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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 As May arrives in our world, we enter into a time when life flourishes 
around us.  The flowers are blooming, the grass is growing, and the many 
woodland creatures in our community have returned to us with their 
adorable little ones.  To be sure, it is a season and a time where we 
celebrate the flourishing of life in our world, and that is reflected in the ways 
we worship and give thanks to God.  
 This month we have many exciting events planned for worship, 
beginning with a special “Community Care” Sunday service on May 7.  The 
Executive Director of Community Care (and one of our own beloved 
members) June Yost will be speaking during worship and telling us of the 
impact that Community Care has in our community.  A special offering will be 
collected during the worship to help support this vital ministry in North 
Ridgeville.  
 On May 14 we will be celebrating Mother’s Day in worship as we 
celebrate the impact that mother figures have had in our lives.  It will be a 
time of giving thanks and honoring those strong female figures that have 
helped shape us into who we are today.  
 Then on May 21 we will celebrate the flourishing of life as we baptize 
one of our beloved children into the life of our church.  As Elizabeth Grace 
becomes part of our faith family, we will remember our own baptismal 
promises and give thanks for this wonderful family of 
faith.  
 Certainly, this month we will be celebrating the 
wonderful ways in which God is at work in our lives and 
our community.  As the world flourishes with new life 
around us, we will celebrate the ways in which our faith 
gives us new life every single day. So as we move 
forward into this month of thankfulness and celebration, 
let us do our best to bear witness to the way God is at 
work in our lives, so that we may live out the miracle of 
Easter in our world.  

 Blessings and Peace,  
 Pastor Arik  

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
There are many types of sayings, and I'm sure you have heard most 

of them.  Have you ever heard of “momisms”?  These are sayings that we 
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have heard from our mothers that stick with us 
for the rest of our lives.  I remember some 
sayings from my mom such as:  “Make sure you 
always wear clean underwear in case you have 
an accident and end up in the hospital”, or how 
about “keep your elbows off the table” (I still 
have trouble with this one).  I imagine these are 
fairly common and are good rules to live by, 
although I have been in accidents where I 
ended up in the hospital and not once did 
anyone inspect my underwear. 

Then there are sayings that touch on the 
religious.  Perhaps you have heard “Speak of the 
devil and he will appear”.  My mom used to add 
“Talk of angels and you will hear their wings”.  I 
have not found many people that add this part. 
In a previous Moderator's Moment I mentioned 
her saying “Act in haste, repent in leisure”, a 
saying that is all too true. 

There are also science related 
sayings.  How about “Red sky at night, sailors 
delight.  Red sky in morning, sailors take 
warning”.  This is actually fairly accurate due to 
moisture and dust in the atmosphere.  Believe it 
or not this is also found in the Bible in Matthew 
16: 2-3.   (Someone at work said that their mom 
always added “East is least, west is best”.  I had 
never heard that before.) 

The reason I'm relating all these sayings 
is that Mother’s Day is May 14, and these are 
one way to remember your mother’s influence 
on your life.  For those who still have their 
moms around, how about a phone call or 
visit?  You can even do this on days that aren't 
Mother’s Day! 

Also, remember Memorial Day is 
approaching.  When you thank the veterans that 
have given so much for our country, remember 
that some veterans are also moms. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Lent is over but Easter continues!  Lent 

was busy from Mardi Gras through Easter 
Sunday.  Special thanks to the CE Board for 
helping support the programming throughout 
Lent.  I know it was asking a lot of all of them 
but they rose to the occasion.  A special THANK 
YOU goes to Becky Williams, Nancy Franks and 

Tess Anderson for helping make the candy for 
the Easter candy sale.  We raised approximately 
$200 towards VBS and the upcoming Women’s 
Retreat!  A huge thanks to Kathy Pero’s Windsor 
School class for filling almost 600 eggs for our 
Easter egg hunt!  A big thanks to everyone who 
provided snacks for the shut-ins Easter baskets.  
They were truly appreciated by the eight people 
who received them.  Finally a big THANK YOU to 
the church school parents who took the time to 
do the Lenten projects, attend the Lenten 
events (over 60 people attended our Journey 
through Holy Week event) and support their 
children with their acts of kindness. 

