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From the Pastor’s Pen  
Somehow it is already August.  Can you believe it?!  Soon 

the youth of our community will be returning back to school, as 
summer makes a final push before autumn settles in.  I’m not 
sure where this past year has gone, but looking ahead there are 
many exciting events that are going to take place at our church.  
 On August 7 we are going to be welcoming a guest 
preacher, Rev. Dr. Rita Root.  Rita is the Association General 
Minister for our Association and oversees many churches in Ohio.  
This will be a wonderful opportunity to meet someone who is very 
important to our denomination and to celebrate the way that our 
congregation is part of a larger community.  Rita is an excellent preacher so 
I know I’m looking forward to the opportunity to hear her preach! 
 Then the week following Rita’s visit we will be having a very special 
Sunday in the life of our congregation.  On August 14 we will be having the 
Blessing of the Backpacks as our youth prepare to return to school.  This is 
an opportunity for anyone with backpacks, briefcases, purses, or satchels to 
bring their items to church and receive a special prayer and blessing for the 
upcoming year.  Regardless of whether you are involved with the education 
system or not, this is a wonderful tradition that we love to celebrate! 
 Additionally on the 14 we will have the affirmation of the confirmation 
of Emma MacNiven, who was baptized in our congregation in 2003.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to see how much Emma has grown and how her faith 
has blossomed, so please join us for this sacred event! 
 Finally, this month we will have a chance to take a closer look at some 
of the hidden historical treasures that have been unearthed during the 
cleaning process of our building.  We will be looking at the ways that 
treasures can be found in unlikely places and how valuable it is to remember 
who we are and where we have come from.  
 As we venture forward into the year, it is my hope that you will join 
us as we prepare to make this Fall a special time for all of us at First 
Congregational.  There has never been a better time to reach out to friends 
and neighbors to let them know the amazing things that are taking place at 
our church!  Let us continue to build upon this community of faith so that we 
may remain a shining beacon of God’s love in our community.  

                           Blessings and Peace,  
                 Pastor Arik 
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Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
Karen and I like to watch the birds, and 

one way to attract them is to feed them.  So we 
do.  I would like to think they appreciate it, but I 
know they just think of it as a food source.  
However, did you know that the birds are picky 
eaters?  The wrens will knock off seeds until 
they find the ones they want, as do the blue 
jays, cardinals and other birds.  You might think 
that this makes a mess on the ground, and you 
would be right.  However, the seeds they knock 
down do not stay there very long; they feed 
other birds too big to land on the feeders as well 
as squirrels, raccoon, deer and turkey.  The 
birds have no idea that they are contributing to 
the feeding of these others, they just know they 
want certain seeds.  If you look at it as a bird 
might, it would be unintended consequences.  If 
you look at it as a squirrel might, you might 
think of it as serendipity.  We look at what is 
happening as humans, so we continue to feed 
the birds, who continue to provide the others 
with food. 

While the birds are mindless of their 
generosity, as humans we help provide for 
others knowingly.  Or do we?  We recently had a 
rummage sale where all the proceeds went to 
Habitat for Humanity and they are using it for 
housing for those otherwise unable to obtain it.  
We know that; but what about the results of 
that housing?  How many children have been 
able to grow up to contribute to the community 
because they had a safe, secure home?  How 
many families avoided serious illness because 
their house was secure from the elements, or 
because they were now able to prepare healthy 
meals due to having a fully functioning kitchen? 

I would like to mention here that our 
church's own outreach helps in ways that are 
invisible to us as a congregation.  Outreach 
helps many local entities including North 
Ridgeville's own Community Care.  While we 
know our donations help those groups, we 
rarely see (or know about) the effect that those 
monies have on the people that are served.  Our 
own Minister's Discretionary Fund enables 
outreach on a one-to-one basis for those that 
have no other place to turn.  It is an important 
part of our church's outreach, and I hope you 

continue to support it.  How many lives have 
been touched by the generosity of our 
congregation?  I guess we will never know, but I 
hope we keep on helping others any way we 
can. 

