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From the Pastor’s Pen  
July will always be a month that conjures up the most vivid memories 

from childhood.  For me, when I think of July, I can’t help but remember 
staring wide-eyed at the starry sky by the lake watching the sky erupt into 
beautiful arcs of red, white, and blue as the fireworks danced overhead.  Or 
I remember selling cinnamon rolls out on the lawn of our church as the 
Fourth of July parade marched by on our street, the bands playing joyfully 
while other children waved to them as they passed by. 
 Other memories of Slip n’ Slides, running through sprinklers, and 
taking camping trips flood through my mind as July has somehow become 
for me a time of making memories.  I even think back to a year ago and the 
memories I made with Allison as we joined together in marriage on a 
beautiful July day.  
 Yet while my mind races with memories of Julys gone by, it is my 
hope that this July is a time when new memories are made that will be 
looked back upon with joy and thanksgiving. Whether you go on new 
adventures or make wonderful memories sitting by a crackling fire on a quiet 
night, it is important for us to make each day worth remembering. 
 This month is also a time when we will be holding conversations and 
making decisions over what the future of our church will look like.  Later this 
month we will gather back together to report what 
feedback we have received about the possibility of 
moving to two services.  We will also be looking at the 
possibility of starting a youth group in our church as 
well as rehearing a youth choir from time to time.  
 As we look ahead to the bright future that awaits 
us as a community, we are sure to make memories this 
month that will be looked upon fondly in the years to 
come.  The road ahead is a long one, but it is filled with 
promise and possibility.  The future of our church has never looked so bright 
and it is all because of the work you are doing as a faith community. 
 As we make memories this month as individuals, families, and as a 
congregation, let us do so knowing that even better things await us on the 
horizon.  Let us celebrate that our church is a thriving faith community, one 
that will continue to make wonderful memories in the years to come.  

 Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik   

To 
Share 
Faith, 
Hope 
and 
Love 
with 
all. 
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Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
Happy Fourth of July!  Did you know that 

the Continental Congress voted on July 2, 1776 
in favor of a resolution for declaring 
independence?  The Continental Congress 
formally adopted that resolution, now known as 
the Declaration of Independence, on July 4, 
1776.   John Adams believed that the correct 
day to celebrate Independence Day was July 2 
and would not participate in July 4th activities.  
However, the date of July 4th has been 
recognized as the official federal holiday since 
1870 when congress adopted that date. 

There are discussions being held on the 
possibility of a different schedule for Sunday 
mornings.  The reasons why this is being 
considered have been discussed by now and 
your thoughts on the matter are important.  I 
hope you took the time to put forward your 
thoughts at the town hall meeting on June 19.  I 
believe that all of us have the best interests of 
the church in mind, no matter that our thoughts 
may differ.  I also hope everyone participates 
with the understanding that everyone's needs 
are not the same.  I learned two things long 
ago:  you can't please everyone and nothing in 
life remains static forever.  Change 
happens whether we like it or 
not.  Knowing the reason for making a 
change always helped me adapt when 
I was working. 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind everyone that 
the bills don't go on vacation in the 
summer, and I urge you to keep your 
pledge current even as you take 
your vacation.  Thank you. 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Diana Goode 
In preparing for the discussion of moving 

to two Sunday services, the research I did 
covered a wide variety of sources from churches 
announcing adding a second service to 
magazine and journal articles about the process 
(if, when and should).  The thing that rang 
throughout was that God is preparing to do 
great work through First Congregational UCC.  

He has already been at work, doubling our 
attendance in the last year from 65 to 125, 
adding new members, providing community 
meals and helping the needy in our community. 

God is at work here increasing our 
numbers; and because of that, we have the 
exciting need and opportunity to make room for 
the people God is going to bring to the church 
over the next few years.  By adding a second 
Sunday morning worship service, it will be 
possible to reach more and more people with 
the Lord's message.  God has put us in a unique 
and special position to be able to reach out to 
those seeking.  

As I talked with members many 
comments have been made and questions 
posed:  Why now?  Can’t we wait?  Our capacity 
is around 150 which means if we continue 
seeing new people at the present rate we will 
reach capacity by next year.  And this is the 
prime time to start work towards the bright 
future of First Congregational UCC. 

 With two services we won’t get to see 
everyone – this is true but we would have more 
special events to get all together on a timely 
basis.  I really don’t think we will let this happen 
as a church family – we can work through this, 

find together time. 
Change is scary.  Yes, change 

can be scary but many of the sources 
stated that new services can and will 
reach new kinds of people, will allow 
change while retaining the familiar, 
will give way to variety and choices, 
can activate inactive members curious 
to see and cut the uncomfortable 
feeling of coming back, will help the 
church thrive and be opening for those 

who are not attending church.  
 
