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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 A new year has arrived, and with it the promise of beginning the year 
on a clean slate.  There is something immensely therapeutic about starting 
over again at the beginning of the year.  It is a time where we set new 
goals, new resolutions, and new challenges for us to overcome.  It is a time 
of self-reflection and improvement as we do our best to better ourselves in 
the coming year.  
 It is also a time of reflection and renewal in our church as well.  As we 
continue to grow with each passing week, we will be doing our best to 
capitalize on the momentum we have gained during this holiday season.  As 
we look ahead to what this new year will bring for our church, here are some 
events to keep in mind: 
 First and foremost, on January 1 we will be hosting a New Year’s Day 
service that will be a time for us to set goals and resolutions for the coming 
year.  It will be a shorter service with a casual atmosphere, so come join us 
as we welcome the new year with our church family. 
 The following week, on January 8 we will welcome the three wise men 
as they reach our nativity and give their gifts to the Christ Child.  We will be 
celebrating Epiphany in full style, so you want to be sure to be present for 
this special service!  
 Finally, on January 22 we will be gathering together to hear the 
annual reports of the different boards of the church as we reflect on this past 
year as a faith community.  It will also be a time when we look forward as 
well, imagining what might be possible for us in this upcoming year.  
 To be sure, a lot is going to be happening at our church in the coming 
year.  Big changes will be made, and some of them will be easier to adjust to 
than others.  However, if we remain true to who we are and embrace the 
love we share between us, we will continue to be a guiding light in our 
community.  There has never been a better time to invite friends and loved 
ones to join us for worship, so reach out to those around you and let them 
experience the love of our church firsthand.  
 Let us move forward into the year filled with excitement and hope for 
what the future will bring.  There is so much to be thankful for in our church 
family and there is no limit to what we can accomplish together.  Let us 
make 2017 a year to remember for our faith family, and let us do so fueled 
by the love we have been given from God.  

Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik

To 
Share 
Faith, 
Hope 
and 
Love 
with 
all. 

January 2017 



Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
Every once in a while something happens 

that reminds me how surprising people can 
be.  I was at a store a few days after 
Thanksgiving taking advantage of their sale on 
bird feed for our bird feeders.  It was a “buy 
one, get one” deal so I really loaded up to take 
advantage of it.  I was at the checkout and the 
clerk had rung up all $45.00 worth of supplies I 
was purchasing.  I took out my checkbook to 
pay for it and heard the clerk say, "We don't 
take checks."  I had been to this store several 
months earlier and did not use my checkbook 
for the purchase, but as soon as she said “no 
checks” I remembered having seen the notice 
posted behind the counter. 

Well, what to do now?  I could not think 
of anything else, so I told the clerk I would need 
to go home to get either cash or credit card and 
asked where should I park the cart?  The clerk 
hesitated telling me where to park the cart due 
to how busy they were when I heard a voice 
behind me say, "Why don't I put it on my credit 
card?"  I turned to look and there was a 
gentleman I had never met holding his card 
out.  He said, "You can just write me a check for 
the amount."  I asked him if he were sure and 
he said something to the effect of "Your name 
and address is on the check; is it accurate?"  I 
told him it was and he proceeded to use his 
card.  I gave him the check and thanked him 
and he replied, "Merry Christmas!" 

As I was loading the birdseed into the 
truck the gentleman came out to leave and I 
thanked him again.  He said it was no big deal 
and we went on our separate ways.  I had to 
wonder on the way back home how many 
people would have done that.  I wondered if I 
would have done that.  Random acts of kindness 
still exist, and they are closer than we 
sometimes know. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is coming this 
month and I would like to remind everyone 
(myself included) that diversity is basic to what 
America is all about.  While Dr. King was 
speaking mostly from his experiences as an 
African American, his words and actions spoke 
to many people.  Native Americans, who were 

not recognized as U. S. citizens until 1924, and 
even then many were denied the right to vote, 
used the lessons learned from the civil rights 
movement to promote their own civil rights.  In 
1978 they were finally granted the right to 
practice their own religion.  When you think 
about diversity and how people may look or act 
differently, you might want to remember what 
Norman Lear said about this topic, "I am just 
another version of you". 