As we look ahead to the next few 
months, Vacation Bible School is on the 
horizon!  We are doing a brand new program 
this year!  Mark your calendars now for a fun 
filled FIVE evenings from June 25-29.  This is 
an intergenerational event for the whole 
family!  On June 25 we will start our week with 
a cook-out at 5 pm followed by an evening of 
VBS activities, finishing by 8:30.  For the other 
four days, we will start at 6 pm and will finish at 
8:30.  (Note we will not be providing dinner 
these nights but a snack will be included during 
the evening.)  The cost per person is $10 or a 
maximum of $25 for 3 or more in the family.  
Registration begins May 1.  Registration closes 
June 15 so don’t delay in registering!   

I am in need of volunteers to lead 
aspects of Vacation Bible School.  I am looking 

for 1-2 people to lead music, 1-2 
people for crafts, 1-2 people to 
support preschool or school-age 
Bible studies, 1-2 people to 
oversee snacks and 2-3 people to 
be in charge of games.  Supplies 

and manuals will be available.  I also need help 
with designing and making props and 
backgrounds.  Please see me if you are willing to 
volunteer for one of these areas.   

And the event the women of the church 
have been waiting for…the 2017 Women’s 

Retreat!  We will be joined by Pilgrim 
UCC of Cuyahoga Falls the 
weekend of November 3-5 at 
Punderson Manor Lodge and 
Conference Center.  Registration 



forms and information sheets can be found on 
our website and outside Mary’s office.  Please 
note that all registration forms and payment are 
due by September 30.  A $50 deposit will hold 
your space.  There is a maximum registration of 
50 people for this event, so do not wait to 
register! 

Finally, our last day of Sunday School is 
May 28.  Summer Sunday School for 4 year olds 
through completion of 2nd grade begins June 11.  
Nursery care will be provided.  We will be using 
the Heifer Project curriculum this summer. 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Thank you for your considerate and 
appreciated donations to the One Great Hour of 
Sharing special collection in March.  We were 
able to send $349 to the Western Reserve 
Association where the collective offerings from 
all of our UCC churches will be distributed to the 
thousands of people in desperate need 
throughout this country and around the world.  
Thank you, again, for providing help to those 
who live in the margins between life and death. 
 For Easter, our special Community Care 
family of eight received a big basket of goodies 
through this committee filled with the good 
news that Jesus lives, and other stuff kids love.  
We all donated the items, and had a great time 
filling up the basket and taking it to Community 
Care for the family to pick up.  Blessings were 
had by all! 
 We are sorry to announce that the Ten 
Thousand Villages store in Cleveland Heights is 
no longer in business and was thus unable to be 
with us as promised in April.  It is with deep 
regret that we make this announcement.  On a 
brighter note, another similar program is in force 
called One World and we’re hoping to have 
them in on a Sunday in November.  More 
information in the future. 
 Our annual rummage sale is Saturday, 
May 20 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  You are welcome 
to help us get ready for this event by coming on 
our set-up day, Friday May 19 beginning at 9 
a.m.  Lunch will be provided for all workers.  On 
Saturday we will need help tending to the 
customers’ needs and cleaning up after the sale, 

putting stuff in boxes for pick-up.  Please offer 
your help – it will make the event more 
successful.   
 Please drop off your unwanted and/or 
gently used treasures at the church between 
May 14 and May 19.  Office hours during the 
week are 9 a.m. to noon.  Items should be 
placed in the undercroft hallway, leaving a path 
down the middle for easy access to room and 
the stairway at the end of the hallway.  Thank 
you!!  Please call 327-9647 with questions or to 
say that you’ll volunteer some time for the 
event.  Your help is much appreciated! 

“Out of the seed, the flower; out of the flower, 

the seed; out of the need, the power;                 

out of the power, the deed.” 

“We plant a tree this day and leave the 

blossoming to God.” 

Copied from Apples of Gold compiled by Jo Petty 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Bob Olesen 
“There is no place like home… 
and being in your own church.” 