Town Hall Meeting Committee Notes – We 
would like to thank everyone for all the sticky 
note comments and for following directions of 
only one comment per sticky note.  If you think 
of more comments, there will be sticky notes 
available before services and at coffee hour to 
add them to our boards.  You may also email 
them to the church (secretary@fccalive.org).  
We hope to see you at the next Town Hall 



Meeting on July 17 after church to discuss the 
comments received and to be a part of the 
future of our church. 
 
 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Vacation Bible School was an amazing 

three day fiesta!  We averaged 46 people each 
night, with about 20-22 kids and 24-26 adults.  
We ate dinner together, sang many songs, 
participated in Bible study, played games, did 
crafts, and closed out each evening with a 
finale!  Many thanks to the Board of Christian 
Education and Pastor Arik for their support!   A 
very special THANK YOU goes out to the families 
who took the time to come to the fiesta each 
night.  It truly was intergenerational, our 
youngest being 9 months and our oldest 
participant being 80.  If anyone took pictures 
that they are willing to share, please send them 
to me at cedirector@fccalive.org. 

We purposely moved Vacation Bible 
School to June so that we had the months of 
July and August to begin planning Christian 
Education, specifically Sunday School for the fall.  
We are utilizing a new program and depending 
on decisions concerning worship, we need the 
time to plan and execute our programming 
seamlessly.  If you are interested in helping with 
fall programming as a teacher or helper, please 
let me know.  More about the programming and 
its implementation will be in the August 
newsletter.  

By now the parents of the children 
attending our church should have received a 

letter from me that I hope you will have taken 
the time to have responded to with your 
thoughts and concerns.  As our numbers in 
church school begin to grow again, we want to 
make sure we are providing programming that 
meets the needs of families AND will be 
supported by those families.  I requested that all 
families respond to the letter by July 1.  If you 
haven’t responded, please do so NOW!   

Just a reminder to all about summer 
programming during worship time:  All children 
except nursery (3 and under) are in worship the 
entire time the first Sunday of the month.  On 
all other Sundays, those having completed 
second grade and younger will leave worship 
after the children’s time.  For those older than 
second grade, packets will be provided. 

WE ARE GOING TO FAMILY CAMP!  
We have the opportunity to do an 
INTERGENERATIONAL 
overnight camp out at 
Pilgrim Hills (our Ohio 
church camp for the UCC) 
October 29-30!  We will be 
joining Redeemer UCC of 
Westlake on this amazing 
adventure!  See the attached information form 
in the Messenger for more details and a 
registration form. 

Upcoming events: 
August 14:  Backpack Sunday - everyone is 
invited to bring their backpacks, book bags, 
totes, briefcases for the “Blessings of the 
Backpacks” for the new school year!  Even if you 
are not going to school, you are invited to bring 
your tote to be blessed! 
September 11:  Fall Sunday School begins 
 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
This summer will hopefully begin a 

transition in our church building and grounds.   
We hope to have the parking lot expansion done 
and the front windows repaired before fall.  The 
parking lot is turning into a major headache; we 
must go before the city’s planning commission in 
July for the city’s approval.  We have to add on 
to the parking lot because of the widening 



project of Center Ridge Rd. (losing approx.39 
feet) and the happy fact that we are growing in 
numbers. 

The front stained glass window project is 
necessary due to the deterioration of the 
windows themselves due to age. The windows 
will be taken out and taken away to be rebuilt 
and then reinstalled, hopefully as good as new. 
The window openings will be covered in 
plywood and decorated to at least give an 
appearance of windows.  Both projects will be 
major steps forward in improving our grounds 
both for now and into the future. 

On a personal level, Chris Frederick will 
be stepping down as Trustees chairperson but 
will stay on as a Trustee.  We wish to thank 
Chris for his leadership and hope he can remain 
with us for a long time.  I will be assuming the 
role of chairperson but will only do so with the 
cooperation of all members. 
 

 
Kelly La Rosa, Lorain Co. Habitat for Humanity Executive 
Director with Pete Veliconia, Habitat for Humanity Board 

Member and Member of First Congregational UCC 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Thanks to all of you and the hard work of 
the Outreach Committee members and a couple 
of extra church elves, we had plenty of stuff to 
sell and lots of help to make the rummage sale 
happen, to the tune of $1,133.00 for our 
recipient, Lorain County Habitat for Humanity.  
The check was presented to them by Pete 

