Sunday School!  
Summer Sunday School starts on Memorial 
weekend Sunday, May 29.   
� Children four years old through 

those having just completed second 
grade will continue to leave worship 
after the children’s time.   
� Those three and under will be in the 

nursery.   
� Children grades three and up will 

remain in church for the entire 
service. 

Packets will be available for the older children to 
work on. With that in mind, I need a minimum 
of two adults each Sunday in the summer to 
oversee the teaching duties.  Lessons will be 
available to you the week before and all supplies 
will be ready for you.  All you need to do is look 



over the lesson and be available at 9:40 on 
Sunday morning for me to go over the activities.  
A sign-up sheet is outside my office door.  
Please consider giving of your time this 
summer! 

A huge thank you to Jenn Anderson, 
Sandy Chalkwater, Nancy Franks and 
Heather Smith for leading Sunday School this 

past year.  Without their help 
and the Board of Christian 
Education, we would not have 
had the great programming 
that we were able to provide.  
We will be honoring them in 

church on Sunday, May 22. 
Join us on Sunday, May 8 in Fellowship 

Hall as we will have a photo booth available for 
family pictures for Mother’s Day.  There will be 
many different props for you to use to make 
your picture special. 

Many people have asked what the 
children are learning in Sunday School.  During 
the month of April, our 
focus was on Moses 
and the 10 plagues 
and Passover.  We 
learned about the 10 
plagues through a 
reader’s theatre (with 
props), a story and 
song. We studied the 
Passover story and 
celebrated with a 
Passover meal to 
understand the 
significance of the 
foods served at the 
meal.  The picture is 
Plague #2- the frogs 
that were everywhere! 

 
It is FIESTA TIME!  This year’s 

INTERGENERATIONAL Vacation Bible School 
theme is FIESTA! Where everyone is fired 

up about God!  It will be 
Sunday, June 12-Tuesday, 
June 14 from 6 pm to 8:30 
pm.  We will gather together 
for dinner at 6 pm with 

games, music, Bible stories (Pastor Arik will be 
meeting with the adults during Bible story time) 
and crafts to follow.  And of course, Chadder, 
will be there.  Plan on joining the fun!  This VBS 
is open to EVERYONE of all ages! The cost is 
$10 per person or $25 per family.  Registration 
opens Sunday, May 1 during coffee hour.  A 
registration form is in the Messenger and they 
are available in the church office and outside 
Mary’s office door!  The registration deadline is 
June 5!  *If you would like to help with 

VBS, a planning meeting will be Tuesday, 
May 3 from 6:30-7:30.  We need help 

leading crafts, Bible Exploration, 

Chadder’s Theatre and games.  All help 

would be appreciated!* 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
Ten Thousand Villages – Sunday, April 24 
was a huge success.  Thank you for your 
participation in the event.  We benefited from 
the choice of finely made goods offered to us 
and in return so will the artisans from third 
world countries who made them.  All in all, a 
win/win cooperative effort on both sides! 

Car wash fundraiser continues at Ridgeville 
Laser Wash, the no touch service at 38890 
Center Ridge.  Your use of code 45873 gets us a 
couple of dollars back on each wash toward our 
stained glass window restoration.  Thank you in 
advance. 

Fiesta Jalapeños – we are waiting on the 
amount from this fundraiser.  Thank you for the 
terrific turnout!  Another establishment will be 
our sponsor in June or July to be announced 
soon. 

Hospitality with a Heart – our community 
outreach meal will be on Friday, May 27 starting 
about 4 p.m. for set up, serving at 6 p.m. and 
clean up about 7 p.m.  If you can help in any of 
those areas of time, it would be greatly 
appreciated.  Come as you are…you are 
welcome. 

Armed forces servicemen & women 
wherever they are stationed need to know folks 
here at home hold them in thought, prayer and 
commendation for putting their lives on the line 



for our security.  We have been sending gift 
packages since 2007 in the name of First 
Congregational UCC through the efforts of 
Florence Garner, who has recently and 
reluctantly passed the baton to the Outreach 
Committee.  We have a couple of names to send 
packages to but could always use more.  If you 
know of a friend, loved one, neighbor or 
acquaintance you’d like to see get a letter and a 
package, let us know by writing down all of their 
mailing information and drop it in the Outreach 
mailbox by the back doors of Fellowship Hall. 

Rummage sale – coming to Fellowship Hall on 
Saturday, May 21 
from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.  All proceeds 
go directly to 
support Lorain 
County Habitat for 
Humanity.  See our 
ad in the paper and 

on Facebook.  Bring your discarded “treasures” 
starting on May 15 during the weekday hours of 
9 am & noon, or on Friday, May 20 from 9 am to 
3 p.m. (and stay to help set up!)  Place your 
donations in the undercroft hallway (leaving a 
path to walk down in the middle).  We need 
your help to make this a success.  Work with us 
during the sale and then again after it’s over by 
packing up the leftovers to be sent elsewhere.  
Fellowship Hall needs to be cleaned up by the 
early evening for a group that meets at the 
church on Saturday evenings and for coffee 
hour on Sunday.  Thank you for your 
consideration to commit to help us with this 
church project. 

