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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 December is here and with it comes one of our favorite times of the 
year.  The church is decorated for Advent, the nights have grown colder, and 
the stars in the sky seem to shine brighter as we journey together toward 
the wonder of Christmas morning. 
 Truly it is a magical season, but with it marks one of the busiest 
months of our year!  As the end of the year 
approaches, we realize how quickly this past 
year has gone and we do our best to 
complete our “to-do” lists before the New 
Year begins.  
 In that same spirit, there are a lot of 
things going on this month at First 
Congregational!  Advent is in full swing and 
this year promises to be an Advent worth 
remembering.  The month kicks off in a big 
way on December 3 as we host our annual Holiday Craft Show at our church.  
It is a wonderful time to come look at all the vendors and pick up a delicious 
meal from our “Candy Cane Café” as we support artists in our community. 

Then in worship, on both December 4 and December 11, our children 
will help us welcome the Christmas Spirit into our sanctuary by leading us in 
a musical introit for both services.  On December 11 after worship we will be 
decorating Gingerbread Houses in the Fellowship Hall!  It is a wonderful 
event that has become a favorite for many in our church, so make sure to 
sign up so you don’t miss out! 

Then on December 18 as we get closer to Christmas morning, our 
children will be performing a reader’s theater piece about the importance of 
Christmas morning.  It promises to be adorable and filled with laughs, so 
make sure you join us for worship!   

Later on that evening at 7 pm we will have our annual Blue Christmas 
service in our sanctuary.  It is a special service that recognizes that the 
holidays can be tough for many of us as we grieve the loss of loved ones 
who are no longer around to share the holidays with us.  It will be a time of 
candlelight, readings, scripture, and reflection, so please attend if you find 
your heart hurting this holiday season.  

Then on Christmas Eve we will be holding two Christmas Eve services 
– one at 7 pm and one at 11 pm as we witness the miracle of Christmas with 
our own eyes.  Our 7pm service is a family friendly service where we will be 
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recreating the nativity as the children join in 
with costumes and props.  At 11 pm we will 
have a service of carols and candlelight as we 
welcome the birth of the Christ-child into our 
world once more.  

Then on Christmas morning we will be 
hosting a morning service at 10 am that is a 
“come as you are” service where we will be 
inviting people to wear their pajamas to worship 
as we sing carols and welcome the beauty of 
Christmas morning.  It will be an informal 
service of laughter and celebration so make sure 
to wear your PJ’s for this special service! 
 As you can see we are keeping busy at 
the church this upcoming month.  However, we 
wouldn’t have it any other way!  Here at First 
Congregational this season is a reminder to us 
of the blessings we have received and how 
wonderful our congregation truly is.  As our 
church continues to grow, we find ourselves 
grateful for the ways in which our church shows 
love and hospitality to all who enter through our 
doors.   As we journey toward the end of the 
year, and as Christmas morning grows closer 
with each passing day, let us continue to be the 
church of love and hope that we have been 
called to be. 

Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Arik  

 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
I guess I'm showing my age, but for me 

the Christmas season does not begin at the 
Labor Day weekend.  For me, the Christmas 
season begins at Thanksgiving and not just 
because of Black Friday.  I imagine that it is 
mostly due to being a child of the 1950's, but I 
think there is something more.  I think it is the 
hustle and bustle and the anticipation of 
Christmas that seems to begin in earnest about 
that time. 

There is a downside to that eager 
anticipation and hustle and bustle...stress.  We 
put a lot of unnecessary stress on ourselves 
trying to get everything “just perfect”.  When I 
think about us being our own worst enemy 
during the holidays, I am reminded of 
something a former pastor of ours, Priscilla 

Shoup, talked about once.  (I'm not above a 
little plagiarizing.)  While I do not remember all 
the particulars, the substance of it was 
this:  trying to make Christmas Day a perfect 
day is difficult if not impossible.  With all the 
obligations and activities we find ourselves in, it 
is an ideal that carries with it the need for 
others to also conform to our idea of what is 
ideal.  She further challenged people to take any 
day in the calendar year that does not have all 
the demands attached to it that Christmas Day 
has and try to make that day a perfect 
day.  Even with all the external stress removed 
it is probably not going to happen. 

