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From the Pastor’s Pen  
February is here, and with it comes a month filled with holidays worth 

celebrating.  Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, and Presidents’ Day can be 
found this month, as we celebrate everything from a rodent to the courage 
of our nation’s leaders!  There is something to be said about celebrating 
these holidays – the major and minor ones – as it gives us a reason to make 
what would ordinarily be a typical day into something special.  

That being said, I would encourage all of us this month to find those 
“holidays” worth celebrating in our lives.  Even during the work week, when 
some of us are just doing our best to make it to the weekend, I would invite 
all of us to find those small “holidays” that we can celebrate.  Maybe it is 
something as small as going out for ice cream with friends in the evening, or 
maybe it is taking a walk through the park during your lunch break.  
Whatever they may be, these special moments away from the tedium of 
every day existence can breathe life into us in a very powerful way.  

It is going to be a priority for the church this year to find ways to 
celebrate the wonderful things that happen around us every day.  With so 
much happening in the world that makes our hearts break, we need to take 
time to focus on the good things that take place in our lives.  Celebrating 
these “holidays” during the year will help us to gather our strength to bring 
light and love to our world that is hurting.  It will be up to us to be a source 
of comfort and compassion to the people around us.  

That is why this month is the perfect month to start taking time to 
intentionally appreciate the amazing things that are taking place in our lives. 
Let us focus on the good rather than the bad.  Let us celebrate joy rather 
than fall into despair. This month let us do what we can to find the 
“holidays” that make each day worth celebrating.  

Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik  

 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 

Valentine’s Day falls in February so I thought I would share a few 
thoughts about love as defined by others: 

♥We can do no great things, only small things with great love. - Mother 

Teresa 
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♥Love is born with the pleasure of looking at 

each other; it is fed with the necessity of seeing 

each other; it is concluded with the 

impossibility of separation. - Jose Marti Y Perez 

♥The way to love anything is to realize that it 

may be lost. - Gilbert Keith Chesterton 

♥Love is an irresistible desire to be irresistibly 

desired. - Robert Frost 

♥Immature love says "I love you because I need 

you."  Mature love says "I need you because I 

love you." - Robert Frost 

♥The most beautiful things in life cannot be 

seen or even touched.  They must be felt with 

the heart. - Helen Keller 

♥The minute I heard my first love story I 

started looking for you, not knowing how blind 

that was.  Lovers don't finally meet somewhere. 

They're in each other all along. - Jeraluddin 

Rumi 

Since I had others talk for me I thought I should 
end with words of my own.  There is another 
holiday in February.  February 17 is National 
Random Acts of Kindness Day.  Considered to 
be central to most religions and cultures, 
kindness is the act of showing concern for 
others, loved ones as well as strangers, without 
any expectation of any consideration in return.  
Studies have shown that being compassionate 
not only helps other people, but also makes one 
happy and healthier.  People who are kind are 
thought to have lower risk for heart and blood 
pressure-related diseases.  So, for a healthier 
you, practice kindness! 

 

Now, about coffee hour... 

Council has talked about the way coffee 
hour has evolved from coffee and conversation 
to almost a meal.  This has gotten to be a 
burden on the boards, whose main duties lie 
elsewhere.  If you are on a board that has 
coffee hour and are also a teacher or deacon of 
the week or a member of a study group, trying 
to participate in these activities as well as 
serving at coffee hour becomes difficult.  Not 
only can it be a demand on your time but it can 
also become expensive. 

In light of this, the boards have been 
asked to tone it down.  Starting in February 
birthday cake will still be served on birthday 
Sunday (2nd Sunday of each month).  Starting in 
March there will be a potluck after church on the 
fourth Sunday of the month as well.  This will be 
a true potluck as you can bring anything to 
share from peanuts to a standing rib roast.  The 
other weeks there will be beverages, but only 
minimal amounts of food, if any.  This does not 
preclude anyone that feels that more food is 
needed from taking it on themselves to provide 
more food. 

If you have any questions or comments, 
please feel free to talk to any member of the 
church council.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
2017 is the year of KINDNESS and each 

month we will be doing “acts of 
kindness.”  Some will be random; 
others will be announced ahead of 
time.  For February, we will be 
participating in the Souper Bowl 
of Caring.  On February 5 our kids will be 
stationed at the entrances to the sanctuary with 
soup pots, ready to collect your spare change 
and dollars.  This is a grassroots effort 
throughout the United States to promote 
support for soup kitchens and food pantries in 
local communities.  Our donations will go to 
Community Care so please give generously!  