 

Another Successful Fundraiser! 
 Thank you to everyone who donated, 

volunteered, and/or 
shopped at our annual craft 
show which was held on 
December 3.  We raised a 
total of approx. $4,500.00!  
A big thank you goes out to 
Lynne Petroff, Linda Matis, 
Diana Goode and all who 
stepped up because we 

were missing several key people for all their 
hard work!! 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
The end of 2016 was not what I 

expected.  With the help of Heather Smith, 
Nancy Franks, Kelsey Veliconia and a few 
understanding friends, Advent with our church 
families was accomplished!  Thank you for 
helping to make it happen, ladies!  I am on the 
mend but I know that it will take more time to 
get back to “normal.” I appreciate all of your 
support!  (Mary was involved in a car accident on 

November 26.) 

As we enter 2017, we are looking ahead 
at many exciting things happening in Christian 
Education.  As we continue to grow on Sunday 
mornings, we are looking at ways to better 
service our children and families.  We are in 
need of three adults willing to step up and 
teach on a rotating basis.  We need two 
adults for a Pre-K class and one adult to 
rotate with Kathy Pero in the Grades 1 & 2 class.  
It is not a large commitment timewise and I 
promise will be a very rewarding! 



The 4th bi-annual Women’s Retreat will be 
at Punderson State Park on November 3-5, 
2017.  A letter will be going out this month to all 
the women of the church with information and 
prices.  We will be joining forces again this year 
with Pilgrim UCC of Cuyahoga Falls.  The 
Women’s Retreat is open to your family and 
friends so start to share the enthusiasm! 

This year we will be trying a different 
kind of fundraiser to raise funds for the 
Women’s Retreat and Vacation Bible School.  On 
Sunday, February 12 we will be hosting our very 
first CHILI COOK-OFF during coffee hour.  You 
will be able to buy tickets to taste up to three 
different chili entries.  You will then have the 
opportunity to vote for your favorite chili!  The 
winning chili entry will win a great surprise!  So 
we NEED YOU to enter your award-winning 
chili in our chili cook-off.  Entry forms will be 
outside my office.  Deadline to enter will be 
February 5!  More information will be in the 
January weekly bulletins! 

There will be no Sunday School on 
Sunday, January 1.  Looking ahead to February 
26…it will be Mardi Gras Sunday so save the 
date.  There will be more information in the 
February Messenger.   Happy New Year! 
 

 
These are two of the pieces of artwork that Kathy Pero and 
the youth of the church made for our shut ins for 
Christmas.  What an awesome show of love for those who 
are unable to be with us on Sundays!  Thank you, Kathy! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Kari Dlugosz 
A few days ago I sat on my couch trying 

to figure out what to write.   Then the NFL 
played a human interest story on a 10 year old 
boy battling brain cancer.  I immediately started 
to cry.  This little boy had so much spunk, 
appreciation for life, and more courage than I 
could ever dream of having.  His biggest regret 
was having this disease and putting his mom 
through this situation.  Again….more crying. 

It started me thinking about how I 
sometimes take life for granted.  I get mad at 
the littlest things like spilling my coffee or my 
dog eating a pencil.  This story has shown me 
that I need to try and let the little things go and 
realize that my life is pretty darn good.  I have a 
loving family, wonderful friends, and a church 
that I could turn to in a heartbeat.   

As 2016 ends and we enter into 2017, 
please remember that life is not guaranteed and 
we need to stop and live.  We need to be 
thankful for all that the good Lord has given us. 