So, with that in mind, have the best 
Christmas you can and try to leave yourself time 
to enjoy the season.  We cannot be children 
again, but maybe we can recall some of the 
wonder that we had when we were young. 

Have a blessed and truly happy 
Christmas! 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Advent, a time to reflect and celebrate 

the coming of a Jesus, is upon us!  As hard as 
we try to slow down and reflect, the hustle and 
bustle in December seems to get in the way!  I 
encourage you to put all this aside this year and 
focus on what the church has to offer for you 
and your family. 

In November our church school and 
nursery families received “Advent in a Box”.  My 
sincere wish is for them to find 10-15 minutes 
each night to do the daily activity.   

On December 4 and 11 our younger 
children have special introits to share with the 
congregation.  On December 18 our older 
children will be presenting a special Reader’s 
Theater as part of the service.  The choir will 



help lead many of your favorite Christmas carols 
during this special time!   

On December 11 we will also have our 
3rd annual gingerbread house building party 
immediately after coffee hour.  Reservations 
must be in by December 5.  Forms are located 
in this Messenger and outside my office. 

On Saturday, December 17 we will be 
having a potluck at 5:00 in Fellowship Hall 
before we do an activity for our shut-ins and 
then carpool to Redeemer UCC in Westlake for 
their “Journey to Bethlehem”.  Please bring a 
dish to share (NO desserts please!).  There is a 
sign-up sheet outside my office and in 
Fellowship Hall for this event. 

All of these events are open to ANYONE 
in the congregation (friends and family are 
welcome too!).  I encourage EVERYONE to be 
a part of these events!   

Looking ahead…there is NO Sunday 
School on December 25 or January 1.  Children 
will be in the entire worship service on January 
8 which is Epiphany Sunday.  The wise men will 
be coming!  On Sunday, February 12 
Christian Education will be sponsoring a CHILI 
COOKOFF to benefit this year’s women’s 
retreat and family camp.  More information will 
be in the January newsletter! 

Finally…I am still looking for someone to 
co-teach the 1st/2nd grade class.  They are a 
wonderful group of kids who you will truly 
enjoy!  Please consider giving one or two 
Sundays at the most (depending on the 
rotation) to support Christian Education! 

Just a reminder…your child/youth/young 
adult you are praying for this year would LOVE 
to hear from you this Christmas season! 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Greetings to all in this hope-filled season 
of the 2016 year!  Merry Christmas blessings to 
you for all you have achieved.  Together we 
have touched so many lives in good ways.  
Thank you!! 
●Neighbors in Need collected $372.00 toward 
damages from horrific storms right here in the 
U.S. like flooding in the Carolinas, hurricanes 

and tornadoes in Florida, Georgia, etc., and 
forest fires in California.  Collectively we can 
make a difference. 
●The stained glass window fundraiser at 
Applebee’s gained us another $93.00.  We are 
working on another date in late January or 
February at Chipotle on Lorain Road.  Look for 
more details in the coming months. 
●The blood drive in September was great!  
Twelve people offered their gift of blood and 12 
donors were able to give the lift of life to four 
people in need each.  Thank you for your life 
saving support. 
●Thanksgiving Food Collection:  Thank you 
again for a very successful food drive for 
Community Care clients here in North Ridgeville.  
The number of families in need is staggering 
and your generosity always goes beyond the 
need.  In addition to the bags and bags of dry 
and canned goods, a check for $200 was sent 
from Outreach toward turkeys and fresh 
produce.  Helping hands in action! 
●The Christmas Giving Tree is up and the 

special gift ornaments are 
waiting to be taken and have 
the gift wish filled and 
returned, wrapped with the 
“ornament” attached to the 
gift, to be delivered to 
someone hoping for a joyful 
Christmas at their house.  It’s 
the best gift you’ll ever give!  
God bless you!! 

