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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 Timing is everything.  From delivering the punch line of a good joke to 
picking that perfect moment to ask someone to marry you, timing can make 
all the difference in the world.   However, finding that perfect timing can be 
difficult.  Jump on something too soon, and things can fall apart quickly. 
Hesitate too long, and things may never quite come together.   Timing…is 
everything.  
 It is with this understanding of timing in mind that I am asking all of 
you to prayerfully consider a conversation that will be brought before you in 
the coming months.  As our church continues to grow we have found 
ourselves in a position where we are no longer able to comfortably 
accommodate more people in worship on Sunday mornings. We are 
averaging over 100 people on a given worship service for most Sunday 
mornings this year, which is a truly beautiful thing.  However, having too 
many people in worship can be seen as a detriment by visitors, who may feel 
overwhelmed and cramped as they attend worship with us for the very first 
time.  
 We have also been struggling to find Sunday School teachers for our 
fall program, which promises to be extremely entertaining and rewarding for 
the children but requires a lot more adults to make it runs smoothly.  As our 
youth group continues to grow, it is essential that we have more people on 
hand to help with our increasing number of children.  That being said, many 
people don’t want to leave worship on Sunday mornings as they find 
something fulfilling that they need during their time worshipping God.  
 It is with these factors in mind, as well as many more that have not 
been named for sake of brevity, that our boards are engaging in discussion 
this month over the possibility of moving to two 
services come this fall.  The proposal is that one 
would be a more casual service with a child and 
family-friendly atmosphere, which would include 
liturgy and engagement for the children to help lead, 
while the other would remain a more traditional 
service much like what we have seen at the church so 
far.  Sunday School would take place in between 
these services as well as coffee hour so that people 
could continue to interact with one another and 
develop community between the services, while 
others might find it easier to volunteer helping with 
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Sunday school since it would take place outside 
of worship. 
 Please keep in mind that these 
conversations are occurring not completely out 
of the blue, but have in fact been discussed and 
considered for quite some time.  As I mentioned 
before, timing is everything and it may be time 
to capitalize on our growth and momentum as a 
church before we run out of space in our 
sanctuary and begin to plateau.  
 More information about the possibility of 
moving to two services will be coming in the 
next few months, with a chance for discussion 
and feedback as a congregation. However, 
please keep in mind that if we wish to continue 
to thrive as a community of faith, our options to 
continue to grow are somewhat limited. The fact 
that we are engaging in these conversations is 
truly a remarkable thing and something to 
celebrate, as we have almost doubled our 
average attendance over the past two years.  
 My friends, timing is everything, and that 
includes something as different and perhaps as 
scary as making a change like this.  However I 
have faith that as these conversations continue 
to take place in our church over the coming 
months, we will work together to pursue a 
course of action that is in the best interest of 
our church and our community.   
 As we look around a full sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings…as we celebrate the increase 
of children into our worship space…let us give 
thanks that we are part of a thriving faith 
community.  It is a rare thing to witness these 
days and I consider myself lucky to be on this 
journey with you all.  

Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Clergy Corner 

Join Pastor Arik every week for a short midweek 
message as he tackles topics relating to life and 

faith.  Released every Tuesday, his audio 
podcast can be found on iTunes (search for 
“Clergy Corner”) or can be listened to online 
here: http://theclergycorner.libsyn.com/ . 

With interesting episodes and interviews being 
released every week, don’t miss out! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 On May 29 our congregation was blessed 
to be able to recognize Ron Gibson and his 
service to our church as our music minister over 
the past year.  Ron’s gift at playing organ and 
leading our choir was a blessing to behold as he 
brought life back to the music in our worship 
space. On that special service we said goodbye 
to Ron as our music director as he needed to 
step down for health reasons as he nears the 
end of his earthly life.  With the thousands of 
dollars’ worth of free music (acquired from other 
area churches) that he added to our library, we 
presented him with a plaque that showed him 
that our new music library would be named “The 
Ronald Gibson Music Library.” 

