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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 Normally June is a month where things begin to 
slow down in our world, as the warm weather rolls in 
and we kick back to enjoy the leisure of those hot 
summer nights.  School is out for the summer and 
vacations are planned, as this month quickly becomes a 
time of relaxation and recovery from the trials of the 
first half of our year.  
 This year, however, June has seemed to have forgotten the memo 
that this is a time of relaxation and things are supposed to slow down. 
Instead, personally speaking, June is the month of last minute preparations 
as my first child will soon appear at any moment.  It is a busy time in my 
life, to be sure, but it is an exciting time as well.  New possibilities await as a 
brand new adventure begins.  
 In the same way, our church is staying busy and active this summer 
as well.  This month kicks off with our Pentecost celebration on June 4 when 
we will celebrate the descending of the Holy Spirit on the early church, and 
spend time during worship releasing some of the things in our lives that are 
holding us back.  On June 18 we celebrate Father’s Day and lift up those 
influential men in our lives who have offered us strength and support on our 
life’s journey. Then at the end of the month we will host our inter-
generational Vacation Bible School program as we spend five days learning 
and growing in faith.  
 As we continue this momentum forward into the summer, this month 
will also begin more earnest conversation as we look toward moving to two 
services come the fall.  Our sanctuary is overflowing some Sunday mornings 
as families are forced to sit apart, while some people have no place to sit but 
in the back of the sanctuary. 

Looking ahead toward the fall, our two services will provide us with 
distinct and different worship experiences, with one service looking identical 
to the service we have now, while the earlier service will be a “Coffee Shop” 
church service hosted in our Fellowship Hall. This service will be informal and 
will hold more contemporary music as people are invited to come and drink 
coffee as we worship together.  As we prepare to make this transition, more 
information about these two services will be coming shortly so please stay 
tuned.  

As we enjoy the summer weather and as we prepare for a few 
months of basking in the sun, let us remain as active and as committed to 
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our church as ever.  Let us keep the momentum 
we have moving forward as we explore new and 
exciting ways that we can be a place of love and 
acceptance in our community.  

 Blessings and Peace,  
 Pastor Arik 

  

 
 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
As you may know, the concept of having 

two services has been explored for about a 
year.  The reason for adding a second service is 
to offer an alternative time to those who need it 
and also as a method of dealing with the issue 
of crowding during the current service. 

September 10 has been selected as the 
date to kick off this new direction.  There will be 
an early service (9:00-9:45 am) which will be 
informal and more contemporary and will be 
held in Fellowship Hall.  Think of it as a type of 
coffee house service, so bring your cup because 
there will be coffee.  (You can bring a food item 
also should you care to.) 

The later more traditional service will 
begin at 10:30 am and will be just like the 
current service.  The time between services will 
be for a coffee hour for everyone and it will be 
“self-serve”.  This means that you pour your 
own coffee and munch on whatever might be 
set out.  (If nothing is out it is because no one 
brought anything.)  Some of the time between 
services will also be used for choir practice.  
Sunday School will take place during this service 
in the same way as it currently does. 

There are still some wrinkles to iron out 
such as how the music will be done.  It would 
be helpful if someone from the congregation 
who plays a musical instrument could help out 
at the early service as it would greatly simplify 
things.  Also, nursery helpers will be needed at 
both services.  It remains to be seen who is 
going to be attending the early service and if 

child care will be needed; but if it is needed, we 
will need to provide it and will be asking for 
volunteers. 

While this is the outline we are working 
from, there will likely be things that need to be 
“tweaked”.  If you have any constructive 
concerns, please let one of the members of the 
committee know.  The members of the 
committee are myself, Nancy Franks, Diana 
Goode, and Kelsey Veliconia. 

On another, totally different subject, 
Happy Father's Day to all dads, present and 
future! 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
June begins our summer Sunday School 

programming.  Starting Sunday, June 11 those 
children who have just completed second grade 
and younger will participate in summer Sunday 
School after the children’s time.  Older children 
will have packets to work on in church, and 
nursery care will be available for children 3 and 
under.  The first Sunday of each month ALL 
children will be in church the entire service. 
Nursery care will be provided for those 3 and 
younger. 

I am looking for volunteers to teach 
during the summer.  You can commit to just 
once or as many times as you want.  Everything 
will be ready for you and I will have the 
curriculum to you ahead of time so it is painless 
and stress free.  Please volunteer your time 

and talents.  I have a sign-up sheet outside 
my office!  We are using the Heifer International 
curriculum as the basis for our class time.  All of 
our church schoolkids will be involved in a 
mission project we are calling “Read to Feed.”  
Kids will be asking for monetary pledges for the 
number of books they have read throughout the 
summer.  All donations will support our Heifer 
Project as well as keeping our kids reading this 
summer! 