While helping others we should also be 
mindful of helping ourselves.  Please remember 
that your continued financial support is the 
reason we remain a presence in our community.   
Thank you! 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As I sit and reflect on my newsletter 

article, I realize that it is almost August!  Where 
has the summer gone?  It seems like we just 
finished VBS and it is now time to start to gear 
up fall programming!! 

This summer we have spent a significant 
amount of time looking towards the future and 
what it will look like at our church.  I am glad 
(and a little relieved) that we are going to take 
the next months to really look critically at what 
will work best for this congregation.  I 
appreciate the six families that took the time to 
respond to my questionnaire and honestly give 
us good feedback.  I hope that those who did 
not respond will still give me their feedback so 
that we can begin to provide the best 
programming for our children.  

The Fall Sunday School programming will 
begin on Sunday, September 11.  This fall we 
will have three classes using the faith formation 
curriculum “Praying and Living Joyfully.”  After 
dismissal from church, we will 
gather in the tent room for an 
introduction to that week’s 
lesson then scatter to three 
different areas for two more 
segments.  If you are 
interested in helping in one 

of the classrooms on a weekly or 
twice monthly basis, please let me know.  
I need one or two people who are willing to be 
the lead in each classroom as well as a helper 
for each classroom.  The lead teachers can 
alternate weeks if desired.  I would request that 
helpers commit to every other week so they are 
familiar with the kids and curriculum.  A meeting 
to introduce you to the curriculum and plan will 



be Tuesday, August 9 at 6:30 p.m.  If you 
cannot attend this session, please let me know 
and I will work with you individually.  

The Christian Education Board and I are 
working on other programming for our children 
for this upcoming church year.  Unfortunately I 
have not had much positive feedback on a 
monthly week night Kid’s Club and/or children’s 
choir.  I realize that our children are committed 
to many extracurricular activities and time is 
precious; however, I would ask that you look 
closely at your schedules and prayerfully 
consider that ONE night a month from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. you can make a commitment to 
fostering your children’s love of God.  To help 
you with your decision making, I am looking at 
the second or fourth Wednesday night of the 
month from September through May. 
Wednesday night is the best night for many 
reasons but most importantly there are no other 
groups meeting here on that night and I can 
utilize the entire facility. 

We are still taking registrations for our 
INTERGENERATIONAL  FAMILY CAMP!  

Please have your reservation 
and deposit in by September 1.  
We need a minimum of 25 
people per camp guidelines.  
We are working on a fundraiser 
idea for September to help 
defray the cost.  A few people 
have asked if they can bring 
their camper and park it there 

for the weekend.  This is our church camp and 
they do not have permits and facilities for 
campers.  We will be staying in the camp cabins 
and eating our meals together in the dining hall. 

Women of the church:  please keep 
Saturday, November 5 open for our one day 
mini retreat!  I am still working out the details 
but it is sure to be fun!  More information will be 
in the September newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget that BACKPACK 
SUNDAY August 14!  Please bring your 
backpack, tote, briefcase, or satchel…whatever 
you carry to work or school for the Blessings of 
the Backpacks during worship. 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Bob Olesen 
The Night a Prayer was Answered                                                                                              

Prayer is not my constant companion.  Like 
others have told me, it usually occurs at times 
when a family member or friend is in crisis.  It 
was always my rule that I could pray for others, 
but not for myself.  I guess it is because I 
always felt that I wasn’t worthy enough to ask 
for special favors.  

I broke this rule on a day in May in 1980, 
during one of the most dreadful periods of my 
life.  We were celebrating my birthday.  It had 
been a fun day but a very tiring day for the 
family.  My daughters, including the nine year 
old, were sound asleep.  Carole and I had gone 
to bed and were recounting the events of the 
day when I heard a painful groan.  My wife of 
20 years had been silenced by a brain 
aneurysm.  