Wrapping him with a music-themed 
prayer shawl (made by Shirley Sunyak) and 
filling its pockets with prayers, we laid our hands 
on him and offered him a final blessing for his 
journey.  Ron has been a blessing to all of us 
and this was one small way we could show our 
appreciation and our support for him as he 
undertakes a journey that we must all travel.  
Thank you to everyone who was present and 
made this service a beautiful thing to behold.  
 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
June is here and with it the official start 

of summer along with the holiday of Father's 
Day.  A day of remembrance and, for some of 



us, the emotions those memories bring.   Allow 
me to explain. 

I was about 10 years old when my family 
moved to North Ridgeville from the suburb of 
Parma.  My folks had purchased a house on four 
acres and my dad wanted to grow 
vegetables.  A year (or so) after we moved there 
was a celebration because North Ridgeville had 
gone from being a township to being a city.  
Part of that celebration involved members of the 
volunteer fire department riding an old fire truck 
around town.  I was surprised when they 
stopped in front of our house and called for my 
dad to join them.  At some point following this I 
saw a picture in the paper of the original 
volunteer fire department and, lo and behold, 
there was dad in the picture.  I mentally filed it 
away as “curious”. 

Going through my folks possessions after 
their passing, my siblings and I found two 
original panoramic photos similar to the one I 
saw in the paper.  In one, the volunteers were 
solemn; in the other, they were smiling.  The 
memory of the day the fire truck stopped in 
front our house came back to me and I really 
wished I could ask a few questions about this 
part of my father's life that I realized I knew 
little about.  Of course this is now impossible. 

Father's Day (and other holidays) bring 
back memories such as these and questions I 
wished I had asked of family and loved ones 
and now can only guess at.  I know that this is 
not just peculiar to me; many people have 
experienced this.  Perhaps all of us should take 
the time to really talk with (and really listen to) 
our loved ones.  There may not be a better time 
than now. 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy start 
of summer (and don't forget the Spring Clean-
up at the church on June 11!). 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
June is Vacation Bible School month!  

Please join us for this INTERGENERATIONAL 
event starting Sunday, June 12 at 6 
pm!  We will meet Sunday through 
Tuesday, June 14.  The evening will 
begin with a light dinner and will end 

by 8:45 each night.  Childcare will be provided 
for those younger than 4 years old!  Please join 
us for FIESTA VBS!  The registration deadline 
is June 5 so do not wait!  Registration forms are 
online, outside my office and in The Messenger! 

Summer Sunday School is in full swing!  
The first Sundays of the month are still all family 
church Sundays!  Packets will be provided.  On 
all other Sundays children 4 years old through 
those having just completed second grade will 
leave church after the children’s time.  Those 
younger than four will have nursery care and 
those older than second grade will remain in 
church.  I am still looking for Summer Sunday 
School volunteers as the number of children 
could require two or more volunteers each 
week.  Please see me if interested and WILLING 
to help. 

During May the children in Sunday School 
celebrated Mother’s Day and learned about 
Pentecost, the birthday of the church.  
Understanding about the Holy Spirit is 
sometimes difficult for children to understand, 
especially the younger children.  We used wind, 
bubbles and fire to explain the concept which 
was well received by the children. 

Happy Father’s Day to all 
of the men of the church!  You 
are ALL father figures to the 
children in this congregation 
and they are truly blessed to have 
you! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
Armed forces servicemen and women 

serving our country need to hear from someone 
at home or near to home for strength, hope and 
a commendation for serving our country.  We 
have two names right now, Mike and Sean (to 
send care packages to).  Please keep them in 
your prayers as they serve here and abroad.  A 
big thank you goes out to Becky and Dale 
Williams for the additional items for the care 
packages! 
 The Fiesta Jalapeños dining out 
fundraiser toward the restoration of our stained 
glass windows netted $221.00.  Thank you all 
who attended! 