On Sunday, February 12 we are 
sponsoring our first annual Chili Cook-off 
immediately following worship.  We have over 



12 chili makers ready to tantalize 
your taste buds.  One winner will be 
awarded the grand prize of “Chili 

Master for 2017.”  Please plan on staying for this 
fun event.  Proceeds will help fund VBS and the 
upcoming Women’s Retreat in November. 

Our annual Mardi Gras celebration will 
be on Sunday, February 26 
immediately following 
worship.  We will be putting 
away the ALLELUIAS with 
the anticipation of Lent.  We 
will be serving pancakes and 
sausage afterwards as well as awarding the 
“Keeper of the Alleluias!”  Get out your beads 
and join in the fun! 

Please keep your church school buddy in 
your thoughts and prayers.  Have you talked to 
them recently or sent them a note?  They would 
enjoy hearing from you! 

Finally, Bob, Matt and I want to send 
huge thank you to everyone for their thoughts, 
prayers and support over the last two months.  
It has been a rocky road but hopefully I am past 
that and on the way to smooth days! Just think, 
next month we can talk about SPRING! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Greetings church family and friends! 
Thank you for continuing to fill up our sock and 
mitten tree at the top of the stairs in the Sunday 
school hallway.  This program was very 
successful for December and January, providing 
Community Care with additional such items to 
keep the kids warm during these cold months. 
 Your hard-earned dollars help countless 
unnamed people in crisis throughout the year.  
Through your generosity, Crossroads – a UCC 
sanctioned child and family service organization 
in Ft. Wayne, Indiana – wrote to say:  “Right 
now, our residential beds are full and we have 
lengthy waiting lists of children needing our 
help.  We are seeing so many children due to 
the drug issues among adults in the Midwest.  
Heroin, Meth & Opioids!  Kids are being abused 
and seriously neglected, along with more 
referrals for victims of human trafficking!  Every 

gift counts.  Thanks for helping us change their 
futures!” 
 Please start putting your treasures in 
boxes or bags for the annual rummage sale 
that will be coming up in May.  Items will be 
accepted in May only.  Dates will be posted 
later in the year, along with advertising for the 
event.  All monies made will help pay for the 
church’s new riding lawn mower.  (The mower 
we have has too many issues to address.)  Let’s 
make this a successful fundraiser!  We will need 
good stuff…and help to make it happen! 
 The car wash fundraiser at Ridgeville 
Laser Wash is ongoing.  It is a no-touch service 
providing each customer with a great wash and 
our church earns $2.00 from each wash toward 
our stained glass window project.  The car wash 
is located at 38890 Center Ridge, just west of 
Case Road.  Flyers are available in the Sunday 
school wing and Fellowship Hall.  Pick one up for 
yourself and a friend.  Discount code #45873 
 Welcome to the Board of Outreach, Jane 
Woravka.  Together, we will make a difference!   
Jane, Edie, Becky, Barb, Ann, Tess & Nancy 

“Courage and hope for every day.  Faith to guide me 

along my way.  Understanding and wisdom, too, and 

grace to accept what life gives me to do.” – Helen 

Steiner Rice 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Harry Berg 
 I am going to steal some thunder from 
the Trustees regarding the stained glass 
windows.  Seven members from the church – 
Pastor Arik, Bob & Nancy Franks, Mark Murphy, 
Barb Tobin, Rosemary and I – went to Whitney 
Glass Works to see how our stained glass 
windows are coming along.  They explained how 
the process works, which is very time-
consuming and complex.   

The process is tedious; photos are taken, 
then they do “rubbings” for the pattern.  They 
are cleaned under water, and then carefully 
taken apart.  The old lead is recycled.  Some 
pieces need to be hand painted then fired in a 
kiln to get the right color to match the old glass. 
 Although I have done some work in 
stained glass, the scope of work being done on 
our windows makes my experience look like the 



work of a first grader.  The history of the 
building where they are located is an education 
in itself.  If we get to go again to see their 
progress, if at all possible, I urge you to go. 

Wishing all of you a happy, healthy new year! 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
This month I wanted to remind 

everyone of a simple fact after our annual 
meeting.  The meeting did fill all of the boards 
with the names of those willing to serve.  The 
fact of the matter is that we all serve on every 
board to a certain extent. 

The Trustees, for example, are in 
charge of the property and financial aspects of 
the church.  But all of us give of our gifts to 
contribute to the financial well-being of our 
facility.  We also are in charge of keeping our 
facilities clean and up-to-date.  I am always 
talking to members who are helping out, either 
with ideas to improve or with their sweat equity. 
Please continue with these ideas and your help 
as it is appreciated.  

