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From the Pastor’s Pen  
Happy October, everyone!  Fall is officially here and we are starting to 

see the changes that are taking place in our world.  The air is growing 
colder, the leaves are beginning to fall, and there is a sense of anticipation 
for what the end of the year will bring.  
 Yet while we take notice of the changes around us, there are plenty of 
changes that are occurring within the church as well!  First, this month will 
be an important time for our church as we begin our Stewardship season 
and pledge drive.  While our finances and 
attendance have been up this past year, we have 
significant changes that need to be made to our 
budget in order to accommodate the programming 
and events that we provide at our church.  If you 
have never pledged to our church before, or if you 
have pledged every year since joining us, I invite you 
to invest in the future of our faith family and 
consider pledging for this upcoming fiscal year.  Even increasing your pledge 
a little – perhaps equal to one cup of Starbucks coffee per week (let’s say, 
around $5.00) – will have a huge impact on our church and our future.  
 Additionally, this month we will also be organizing a sub-committee to 
take a look at our Constitution and By-laws, which have not been 
substantially revised or updated in the past ten years.  As our world and 
church changes, it is important that our church’s governing document 
remains updated and relevant to what is taking place in our community.  We 
will submit the proposed edits to the congregation later this year with the 
hopes of voting on the changes in our congregational meeting in January.  
 As far as worship goes this month holds several exciting opportunities 
for our church!  The first Sunday of this month, October 2, is World 
Communion Sunday which will include an international flair as we celebrate 
the universal language of love and kindness no matter where we were born. 
Additionally, later in the month we will be embarking on our church camping 
trip on the 29th and 30th.  As we join together to grow closer to one another 
and to God, we will also worship together and celebrate the sacrament of 
Communion surrounded by God’s beautiful creation.  If you have not already 
signed up for camp, please do so soon!  You don’t want to miss out! 
 My friends, as our world changes and as we prepare for the final 
months of the year, let us be mindful of the way our community and church 
are changing as well.  As more and more people come to join our church 
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family, let us open our hearts and homes to 
them so that they might feel the love that is 
truly present in this place.  Let us continue to be 
a church that accepts and welcomes people in, 
no matter who they are, or where they are on 
life’s journey.  

 Blessings and Peace,  
 Pastor Arik  

 
 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
Seeing that fall is upon us and Halloween 

is just a few weeks away, I thought this might 
be a good time to tell this story. 

Getting upset with someone is something 
we have all done at one time or another.  
Getting so mad that we say or do something 
that we should not have said or done is also 
something common to most of us.  Consider this 
true story from the past of North Ridgeville as 
written in a newspaper account from sometime 
in the 1920's: 

The first death in the Ridgeville Township 
was in 1813.  It seems a certain Martin 
Shellhouse came from Vermont (he was carried 
in his bed the whole way; I wish I knew why), 
arriving in November.  He died a week after 
arriving and was buried in a “burying ground” 
provided by one Ashael Morgan.  Later it was 
abandoned for the present site which was on 
land donated by Joel Terrell.  Mr. Morgan 
became so angry by this that he was reported to 
have declared that he would never be buried in 
the Terrell property “as long as he lived and had 
his senses”.  I suspect this was an easy promise 
to keep. 

We all are capable of saying something 
equally silly (or hurtful) when upset.  I know 
that I have, and wished that I hadn't.  Keeping 
this little story in mind the next time we are 
upset might help us calm down.  As my mother 
was fond of saying, “act in haste, repent in 
leisure”.  She knew me well. 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Sunday School has started with exciting 

things happening in the 
classrooms!  On the first 
Sunday of classes, the Beach 
Boys were being belted out 
in one classroom, the kinders 
were watching a video of a 
dog doing yoga (followed by 
them doing happy yoga!) 
and the third class was “Marching to the light of 
God” with flashlights!  Add to that the giggles 
from the nursery/playroom and you have what 
we hope is a typical Sunday of “Living and 
Playing Joyfully” this year!  I am still in need of 
a team partner for Kathy Pero in the 1st/2nd 
grade classroom.  If you are willing to help, 
PLEASE see me. 

Family Camp is almost here!  So far 26 
people are signed up to go.  It is not too late to 
sign up but October 10 is the last day I can take 
reservations.  A letter to all those going with 
details about the weekend will be available in 
two weeks.  Our theme is “Stones” and many 
exciting things will be happening.  Just a 
reminder that there is NO CHURCH SCHOOL that 
Sunday and children will remain in church.  Child 
care for those 3 and under will still be available 
in the nursery.   