 The rummage sale took place on May 21 
to raise funds for Lorain County Habitat for 
Humanity, the co-op builder of homes for those 
in need who can’t quite afford a home 
completely on their own.  It’s a marvelous, 
working, on-going project with lots of 
volunteers.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated items to be sold and all the folks who 
helped work it for a successful outcome.  We 
raised $1,133.00 for Habitat for Humanity!!  We 
are proud to help them in their quest to help 
others here in Lorain County! 
 Don’t forget that the laser car wash 
fundraiser continues at Ridgeville Laser Wash, 
38890 Center Ridge Road, to benefit the stained 
glass window restoration.  Every wash your car 
enjoys, our church receives $2.00.  Use discount 
code 45873. 
 The next Hospitality with a Heart meal 
will be Friday, June 24 from 4-7:30 p.m.  Come, 
help, enjoy the great fellowship of folks working 
together to put on a fine meal for our 
community.  We do this every month…so won’t 
you be part of the program?? 
 It’s time for the snack collection for the 
Community Care summer lunch program which 
serves approximately 70 children.  Please bring 
in snack packs of fruit, pudding, J-ello, cheese 
and crackers, and juice pouches to supplement 
the lunches being provided by the mayor and his 
wife for the 10 weeks of summer vacation.  Let’s 
fill the food cradle in the Narthex!  Thank you in 
advance.  Also, thank you for your regular food 
offerings throughout the year.  Empty shelves 
need filling often.  Your generosity helps to keep 
someone in North Ridgeville from going to bed 
hungry. 
 The Outreach committee has adopted a 
special family consisting of eight members (6 of 
which are children) through Community Care.  
We will remember them on their birthdays, 
holidays and at back-to-school time with extra 
money for clothes. 
 A special offering will be collected in 
June.  Its theme “Invest in the Vision” is to plant 
new churches, develop spirituality in our young 
people and bring new life to existing 
congregations through creative inter-
denominational programming.  This is a 

Strengthen the Church offering, an extravagant 
welcome to all through the great United Church 
of Christ.  God is still speaking, 
 Our Place on the Ridge will be 
sponsoring our next dining out fundraiser on 
June 20.  Dine at Our Place any time from 11 
am to 10 pm and 15% of your check will be 
donated to the church to help fund our stained 
glass window repair/restoration.  Must present 
flier (available in this newsletter, on our website 
or from the church office) upon visit. 

“The only greatness is unselfish love.” 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Harry Berg 
 We moved to North Ridgeville 51 years 
ago.  There were many greenhouses and farms 
with cattle then.  We owned a business for 
many years, selling and servicing recreational 
vehicles.  (We still have the storage lot.) 

We transferred our membership to this 
church from one in Elyria.  My wife taught 
Sunday School in the old Lash house and I 
became a Trustee for quite a few years.  Bob 
Elliott, Ed Connolly and I tore off all of the old 
tile in fellowship hall and replaced it with the tile 
that is still on the floor.  I accidentally put a tile 
in the wrong way, but I am the only one that 
knows where it is.  (See if you can find it.) 
 Our three children all went to public 
school and were active in band, among other 
activities.  It seemed like our house served as 
headquarters for the kids and it was nothing to 
have a bunch of them having a picnic or bonfire 
in the backyard. 
 The kids grew up, got married and had 
children.  Unfortunately we lost our son Tim 
when he was 46.  He was on a backhoe, slipped 
off and broke his leg.  Metro General Hospital 
never gave him anything to prevent blood clots, 
sent him home and he died in our house that 
same night.  My wife was working in Columbus 
and I called her co-worker who had to break the 
news to her.  Our other two children and I went 
down to bring her home. 
 We were angry.  How could the hospital 
not give him the proper treatment?  His wife 
and we were told to sue but what good would 
that do?  It would not bring him back.  We were 



also angry with God.  How could he take our son 
when there were so many criminals who should 
be taken?  We stopped going to church for 
almost two years.  We eventually came back to 
our church; and although we still grieve like any 
parent who has lost a child, we accept what we 
cannot change. 
 

