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From the Pastor’s Pen  
Well, July is here!  It is a time of celebration and change, and it is a 

time when we enjoy those precious moments we get to share with friends 
and loved ones as we celebrate this warm summer weather.  It is also a time 
when we find ourselves past the middle of the year and the journey toward 
the second half of 2017 begins in earnest.  
 That being said, there are a lot of things up in the air this month, as 
uncertainty and unpredictability are a language I’m becoming fluent in.  By 
the time you read this, I may have had a child already, or maybe he is still 
on the way!  Regardless, there will be three Sundays that I will be absent 
from you at some point in the near future as I spend time with my son and 
with Allison as we embark on the adventure of being parents for the very 
first time.  
 I will be counting upon all of you to be adaptable and patient in my 
absence.  This church is made great by the people 
who are part of it; and though I may be gone for a 
time, the church will continue to be a place of love 
and hospitality for all.  Once I return from my parental 
leave, we will begin to look toward the fall with 
renewed focus as our two-service schedule will begin 
in early September.  
 My friends, there is so much to celebrate as we 
look ahead to what the future might bring.  Remain steadfast in your support 
for one another, and continue to go above and beyond for your friends and 
your neighbors. Allison and I are grateful for your love and support and we 
cannot wait to introduce you to our son.  
       Blessings and Peace,  
       Pastor Arik 
 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
Did you ever have a conversation with someone and you both listened 

to each other and heard each other clearly, but you did not really understand 
them (or they did not really understand you)?  One of you may have even 
said "do you know what I mean?"  I have been a witness to, and an 
unwitting participant, in this type of conversation.   It is very frustrating to 
say the least, and can have tragic consequences to say the most. 

To 
Share 
Faith, 
Hope 
and 
Love 
with 
all. 

July 2017 



What brought this to mind was hearing a 
radio broadcast about communications with 
other cultures.  A journalist was relating a 
conversation he had at a press conference in 
Ethiopia between John Kerry (when he was 
Secretary of State) and himself.  The journalist 
asked if the United States was serious about the 
civil rights violations in his country.  Secretary 
Kerry replied that the United States found them 
to be "very serious".  The journalist, who 
seemed confused, asked again if the United 
States was serious about the problem to which 
Secretary Kerry stated that the violations were 
looked at "very seriously".  Secretary Kerry was 
frustrated that the journalist did not seem to 
understand his answer.  The journalist 
wondered if Secretary Kerry understood the 
question. 

Here's the problem:  In that part of 
eastern Africa the word serious has a meaning 
that is somewhat different than our western 
understanding of the word.  The western 
understanding is that it is something which we 
have given deep thought to and found to be 
important.  The word in that part of Ethiopia 
carries with it an understanding of action.  If 
you say you are serious about something it 
means you are actively doing something.  Both 
people in the conversation knew exactly what 
the other person said; they just didn't 
understand each other. 

The worst accident in airline history took 
place in Tenerife, Spain in 1977 primarily 
because the pilot and the tower did not 
understand each other (although fog was 
contributory).   Once again they clearly heard 
each other, but their understanding of each 
other was totally different.  The pilot in the 
plane thought he was clear for takeoff, while the 
tower was telling him he wasn't.  This accident 
led to standardization of phrases used between 
air traffic controllers and pilots worldwide. 

This can happen to all of us.  The way we 
define our words can vary from person to 
person, gender to gender, and leave us none 
the wiser about our lack of understanding.  This 
can lead to issues that could be resolved if we 
would not only hear each other, but also take 
the time to try and make sure we understand 

each other – a difficult, if not sometimes, 
impossible task. 

Something I'm sure everyone can 
understand is that I wish each and every one of 
you a safe and happy 4th of July.  
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
As I write this, I am on VBS overload!  As 

you read this, VBS is probably done or close to 
being done!  With adults and kids we probably 

had 60-70 people in and out 
of our church each night.  I 
hope it was as much fun for 
those involved as it was 
creating it!  Special thanks to 
Heather Smith and Milly 
Gilly for all of their support 
the week prior to VBS. I would 

not have been able to do it without them!  A 
special thanks to Shirley Sunyak for doing all 
the t-shirts.  Thanks to everyone who 
volunteered their time to lead/support the 
activities and the kids.  Thanks to Linda for 
putting up with my craziness and helping keep 
track of registration.  But most importantly, a 
HUGE THANK  YOU to the congregation for 
their donations and support of VBS!  I could not 
have done it without you! 

Just a reminder about our summer 
Sunday School programming:  after the 
children’s time, those in kindergarten 
through completion of second grade will 
be in Sunday School.  Those younger have 
nursery care and those older will have 
packets to do in worship.  All of our young 
people are participating in READ to FEED.  
Children are reading books and collecting 
donations for each book that they read this 
summer.  This will support our Heifer project. 