The doctors in the emergency room were 
honest - there was little hope for survival 
without surgery; but because the aneurysm 
continued to bleed, surgery was impossible. 
Carole was given a 10% chance of survival and 
if she did, she would never be the same.  Your 
life spins backwards when you are given this 
kind of news.  You think of days gone by and 
begin to hope for miracles. 

I was able to hold the family together for 
the first three days but the enormity of the 
situation began affecting my decision making.  
Sleep was difficult, almost impossible.  The third 
night as I lay in bed, my mind was spinning like 
a top, my insides were hurting.  I knew that 
once again, there would be no sleep.  I turned 
to God in prayer.  I asked him to take this pain 
away and let me sleep so I could take better 
care of my family.  What happened next was 
almost surreal, and in some respects, almost 
frightening. 

In an instant there was a warm sensation 
in my body.  It felt like all worry and stress was 
being withdrawn.   An inner peace was 
prevailing.  I resisted the temptation to sit up 
and look around the room to see if there was 
still a visible element present with me, whatever 
that might have been.  I will admit to being a 
little frightened, but I said to myself, “leave it 
alone; your prayer has been answered.” 



I cannot remember anything else that 
happened that night.   All I know is that I awoke 
the next morning feeling refreshed and able to 
better face the problems ahead.   

On the seventh day a wife and mother 
left us but I will never forget the moment that 
my prayer was answered.  It was a life-changing 
experience for me because I now know that God 
does listen. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
As I write this we just received word that 

the parking lot project will proceed as soon as 
the paver can schedule it.  Thanks to Bob and 
Nancy Franks who put time in to measure and 
to document the project and to Jack Fitts who 
spent a couple of hours trying to chase down 
city officials who could answer our questions. 

There always seem to be issues that crop 
up in an old building and we can always use a 
fresh set of eyes to see whatever needs to be 
done.  Please ask any of the Trustees to look 
into any issues you have noticed.  When it 
comes to Dave, our maintenance person, he has 
been very proactive and wants to keep problems 
from occurring (we do too) so please let us 
know if there are issues and the Trustees and 
Dave will address them. 

The widening of Center Ridge will be a 
major headache for the next two or three years 
and we will do all we can to ensure some type 
of normalcy here, so please be patient while all 
bugs are worked out.  This will hopefully help 
our image in that more people will theoretically 
be driving by and may just want to check us 
out.  We need to work 
together to keep 
others coming in and 
checking out our 
church and hopefully 
all the construction will 
not scare them away. 

 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Thanks to all of you who attended 
another dining out fundraiser.  It raised $87.67 
toward the stained glass window project for our 
church.  The destination was Our Place on the 
Ridge restaurant, where 15% of the total bills 

came back to our church.  We will be setting up 
another one of these events in the near future.  
Look for flyers coming soon… 
 Help needed!  We’re always asking for 
something but it is really needed!  Appearing in 
the Sunday School wing is our little school house 
with a donation box underneath it.  Please bring 
in new socks and/or underwear for both boys 
and girls for back to school.  Sizes for school 
age children from kindergarten through high 
school are needed.  Drop donations in the box 
during the month of August.  Thank you from 
the Community Care families with kids! 
 Invest in the Vision, a special offering 
collection during July, received your attention 
for additional support for new and struggling 
congregations, recruitment of youth into the 
ministry and development of sustaining 
partnerships for growth in faith and service for 
our congregations.  We sent $150 to the 
Western Reserve Association for this special 
program.  Thank you for your support! 
 We will be holding a blood drive at the 
church on Sunday, September 25 from 11 am to 
1 pm.  The bloodmobile will be here to receive 
your gift of life.  Please say “Yes!” When asked  

to sign up to give by one 
of our Outreach 
members.  We need at 
least 18 volunteers to 
give blood to bring the 

bloodmobile here.  Say 
“Yes!” because somebody’s life depends on it!!  
Someday, it may be your own. 
 The Hospitality with a Heart community 
outreach meals are our continuing outreach 
program with many of you volunteering to cook, 
serve, clean-up, etc.  If you feel you would like 
to help out the last Friday of every month, or 
perhaps one of the Fridays, just show up around 
4:30 or 5:00 pm and we’ll show you where you 
can be of assistance.  Stay as long as you can.  
Thank you in advance! 