Trustees’ Turn  (recap of May 2nd meeting) 

 You probably noticed the glass display 
case at the end of the Sunday School hallway.  
Watch for some church historical items to be on 
display there. 
 The paper recycling bins were moved to 
the back of the parking lot and an electrical pole 
removed in preparation for the parking lot 
expansion which should be done in the near 
future.  The expansion is a result of the loss of 
parking spaces from the upcoming road 
widening and the need for more spaces due to 
our church’s growth. 
 At the request of the Parish Nurses, a 
new designated smoking area will be located 
away from the building at the southwest corner 
of the parking lot under the big tree. 
 If you have any questions or concerns 
about the church building or grounds, please 
contact a member of the Board of Trustees:  
Chris Frederick, Pete Veliconia, Jack Fitts, Joe 
Pesch, Bob Franks, Ric Sasse, Chris Dlugosz and 
Mark Murphy. 
 
 
Spring Clean-up will be June 11 beginning at 

9:00 a.m. Please bring your 
favorite yard tools or cleaning 
supplies. Any way that you are 
able to help spruce up your 
church (inside or outside) is 
appreciated and needed. Thank 
you in advance for your help.  

 
 

 

Women’s Book Club:   On June 20 we will meet 
at the church at 7 pm to discuss Brain on Fire by 
Susannah Cahalan.  On July 18 we will gather 
on Krista O’Neill’s patio (34035 Luanne 

Drive…off Lear Nagle) at 6:30 pm to discuss A 
Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner.  Bring 
beverage and a snack to share.  All women are 
welcome! 
 
 
 
 
6/5 Lynne Petroff 
 Stephanie Matis 
6/6 Mark Hadaway 
6/9 Millie Gilly 
6/10 Steve Esber 
6/12 Bethany Piovarchy 
6/15 Liz Wolanski 
6/16 Barb Zinsmeister 
6/19 Carol Scharmann 
6/21 Beth Malinich 
6/29 Jillian Smoker 

 6/2 Dale & Becky Williams 
 6/20 Tim & Beth Malinich 
 6/21 John & Lynne Petroff 
 6/23 Fred & Carol Scharmann 

Greg & Paula Dudek 
 6/24 Rich & Jennie Vulcan 
 6/26 Evan & Kate Harrold 
 6/27 Roy & Karen Dreger 
 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
June  

5 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Evan Harrold 
12 Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod 
19 Joe Pesch, June Yost, Shirley Sunyak 
26 Dale & Becky Williams, Regenia Comerford 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

Acolytes 
June  

5 Claire Wolanski 
12 Rhys Kyser 
19 Arden Dlugosz 
26 Abby Anderson 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office.



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
2  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

3  
 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

5  
Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

 

6  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

7  
CE 7 pm  
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

9  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

10  
 

11  
Spring Clean Up 9 am 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

12  
Mental Health Sunday 

June birthdays’ 
celebration 
 
 
 
Hall rental 1-5 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
 

14  
 
 
 
 
 

15  
 

16  
Newsletter articles due 

Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

17  
 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

19  
Father’s Day 

Communion 

Town Hall           
meeting & potluck   
after worship service 
 

20  
Dining out fundraiser 
at Our Place on the 
Ridge 11 am – 10 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

24  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7                 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

25  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

26  
Deacons 11:30 am 

27  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

29  
 

30  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

 

Vacation Bible School 6-8:30 pm 



St. Pauly 

Used Clothing 
Drop-Off Shed 

To benefit 
First Congregational UCC’s Hospitality with a 

Heart monthly community outreach meals 

Items accepted:  All clothing, shoes, sneakers, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 

drapes and stuffed toys.  (Please…no rags, 

fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods.) 