●Christmas Eve special offering:  The Christmas 
Fund supplements retired clergy and staff 
members who find themselves needing financial 
assistance after helping others all their lives. 
●Gifts!  Need I say more?  The Outreach 
committee members are the gifts that keep on 
giving and I appreciate them more each year.  
Becky, Barb, Ann, Edie, and now we welcome 
Tess to the group.  Thank you for all you’ve 
done, all you are doing, and all we’ll be doing in 
the new year, together…a Happy New Year to 
all! 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtfully 

committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 

it’s the only thing that ever has.” – Margaret Mead 

 



Deacons’ Desk – Lynne Petroff 
The Christmas season is once again upon 

us!  Thank you to all those that helped decorate 
this gorgeous church!  Many have said that this 
is the friendliest church they’ve ever been to and 
that it is truly one big family here.  To me, the 
Christmas decorations just make it an even 
more homier, warmer, cozier place to be.  
Simply breathtaking – from the tower of 
poinsettias, to the beautiful wreaths, and of 
course, there’s the awesome hanging Advent 
wreath.  The Advent candles will be lit each 
week during Advent by intergenerational family 
groups.   

This can be a difficult and emotional time 
for many people for a variety of reasons.  Do 
you know someone in our congregation that is 
struggling?  If so, please let a deacon or Pastor 
Arik know.  Our “Blue Christmas Service” will be 
on December 18 at 7:00 pm.  Let others know 
that might benefit from this more somber 
service.  

Our Christmas Eve services will be at 7:00 
pm (family oriented) and 11:00 pm (candlelight 
service).  We will also be having a casual service 
on Christmas morning since if falls on a Sunday.  
Come join us as we celebrate the Christ’s birth! 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
I have talked about safety in 

the past; little did I know that I 
would be someone who needed to 
be careful.  I had a freak accident 
and will have to stay away for a 
while.  I am currently confined to a 
walker/crutches with a broken leg 
and kneecap.  I want to thank everyone who 
has called, visited or sent cards –you truly are a 
wonderful church family.  

In my absence I know that the Trustees 
will continue on and will finish a couple of long-
awaited projects.  The lights in the parking lot 
will be installed soon to ensure the safety of all 
who come here.  We are also looking to rebuild 
the outside entrance of the elevator to make 
sure that it is easy to enter and exit the lift.   

I hope that everyone has a wonderful 
and SAFE holiday season!    

12/4 Roy Dreger 
12/5 Betsy Wiley 
12/6 Larry Mytnick 
12/8 Jack Fitts 
12/15 Carol Schubert 
12/19 Avery Truskot 
12/20 Betty Fitts 
12/24 Diane Feigi 
12/26 Lori Comerford 
12/31 Pat Chapman 

  12/17 Chris & Bridget Frederick 
  12/28 Chris & Kari Dlugosz 
 
 

Women’s Book Club 
December 19:  Cosmic Christmas by Max Lucado 

January 16:  The Shape of Mercy by Susan 

Meissner 

We would love some new members and maybe the 

return of those who haven’t been able to participate 

in a while.  It is wonderful fellowship.  Book club 

gatherings are at the church at 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving…a gathering of family and friends, 

a harvest of memories and sharing, 
a bounty of caring and love. 

Hope Yours Is Wonderful 

For you & your kind people, 
The meals sustain my family… 
Blessings & Joy thru the New Year too! 

Signed, 
Grateful 

 
 
 



Ushers & Greeters 
November  

27 
Liz Wolanski, Regenia Comerford, Bob 
Franks 

December  
4 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
11 Vonnie Packard, Mary Ireland, Millie Gilly 
18 Edie Phillips, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

Acolytes 
November  

27 Claire Wolanski 
December  

4 Rhys Kyser 
11 Abby Anderson 
18 Mackenzie Pero 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

Nursery Volunteers 
November  

27 Ann Olesen 
December  

4 Linda Matis 
11 Karen Mytnick 
18 Shirley Sunyak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t let our homebound  

friends feel forgotten! 
A card, call or visit will brighten their day! 