Happy New Year! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
Happy New Year 2017!  Another year of 

opportunity to do more for others within our 
community and in a greater worldly community 
as well.  With God’s blessing we will do all and 
more than is expected of us; and with your 
contributions, we can accomplish so much for 
the good of all. 
 The giving tree was very popular as all 
ornaments were removed in one Sunday!!  The 
beautifully wrapped packages were delivered 
and brought giggles of delight on Christmas 
morning from all recipients.  Thank you.  Thank 
you!  THANK YOU!! 
 Just off the press…first one of the year…a 
stained glass window fundraiser will be held on 
Thursday, January 19 at one of our favorite 
eating places in North Ridgeville:  FIESTA 
JALAPENOS.  Present the flyer and 20% of your 
food total comes back to our church.  Pick up a 
flyer from the church office or in your Sunday 
bulletin in January then ask a friend (or two…) 
to join you.  Enjoy, amigos! 



 Our first Hospitality with a Heart 
community outreach meal of 2017 will be held 
on Friday January 27.  We thank you in advance 
for all your help – our anchor Edie, all the 
kitchen staff, the table set up and dress up duo 
Carol & Fred, custodial, clean up crew, etc.  It’s 
teamwork at its best!!  Come join in the merry 
making. 
 We welcome Tess Anderson to the 
Outreach board.  We (Edie, Becky, Barb, Ann & 
Nancy too) are going to do great things together 
this year! 

“Not many of us are material for greatness, 

according to the general acceptance of the term, 

but each has something to give to justify the gift 

of life.  The humblest can become kindly and easy 

to live with.”  “Humble yourselves in the sight of 

the Lord, and He shall lift you up.” Excerpt from  

Wings of Silver 

 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
The spirit that lives in this place continues 

to amaze me.  2016 was filled with ups and 
downs.  We have had to make many difficult 
decisions, lost some really good people and 
continue to grow and thrive.  We took on many 
challenges and I believe we have come through 
with flying colors.  The budget, which has 
always been a thorn in our side, is finally looking 
as it should.  We have started some much 
needed repairs and additions, hopefully made 
sure that all the staff knows how much we value 
them, and go into 2017 in a much better 
position than we were.  

We have started the process towards 
rebuilding the front windows.  It may take a 
couple of extra weeks but we have one shot to 
get it right; so whatever it takes, it takes.  Our 
parking lot has been expanded and hopefully we 
may need to expand again in the next few 
years.  We now have the parking lot lights 
installed and should be a safer place for not only 
our members but our guests.  We are also 
planning to create a memory area downstairs to 
showcase our past triumphs and to showcase 
our future. 

All in all, 2016 was a good year of the 
Trustees working together.  We pride ourselves 
in working as a team and always put our 
members and guests first.  Thank you to all the 
members for everything and we look forward to 
an even better 2017. 

 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
THE PLASTIC STRAW 

A little thing that can have a BIG impact 

 Each day humans produce and use 
500,000,000 plastic straws, enough to fill 46,400 
large school buses.  United States consumption 
alone equals enough plastic straws to wrap 
around the earth’s circumference 2.5 times each 
day! 

Why should I care? 
 Plastic straws rank in the top 10 for 
marine debris.  The vast majority of plastic 
straws end up in our oceans, contributing to 
millions of tons of trash that leads to over 
1,000,000 seabirds and 100,000 marine 
mammals ingesting plastic.  If you go on You 
Tube, you can see a sea turtle with a straw up 
its nose which was unable to be removed. 

What can we do? 
 Just say NO to plastic straws.  Simply 
request no straws at bars and restaurants and 
share your commitment with others.  Encourage 
your favorite restaurant to only provide straws 
when customers request them.  Let’s take better 
care of God’s world in the New Year. 