●Clothing is sent to people who can use it all 
over the US and World while helping the 

environment 

●Receive a tax deduction for your donation 
(receipts are on the shed) 
●Please put items in tied or closed bags. 
●Shed is located at the back of church parking 
lot 
(We have received $516.86 since the shed was 
installed in August 2015.) 
 
 
 

 

The following was adapted from “The Top 5 

Myths about Volunteering at Church" by Cory 

Busse on Our Sunday Visitor 

Think of a ministry at your church.  One you really 

value or appreciate.  Perhaps it’s the parish 

festival.  Or the funeral luncheons.  Are you 

thinking of one?  Good.  Now name all the people 

who volunteer to make that ministry happen.  If 

your own name didn’t appear on that list, think 

about the reasons why. 

Myth #1:  “I’m not good at anything.”  When we 

think of volunteering at church, we often think of 

the “showy” ministries like singing in the choir or 

reading at a service.  But it doesn’t take a Julliard 

graduate to be an extraordinary member of a 

church board or to volunteer for an event.  If 

reality television has taught us anything, it’s that 

America’s got talent.  Take the shade off your light, 

and let it shine. 

Myth #2:  “They don’t need my help.”  If your 

faith community is anything like mine, an 

amazingly efficient staff plus a handful of 

dedicated volunteers are its greatest asset, and its 

greatest threat.  The problem with churches 

where everything seems handled is that 

everything seems, well, handled.  New volunteers 

don’t come forward because it seems as though 

they’re not needed — and sometimes it’s hard to 

feel welcome.  But slowly, quietly, staff turns over 

and volunteers burn out.  Do yourself (and your 

fellow parishioners) a favor and get involved even 

when it seems like they could do it without you. 

Myth #3:  “I don’t have time.”  Saying we don’t 

have time to do something simply means that it’s 

not important to us.  And there are many people 

who make time to teach Sunday School classes 

from September through May.  Even if there aren’t 

enough hours in the day, there is time to help cook 

or serve or clean up at our monthly Hospitality 

with a Heart community outreach dinners.  

There’s time to be one of the first faces visitors 

look for in our ushers and greeters on Sundays.  

It’s your faith community; make it important to 

you! 

Myth #4:  “I gave at the collection plate.”  Don’t 

get me wrong, your church is exceedingly grateful 

for your financial offerings — especially in 

economic times like these.  But our churches 

aren’t built on money, they’re built on people. The 

three T’s, as the saying goes, are time, talent and 

treasure.  Putting an envelope in the collection on 

Sunday is a good start; but if money were all 

anyone gave, we’d gather each week in beautiful 

buildings with a roomful of strangers.  We need to 

warm up those other two T’s and get our hands 

dirty. 

Myth #5:  “I’m too [INSERT EXCUSE HERE] to 

volunteer.”  When the bulletin on Sunday reads 

“Volunteers Needed,” that means US.  When the 

announcements from the pulpit include a call for 

help, that’s us, too.  Volunteers aren’t expected to 

be perfect.  There’s no requirement to be the 

strongest, the smartest, the best looking, the most 

holy, or the most “worthy” (whatever that means).  

As Jesus said when He called His disciples, “I did 



not come to call the righteous but sinners” (Mt 

9:13).  That’s us.  And if that were qualification 

enough to be an apostle, it’s probably more than 

enough to serve coffee and donuts on Sunday 

mornings. 

 

Pentecost Balloon Postcards Returned:  

We received back three postcards from the 
balloon release on Pentecost.  The first 
was found in Leola, PA which is about 

380 miles southeast of N.R. and was 
received at 5:30 p.m. the same day. The 
second was found in Cherry Tree, PA 

which is about 215 miles southeast of 

N.R.  And the third was found in Basking Ridge, 
NJ which is about 460 miles east of N.R.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Hall Meeting 
with potluck dinner 

Sunday, June 19 

following worship service 
to discuss the possibility of moving to two 

Sunday worship services 
 

Please bring a dish to share based on last name 
beginning with: 

A – F salad/side dish 
G – N Desserts 
O – Z Main dish 