 
Pat Chapman 

440-322-2379 

223 Cornell Ave. 

Elyria, OH 44035 

Mary Jane Dreger 

440-748-2648 

9340 Island Rd. 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

  

Vi Elrod 

440-327-3644 

7420 Root Rd. 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Ron Gibson 

440-420-7627 

P.O. Box 372 

Oberlin, OH 44074 

  

Peg Hopkins 

440-327-6215 

6110 Wallace Blvd. 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

Matt Karlovec 

440-365-0922 

105 Windbrook Ct. 

Elyria, OH 44035 

  

Betty Noland 

440-930-6737 

500 Community Dr. #408 

Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Joe Pesch 

440-949-7562 

996 Lakewood Beach Dr. 

Sheffield Lake, OH 44054 

  

Margaret Vance 

440-323-2772 

143 Yale 

Elyria, OH 44035 

Pete Veliconia 

440-897-7175 

517 Henry St. 

Elyria, OH 44035 

  

Alex Woravka 

440-748-2326 

34534 Fortune Ct. 

N. Ridgeville, OH 44039 

 

 
 
 
 

Refreshments Needed 
We will be having a reception 
following the Benefit Concert 

on December 10 and are 
asking for donations of light 

refreshments.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the 

church office. 



Church Leaders for 2017 

COUNCIL 

Moderator Roy Dreger 
Vice Moderator Nancy Franks 
At Large Bob Franks 
At Large Mary Ireland 
Clerk Pat Kyle 
Treasurer Linda Matis 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEACONS 

Jenn Anderson Harry Berg 
Janice Bledsoe Regenia Comerford 

Holly Chalkwater Kari Dlugosz 
Sandy Chalkwater Karen Dreger 

Nancy Findlay Vi Elrod 
Millie Gilly Betty Fitts 

Heather Smith Diana Goode (co-chair) 
Andrew Veliconia Bob Olesen 

Kelsey Veliconia (chair) Lynne Petroff (co-chair) 
 Keith Schoonover 
  

OUTREACH TRUSTEES 
Tess Anderson Chris Dlugosz 

Nancy Franks (chair) Jack Fitts 
Ann Olesen Bob Franks 
Edie Phillips Mark Murphy 

Becky Williams Joe Pesch 
Barb Zinsmeister Ric Sasse 

 Jamie Schupbach 
 Pete Veliconia (chair) 

 
At the November 20th Congregational Meeting revisions to the Church Constitution and Bylaws were 
approved by the members in attendance.  Copies of the new Constitution and Bylaws are available by 
contacting the church office. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrate Christmas with us… 

                 ALL are welcome here! 

Blue Christmas Service 
  Sunday, December 18, 7 p.m. 

    A service of prayer, healing & hope 

   for those who are hurting during the 

   Christmas season 

Christmas Eve 
  7 p.m. Family Service 

  11 p.m. Candlelight Service 

Christmas Day 
 10 a.m. “Come as you are” Service 

   An informal service of laughter and  

   celebration so make sure to wear 

   your PJ’s for this special service 

                    First Congregational United Church of Christ 
36363 Center Ridge, North Ridgeville – 440-327-2921 –www.fccalive.org 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

2  
Craft Show set up 
6-8 pm 

3  
Craft Show        
Set up 7-8:30 am             
Show 9 am –  4 pm 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

4  
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

Faith Formation class 

Deacons 5:30 @ Lynne 
Petroff’s home 

5  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

6  
CE 6:30 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

7  
Choir 7 pm 

8  
 
 

 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

9  
Fellowship Hall rented 
6-8 pm (Early 
Childhood PTA 
Christmas event) 

10  
Benefit Concert 4 pm 
 
 

 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

11  
3rd Sunday of Advent 

December birthdays’ 
celebration 

Gingerbread house 
making extravaganza 
 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

14  
Choir 7 pm 

15  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 

17  
CE potluck 5 pm & 
carpool to Redeemer 
UCC’s “Journey to 
Bethlehem” 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

18  
4th Sunday of Advent 

Communion 

Reader’s Theater 

Blue Christmas Service 
7 pm 

19  
Book Club 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

21  
Choir 7 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

24  
Christmas Eve 

Family Service 7 pm 

Candlelight Svc. 11 pm 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

25  
Christmas Day Service 
10 am 
 

26  
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

27  
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

28  

Choir 7 pm 

Fellowship Hall rented 
5-10 pm (Yost) 

29  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

30  

Hospitality with a 
Heart 
 
 
 

31  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