On Sunday, November 6 our second 
graders will be receiving their Bibles.  I 
encourage you to bring a special Bible to 
worship with you on that Sunday. 

Due to the change of date for the 
Chicken Paprikash dinner I will need to 
reschedule the day of the women’s one-day 
retreat.  It will probably need to be rescheduled 
into the new year in order to get a date to 
accommodate our programming and the events 
already on the church calendar. 

Advent is coming and exciting things are 
in the works for everyone.  The children will be 
participating in worship with two readings and a 
reader’s theatre.  Keep the date of Sunday, 
December 11 open as that will be our 
intergenerational gingerbread house building 
event.  I am in need of LARGE shoe boxes 
too!  If you have any, please drop them off in 
my office! 



Deacons’ Desk – Vi Elrod 
 October already?!  Can snow be far 
behind?   
 We all complain about the weather 
whether it’s warm, cold or freezing but does it 
do any good?  Instead of complaining about 
things we cannot change maybe we should be 
thankful for all that we have. 

√ Have food?  Think of those who do not. 
√ Have shelter?  Think of the homeless. 
√ Able to get out and enjoy the great 
outdoors?  Think of all the shut-ins. 

Enjoy your freedom of religion and speech 
and the right to disagree – these are things 
people in other countries do not have. 

 Be watchful of your neighbors.  If you 
don’t see them doing their regular things like 
going to the mailbox or papers are piling up or 
no sign of activities, check on them or have 
someone else do so if you are unable. 

 Remember:  God helps those in 
need…but a little help from all of us “eases” His 
load. 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Greetings to you from our working 
committee members:  Becky, Ann, Edie, Barb 
and Nancy.  Fall is in the air and with it come 
many activities for our church.   
 The Parma CROP Hunger Walk takes 
place on Sunday, October 2 at Byers Field.  
Registration is at 12:30 pm and walking begins 
at 1:00 pm.  Find other CROP walks at 
crophungerwalk.org . 
 The next stained glass window fundraiser 
will be at the Elyria Applebee’s 
(located at 1540 W. River Road by 
Midway Mall) on Thursday, 
October 13 from 11 am to 9 pm.  
Present the flyer (located later in 
this newsletter, at the church, on 
our website or Facebook page) to your server on 
the day of the event and 15% of your bill will go 
towards the restoration of the stained glass 
windows on the front of the church.  Ask a 
friend to go with you and enjoy a meal with 
them and help our church!  Thank you in 
advance for your support! 

 Neighbors in Need (NIN) is the special 
collection in October for our greater United 
Church of Christ family of churches to the World 
Sharing Program.  NIN supports clean-up, 
medical needs, food and shelter for disasters in 
the U.S. and all over the world.  The last 
collection Sunday will be October 16.  An 
informative insert and offering envelope will be 
in the Sunday bulletins beginning on September 
25.  Please be generous. 
 The Genesis House (Lorain County Safe 
Harbor) collection box remains in the Sunday 
School hall for the collection of women’s 
personal items, soap, deodorant, combs, 
brushes, tissues, toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc. 
to aid in stays in safe houses for those in flight 
from their unhealthy environment.  The 
collection will continue through October. 
 Please put any overseas military men or 
women’s names and addresses in the Outreach 
mailbox so we can send them care packages. 
 We are always seeking new members for 
our committee.  Please let us know if you are 
interested. 
Food for thought:  Let us not become weary in doing 

good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 

we do not give up.  Galatians 6:9 (NIV) 

 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
Safety – an important word that the 

Trustees take very seriously.  Every 
improvement that we do at the church is with 
the aim of improving the safety of our members 
and guests. 

Recently we installed railings on the stairs 
both going up to the choir loft and down to the 
undercroft.  This was done due to a need that 
was brought to our attention.   

We also have heard that some members 
were concerned about the safety of the steam 
table and oven in the kitchen; so we brought in 
a professional company that deals with these 
situations every day to inspect them both.  We 
are happy to report that both appliances are 
100% safe when used correctly.  Because of this 
and the proper instructions given to us by the 
inspectors, we have printed a list of instructions 
of how to operate these appliances.  In addition, 



we will be holding special classes to properly 
teach anyone who would like to learn how to 
use the elevator, security system and any other 
machinery/appliance to ensure the safety of 
everyone.  If anyone feels that they need 
instructions on how to use anything, or feel that 
we have not addressed any concerns or just 
have questions, please feel free to let me know.  
 
