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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 April has arrived, and with it comes the promise of new life in our 
world.  The seasons have begun to change, and as the world awakens we 

witness the cycle of life begin again.  It is the perfect time of year for us to 

celebrate Easter as we look at the cycle of life, death, and life anew, as we 
see this miracle take place in the world around us with our own eyes.  
 This month we will be taking a closer look at our Holy Week by 
embarking upon our first ever Holy Week vigil taking place on April 8 (the 
Saturday before Palm Sunday).  It will be a time for intergenerational 
learning and growing as we work our way through Holy Week and remember 
the importance of what will soon come to pass.  Then on Palm Sunday we 
will begin our journey toward Easter morning, following in the footsteps of 
Christ as he enters through the gates of Jerusalem.   
 On Thursday, April 13 we will witness the Last Supper come to pass 
as we celebrate Maundy Thursday and hear the story of the betrayal that 
would ultimately cost Jesus his life.  Then on Good Friday we will be joining 
together with other churches in the community at 5:30 pm at the gazebo in 
South Central Park where will we pick up the cross and walk in solidarity with 
Jesus during these last few hours of his life.  
 However, even death could not shackle the power of God’s love, and 
so on Easter morning we celebrate the resurrection of Christ in our world 

and our lives.  We will kick off Easter with a sunrise service at 7:30 am 
(share an Easter breakfast) followed by our more traditional service at 10 
am.  It will be an opportunity for us to share in the joy and love that has 

been born into our world as we celebrate the presence of our risen savior. 

  As our Lenten journey draws to a close, and as we see the cross 
waiting for us on the horizon, let us remember how we have changed our 

world through kindness throughout this Lenten season.  Our acts of kindness 
have been small offerings of love to the one who first loved us, and it is my 
hope that we will continue changing our world through acts of kindness 

through the rest of the year.  
May we feel the renewal of new life spring forth in our lives as we   

watch the world around us begin to bud and bloom.  May we feel 
God’s love awaken in our hearts, and may we find the strength to 

journey alongside Jesus until Easter morning.  My friends, may we 

walk in the footsteps of Christ, so that we may witness the miracle of 
the empty tomb.        

 

April 2017 

Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Arik  
 



 
 

Palm Sunday Service, 10 am - a wonderful 
service full of celebration concluding with the 
stripping of the altar to set the stage and prepare us 
for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm - a service of 
communion as we listen to the story of Christ's 
passion, crucifixion, and death 
Good Friday Community Cross Walk, 5:30 pm - 
we will walk from the gazebo in South Central Park 
carrying a cross, serving as a reminder to us that we 
are called to follow Christ to the very end 
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service, 7:30 am  
Easter Breakfast following Sunrise Service 
Easter Service, 10 am - a time of joy and 
celebration as we celebrate that life and love are far 
more powerful than death 

 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
Before I retired (from the police 

department) one of my jobs was to purchase 
supplies, everything from copy paper to 
tires.   One of those items was car wash soap 
for the officers that wished to wash their own 
cruiser.  This item got to be a real headache.  It 
seemed as if every time I turned around, the 
department needed more.  So I finally 
purchased a 5 gallon bucket of car wash solution 

that came with a metering device.  It would mix 
the proper amount of soap with each gallon of 
water as the officer filled a pail.   

One day as I walked through the garage I 

noticed an officer adding his own soap to the 
already mixed soapy water.  I asked him why he 

felt he needed to do such a thing.  Well, it turns 
out that he thought there were not enough 
bubbles in the mix and that he was not getting 
the car clean enough.  I told him that the 

department soap was low suds so that it would 
rinse off better; and anyway, detergent did not 

need to have any bubbles to work.  As a matter 

of fact, chemicals are added to various cleaning 
products because people expect bubbles, not 
because they are necessary.  (If you check the 

ingredients on your bottle of soap you may 

notice something called sodium laurel sulfate or 
something similar.) 

The officer thought for a moment and 

then continued to add more of his own 

detergent.  He said, "I don't care.  I need to see 
lots of bubbles because that way I know that 

I'm getting the car clean."  He would not believe 

it did not have to be like that. 
 I imagine that all of us have - at one 

time or another - felt that if we cannot see it, 

we don't believe it.  This may apply to our faith, 
our belief in what cannot be measured.  Like a 

doubting Thomas, we want proof of something 

before we will believe it.  Perhaps, just perhaps, 

it is enough to know that it just is. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Happy Spring!  It is so wonderful to say 

those simple two words!  Hopefully the gray, 
cold days of winter are behind us and we can 
look forward to the fresh air and colors that 
spring has to offer. 

