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From the Pastor’s Pen  
September is upon us, and so is the start of our fall schedule for 

worship.  I’m not sure how this year continues to speed by, but somehow we 

find ourselves nine months into this year already!  However, as we prepare 

for our fall schedule, there are plenty of exciting things that are taking place 
at First Congregational UCC.  
 First, on September 4 our Choir will be reconvening for another year 
to bring their gift of music to our worship services!  This is a great time to 
join our choir as they give their musical gifts and praise back to God.  You 
don’t have to be a master musician to join – all you need is a love of singing!  
We hope you will add your voice to ours as we sing our praise on Sunday 
mornings.  
 To celebrate the choir starting up once again, on September 4 we will 
be having a “Hymn Sing” for our worship service.  You are invited to write 
down your favorite hymns and place them in a box at the back of the 
Sanctuary.  Those hymns will be gathered together and then on Sunday 
morning we will sing a handful of them as a community.  It promises to be 
an excellent time when we can sing those hymns we all know by heart.  
Make sure to submit your favorite hymns, and be sure to join us on 
September 4! 
 Then the following week we will be shifting the tone of our worship 

service as we recognize the 15th anniversary of the September 11th attacks 
on the U.S.   During our Sunday service we will be hearing stories that 

center around the first responders and what they have gone through in the 

aftermath.  It promises to be a powerful and emotional service so we hope 
you will be able to join us for this important day.  
 September 11 is also the first day of our Sunday School program, 
which promises to be better than ever this year!  There are many exciting 

things planned for our youth so there has never been a better time to invite 
friends, neighbors, coworkers, and young families to come to our church and 

see all of the great things that are taking place here!  

 As the leaves start to fall and as the weather begins to change, let us 
be mindful of the changes that take place around us in every corner of our 
lives.  Let us have the vision to see what is possible in the changes around 
us and let us do what we can to forge and even brighter future for our 

community.  
      Blessings and Peace,  

      Pastor Arik
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Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
Are you familiar with the name O.C. 

Barber (the O.C. stood for Ohio Columbus)?  Not 
too many people are.  In the late 1800's the 

matches people used came with a high price.   

Phosphorous was used in the manufacture of 
matches and it caused a disease among the 
workers called phosphorous necrosis.  The 

disease caused deterioration of the cartilage in 

the jaw making eating and speaking very 
difficult.  It also left the workers disfigured. 

O.C. Barber became president of the 

Diamond Match Company in 1889 and by 1910 
had developed a patented process to make 

matches without phosphorous.  O.C. was not a 

very well-liked man by his employees due to low 
wages and long hours, but he did seem to care 
about them, as well as other workers.  O.C. 
could have made a lot of money through his 
patent, but instead he shared the process with 
his competitors, free of charge, because he 
knew the hardship faced by workers who got 
sick.  This gesture made headlines in the New 
York Times in January of 1911. 

While it may not seem like as big a deal, 
the people who volunteer their time for the 
church are doing something similar; they are 
giving up something for the good of the larger 
group.  The work on the shed, the polishing of 
the floor, the teachers, the Friday night dinner 
workers, and all the others that contribute are 
an important part of this church.  You might 

want to take the time to thank them for their 
work.  While you are at it, remember those that 
have contributed in the past to make the church 

what it is today and thank them also.  You may 

even want to be a volunteer. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
September starts the busiest three 

months in Christian Education!  Sunday School 

starts on September 11.  The first Sundays of 
the month will continue to be all-family Sundays.  

Children will be in church for the entire service.  
Pastor Arik and I are working on ways to involve 

the children more in the worship service.  On all 
other Sundays we will begin in church and leave 

after the children’s time with Pastor Arik.  Our 

Sunday School theme this year is part of the 

UCC Faith Practices “Living and Playing 
Joyfully.”  We are still in need of helpers in the 

classrooms on a rotating basis.  If you are 

willing to help, please see Kelsey or me and we 

can give you the information and sign you up!\ 
On Sunday, September 25 Christian 

Education is sponsoring a BAKE 
SALE during coffee hour to help 
with the funding of  FAMILY 

CAMP.  We are in need of bakers 
and we hope you will also stop by 
our table and purchase some 

yummy goodies.  A sign-up sheet 

for bakers is in Fellowship Hall! 