Speaking of Sunday 
School…I am in need of 9 
teachers this Fall!  
PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!!  

If you have a child 
entering grades 3-6 in the fall, I am planning on 
doing a lock-in later this summer as a prelude to 
monthly youth meetings.  I am looking at 
Friday, July 28 or sometime in early August.  If 



your child is in these grades, a letter will be in 
the mail the first part of July explaining this 
event.  

The Women’s Retreat is coming!  Please 
make sure you have registered no later than 
July 15 so I have a realistic count of those who 
will be attending this exciting and fun event at 
Punderson State Park in November.  More 
information can be found on our website and in 
this Messenger.   

Upcoming dates: 

Sunday, August 27 is BACKPACK Sunday during 
worship! 
Sunday, September 10 Fall Sunday School 
Programming begins 
 
 

 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 I hope all of the hard-working, some 
stay-at-home, father figures in our lives had a 
happy Father’s Day.  We appreciate all your 
efforts to make us a place to come home to. 
 The all-church rummage sale went really 
well thanks to all the donations and the many 
volunteers who helped put it together:  on 
Friday, on the day of the sale, you greeted 
customers, bought stuff yourselves and then got 
everything cleaned up and ready to be picked 
up before our deadline time.  Wow!  You know 
who you are and you were great!!  Thank you!.  
An approximate profit of $780 (not bad for 4 
hours of sales) was made which went toward 
the new riding lawnmower. 
 Remember to continue bringing in your 
donations of pudding cups, fruit and J-ello cups, 
and cans of pasta with meat sauce (or monetary 
donations) for Community Care’s summer lunch 
program through July and August.  Thank you to 
Pat Kyle and Jerry Henson for taking items to 
Community Care for distribution!!! 

 The UCC Strengthen the Church collection 
is to bring in funding to jump start new 
churches, create new ways to bring the word to 
millennials, and be united in spirit with love and 
justice for all.  Allow God’s grace to inspire you 
and give generously.  Special envelopes are 
available in the pews or mark your donation 
appropriately.  The collection ends on July 9. 
 The Genesis House collection box is 
getting attention.  Thank you for your donations 
and let’s keep them coming in!  They are in 
need of regular size toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
hand and body creams, shampoo, combs, hair 
clips, personal hygiene products, toilet paper 
(individually wrapped) and paper towels.   
 Save your blood for our September blood 
drive…don’t give it away before then! 
 Our Hospitality with a Heart community 
outreach meals need your help.  Come and 
serve any time after 3:00 p.m.  You are 
welcome and we are blessed for it. 

Lord, help me use the time you give me wisely. 

We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them.  Ephesians 2:10 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Jen Murphy 
Last August Mark and I attended a Third 

Day concert.  Third Day, for those unfamiliar, is 
a Christian rock band.  During that concert they 
had a musician friend who performed and talked 
about a non-profit called Food for the Hungry 
whose purpose states “together we follow God’s 
call responding to human suffering and 
graduating communities from extreme poverty.”  

He was advocating for everyone to 
consider sponsoring a child, which is a gift of 
$35 a month that not only helps the child but 
also helps assist the child’s entire community to 
provide food, education, clean water, and 
medical treatment to its children.  It was a 
beautiful thing to see so many raising their 
hands for the volunteers to bring them the 
information card to fill out to sponsor a child. 
We felt the calling to do so too and have since 
been sponsoring Umucyo, a 5 year old Rwandan 



boy whose parents are peasant farmers. 
Throughout the last almost year we have gotten 
a picture, updates and occasional requests to 
consider making an extra donation.   

For instance, at Easter a gift catalog was 
sent to consider giving an Easter gift, which was 
fun as we gifted a pig and a chicken or “ham 
and eggs!”  But we also receive requests for 
prayers for things such as rainfall for Umucyo’s 
community and for praise that school absences 
and dropouts have decreased in his community. 
The latest information we received Umucyo 
asked if we had any pets.  I just printed out a 
few pictures of our dog Madison to send in 
response. 

While it has been a fulfilling sponsorship 
and growing relationship, I do have to admit 
there were times - for instance when Mark was 
without a job for a little while and then I was 
without work also - that we were trying to cut 
back on expenses and I honestly considered 
stopping this $35 a month gift.  But from the 
updates and information it was apparent this 
$35 was doing so much for Umucyo and his 
community; and while yes, cutting back on 
expenses would be helpful, this was one not to 
cut.  By simply not getting that extra coffee or 
dinner out we could fairly easily continue 
sponsoring him.   

I’ve realized that it is so easy to forget 
how fortunate we are, even in those times we 
may feel that we are struggling or finances are 
tight.  Most of us still have a roof over our head, 
easy access to clean water to drink and bathe 
in, abundant healthy food options, and if we 
really are in need, a community to help love and 
support us. 