It is not lost on Christians that spring and 
Lent have much in common.  The solemnness of 
Lent reminds me of those gray winter days.  And 
then finally Easter is here!  For me, it symbolizes 
a new beginning just like the beautiful freshness 
and colors that only Spring has to offer!  

But before we get to Easter, we must 
journey through Holy Week.  We are familiar 
with Palm Sunday and possibly Maundy 
Thursday or Good Friday but what about the 

rest of the days between Palm Sunday and 
Easter?  How are they significant in this 
journey?  I highly recommend you join us for a 

new INTERGENERATIONAL  event…”A 

Journey through Holy Week” on April 8 
from 4-8 p.m.  This event will explore these 

very important eight days in the life of our faith.  
The sign up deadline is April 2.  Each family is 
asked to bring a family favorite dish to share (no 

desserts please!) and a dozen hard boiled eggs 
(NOT dyed).  As part of this event we will have 

our annual Easter egg hunt and we will be 
decorating the sanctuary for Palm Sunday!  You 

will even go home with “Holy Week in a Box!” 



The Board of Christian Education will be 

selling chocolate candy, suckers and pretzels on 
Palm Sunday to help raise funds for Vacation 

Bible School and the Women’s Retreat.   

On Easter Sunday, all Sunday School aged 

children will be in church the entire service.  
Packets will be available for them to work on. 

The nursery will be available for those 3 and 

younger.  We will be returning the ALLELUIAS 
during worship.  Thanks to Nate Schupbach, this 

year’s Keeper of the Alleluias! 

Mark your calendars for June 25-29!  This 
will be our 5 DAY Vacation Bible School!  It will 

be held from 6-8:30 pm 

each night!  Our NEW 

theme this year is 
Group’s Maker Fun 
Factory!   Again this 

will be an 
INTERGENERATIONAL 

EVENT so save the dates.  
Registration will be available 

beginning at the end of April! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
We’ve been making our journey, 

religiously, to the cross this past month while 
showing intentional acts of kindness in many 
different ways to those we meet along the 
pathway of life.  Hoping this has proved to be 
an uplifting experience for you, just as reaching 
out through Outreach has for our committee 

members. 
Thank you for your generosity through 

the One Great Hour of Sharing collection.  Know 

that your selfless gifts of money will collectively 

help thousands of people put their lives back 
together her in the states and throughout the 

world.  The total collected will be announced 
soon. 

On April 30 during and after coffee hour 

Ten Thousand Villages will be here in Fellowship 
Hall with a wonderful assortment of handmade 

items for you to peruse for yourself or gifts for 
others.  Remember Mother’s Day is coming on 

May 14 so this is a great opportunity to prepare 
ahead while helping artisans in third world 
countries make a living. 

Our annual rummage sale will be held on 

Saturday, May 20.  Please bring your unwanted 
and/or used treasures to the church from May 

14 to May 19 and place them in the undercroft 

hallway, leaving a path down the middle for 

easy access to rooms and stairway at the end.  
Donations can be dropped off during the week 

from 9 am to noon.  We will be setting up on 

Friday, May 19 for the sale.  Interested in 
helping??  We could use your services.  Call 

440-327-9647 and leave your telephone number 

with a short message.  Thank you! 

XtáàxÜ uÄxáá|Çzá yÜÉÅ tÄÄ Éy âá àÉ tÄÄ Éy çÉâ4 
“Be strong and of good courage; be not afraid, 

neither be dismayed:  For the Lord your God is with 

you wherever you go.”  “Wings of Silver” 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Betty Fitts 
 One thing that being so sick earlier this 
year has taught me is that I was not always 
right.  What?!  Me, not always right?!  Well, I 
never! 
 I am eight months into my gamblers 
anonymous program and am still going strong!  
I don’t ever want to go through that again.  A 
message to all my family and friends—“YOU 
CAN DO IT!”  I am so blessed to have all of you 
in my life. 
 Also, think before you act or say 
something that will hurt someone.  That is one 
thing that is hard to let go of.  It can control you 
if you let it.   

I’m closing with a prayer from one of my 
G.A. members.  The brilliant rays of light coming 

from her hands are the graces she showers on 

everyone who asks for them.  She promised her 
protection and intercession 

in times of need. 
The Miraculous Medal 

O Mary, conceived without 
sin, pray for us who have 

recourse to thee. 
 
 



Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
A group of church members took a trip to 

the Whitney Stained Glass company to watch 
the craftsmen rebuild our front windows.  To say 

that we were impressed is an understatement. 