Like all who have traveled, there are host 
of things to do when you finally return home.  
Vacation memories are quickly set aside when 
your refrigerator is empty, there is a ton of mail 
to go through, and you begin a catch-up of work 
around the house. 
 We were back at our church on Sunday.  
It was like “old home week” seeing all our 
friends.  When our music director began playing 
the piano before the start of the service, we 
unconsciously began comparing it with the 
church service we attended at Coral Isles 
Church at Tavenier, a UCC affiliate in the Florida 
Keys. 
 When we arrived at the Florida church, 
we found actual parking spaces to be very 
limited and saw that others had begun parking 
in rows on the front lawn.  We followed suit and 
got in line.  The church was very modern and 
beautiful.  On the inside it was more of the 
same.  Large windows lined each side giving it 
an outdoor atmosphere.  Fully carpeted, there 
were no pews; everyone had an individually 



padded chair, straight backed but very 
comfortable.  The altar was decorated with 
burlap, a wooden box, ancient looking pottery, 
candles and a hurricane lamp, seemingly 
symbolic of Jesus’ last days in Jerusalem.  This 
is where the similarities ended. 
 To the left of me, three seats down, was 
a woman holding a parrot on her wrist.  To my 
right, two chairs away, was a dog sitting on the 
chair next to its owner.  There were also other 
animals throughout the church.  I found out that 
this was not a special occasion; this happened 
every Sunday.  I couldn’t help wondering 
whether or not the dogs like coming to church, 
or the owners had a separation anxiety. 
 What was most noticeable was the 
absence of both piano and organ music.  The 
setting was very contemporary and there was 
no choir as all hymns were recorded and the 
technician operating the equipment led the 
singing.  I did not recognize any of the 
selections played during the service.  The 
minister’s sermon was appropriate but couldn’t 
hold a candle to the manner in which Pastor Arik 
delivers a sermon. 
 Bottom line—there are wonderful people 
everywhere, but my heart will continue to be at 
our little church in North Ridgeville, Ohio 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
Thank you to all who helped with the 

stained glass window project.  It was a long 
time coming and hopefully will be an asset for 
years to come.  

The next big project is the replacement of 
the back entrance.  We are actively seeking 
quotes and looking at proposals to make this 
happen.  One of the problems we are 
encountering is trying to find the correct people 
to handle these projects - a shop that is busy 
but not too busy.  If a shop is not busy then it 
could mean that they are not very good; if they 
are too busy then they may not be able to fit 
our project in.  The trick is to find the right 
combination of the two. 

We are also looking for a company to 
help with the stripping and repainting (or 
staining) of the front doors.  With the windows 

looking so good, the doors really need some 
work to make the front of the church nicer. 

If you are able to supply us with local 
people who may be able to help with any of 
these projects, please let me or any Trustee 
know.  We are looking into possible other 
projects to be announced.     
 
 

Women’s Book Club 
On May 15 we will be reading and discussing A 
Broken Kind of Beautiful by Katie Ganshert. 
Regular book club gatherings are held at the 
church at 7 p.m.  All women are welcome! 
 
 

 
On April 30 we celebrated the return of our 
stained glass windows with a rededication 
service.  In his sermon Pastor Arik gave us some 
history on the meaning of the symbols in the 
windows: 

“To begin with, we will start with the windows right 
above our front doors. Looking at this window in 
particular, we may at first believe that the design was 
chosen simply for aesthetic purposes, and indeed, that 
may well be the case. But after some research, this 
collection of symbols is not uncommon in the history 
of Christianity, and have been used in some shape or 
form in various stained glass art throughout the years.  
Beginning from the outside going in, the red circle 
often represents eternity – as the circle never begins 
or ends. It is also a common symbol for Christian 
unity, which makes perfect sense in its placement 
above the front doors of the church. Inviting people 
to come in, this stained glass makes the statement 