Veliconia, our liaison from the church, on June 
12. 
 Another dining out fundraiser was hosted 
on June 20 by Our Place on the Ridge in North 
Ridgeville, who will be donating 15% back to the 
church.  Thank you to all who made this their 
meal stop on the 20th and helped earn some 
money for the stained glass window project.  
Total will be announced later. 
 The snack collection for the summer 
lunch program is going very well!  The wooden 
cradle in the narthex has been emptied twice 
already and taken to Community Care, where 
the lunches are packed for families with children 
in need of food during the summer months.  
Please continue to bring in snack size fruit, Jell-
O, pudding, juice boxes, crackers and cheese, 
etc.  The collection will continue through all of 
July and August.  The kids love this part of their 
lunches the most!! 
 It’s not too late to support the UCC Invest 
in the Vision collection to help create new 
congregations, support and uplift struggling UCC 
leaders, introduce exciting new ideas to promote 
growth and well-being within the UCC family of 
churches, and invite our youth to become the 
ministers of tomorrow.  Please use the special 
envelopes or a pew envelope (mark it “Invest in 
the Vision”) for your donation.  Thank you for 
believing in the UCC and its work all over the 
world.  You can make it happen! 
 Our outreach missions are ongoing.  
Since the beginning of the year through your 
donations to this committee we have given:  

� $600 to Community Care to care for the less 
fortunate of North Ridgeville 
� $200 to Lott’s Creek School in Hazard, KY to 

teach children in the hollers so they might 
have a better life in the future 
� $200 to Doctors Without Borders for medical 

relief in war torn countries 
� $200 to World Vision for stranded refugees 

coming from Syria 
� $200 Genesis House where daily help is 

given to homeless families due to shattered 
lives & dreams too hurtful to mention 
� $200 Family Promise of Lorain County to 

help address the needs of homeless families 
in Lorain County 



� $200 Blessing House to help provide 
temporary safe homes for children and 
families in crisis 
� $100 to Lorain County Free Clinic to help 

them implement meds and services where so 
many are without jobs, money & homes 
� approx. $900 every quarter to OCWM (Our 

Churches Wider Mission) through the UCC 
Western Reserve Association to sustain 
outreach programming across the nation and 
into some foreign countries 

Also, we have raised $1,133 for Lorain County 
Habitat for Humanity and sent care packages to 
military persons overseas. 
 Know that your monetary gifts to 
Outreach touch the lives of many people every 
day.  Please continue being God’s hands in this 
world and in this community.  Thank you for 
being a caring, giving church! 
 
 
 

St. Pauly 

Used Clothing 
Drop-Off Shed 

To benefit 
First Congregational UCC’s                   

Hospitality with a Heart                           
monthly community outreach meals 

(We have received $785.18 since the shed was 
installed in August 2015.) 

Items accepted:  All clothing, shoes, sneakers, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
drapes and stuffed toys.  (Please…no rags, 
fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods.) 

●Clothing is sent to people who can use it all 
over the US and World while helping the 
environment 
●Receive a tax deduction for your donation 
(receipts are on the shed) 
●Please put items in tied or closed bags. 
●Shed is located at the back of church parking 
lot 
 
 
 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
What Do You Know About Sunscreen? 

The purpose of sunscreen is to protect us from 
ultraviolet B rays (UVB), the chief cause of 
sunburn.  What about broad-spectrum 
sunscreen?  These sunscreens protect us from 
UVB and UVA rays.  UVA rays penetrate into the 
deeper layers of skin, accelerating age-related 
skin damage and largely contributing to the risk 
of melanoma.  UVA rays are constantly present 
during the day, no matter the season and pass 
through clouds and glass. 

SPF 30 is the minimum level 
recommended by the American Academy of 
Dermatology.  Almost half of sunscreens fail to 
meet the SPF claim on the label.  The level of 
protection also depends on proper use. 
    1) Apply 1 ounce (2 tablespoons) 15-30 
minutes before going outdoors. 
    2) Reapply every 2 hours. 
    3) Reapply immediately after you swim or 
perspire heavily. 
    4) Use a broad-spectrum sunscreen. 
    5) Don't forget your lips, back, legs, feet, 
back of neck, ears, and scalp along your part or 
wear a hat. 

Research shows some of the 
recommended sunscreen lotions to be: 
• LaRoche Posay Anthelios 60 melt-in sunscreen 
milk 

• Pure Sun Defense SPF 50 (Disney Frozen) 
• Coppertone Water Babies SPF 50 
• Equate Ultra Protection SPF 50 (Walmart) 
• No-Ad Sport SPF 50 
These met their claim and rated excellent for 
protection from UVA and UVB rays. 