 

 

Welcome, Dr. Dean 

Zhang, the new organist 
and music director at First 
Congregational UCC North 
Ridgeville! 
 
“An emerging young 

pianist, Yu “Dean” Zhang (NRO 2013 & 2014) 
appears in concerts across the United States and 
China.  Praised by The Miami Harold, Zhang is 
recognized as ‘a powerful keyboard player’ with 
a “smooth, fluid touch at the keyboard, bringing 
maximum expressiveness.’ ”   

Dean has a lengthy resume of experience which 
includes soloist with the New World Symphony, 
Piano Fellow with the New World Symphony, 
Principal Keyboardist at the Omaha Symphony, 
Featured Harpsichord Soloist with the Omaha 
Chamber Music Society, and has presented 
master classes at universities throughout 
China.   

Dean has also performed concertos with the 
Shanghai University Symphony, the University of 
Wyoming Symphony, and the National Repertory 
Orchestra, where he was invited for two 
summers as Principal Keyboardist.  

He has also served as the principal organist and 
artist in residence at St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Cathedral in Laramie, Wyoming, and United 
Methodist Church of Chagrin Falls, Ohio.  

Dean received his Bachelor and Master of Music 
degrees from the University of Wyoming and 
earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in piano 
performance from the Cleveland Institute of 
Music.   

Excerpts from http://www.nromusic.com 2/11/16 
 

Women’s Book Club  
On October 17 we will be discussing Me Before 
You by JoJo Moyes.  We would love some new 
members and maybe the return of those who 
haven’t been able to participate in a while.  It is 
wonderful fellowship.  Book club gatherings are 
at the church at 7 p.m. 
 
 
New Member Class   
Thinking about becoming a member of First 
Congregational UCC North Ridgeville?  Speak 
with Pastor Arik or e-mail him at 
Rev.Borstad@gmail.com if you are interested in 
becoming a member of our church family. 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
October  

2 Liz Wolanski, Regenia Comerford, Bob Franks 
9 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
16 Vonnie Packard, Mary Ireland, Millie Gilly 
23 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 
30 Nancy Long, Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
October  

2 Claire Wolanski 
9 Rhys Kyser 
16 Cady Kyser 
23 Abby Anderson 
30 Arden Dlugosz 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

Nursery Volunteers 
October  

2 Karen Mytnick 
9 Shirley Sunyak 
16 Ann Olesen 
23 Linda Matis 
30 Dawn Truskot 



10/1 Emily Williams 

10/6 Ronda Van Den Bossche 

10/7 Lynne Lipperman 

10/8 Pat Kyle 

10/8 Mark Murphy 

10/11 Nate Schupbach 

10/11 Jennie Vulcan 

10/20 Dreama Stamper 

10/22 Alex Woravka 

10/23 Nancy Long 

10/26 Matt Karlovec 

10/27 Stephanie Malinich 

10/28 Norma Curren 

 10/11 Dean & Lynne Lipperman 

 10/18 Mike & Joan Bier 

 10/18 Paul & Liz Wolanski 

 10/20 Gary & Gayle Hannold 

 10/27 Bob & Dreama Stamper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Sixteen new parking spaces were added in 
our parking lot addition completed in 
September.  (funds from Center Ridge road 
widening project) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New directional signs were obtained to indicate  
important areas of the church for newcomers and visitors.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A grand piano (which was donated) was 
delivered, tuned and is ready to be played 
by our new music director. 

 

 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
Wedding 4:30 pm 
(Langford/Szabo) 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

2  
Outreach 9 am 
World Communion 
 

3  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

4  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

5  
Choir 7 pm 

6  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

7  
 

8  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

9  
October birthdays’ 
celebration 
 
 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

12  
Choir 7 pm 

13  
Dining out fundraiser 
Applebee’s Elyria  
11 am – 9 pm 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

14  
 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

16  
Communion 
Newsletter articles 
due 
 

17  
Women’s Book Club   
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

19  
Choir 7 pm 

20  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

21  
 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

23  
Deacons 11:30 am 

24  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

25  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

26  
Choir 7 pm 

27  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

28  
Hospitality with a 
Heart 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

29  
Church Camp � 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

30  
�Church Camp  
No Sunday School 
 
 
Fellowship Hall rented 
1-5 pm (Truskot) 

31  

 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

 

 