The workers who were meticulously taking 
apart, fixing, painting and rebuilding our 
windows were taking such care to make sure 

that these windows are fixed correctly, we 

would have sworn that they owned the windows 
themselves.  It was such a treat to see such 

care and effort put forth that when we see them 

reinstalled in our front façade, we will cherish 
them even more.  The time that they spend just 

matching up the colors or the glass, while taking 

into account the fading of the widows due to the 
100+ years of sunlight, is truly amazing.  This is 
why it sometimes takes extra time to finish 
some projects; we want to do it once, and we 
want to do it right.  The biggest challenge that 
we sometimes face is just finding the right 
company to do the projects that need to be 
done.  We are trying to compile a list of go-to 
places that we can count on to repair, replace or 
fix the things that we cannot do in-house.  If 
you know of worthy companies that can help in 
the following areas please let us know:  
plumbing, electrical, wood refinishing (doors) or 
general construction.  We want to support 
worthy local companies whenever possible and 
want to build relationships to ensure that the 
jobs are done right. 

On May 13 at 9 am we will be hosting our 
Spring Clean-up of the church grounds.  If you 

can help, we will need volunteers to weed, plant 
flowers, spread mulch, sweep etc.  Please bring 

gloves, hand tools and a healthy attitude.  Hope 
to see you there… 

 

 

Women’s Book Club 
Below are the upcoming books we will be 

reading and discussing.  Regular book club 
gatherings are held at the church at 7 p.m.  All 

women are welcome! 
April 17:  Chasing Fireflies by Charles Martin 

May 15:  A Broken Kind of Beautiful by Katie 
Ganshert 

4/1 Krista O’Neill 

4/2 Bob Schmittgen 
4/4 Tim O’Neill 

4/8 Paula Dudek 

4/14 Dave Poe 

4/15 Catherine Craigs 
4/15 Beckie Schupbach 

4/15 Heather Smith 

4/16 John Petroff 
4/23 Brian Zinsmeister 

4/25 Vaughn Dee Repenning 

4/30 Dolores Pesch 

4/30 June Yost 

 4/3 Ric & Sallie Sasse 

 4/15 Andy & Shirley Sunyak 

 4/20 Ray & Judy Angeline 
 4/25 Dave & Mary Ireland 
 4/25 Bob & Linda Matis (30) 
 4/28 Jim & June Yost 

 

 

 

Ushers & Greeters 
April  

2 Lynne Petroff, Joe Pesch, Edie Phillips 
9 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 
16 Edie Phillips, Dale & Becky Williams 
23 Nancy Long, Pete Veliconia, Vi Elrod 
30 Liz Wolanski, Regenia Comerford, Shirley Sunyak 
Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 

attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  
If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  

please call the church office. 

Acolytes 
April  

2 Abby Anderson 
9 Mackenzie Pero-Luter 
16 Arden Dlugosz 
23 Cady Kyser 
30 Claire Wolanski 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

Nursery Volunteers 
April  

2 Shirley Sunyak 
9 Ann Olesen 
16 Dawn Truskot 
23  
30 Karen Mytnick 



 
 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
 
 
Hall rented 1-5 pm  
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

2  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
New Members class 
11-11:30 
Faith Formation 11:30 

3  
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

4  
CE 6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

5  
Choir 7 pm 

6  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

7  
 

8  
Holy Week Vigil 4-8 
pm 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

9  
Palm Sunday 
April birthdays’ 
celebration 
 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

12  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

13  
Maundy Thursday 
Svc. 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

14  
OFFICE CLOSED 
Good Friday Cross 
Walk 5:30 pm @       
So. Central        
Gazebo 
 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

16  
Easter 
Sunrise Svc.  
7:30 am 
Easter breakfast 
Easter Svc. 10 am 

17  
Book Club 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

18  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

19  
Choir 7 pm 

20  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

21  
 

22  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

23  
 

24  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

25  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

26  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

28  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

30  
Snack Potluck Sunday 
Ten Thousand 
Villages 
Deacons 11:30 am 
 
 

 

 
 



Swiss Steak Dinner:  Thank you to everyone who contributed 

to this annual fundraiser!  Though ticket sales were down a bit, 
we still managed to net almost $4,300.00.  It was a looong day of  
cooking, serving, and cleaning up and we truly appreciate all of  
your help!  We couldn’t pull it off without you! 

Thank you again, 
Diana Goode & Linda Matis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On March 26 a group of members and friends of First Congre- 
gational Church went to Painting with a Twist in Avon for a  
fun afternoon of painting and fellowship.  Great job, ladies! 