that all who come through these doors belong as a 
unified people in Christ. Moving further in, the three 
flowers, along with the three blue half circles, 
complement each other, and both reinforce the 
doctrine of the trinity. Incorporating things in threes 
in Christian art almost always points to the trinity, 
and as it is situated inside the circle of eternity and 
Christian unity, we can see that the trinity reinforces 
this idea of permanence and endlessness in faith. 
Finally at the center of it all is a version of the 
quatrefoil, a design that represents the terrestrial 
plane. We can see an example of a quatrefoil here.  it 
is a representation of earthly things, as well as 
referencing the four cardinal directions of a compass. 
In this way, we see that our lives are contained within 
the trinity and eternity, and we should live our lives 
following the guidance of our faith, as we do our best 
to follow our moral compass.  
Above these windows rests the symbol of the rose, 
another common symbol in Christian artwork. What 
was once a symbol for the worship of Venus, 
Christianity adopted this symbol to honor and 
symbolize an important figure in the Christian faith.  
After Christianity became the religion of the empire 
under Constantine, the rose became the symbol for 
the Christ’s mother, Mary. The rose is seen in stained 
glass quite frequently in Catholic churches, but there 
are still remnants of its influence even in protestant 
windows, like our own.  
Moving upstairs, let us now take a closer look at our 
largest window (pictured at the beginning of this 
article), and view the beauty that lives within. 
This particular window is so enmeshed in history that 
it is worth a closer examination. It  was dedicated to 
the church by the Sabbath School sometime in the 
second half of the 1870s – at a time when the total 
cost of construction for this sanctuary building ran a 
little over ten thousand dollars. This was a time when 
the church was lit by kerosene lamps, and was heated 
by a potbellied stove in the narthex. You could 
actually look down grates below your feet to see the 
massive coal furnace churning away, providing heat 
in those cold winter months.  
So this window has somehow survived over these 
many years, and has remained a crucial symbol of the 
rich history of our church in this community. But 
over the years it began to fall into disrepair, and 
making the decision to raise funds to repair the 
window, we finally have our windows back and 
looking as beautiful as the day they were first 
installed. 

So today I want to take a closer look at our finished 
windows, to not just see their beauty, but to see how 
by repairing them, the stories of our past come alive 
once again. Through symbology and placement, we 
will see how these old windows are able to breathe 
life into our Christian story, once begin. 
So to begin, you can see that each symbol on the 
outer pains is paired with another on the opposite 
side. This was intentionally done, because viewed 
together they create a theological symmetry, as their 
pairing emphasizes what the other says. Looking first 
at the top left symbol, we see that it is the Greek 
symbols of Alpha and Omega. Quoted in the Book of 
Revelation, these two Greek letters were to represent 
the beginning and the end. It was one way of 
describing God – the one who is the alpha and the 
omega – the one who is first and the one who is last. 
The one who is the beginning, and the one who is the 
end.  
Paired with this particular window, we have two 
more Greek characters in its complimentary window 
pane. The X and the P are known as the Chi-Ro 
symbol, and is frequently used in Christian 
symbology because it is the Greek abbreviation of 
Jesus Christ. While this abbreviation was used prior 
to the fourth century, it became a popular symbol 
during the reign of Emperor Constantine, who used 
this symbol as a rallying cry to unite a divided 
empire. Making Christianity the religion of the state, 
he emblazoned this symbol upon banners and shields, 
and used Christianity to unify the empire that had 
begun to drift apart.  
The next pairing is in the middle with the two blue 
glass panes on either side. First on the left, we have 
the symbol of the harp – a musical instrument that is 
mentioned over 60 times in the Bible. Music was 
seen as a way of offering one’s praise and thanks to 
God, and the harp was seen as one of the most 
beautiful instruments someone could master. The 
psalms mention the harp and lyre several times as 
instruments of praise and thanksgiving, as music 
became the language of faithfulness and prayer. Even 
King David himself was a musician, and was 
supposedly incredible at playing the harp. There is 
even a story when he used his music to soothe the 
angry King Saul, and in so doing we see the very first 
biblical example of music therapy. 
Paired with this panel on the opposite side, is the 
well-known symbol of the crown. The crown has 
always been associated with royal lineage and 
remains one of the best recognized symbols in our 
culture today. However, the crown became more 



