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From the Pastor’s Pen 
November is here and with this month comes a lot of changes in our 

country and our lives.  At the beginning of this month our nation will vote for 
the next President, the one who will represent the will of the people for the 
next four years. However, without question, this has been one of the ugliest 
and most divisive political campaigns in our nation’s history.  It is crucial for 
us to remember then, that we are all beloved children made in the image of 
God.  No matter which candidate gets our vote, we are called to extend love 
and hospitality to one another.  As Christians we are called to model the love 
that Jesus first showed us – a love that is given to all.  

That is why it is so important for us to begin the process of unity and 
healing during this turbulent time.  On November 6 we will be celebrating All 
Saints’ Day which is the perfect time to remember those who are no longer 
with us and honor the love of God that unites us all.  We will be praying for 
those who have passed from this life into God’s eternal rest and we will be 
lifting up prayers for hope and wholeness for our broken world.  

Then on November 20 we will continue this process of partnership 
and cooperation as we meet as a church for our annual meeting, where the 
budget and church officers for 2017 will be discussed and voted upon for the 
upcoming year.  Many exciting things are happening here at First 
Congregational UCC; but, unfortunately, money continues to limit the 
programming we are able to provide.  As we prepare to plan for our future, 
please consider raising your pledge amount, even by as little as $5.00 a 
week (the price of a Starbucks coffee), as it will allow us to make our dreams 
and hopes for this church a reality.  

Later on that same evening (the 20th) we will be hosting the 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service for the local churches in the area.  
Churches from all denominations will join with us to give God our thanks and 
praise for all the blessings we have received.  It is a 
wonderful opportunity to partner with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ as we work toward unity in our 
community. 

Finally, on the last Sunday of November we will 
be transitioning into our Advent season.  With hopeful 
hearts we will begin our journey to Bethlehem, where 
we will witness the birth of Christ into our lives and 
our world once again.  Our church is at its most 
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beautiful when it is decorated for the Advent 
season so you won’t want to miss it!  

As we prepare for the end of this year 
and as Christmas morning appears off in the 
distance, let us remember the message of love 
and unity that Jesus teaches to every one of us.  
Jesus saw the value and worth of every human 
being; and as his followers, we are called to 
extend that same love and compassion to 
everyone we meet.  Let us remember that we 
are all beloved in the eyes of God… and let us 
begin the process of healing and unity as we 
journey together toward Christmas day.  

Blessings and Peace.  
 Pastor Arik 

 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
November is the month when the 

stewardship drive ends and the several boards 
welcome new members.  Time, talent and 
financial support are all a part of stewardship.  
By now you have heard the various speakers 
talk about it and read the bulletin inserts about 
it.  Now is the time for you to make a 
commitment, a time to support what you believe 
in. 

I know there are those who view this 
time in the church year as one they would like 
to skip.  It can make some of us feel.... well, 
anxious if not downright guilty for one reason or 
another.   

The purpose of all the messages you 
have received is not to make you feel guilty, but 
to gain your support.  But if anyone is feeling 
guilty, think about what I heard on an NPR 
pledge drive recently:  "We don't want your 
guilt.  We want your support."  And, just like 
NPR, your support of any kind is welcome and 
appreciated. 

Your support of your church of your 
time and your talent as well as your financial 
gifts ensures the future of this congregation.  It 
will cease to exist without the support of its 
members.  Right now it does seem as if 
everyone that is able helps out in one way or 
another.  This is a sign of a healthy church. 

On behalf of the Church Council and the 
many Boards, I wish you a happy Thanksgiving, 

a time when we rejoice in God's great goodness.  
And thank you for your continued support! 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As I write my article for the Messenger, I 

am feverishly preparing for our first all church 
overnight family camp experience at Pilgrim 
Hills.  Thirty people, from a one year old to a 
few in their 70’s, will be experiencing our church 
camp, most for the very first time!  Our theme is 
“Hope is Built on Solid Rock.”  So by the time 
you read this, many fun memories will abound 
for you to hear about!  Thank you to Pastor Arik 
for overseeing the adult bible study on Saturday 
and helping with worship on Sunday!  Also, a 
big thank you to Jack Fitts and Harry Berg for 
making all the name tags out of tree branches 
and Kathy, Mackenzie and Grayson for rock 
collecting! 

On Sunday, November 6 our second 
graders will receive new Bibles during worship.  
I encourage you to bring a special Bible to 
church on that Sunday.  Those receiving their 
Bibles are Mackenzie Pero-Luter, Abigail Packard 
and Megan and Madison Frederick.  