By now you should 
have heard about Vacation 
Bible School that will be 
June 25 -June 29.  This is 
an intergenerational event so 
everyone is invited.  We are 



still in need of VOLUNTEERS to help!  VBS is 
very labor intensive but a lot of FUN!  Please 
consider volunteering!  Children’s registration 
forms can be found in this Messenger as well as 
on the church website.  Don’t delay as there are 
only 40 openings which include all children 
between the ages of 3 and 12.  Nursery care for 
parents attending will be available.  More 
information can be found on our website! 

If you have not received a brochure 
about this fall’s Women’s Retreat at 
Punderson Manor State Park, they are available 
from Linda in the church office.  Registration is 
now open.  Initial $50 deposits and registration 
are due by July 1.  This is a fun-filled weekend 
you do not want to miss!  You do not have to be 
a member of our church to attend. 

Special THANK YOU’S go out to Jenn 
Anderson, Sandy Chalkwater, Kathy Pero, Nancy 
Franks and Heather Smith for being the anchors 
as Sunday School teachers this year!  I could 
not have done it without you!   

Upcoming events 
Saturday, July 28: (Tentative date) Youth 
Group Overnight for those kids who have 
completed grades 3-6.  More information will be 
coming! 
Sunday, August 27: The Blessing of the 
Backpacks during church 
Sunday, September 10:  Fall Sunday School 
programming begins 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Thanks to YOU, Habitat for Humanity, 
Lorain County Family Promise, N.R. Community 
Care, World Vision and Lotts Creek in Kentucky 
have received your monetary gifts to help 
further their mission.   

This month we have included the 
Christian Appalachian Project to our list.  We are 
helping to provide the basic necessities of life for 
mostly elderly persons in a forgotten place – 
Appalachia.  Eighty-four percent of all donations 
go directly to those in need.  Reaching out, the 
Project’s mission is building hope, transforming 
lives and sharing Christ’s love through service.  
Thank you, church friends, for allowing us the 

opportunity to reach out on your behalf to these 
needy folks. 
 Pat Kyle has already made a plea to us 
for the Community Care summer lunch program 
from our church family to these kids…cans of 
pasta with meat, pudding cups, J-ello cups, fruit 
cups and/or monetary donations during the 
months of May through August, helping to 
supply 5,000 meals.  Let’s do our part joyfully. 
 Genesis House, the battered women’s 
shelter, is again in need of toilet paper, paper 
towels, regular size toothpaste, hand & body 
creams, toothbrushes, combs, hair clips, ladies 
personal items, shampoo, etc.  The collection 
box is in the Sunday school hallway near the 
elevator…and thank you for sharing. 
 Edie Phillips wants to tell everyone who 
comes to make our Hospitality with a Heart 
community outreach meals a success the last 
Friday of each month, “It couldn’t happen 
without YOU!  Thank you ALL!!” 
 Thank you to the Outreach committee 
and other church volunteers for making our 
annual rummage sale a successful event.  The 
proceeds (amount to be announced next month) 
are going toward the new lawn mower. 

“Through LOVE, serve one another.” 

Galatians 5:13 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Karen Dreger 
When I was thinking about what to write 

for the deacons newsletter article, Father's Day 
came to mind.  My dad has been gone for 20 
Father's Days.  I realize I didn't know him as 
well as I could have.  We never had 
conversations about his boyhood or his time in 
the Navy during World War II.  My dad was a 
quiet person who didn't show his feelings 
much.  I knew he loved me and was proud of 
me.  He taught by example. 

His family and church were very 
important to him.  He cared for the church in a 
physical sense, also.  He was on a ladder 
painting the outside of the church just weeks 
before he died of cancer.  I wish I had gotten to 
know my father better.  I have questions for 
which I will never get the answers. 



If you still have the opportunity to get to 
know your father better, not just on Father's 
Day, but any day, start now. 

Happy Father's Day to all the dads! 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
Time to take a breath as one of our long 

planned projects has been completed.  The front 
stained glass windows have been rebuilt and 
reinstalled; kudos to all who helped in this 
endeavor. 

The trustees are looking to check off a 
long list of repairs and improvements and are 
always looking to improve both the church 
facilities and to improve our finances. We are 
always striving to plan and to implement these 
plans but always seem to have barriers which 
need to be overcome.  

We are still trying to get companies to bid 
on the replacing the back doors and overhang.  
If you have any companies you would like to 
recommend, let a Trustee know.   