Summer lunch/snack collection – five 
lunches a week per child for ten weeks during 
summer vacation is the goal for approx. 70 
children served by Community Care in the 
community.  We are asking our church family to 
help provide snack packs of fruit, pudding, J-
ello, crackers and cheese and juice boxes/ 
pouches to supplement the lunches our mayor 
and his wife are providing children this summer.  
Will you bring some of these needed to our 
empty food cradle in the Narthex during June 
and July?  Be of good cheer as you do a good 
deed in Jesus’ name. 

“A visit to a lonely person makes two people 
happy.” (D. Newberry)  Remember our 
homebound friends. 
 
 
Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 

Happy Summer!  The days are longer and 
warmer and filled with the wonder of God's 
creation awakening from a long winters 
nap.  The children will be out of school soon and 
filled with energy.   Spending time doing 
outdoor activities with them will let them expend 
some energy and is a balm for the soul for 
adults and children alike.  Nature has such a 
large pallet that everyone is sure to find 
something engaging.  Here are some ideas for 
spending time outdoors: 
●We are lucky to have Lake Erie in our 
backyard.   Kelly's Island has a trail near the 
lake where pools of water fill the depressions in 
the rocks and contain all kinds of neat things.   
●Did you know that Huntington Beach in Bay 
Village is one of the best beaches for finding sea 
glass (which I started collecting when we were 
in Maine)? 
●Bay Village also is home to the Lake Erie 
Nature and Science Center which is nice to visit 
with (or without) the kids.  You will need to 
check the hours, but they also house the Walter 
R Schuele Planetarium. 
●For a day trip consider the Holden Arboretum 
(second largest in the United States) which has 
a Canopy Walk and an Emergent Tower, both 
new this year.  The Cleveland Botanical Garden 
is a nice companion to the Arboretum and 
membership in one allows you access to the 
other. 

Where ever you go, whatever you do, 
have a safe and fun summer! 

 
 
 



Welcome 

to our 
church 

family! 
 

Diane Feigi & Andrea Summer with Mikey & Belle 

Keith & Jan Krueger 

Dean & Lynne Lipperman 

Jamie & Beckie Schupbach with Nate & Will 

Sarah Stevens & Kim Ward with Owen & Corey 
 

 

Women’s Book Club:   The book for the May 
16th book club discussion will be The Prayer Box 
by Lisa Wingate.  Regular book club gatherings 
are at the church at 7 p.m.  All women are 
welcome! 
 
 
 
5/1 Shirley Sunyak 
5/5 Megan O’Neill 
5/9 Maynard Ickes 
5/13 Chris Dlugosz 
5/14 Greg Dudek 
5/15 Kate Harrold 
5/15 Regenia Comerford 
5/15 Gary Hannold 
5/21 Bob Olesen 
5/26 Dean Lipperman 
5/30 Sue Mays 
5/31 Sallie Sasse 
  5/3 Cliff & Anne Schreiber 
  5/15 Jack & Betty Fitts 
  5/16 Jean Stuart & Larry Gulliam 
  5/29 Dave & Peggy Poe 

 
====================================== 

Spring Clean-up this year will 
be June 11 from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m. Please bring your 
favorite yard tools or cleaning 
supplies. Any way that you are 
able to help spruce up your 
church is appreciated and 
needed. Thank you in advance 
for your help.  

====================================== 

Ushers & Greeters 
May  

1 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
8 Bob Elliott, Dave & Mary Ireland 

15 Millie Gilly, Vonnie Packard 
22 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 
29 Andrew & Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

Acolytes 
May  

1 Abby Anderson 
8 Abigail Packard 

15 Cady Kyser 
22 Brian Frederick 
29 Eli Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 
 
 
 

 
 Suggested donation 

$3.00 per copy. 

Please contact the 

church office or Linda 

Matis to get your new 

2016 church directory. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lorain County Habitat for Humanity 
JOIN US FOR WOMEN BUILD 2016. 

On Saturday, April 30 you can be one of 18 
individuals installing insulation on the exterior 
walls of two homes.  On Saturday, May 7 you 
can be one of 18 individuals hanging drywall.  
We are offering 2 shifts each day:  8 am to 12 
pm for the early risers and 1 pm to 5 pm for 
those who like to burn the midnight candle.  Call 
440.984.3343 or email 
mainoffice@habitatoflorainco.org to register. 
Please leave your name, email address, day 
and shift you plan to volunteer, and t-shirt size. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
Outreach 9 am 

New Members’ Service 

Communion 

2  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

3  
VBS planning mtg.  
6:30 pm 
CE 7 pm 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

4  
Choir 7 pm 
 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

6  
 

7  
Jean Gilder memorial 
service 11 am; 
luncheon following 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

8  
Mother’s Day 

May birthdays’ 
celebration 
 
 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

11  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

12  
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

13  
 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

15  

Pentecost 
Communion 
 

16  
Newsletter articles due 

Women’s Book Club    
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 6 pm 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

18  
Choir 7 pm 

19  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

20  
Rummage Sale set up 

21  
Rummage Sale 9 am – 
3 pm 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

22  
Last Sunday School 
before summer 

Pastor Parish Comm. 
meeting 11:30 am 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm  

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

25  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

27  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7                 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

29  
Deacons 11:30 am 

30  
Memorial Day 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

31  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

 