FAMILY CAMP is next month!  We still 
need to fill 8 spaces to meet the 

required minimum of 25 people.  
Please consider joining us for camp 
at Pilgrim Hills October 29-30!  See 
the info board outside my office for 
more information!  Just an FYI:  

there will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on 
October 30. 

Save the date!  Saturday, November 
5 will be our one day 
retreat for 2016!  More 
information in the October 
Messenger!  Exciting 
news…the 2017 Women’s 
Retreat has been scheduled for November 3-5, 
2017 at Punderson Manor Lodge.  Details 
coming in January! 

I am in need of someone who 
can cut wooden circles out of 
branches and drill 2 holes in 
them so we can make the 

nametags for family camp.  I 
need about 75 of them!  Who is 
willing to help? 

 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Thank you, church family, for bringing in 
the back-to-school socks and underwear for the 

young clients of Community Care!  Bob and I 
delivered all the items, including backpack and 
school supplies on August 15 so the families 

would have them by the 20th for pick up.  The 
Community Care staff were delighted to receive 



so many items, including all the food stuffs.  

Good job, everyone!!  God loves a cheerful 
giver! 

 Remember to save your blood for our 

upcoming Blood Drive on Sunday, September 25 

from 11 am – 1 pm.  Christian Ed will be 
sponsoring a bake sale the 
same morning so you can 

fortify your insides before 
giving up your blood 

outside in LifeShare’s 

bloodmobile.  Your gift of whole blood 
will save another person or person’s life.  Say 

Yes! and sign up!! 

 Genesis House of Lorain County is an 

organization dedicated to sheltering abused and 
battered women in safe houses until they are 
able to make life decisions to better their 
conditions.  Needs are:  travel-size combs, 
brushes, toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental floss, 
deodorant, wipes, toilet paper, lotions, and hair 
care products.  Please be generous and place 
your donations in the wooden cross bin in the 
Sunday School wing during September and 
October.  Thank you!  Help make this life-
changing event a little easier with simple, life-
sustaining items. 
 Our Hospitality with a Heart 
meals, the last Friday of every 
month, help ease the shortage of 
food stamps at the end of the 
month for those in need of a meal.  
In a pleasant atmosphere with folks who care 
and share, a hot, healthy meal with prayer, song 

and friendly conversation is provided.  Thank 

you to Edie Phillips and her people who give of 
their time and talents to put this all together for 
our guests.  Want to be a part of putting these 

meals on??  Show up at the church about 4:30 
pm on those Fridays and ask to help.  A friendly 
person will guide you into service! 

 Our next stained glass window fundraiser 
will be at Applebee’s in Elyria (in front of Midway 
Mall) on Thursday, October 13.  Look for more 

information and a flyer in the near future. 
 If you would like to be part of our 
committee, please let one of our members know 
that you’re interested so we can plan on 

bringing you on board.  We meet at the church 
on the first Sunday of each month (unless 

otherwise informed) at 9 a.m. in fellowship hall.  

Qualifications are simply being a giving person!  
Hoping to hear from YOU soon!! 

Outreach members:  Nancy Franks, Ann Olesen, 

Edie Phillips, Becky Williams, Barb Zinsmeister 

Think about it:  The worst thing that happens to 
a man/woman may be the best thing that ever 
happened to him/her, if he/she doesn’t let it get 

the best of either of them.          - Copied 
 

Deacons’ Desk  
 Back in 1969 I almost bled to death from 

ulcerative colitis.  After many times in the 

hospital and many tests, I had surgery.  They 
took out all of my colon and part of my small 

intestine and I’ve got an ileostomy.  My mom 
was the one who knew what I was going to 
have done because when she was in the 11th 
grade at Eaton High School, she had to quit 
school to take care of her dad who had colon 
cancer. 
 Now forward to 2015-2016…I woke up 
two days after my 70th birthday with a blockage.  
I was rushed into surgery where Dr. Kristine 
Brown had to remove more of my intestine 
because mesh from previous surgeries had 
adhered to the intestine, causing the blockage.  
Dr. Brown saved my life again. 
 As everyone was working at getting me 
well, I realized my mom wasn’t there and I felt 
so alone.  I cried so many tears but she still was 
not there.  Pastor Arik was very supportive; and 

through many weeks of recovery, I realized she 
is in a much better place and still watching over 
me.   