important of a symbol following the death of Jesus. 
While the crown of thrones that was placed upon his 
head was supposed to mock Jesus for being the king 
of the Jews, it became a rallying cry and a symbol of 
his suffering to his faithful followers. His crown of 
thorns would be replaced with a kingly crown in 
paradise, which is exactly what this symbol 
represents.  
Our final pairing on the exterior window panes shows 
us the two sacraments that we practice in the 
protestant Christian faith. In the Catholic faith there 
are seven sacraments, but in mainline protestant 
denominations, we have simplified them down to 
two. On the left we see the baptismal font, as it 
represents the sacrament of baptism where we 
welcome people into the our community of faith, and 
then over on the right side, we have a depiction of 
The Lord’s Supper, as it represents the sacrament of 
communion which we practice here twice a month. 
You can see the bread is already broken in this piece, 
inviting the viewer to step forth and take part in this 
essential part of our faith.  
And while these pairings on the exterior panes speak 
to us of the history and the life of our faith, in the 
center column we see three symbols that stand out to 
the viewer’s eye.  
At the top, we have the symbol of IHS. Very similar 
to the Chi-Ro symbol we had discussed before, IHS 
was a popular way of abbreviating Jesus’ name. 
Taking the beginning two letters and the last letter of 
Jesus name in Greek, IHS became a three letter way 
to refer to Jesus in shorthand. Interestingly enough, 
this information wasn’t passed along well through the 
years, and there was a time in the middle ages when 
people looked at this symbol and misinterpreted the 
abbreviation, and for a time people thought that 
Jesus’ name was spelled with an H – as in “J- H- E- 
S-U-S.” Eventually this was corrected and the 
original meaning of the IHS was restored, and it 
became similar to the Chi-Ro as it became a symbol 
to represent Christ in worship and art. It’s position at 
the very top and center of the window reminds us to 
whom the church and the window belongs, and to 
whom we are asked to remember and honor.  
At the bottom of the window, then, in the center pain, 
is the interesting symbol of the anchor. Not ordinarily 
immediately associated with Christian symbology, 
the anchor is frequently associated with nautical gear, 
as a way of securing a ship. That being said, for a 
long time people associated the anchor with the 
Christian faith. During the time of great persecution 
by the hands of Nero in Rome, the anchor was the 

symbol identified with the Christian faith, as a way to 
disguise their devotion through what would be 
ordinarily seen as a symbol of ocean life.  
The anchor was chosen as a symbol of faith in part 
due to the references that are made in the Bible, 
including Hebrews 6:19, which reads, “We have this 
hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” The 
anchor represents safety in turbulent waters, 
especially during times of great persecution. God, 
therefore, is meant to be seen as our anchor – our 
lifeline to safety. There are some Christian tombs as 
early as the late first century that have the anchor 
symbol engraved upon them, alongside words of 
hope and encouragement left behind for fellow 
believers. Placed at the center and bottom of the 
window was no accident, as the anchor is there to 
remind us to find our grounding and safety in God.  
Finally, the last symbol of our window is the 
centerpiece upon which the rest of the window is 
viewed. Placed centrally in both height and width, the 
symbol of the cross on Calvary has become the most 
recognizable symbol to be associated with the 
Christian faith. The way the light bursts forth from 
behind the cross, and the way the cross stands empty 
on the hill reminds us that Jesus’ death was not the 
final chapter in this story, but rather he has risen 
again, granting hope to those who were afraid.” 
   
 
 
 
 
5/1 Shirley Sunyak 
5/5 Megan O’Neill 
5/9 Maynard Ickes 
5/13 Chris Dlugosz 
5/14 Greg Dudek 
5/15 Regenia Comerford 
5/15 Kate Harrold 
5/15 Gary Hannold 
5/21 Bob Olesen 
5/26 Dean Lipperman 
5/30 Sue Mays 
5/31 Sallie Sasse 

 5/3 Cliff & Anne Schreiber 
 5/15 Jack & Betty Fitts 
 5/29 Dave & Peggy Poe 
 
 
 



Ushers & Greeters 
May  

7 Bob Franks, Evan Harrold, Vonnie Packard 
14 Tim & Tess Anderson, Millie Gilly 
21 Mary Ireland, Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken 
28 Joe Pesch, Edie Phillips, Ric Sasse 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 
May  

7 Will Schupbach 
14 Abigail Packard 
21 Rhys Kyser 
28 Abby Anderson 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

Nursery Volunteers 
May  

7 Karen Veliconia 
14 Ann Olesen 
21 Dawn Truskot 
28 Shirley Sunyak 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

2  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

3  
Choir 7 pm 

4  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

5  
 

6  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

7  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
Community Care 
service 
 

8  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

9  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

10  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

12  
 

13  
Spring Clean Up 9 am 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

14  
May birthdays’ 
celebration 

15  
Book Club 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles due 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

17  
Choir 7 pm 

18  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

19  
Rummage Sale set up  
9 am - ? 

20  
Rummage Sale       
9am-1pm 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

21  
Communion 
Baptism 

22  
Blessing of the 
Graduates 7 pm @ St. 
Peter’s Church 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

24  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

25  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

26  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

28  
Borstad Baby Shower 
after worship service 

29  
Memorial Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

30  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

31  
Choir 7 pm 

 