Top 2 facial sunscreens: 
• Avon Sun& Sunscreen Face Lotion SPF 40 
• Up & Up Ultra Sheer SPF 30 (Target) 

Top sprays were: 
• Trader Joe's Spray SPF 50 
• Banana Boat Sun Comfort Continuous Spray 
SPF 50 

• Neutrogena Beach Defense Water & Sun 
protection SPF 70 

• Caribbean Breeze Continuous Tropical Mist SPF 
70 



• Equate Sport Continuous Spray SPF 30 
(Walmart) 

• DG Body Sport SPF 30 (Dollar General) 
According to a report in Consumer Reports July 
2016 issue these met their claim and rated very 
good to excellent for protection from UVA and 
UVB rays. 
 
 

Women’s Book Club:   On July 18 we will 
gather on Krista O’Neill’s patio (34035 Luanne 
Drive…off Lear Nagle) at 6:30 pm to discuss A 
Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner.  Bring 
beverage and a snack to share.  All women are 
welcome! 
 

 

 
7/3 Sebastian Smoker 
7/6 Joan Bier 
7/6 Dahlia Wolanski 
7/14 Bob Karlovec 
7/15 Edie Phillips 
7/18 Cliff Schreiber 
7/25 Diana Goode 

  7/3 Bob & Nancy Franks 
  7/4 Greg & Kim Cromwell 
  7/18 Bob & Mary Karlovec 
  7/21 Brian & Barb Zinsmeister 
  7/22 John & Dawn Alpine 
  7/24 Mark & Jen Murphy 
  7/25 Arik & Allison Borstad 

 

 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
July  

3 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 
10 Nancy Long, Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 
17 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 
24 Vi Elrod, Joe Pesch, June Yost 
31 Shirley Sunyak, Dale & Becky Williams 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
July  

3  
10 Abigail Packard 
17 Cady Kyser 
24 Brian Frederick 
31 Eli Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

More Fiesta! VBS Fun 

 

 
 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
2  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

3  
Pastor Arik off 

Communion 
 

4  
Independence Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

8  
 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

10  
Outreach 9 am 

July birthdays 

11  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

12  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

14  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

15  
 

16  
Newsletter articles due 

Music sorting 9 am 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

17 

Communion 

Town Hall Meeting 

18  
Women’s Book Club    
7 pm @ Krista O’Neill’s 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

21  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

22  
 

23  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

24  
 

25  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

28  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

29  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7                 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

30  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

31  
Deacons 11:30 am 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Arik off 



 
 

2016 ALL CHURCH RETREAT  
Sat., Oct. 29, 10:00 am – Sun., Oct. 30, 1:00 pm 

at 
PILGRIM HILLS CAMP 

33833 Township Road 20, Brinkhaven, OH 43006 
 

COST: 
Adult—1 night + 4 meals + supplies = $75.00* 

          Child (6-11yrs)—1 night + 4 meals + supplies = $48.00* 
Child (5 and under) FREE! 

          *We will be having a fundraiser in September to hopefully help reduce the costs for  
          individuals and families.* 

 
LODGING: 

We will be lodged in cabins with one single bed and several bunk beds with a bathroom in each 
cabin.  We have cabins 9-14 on Fellowship Hill so we will be able to be flexible in housing. 

Individuals will be housed together using bottom bunks only in the cabin. 
 

REGISTRATION & DEPOSIT due by September 1 
BALANCE due by October 16 

(We must have 25 PAID registrations (under 5’s do not count)  
so PLEASE consider joining us! 

 



 
ALL CHURCH RETREAT 2016 

REGISTRATION 
Names 

Adult_____________________________________________  

 Adult_____________________________________________ 

 Child _____________________________________________ age____  

 Child _____________________________________________ age____ 

Child _____________________________________________ age____  

Child _____________________________________________ age____ 
 

Email address:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Transportation/arrival 
 Do you need a ride to the retreat? YES/NO 
 Do you have space in your car for another rider? YES/NO If so, how many? _______ 
 
Housing 
 We will try to accommodate all housing preferences in the order of registration. 

MARK YOUR CHOICE IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE 1, 2  
______I want to be in a cabin with other single individuals (bottom bunk only or single bed if available.) 
______I am willing to share a cabin with another family. List other family name ___________________ 

Special Needs 
______accessibility  
______dietary, please specify______________________________ 
______Other, please describe______________________________ 
 
Talents:  I will be willing to: 
 ____Help lead music   ____Help with a craft  ____Help with yard games 
 ____Help with fire building   Play an instrument: ____Piano  ____Guitar  ____ Other instrument  
 Other:  please describe___________________________________ 
 
DEPOSIT of $25.00 per person age 6 and older  RECEIVED_________  DATE___________ 
BALANCE DUE_____________________   PAID______________ DATE______________ 
 
REGISTRATION AND DEPOSIT DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1.   Once you register, we will send you an info 
sheet with directions and what you need to bring to camp.  