Our children/youth will be very busy 
during November as they begin to prepare for 
the Advent season.  On December 4 and 11 
the younger children will do very special introits 
to start worship.  Then on Sunday, December 
18 the older children/youth will be doing a very 
special reader’s theatre during worship.  The 
choir will be supporting the children in this 
special part of worship.  There will be many of 
your favorite Christmas songs as part of this 
special event.  You will not want to miss this 
special worship service!   

As has been our tradition the last two 
Advent seasons, we will be 
making gingerbread houses 
on December 11 after coffee 
hour.  Information about this 
event can be found in the 
Messenger, our church web 

site and outside of my office.  The deadline for 
registrations will be December 5.   

A special thank you to everyone in the 
congregation who supported our college kids 



with donations for their snack 
boxes.  We sent or delivered nine 
boxes that were filled to the 
brim!  The young adults were 
very appreciative of our thoughts and 
the yummy things inside the boxes.  Each box 
that I mailed weighed over eight pounds!  Also, 
thank you to all who have taken the time to 
write notes of encouragement to their young 
prayer pals!  Since we distributed the names on 
Backpack Sunday, the children seem to always 
have a story to share about the notes, cards, 
conversations and even some small gifts they 
have received!  Some prayer pals have chosen 
to remain anonymous which has really been 
interesting as the children think they know who 
their pals are; I am just not telling when they 
guess!  I remind them that they were randomly 
given out and I have no clue!  I am so 
THANKFUL to be a part of this congregation!  
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 

WANTED:  Monetary Support for the 
purchasing of food for the Craft Fair!  Last 

year the congregation 
generously donated enough 
money so that all the 
money raised in the café 
was profit!  By donating 
money instead of food 
items, we are able to 
purchase exactly what is 

needed in the quantities needed so there are 
fewer leftovers!  We found this to be so 
much more cost effective!  So please consider 
supporting this ALL CHURCH fundraiser with 
your monetary donation to the CAFÉ.  Please 
mark your donation Craft Fair Café $$$.  
Thank you!  Mary Karlovec and Diana Goode 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 The donations for Genesis House during 
the months of September and October were 
over the top!!  We were able to call and support 
this Lorain County shelter with bags and bags of 

personal items to furnish small families for the 
night or week they may need to start a new way 
of life.  Thank you, church family, for coming 
through with your loving generosity once again! 
 The Neighbors in Need collection ended 
on October 16 and raised $352.00.  If you would 
still care to donate to this UCC project, please 
use write “NIN” on your offering envelope. 
 Are you looking for a hands-on way to 
help people here and afar?  Join the Outreach 
Committee to do that very thing.  We meet on 
the first Sunday of each month at 9 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall to plan our service projects.  We 
welcome new ideas, a loving, giving spirit, and 
extra helping hands!  Let one of us know if 
you’re interested:  Nancy Franks, Edie Phillips, 
Becky Williams, Barb Zinsmeister, Ann Olesen.  
We’re in the church directory – call us! 
 Thank you to all of the helpers at the 
Hospitality with a Heart meals.  Your devotion to 
this Outreach program the last Friday of every 
month is much appreciated!  (Help is always 
needed & appreciated, especially for clean-up 
beginning about 6:30.) 
 The stained glass window fundraiser at 
Applebee’s in Elyria was fun and delicious!  
Thank you for attending; we will get the results 
in the next couple of weeks. 
 Ten Thousand Villages will be at the 
church on Sunday, November 27 from 11 am to 
12:45 pm with handmade, sometimes one-of-a-
kind items from “those far away places with 
strange-sounding names.”  This gift connection 
is a means to help support our third-world 
country neighbors. 
 Take it to the Lord in prayer.  Your 
prayerful decision can make a decision.  
Remember to vote.  Our very lifestyle depends 
on the right candidates getting into office. 

The really happy human is the one who can enjoy 

the scenery when he/she has to take a detour. 

(copied from Apples of Gold) 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Karen Dreger 
I've always loved nature and spent much 

of my childhood in fields, cow pastures, streams, 
woods, and camping with my family.  I saw 
praying mantis, caught tadpoles and “disturbed” 



the cows (I got in trouble for that).  Now I 
sometimes feel sad when I drive down a road 
where wetlands and woods used to be. 

In September Roy and I were blessed 
with the privilege of visiting Yellowstone 
National Park.  It was too amazing for words; 
and no matter how many pictures you took, you 
could not capture the beauty your eyes see.  I'm 
thankful for those who first explored 
Yellowstone and those who worked to protect 
this amazing place.  I hope everyone has a 
chance to visit a national park and their 
children's children also.  God's creation is 
complicated and awesome, even in our own 
backyard. 