Also see: 
• thelastplasticstraw.org 
• onegreenplanet.org 
• ecocycle.org which includes BeStrawFree, 

started by a 9 year old boy named Milo 
from Vermont 

Let’s work to make our church straw free! 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
First let me say how much we miss everyone…We wish 
to thank everyone for the prayers, phone calls, and 
cards.  We sure are blessed with a loving 
congregation.   God bless you all, 

Joe & Dolores Pesch 
 
 

 

 

Women’s Book Club 
At 7 p.m. on January 16 we will be discussing 
The Shape of Mercy by Susan Meissner. All 
women are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We Care Benefit 

NO ONE FIGHTS ALONE 

Dinner and Raffles 
 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 
First Congregational Church 

 

Spaghetti Dinner 
includes spaghetti, salad, roll & butter,  

dessert & soft drinks 
$12.50 per person 

Dinner served from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
 

50/50, Chinese raffle & more 
Raffled drawings begin at 5 p.m. 

 

In support of: 
Stacey Mitchell, Ashleigh Neely  

and Max Gerstacker 
All proceeds will assist the families with 

expenses surrounding their care 
 

Hosted by the Enrollment, Financial & Career 
Division of Lorain County Community College 

 
Tickets available from Krista O’Neill 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
1/3 Charis Meehan 
1/3 Brian Zinsmeister 
1/4 Rosemary Berg 
1/4 Evan Harrold  
1/5 Nancy Findlay 
1/6 Jan Krueger 
1/7 Dale Williams 
1/8 Rebecca Angeline 
1/8 Karen Dreger 
1/12 Karen Veliconia 
1/13 Joe Pesch 
1/15 Jen Murphy 
1/16 Bill Meehan 
1/18 Laura Petroff 
1/18 Pete Veliconia 
1/19 Marge Baker 
1/28 Ashley Schoonover 

 1/11 Gary & Betsy Wiley 
 1/22 Bill & Charis Meehan 
 

Attention ALL ladies... 

Come and join in a fun-filled game day at 

John Christ Winery in Avon Lake on 

Saturday, January 14 from 3-6 p.m.  Just 

bring a snack to share and a game if you 

have a favorite!  I need a headcount so I can 

get more details from the Winery. Please let 

me know by January 2 if you can attend!!!!  

Send me a text (with your name) to 440-

864-8765 or you can email me at: 

mustangsandy06@frontier.com 

Can't wait! 

Sandy Chalkwater 



Ushers & Greeters 
January  

1 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 
8 Liz Wolanski, Dale & Becky Williams 

15 
Shirley Sunyak, Regenia Comerford, Bob 
Franks 

22 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
29 Vonnie Packard, Mary Ireland, Millie Gilly 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

Acolytes 
January  

1 Cady Kyser 
8 Claire Wolanski 
15 Will Schupbach 
22 Abigail Packard 
29 Rhys Kyser 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nursery Volunteers 
January  

1 Dawn Truskot 
8 Linda Matis 
15 Karen Mytnick 
22 Shirley Sunyak 
29 Ann Olesen 

 
 

 

 
ATTN:  Board Chairpersons 

Annual reports for 2016 must be in the 
church office by January 13. 

 
The Annual Meeting for 2016 will be held 
on Sunday, January 22 in the sanctuary 

following the worship service. 
 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
New Year’s Day 
Worship service 10 am 
Communion 
 
 

2  
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

3  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

4  
Choir 7 pm 

5  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

6  
 

7  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

8  
Epiphany 
Outreach 9 am 
January birthdays’ 
celebration 
Faith Formation class 

9  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

10  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

11  
Choir 7 pm 

12  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

13  
Annual reports due in 
church office 

14  
Women’s Game Day 
Outing @ John Christ 
Winery 3-6 pm 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

15  
Communion 
 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
Women’s Book Club 7 
pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

18  
Choir 7 pm 

19  
Council 7 pm 
Fiesta Jalapeños 
fundraiser                   
11 am - 10 pm 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

20  
 

21  
Music sorting 9 am 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

22  
Annual Meeting 
 
 

23  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

25  
Choir 7 pm 

26  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

27  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean up 

28  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

29  
Deacons 11:30 am 
 
 
LCCC spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser 2-5 pm 

30  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7:30 pm 

31  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

 