The Deacons are in charge of the spiritual 
well-being of our members; we all help out with 
that too.  Every time you invite others here, or 
visit a member, or send a card, you are doing 
Deacons’ work.  

Christian Education is our responsibility as 
well.  We can talk to each other, or just lead by 
example.  This is something that we all can do. 

   Outreach is happening every day here 
by everyone, just a smile or a sending a card 

shows everyone our mission. 
So you see the names 

may be on a piece of paper but 
are all intertwined.  We all need 
to realize the part we all play in 
the success or failure of our 
church.  We are all important 

and much needed.   
 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
Love Your Heart 

Get Smart about Heart Disease 
Heart disease is the leading cause of death in 
the United States.  Research is making a 

difference and heart disease deaths have been 
declining steadily. 

Know the risk factors for heart disease that you 
can control: 
Set moderate goals that are achievable.  Slow 
and steady is better than coming up short of 
your goal and giving up.  Talk to your healthcare 
provider about your personal risk and develop a 
heart disease prevention plan. 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2/2 Dawn Truskot 
2/9 Jacob Chalkwater 
2/9 Mary Karlovec 
2/9 Chris Frederick 
2/9 Sean Hannold 
2/11 Taylar Comerford 
2/13 Anne Schreiber 
2/15 Harry Berg 
2/15 Gwen Poe 
2/17 Bob Elliott 
2/18 Abby Anderson 
2/18 Nancy Franks 
2/19 Peg Hopkins 
2/19 Claire Wolanski 
2/20 Jan Krueger 
2/22 Jean Gardner 
2/25 Shirley McVeigh 
2/26 Fred Scharmann 
2/26 Ethan Williams 
2/28 Daryl Von Benken 

 2/1 Bill & Regenia Comerford 
 2/14 Sonny & Carol Schubert 

 
 

 

Women’s Book Club 
Below are the upcoming books we will be 
reading and discussing.  Regular book club 
gatherings are held at the church at 7 p.m.  All 
women are welcome! 
February 20:  Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of 
Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a 
President by Candice Millard 
March 20:  Walk Me Home by Catherine Ryan 
Hyde 
April 17:  Chasing Fireflies by Charles Martin 
May 15:  A Broken Kind of Beautiful by Katie 
Ganshert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
January  

29 Vonnie Packard, Mary Ireland, Millie Gilly 
February  

5 Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken, Linda Matis 
12 Lynne Petroff, Joe Pesch, Edie Phillips 
19 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 
26 Liz Wolanski, Dale & Becky Williams 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

Acolytes 
January  

29 Rhys Kyser 
February  

5 Abby Anderson 
12 Mackenzie Pero 
19 Cady Kyser 
26 Arden Dlugosz 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

Nursery Volunteers 
January  

29 Ann Olesen 
February  

5 Dawn Truskot 
12 Linda Matis 
19 Karen Mytnick 
26 Shirley Sunyak 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Clergy Corner 

Join Pastor Arik every week for a short midweek 
message as he tackles topics relating to life and 

faith.  Released every Tuesday, his audio 
podcast can be found on iTunes (search for 
“Clergy Corner”) or can be listened to online 
here: http://theclergycorner.libsyn.com/ . 

With interesting episodes and interviews being 
released every week, don’t miss out! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Services Online!  Can’t be with us on a Sunday?  We are now live-streaming our worship 

services on our Facebook page!  Don’t have a Facebook page?  The worship service video will also be 

available on our website the next morning under “Online Sermons” under the “Resources” tab at the top 

of the page.  If you have any questions, contact Pastor Arik or the church office. 

https://www.facebook.com/firstconguccnr/      http://www.fccalive.org/resources/online-sermons 
 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Choir 7 pm 
2  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

3  
 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

5  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
 

6  
Trustees 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

7  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

8  
Choir 7 pm 

9  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

10  
 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

12  
Chili Cook Off 
February birthdays’ 
celebration 
 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

15  
Choir 7 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 
Council 7 pm 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

17  
 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

19  
Communion 

20  
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 
AA Women 7 pm 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

22  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
Al-Anon anniversary 
party 6 pm - ? 
AA Women 6 pm (up) 

24  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal:  4-6 prep, 
6-7 serve, 7-? clean 
up 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

25  
Soup for the Spirit     
6-11 pm @ Tom’s 
Country Place 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

26  
Deacons 11:30 am 
Mardi Gras 

 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

 