This Thanksgiving I will remember our 
trip--a blessing. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
I want to take this opportunity to talk 

about how the Trustees come to a decision.  We 
are a very diverse group who have a myriad of 
opinions.   If a problem arises or we are working 
on a project, an opinion is raised, things are 
discussed, and a solution is developed.  There 
are at times differences of opinion, but all views 
are taken into account and whatever is best for 
the entire church is the final solution.  There is 
no yelling or belittling of ideas, only what is best 
for all involved. 

I know that there have been times in the 
past (or still may be) a smattering of members 
that may differ if some decision is made that 
does not feel it is the best interest of all.  I hope 
if there is something that you disagree with or if 
you just have questions, please see me and I 
will try to answer your question, or I will 
research it and get back to you.  Everything that 
we do is in the best interest of everyone as we 
wish to be the best possible church that we can 
be.  

Also, we are looking to improve the 
appearance of the church and may occasionally 
ask for help or advice on how to do this.  We 
have added safety railings, patched concrete 
holes, and are currently planning on painting 
many areas that need attention.  Please let us 
know any ideas of what needs to be done.  They 

may not happen right away but we are trying to 
do a master plan of updates and repairs.  

 

Generations of Generosity 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
We are well into flu season and I would 

like to encourage anyone who hasn't gotten a 
flu shot to do so.  It is important especially for 
those of us that are older.  You cannot get the 
flu from the flu vaccine.  The flu vaccine saves 
lives.  Many pharmacies are giving flu shots.   
Find more flu shot locations at 
LorainCountyFlu.com. 

Get the Facts. Recognize the Signs.  
Ovarian Cancer is one of the most deadly of 
women's cancers. Each year, approx. 21,980 
women will be diagnosed with ovarian cancer. 
In 2014, approximately 14,270 women [will die] 
in the United States from this disease.  It is 
estimated by the World Health Organization 
IARC department that there are over 238,000 
new cases diagnosed annually and nearly  
152,000 deaths worldwide. This cancer typically 
occurs in women in their fifties and sixties with 
the median age being 63.  Many women who 
are diagnosed with ovarian cancer have a 
genetic history that may include carrying the 
BRCA mutation gene and having a strong family 
history of ovarian cancer.  Unfortunately many 
women don't seek help until the disease has 
begun to spread; but if detected at its earliest 
stage, the five-year survival rate is more  
than 93%.  The symptoms of ovarian cancer are 
often subtle and easily confused with other 
ailments.  
Symptoms may include:  

⦁    Bloating  
⦁    Pelvic or abdominal pain  

⦁    Difficulty eating or feeling full quickly  

Don’t forget to turn in your pledge card for 
2017 by November 13 so that the budget 

can be compiled for the Congregational 
Meeting on November 20.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Linda in the office 

or a member of the Board of Trustees. 



⦁    Urinary urgency or frequency  
Other symptoms may include:  

⦁    Nausea, indigestion, gas, constipation    
or diarrhea  
⦁    Extreme fatigue 
⦁    Shortness of breath  
⦁    Backaches  

⦁    Weight Gain  
There is no adequate screening test of ovarian 
cancer at this time which is one of the reasons 
that this cancer is often discovered in later 
stages.  Talk to your doctor if symptoms last 
more than 2-3 weeks. You are your best  
advocate.  

I wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving 
and safe travels for the holidays. 
 
 

Women’s Book Club 
November 21:  Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult 

December 19:  Cosmic Christmas by Max Lucado 

January 16:  The Shape of Mercy by Susan 

Meissner 

We would love some new members and maybe the 

return of those who haven’t been able to participate 

in a while.  It is wonderful fellowship.  Book club 

gatherings are at the church at 7 p.m. 

 
 

11/2 Arik Borstad 

11/4 Leah Chapman 

11/6 Ric Sasse 

11/8 Dave Ireland 

11/11 Andrew Ireland 

11/14 Paul Wolanski 

11/16 Keith Schoonover 

11/17 Renee Schoonover 

11/18 Yung Do 

11/19 Vicki Stamper 

11/20 Greg Petroff 

11/23 Bridget Frederick 

11/24 Tracy Smoker (Van Tassel) 

11/26 Suzanne Durant 

11/27 Bob Stamper 

11/27 Dean Zhang 

          11/28 Yung & Annie Do 

Ushers & Greeters 
October  

30 Nancy Long, Pete Veliconia, Lynne Petroff 
November  

6 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 
13 Vi Elrod, Joe Pesch, Linda Matis 
20 Shirley Sunyak, Dale & Becky Williams 

27 
Liz Wolanski, Regenia Comerford, Bob 
Franks 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

Acolytes 
October  

30 Arden Dlugosz 
November  

6 Mackenzie Pero-Luter 
13 Abigail Packard 
20 Cady Kyser 
27 Claire Wolanski 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

Nursery Volunteers 
October  

30 Dawn Truskot 
November  

6 Karen Mytnick 
13 Shirley Sunyak 
20 Ann Olesen 
27 Dawn Truskot 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refreshments Needed 
We will be having a reception 

following the Community 
Thanksgiving Service on November 

20 and the Benefit Concert on 
December 10 and are asking for 

donations of light refreshments for 
each.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the church office. 