“Let us not clutter up today with the leavings of 
other days.  Each new day is an opportunity to start 
all over again…to cleanse our minds and hearts 
anew and to clarify our vision.”  Take it to God, in 
prayer.  (Apples of Gold) 
 



Dear Rev. Arik Borstad and First Congregational 
Church, 

    I am again writing to issue a general thank 
you for the messages, the gifts, and the cards 
that keep arriving.  Please know that I am 
buoyed up by each and every one of your 
generous expressions of concern.  I have a large 
stack of these on the side table by my chair, and 
I peruse them when I am feeling low.  I may 
sometime be able to personally respond, but I 
am very ill now, and my reserves are easily 
expended.  Unfortunately all of the clinical news 
coming in is ominous.  There is very little (or 
nothing), to report that is positive. 

    This intense struggle is one that I will not 
win.  Please pray for me that my suffering will 
soon end. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ronald Gibson 

(If you would like to send a note or card to Ron, his 
address is P.O. Box 372, Oberlin, OH 44074.) 

 

 

 

On August 10 the Women’s Book Club will join 
with First Congregational Church of Elyria for 
our combined picnic at Bur Oak picnic area 
(French Creek Reservation in Sheffield Lake) at 
6:00 pm.  Bring a dish to share.  The book we 
will be discussing is The Year of Pleasures by 
Elizabeth Berg. 

Upcoming books & meeting dates: 
September 19:  No Longer Safe by AJ Waines 
October 17:  Me Before You by JoJo Moyes 

We would love some new members and maybe 
the return of those who haven’t been able to 
participate in a while.  It is wonderful fellowship. 
 
 
 

Address Changes 

●Marge Baker, 136 Arrow Ct., Elyria, OH 44035 

●Holly Chalkwater, 150 Beebe Ave., Elyria, OH 44035 

●Craig & Brenda (Do) Schutz, 8336 Lucia Ln., N. 

Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Ushers & Greeters 
July  
31 Shirley Sunyak, Dale & Becky Williams 

August  
7 Liz Wolanski, Regenia Comerford, Bob Franks 

14 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
21 Vonnie Packard, Mary Ireland, Millie Gilly 
28 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
July  
31 Eli Kyser 

August  
7 Claire Wolanski 

14 Rhys Kyser 
21 Arden Dlugosz 
28 Abby Anderson 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 
8/7 Sandy Chalkwater 
8/8 Dawn Alpine 
8/9 Ann Olesen 
8/9 Mike Bier 
8/12 Madison Frederick 
8/12 Megan Frederick 
8/13 Kelsey Veliconia 
8/13 Vanessa Stamper 
8/16 Peggy Poe 
8/17 Cathy Cornman 
8/18 Kathy Pero 
8/20 Bob Franks 
8/21 Gayle Hannold 
8/23 Gary Wiley 

  8/17 Harry & Rosemary Berg 
  8/21 Alex & Jane Woravka 
  8/31 George & Jody Millar 
 
 

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

2  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

3  
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

4  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

5  
 

6  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

7  
Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

Rev. Dr. Rita Root 
preaching 

Fellowship hall floor 
maintenance 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

10  
Women’s Book Club    
6 pm @ Bur Oak picnic 
area 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

12  
 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

14  
Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

Affirmation of 
Confirmation of Emma 
Macniven 

August birthdays 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

18  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

19  
 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

21  
Communion 

22  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

24  
 

25  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

26  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7                 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

28  
Deacons 11:30 am 

29  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

30  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

31  
 

 
 



From the Peanut Gallery 

 
A peanut gallery was, in the days of vaudeville, a nickname for the 
cheapest (and ostensibly rowdiest) seats in the theater, the occupants 
of which were often known to heckle. 
 