We are working on smaller projects also; 
some of these are on an “if it is affordable” basis 
and some are quotes and some are relationship 
building basis.  We need to have people on call 
if we need them, i.e. plumbers, electricians, 
roofers, etc.  The maintenance of our church is 
an ongoing process. 

Thank you to all who were able to help in 
our spring cleaning project last month.  Our 
theory was many hands make light work and 
that theory was put into action.   
 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
When it comes to our children, we all 

know how important vaccines are.  But do you 
know about the relatively new vaccine for HPV?  
Human Papilloma Virus is a virus that can cause 
certain cancers and other diseases in both males 
and females.  Because HPV has no visible signs 
or symptoms, anyone can get the virus or pass 
the virus on without even knowing it.  Exposure 
to HPV can happen with any kind of genital 
contact with someone who has HPV. 

There is no treatment for HPV 
infection.  Getting your child vaccinated now, 

before he or she is exposed to the virus, can 
help offer your child the best protection against 
HPV and related cancers in the future.  The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommends the vaccine be given at ages 
11 or 12.  The HPV vaccine is given as three 
injections over six months.  It is very important 
that your child gets all three doses of the 
vaccine in this time period. 

In addition to getting your child the HPV 
vaccine, there are other steps you can take to 
keep your child healthy in their preteen and teen 
years.  You can start by just talking to your 
child.  It's easy to put off difficult conversations, 
especially when your child is young.  But 
remember, your child may already be exposed 
to these topics through friends, online, TV and 
more.  Education is the first step in helping to 
protect your kids from certain HPV related 
cancers and diseases.  For more on this topic go 
to:  HPV.com; cdc.gov/vaccines; or cancer.gov 
NCI.   Also, make sure you talk to your child's 
doctor. 
 

 
Women’s Book Club:  Below are listed our 
upcoming books.  All meetings are at 7:00 pm at 
the church except when noted. 
June 19 A Man Called Ove by Fredrik 
Backman 

July 17 Lilac Girls by Martha Hall 
Kelly (6:30 pm on Krista’s patio; BYOB and 
snack to share) 

August 9 The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by 
Gabrielle Zevin (This is our annual picnic with 
First Congregational UCC Elyria; more 
information on time and location to follow) 

Sept. 18  When Breath Becomes Air  by Paul 
Kalanithi 
 
 
 
 



Ushers & Greeters 
May  
28 Joe Pesch, Edie Phillips, Ric Sasse 

June  
4 Nancy Long, Lynne Petroff, Krista O’Neill 

11 Nancy Findlay, Dale & Becky Williams 
18 Linda Matis, Pete Veliconia, Evan Harrold 
25 Liz Wolanski, Regenia Comerford, Shirley Sunyak 
Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 

attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  
If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  

please call the church office. 

 

Acolytes 
May  
28 Abby Anderson 

June  
4 Mackenzie Pero-Luter 

11 Arden Dlugosz 
18 Cady Kyser 
25 Claire Wolanski 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

Nursery Volunteers 
May  
28 Shirley Sunyak 

June  
4 Karen Mytnick 

11 Shirley Sunyak 
18 Ann Olesen 
25 Linda Matis 
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6/5 Lynne Petroff 
6/5 Stephanie Matis (21!) 
6/9 Millie Gilly 
6/10 Steve Esber 
6/12 Bethany Piovarchy 
6/15 Liz Wolanski 
6/16 Barb Zinsmeister 
6/19 Carol Scharmann 
6/21 Beth Malinich 
6/29 Jillian Smoker 

 6/2 Dale & Becky Williams 
 6/20 Tim & Beth Malinich 
 6/21 John & Lynne Petroff 
 6/23 Fred & Carol Scharmann 
 6/23 Greg & Paula Dudek 
 6/24 Rich & Jennie Vulcan 
 6/26 Evan & Kate Harrold 
 6/27 Roy & Karen Dreger 
 
 
 
 

 

On May 21 we welcomed Elizabeth Grace 
Feigi into our church family.  (Somebody 
looks like a natural.) 



 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

2  
 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

4  
Pentecost 

Communion 

Outreach 9 am 

Deacons 11:30 am 
 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

6  
CE 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

7  
 

8  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

9  
Men’s Night at Lake 
Erie Crushers game 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

11  
June birthdays’ 
celebration 

12  
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

15  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

18  
Father’s Day 

Communion 
 

19  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

21  
 

22  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

25  
New Members Svc. 

Snack-luck Sunday 

Vacation Bible School 
5 – 8:30 pm 

26  
 
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 
 
 
 

30  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Arik off 5/30-6/2 

Vacation Bible School  6/26-6/29, 6 – 8:30 pm 



 