 That is how we Deacons are – we support 

each other.  When one hurts, we all band 
together to help each other.  If you ever need 
help, ask one of us and we will help you too. 
 Thank you for getting me through all of 

this.  I love you all! 
Betty Fitts,  

Proud Deacon 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
As we approach the Autumn season, it is 

almost time to begin the 2016 Stewardship 
Campaign.  The theme this year is “Generations 



of Generosity”.  I know that we hate talking 

about money, hate talking about budgets.  The 
fact of the matter is that the Church needs 

money to pay the bills, pay the employees and 

keep the doors open.  Being in an older building 

there are many repairs and updates that we 
must do and I feel that we do a fantastic job of 
ensuring that the repairs are done in a timely 

and smart way.  The repairs are done in-house 
whenever possible; and when outside 

companies are brought in, all due diligence is 

followed to make sure repairs are done well and 
as cost effectively as possible. 

The repairs and basic upkeep are an 

everyday challenge but the biggest challenge is 

always ensuring that our employees are paid in 
a manner that is commensurate with their 
talents.  This, sadly, has been something that is 
not being done.  We will be looking to make 
sure that the pay of these hard-working people 
is as fair as we can possibly make it with all of 
our budget constraints.  I will personally, as will 
all members who will be working on the budget, 
look to fairly compensate the people who keep 
our church running.  As we work toward the 
time that we look to implement our 2017 budget 
please think of how we can keep our doors open 
while making sure that we can keep these 
people with us. 

The generations have been kind to our 
Church; please be generous in our thoughts and 
our contributions going forward. 

 

Women’s Book Club:   
Upcoming books & meeting dates: 

September 19:  No Longer Safe by AJ Waines 

October 17:  Me Before You by JoJo Moyes 
We would love some new members and maybe 

the return of those who haven’t been able to 

participate in a while.  It is wonderful fellowship. 
Book club gatherings are at the church at 7 p.m. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
August  

28 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 
September  

4 Nancy Long, Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 
11 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 
18 Vi Elrod, Joe Pesch, June Yost 
25 Shirley Sunyak, Dale & Becky Williams 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
August  

28 Abby Anderson 
September  

4 Abigail Packard 
11 Cady Kyser 
18 Rhys Kyser 
25 Mackenzie Pero 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

  
 
 

9/2 Sandy Gast 
 9/2 Mackenzie Pero 
 9/7 Becky Williams 
 9/10 Jody Millar 
 9/14 Betty Noland 
 9/17 Vi Elrod 
 9/17 Linda Matis 
 9/21 Kari Dlugosz 
 9/23 Mary Ireland 
 9/24 Holly Chalkwater 
 9/25 Rich Vulcan 
 9/26 Brenda Schutz 
 9/29 Karen Mytnick 

  9/1 Henry & Vaughn Repenning 
  9/6 Dennis & Angelina Huffman 
  9/20 Pete & Karen Veliconia 
 

International Peace Day Prayer Service 

Please join the parishioners of St. Julie Billiart Church 

to pray for peace on Wednesday, September 21 from 

7-8 p.m.  This is our second year joining with people 

around the world for International Peace Day to sing, 

reflect and pray for peace.  We’re the church in the 

woods at 5500 Lear Nagle Road, North Ridgeville, 

between Center Ridge and Mills Roads. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

2  
 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

4  
Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

Hymn Sing Service 

5  
Labor Day – OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

6  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

7  
Choir 7 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

9  
 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

11  
Sunday School begins 

First Responders Service 

September birthdays’ 
celebration 
 

12  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

14  
Choir 7 pm 

15  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

18  
Communion 
 
 

19  
Women’s Book Club    
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

21  
Choir 7 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

25  
Blood Drive 11 am – 1 pm 

CE Bake Sale during 
blood drive 

Deacons 11:30 am 
 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

28  
Choir 7 pm 

29  
Wedding rehearsal       
5 pm 
(Langford/Szabo) 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

30  
Hospitality with a Heart 
meal:  4-6 prep, 6-7                 
serve, 7-? clean up 
 
 

 