The following is adapted from an article on http://www.frbaptist.org/ 

SHE TOOK MY SEAT! 

A lady took my seat in church a while back.  It’s 

not that important, really.  She’s a very nice lady, 

kind and considerate.  A good friend in fact.  There 

were several other seats available.  I can sit 

anywhere.  The people in our congregation are as 

friendly and caring as you will find any place in 

the world.  A person should be comfortable sitting 

any place.  It’s no big deal. 

My seat is in the seventh row back from the front 

of the church.  I’m sure she didn’t intend to take 

my seat.  She just wouldn’t do that.  Nor would 

anyone else in our fine church.  It doesn’t make 

that much difference. 

My seat is on the end of the pew, on the north side, 

by the windows.  On your left as you come into the 

sanctuary.  I can rest my left arm on the end of the 

pew.  It’s a good seat.  I would never raise a fuss 

about a seat. 

I suppose she came early, and my seat appeared 

available.  She probably didn’t intend anything 

personal by taking my seat, but I would never 

raise a fuss about a seat, or hold a grudge. 

There are several seats available on the south side.  

On your right as you come in.  I could have taken 

one of those.  Those people who sit over there are 

very nice.  Over there on the south side.  I know 

most of those people.  I would be welcome there, 

on the south side. 

Actually, it was about three months ago when she 

took my seat.  I really don’t know why she took it.  

I’ve never done anything to her.  I’ve never taken 

her seat.  I suppose I’ll have to come an hour early 

now to get my seat.  Either that or sit on the south 

side. 

She really took it because it is one of the best seats 

in the house.  That’s why she took it.  She had no 

business taking my seat.  I wouldn’t have been 

surprised if it had been a couple of other ladies in 

our church, who shall not remain 

unnamed…Donna [Smith] and Clarice [Brown] 

have been picking on me for a long time. 

I’m not going to sit on the south side.  That’s for 

southsiders.  I’m a northsider.  I can just hear 

those southsiders if I sit over there.  “What’s she 

doing over here?”  I’ll tell you what she’s doing 

over here.  Some unscrupulous person took her 

seat, that’s what.  She took it because it’s the best 

seat in the house.  And I’m not going to church two 

hours early to get what is rightfully mine from the 

beginning. 

This is the way great social injustices begin.  

Abusive people taking other people’s seats in 

church.  This is the way the seeds of revolution are 

sown.  A person can only stand so much.  Where is 

it going to end?  If somebody doesn’t stand up and 

be counted, nobody’s seat will be safe.  People will 

just sit any place they place.  And the next thing 

they’ll do is take my parking place, too.  World 

order will be in shambles. 

I’m not going to take this lying down.  I can’t; the 

stakes are just too high.  I think I’ll go to the 

church board.  Better still, I’ll contact a good 

personal injury lawyer; a real shark.  One who will 

go right for the throat.  Even better, one who will 

go for the pocketbook. 

[But it’s not really a big deal.  I would never raise a 

fuss about a seat.] 

 

Senior Center 
North Ridgeville Office for Older Adults 

Open House 
Tuesday, August 16 from 10 am – 2 pm 

Free event open to anyone 55 & over & their families 

Come & see all the Senior Center has to offer in 
activities, fitness classes, trips, programs, 

entertainment & socialization.  Blood pressure 
checks throughout the day. 

Fitness demonstrations: 
10:30 – Exercise 
11:30 – Tai Chi 

12:15 – Chair Yoga 
1:00 – Line Dancing 

Senior Center is located next to City Hall on the 
corner of Avon Belden & Bainbridge Roads 