 
In 2022 First Congregational UCC will be 
celebrating its 200th anniversary!!  Please 
consider being on the planning committee for 
our bicentennial celebration.  We know it is a 
few years away, but we all know how fast time 
flies! 
 
 

Serve Your Church:   It is time to put together 
the slate of nominees for our boards and officers 
for 2017.  If there is an area of the church you 
would like to work with, please let Roy Dreger 
know or contact any member of the individual 
boards. 
 
 

Please keep your pledges up-to-date! 

We are currently in the black but have lots of 
expenses coming up at the end of the year.  
Also, while we have a couple of months until the 
stained glass windows are finished and we have 
to pay that big bill, our three year capital 
campaign runs through 2018.  Therefore, our 
funds are not near what we need to pay the 
balance due ($41,550.00) when the windows 
are complete.  If you would like to pre-pay your 
three year capital campaign pledge, feel free to 
do so (and take advantage of the donation on 
this year’s taxes!).  Thank you, as always, for 
your continued support of our church! 
If you have any questions on our financial state, 
please contact our treasurer Linda Matis. 

 

St. Pauly 

Used Clothing Drop-Off Shed 
to benefit 

First Congregational UCC’s 
monthly Hospitality with a Heart         

community outreach meals 

Items accepted:  All clothing, shoes, sneakers, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
drapes and stuffed toys.  (Please…no rags, 
fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods.) 

●Clothing is sent to people who can use it all 
over the US and World while helping the 
environment 
●Receive a tax deduction for your donation 
(receipts are on the shed) 
●Please put items in tied or closed bags. 
●Shed is located at the back of church parking 
lot 
 
 

Important Upcoming Events 
●The Congregational Meeting will be held on 
November 20 following the worship service.  It 
is important for all members to attend.  Also on 
the 20th at 7 p.m. will be the Community 
Thanksgiving Service.  We are hosting this year.  
Please plan on attending; our choir will be 
performing with the combined choir. 

●We all love how beautiful the church looks 
during the Christmas season so come help us 
decorate the church for the holidays on 
November 26 beginning at 9 a.m.  The more 
that come, the faster it gets done.   

●Our annual Craft Show will be on Saturday, 
December 3 from 9 am – 4 pm.  Many 
volunteers will be needed for this, our biggest 
fundraiser of the year.  Watch for bulletin inserts 
telling where help is needed. 

●The Blue Christmas Service will be held on 
December 18 at 7 p.m.  This is a service of 
prayer, healing & hope for those who are 
hurting during the Christmas season. 

●Again this year we will be having two worship 
services on Christmas Eve – the family service at 
7 p.m. and the traditional candlelight service at 
11 p.m.  Also, there will be a service on 
Christmas Day (as it falls on Sunday this year) at 
10 a.m. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
CE 6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

2  
Choir 7 pm 
 

3  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

4  
Chicken Paprikash 
Dinner prep 6-8 pm 

5 
Chicken Paprikash 
Dinner 5-6:30 pm 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

6  
Outreach 9 am 

All Saints Sunday 

Communion 

Bible Sunday 

Faith Formation class 

7  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

8  

 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

9  
Choir 7 pm 
 

10  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

11  
 

12  
Hall rented 11 am –       
3 pm (Anderson) 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

13  
November birthdays’ 
celebration 

Pledge cards due 

(Dean off-Lynne L. sub) 

14  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 
Choir 7 pm 
 
 

17  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

18  
 

19  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

20  
Communion 

(Dean off-Lynne L. sub) 

Congregational Meeting 

Community 
Thanksgiving Service 7 
pm 

 

21  
Book Club 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

23  
Choir 7 pm 
 

24  
Thanksgiving 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

25  
OFFICE CLOSED 
Hospitality with a 
Heart 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

26  
Decorate sanctuary       
9 am 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

27  
1st Sunday of Advent 

Ten Thousand Villages  
11 am – 12:45 pm 
 

28  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

30  
Choir 7 pm 
 

 

Pastor Arik out of office 



 
 



 
 

 