Since the beginning of 2017 I have been 
taking a moment each day to write down three 
things I am grateful for.  I urge you to try to do 
the same.  It is amazing how eye-opening and 
transformative it can be and to also realize how 
much we have to be grateful for, including this 
amazing church family.  
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
Summer is here and with that we go into 

a more casual time at the Church.  Attendance 

is down as members go on vacation, picnics, 
family reunions, or just take time off.    I would 
like to take this opportunity to ask you to keep   
up on your pledges as the costs do not stop 
during summer. The cost of cooling the building 
is almost as expensive as the cost of heating, 
and yard work is done in house and is an every 
week project. 

We are still trying to find a contractor/ 
architect to do the back door and overhang 
project.  It seems to be a full time job to just 
find the right people to handle it.  As with 
anything that you do, the preparation is almost 
more important than the final result as what is 
underneath is what is the backbone of whatever 
you do.  As we go into this process, rest assured 
that the board is trying to cross off our to-do list 
as quickly as time and money permit while 
always keeping the best interests of our church 
in mind.  We are also trying to keep up with the 
times by exploring ways to improve our services 
while keeping an eye on the budget.  We hope 
to have some things to share in the coming 
weeks.     
 

 
Corn Festival Parade Volunteers Needed:  
First Congregational Church will be having a 
float in this year’s Corn Festival parade on 
Sunday, August 13.  Volunteers will be needed 
to help build and decorate the float and also to 
walk/ride in the parade.  Please sign up on 

the sheet on the secretary’s door.  Our 
theme for this year’s parade is: 

 
and we would like to have all ages represented 
in the parade to show that love DEFINITELY 
grows here!! 



 
Women’s Book Club:  Below are listed our 
upcoming books.  All meetings are at 7:00 pm at 
the church except when noted. 
July 17 Lilac Girls by Martha Hall 
Kelly (6:30 pm on Krista’s patio; BYOB and 
snack to share) 

August 9 The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by 
Gabrielle Zevin (This is our annual picnic with 
First Congregational UCC Elyria; more 
information on time and location to follow) 

Sept. 18  When Breath Becomes Air  by Paul 
Kalanithi 
 
 
 
 
7/3 Sebastian Smoker 
7/6 Joan Bier 
7/6 Dahlia Wolanski 
7/14 Bob Karlovec 
7/15 Jenn Anderson 
7/15 Edie Phillips 
7/18 Cliff Schreiber 
7/25 Diana Goode 
7/25 Andrea Summer 
7/29 Adetoun Taiwo 

 7/3 Bob & Nancy Franks 
 7/4 Greg & Kim Cromwell 
 7/18 Bob & Mary Karlovec 
 7/21 Brian & Barb Zinsmeister 
 7/22 John & Dawn Alpine 
 7/24 Mark & Jen Murphy 
 7/25 Arik & Allison Borstad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
July  

2 Tim & Tess Anderson, Evan Harrold 
9 Vonnie Packard, Mary Ireland, Millie Gilly 

16 Barb Tobin, Daryl Von Benken, Lynne Petroff 
23 Joe Pesch, Edie Phillips, Linda Matis 
30 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 

 

Acolytes 
July  

2 Will Schupbach 
9 Abigail Packard 

16 Rhys Kyser 
23 Abby Anderson 
30 Arden Dlugosz 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

Nursery Volunteers 
July  

2 Linda Matis 
9 Karen Mytnick 

16 Shirley Sunyak 
23 Ann Olesen 
30 Linda Matis 

 
 
 

Welcome to Ridgeville Laser Wash 
38890 Center Ridge Road 

North Ridgeville, Ohio 

(Just west of Case Road) 

 

THANK YOU!   

Each wash counts – use often 

 

All Church Fundraiser 

N.R. First Congregational UCC 

$2.00 automatically to church 

Wash is no touch service 

 

Discount code is:  45873



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

  
1  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

2  
Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

4  
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

6  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

7  
 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

9  
July birthdays’ 
celebration 

Trustees 11 am 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

14  
 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

16  
Communion 

Newsletter articles due 

17  
Book club 6:30 pm at 
Krista’s home 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

20  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

21  
 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

23  
 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

25  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 6:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

28  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

30  
Snack-luck Sunday 

Deacons 11:30 am 

 

31  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

 



 
Women’s Retreat 

at 
Punderson Manor State Park 

sponsored by First Congregational UCC North Ridgeville 
and Pilgrim UCC Cuyahoga Falls 

Friday, November 3, 2017 
to 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 
 

The Women’s Retreat is open to women and girls 16 years or older. 
(DO NOT have to be a member of First Congregational or Pilgrim 

UCC.) 

Cost: 
4 to a room:  $170 per person 
3 to a room: $190 per person 
2 to a room: $210 per person 
1 to a room: $300 per person 

Price includes: 
Use of the conference room, 2 nights lodging, Friday:  Snack, Saturday:  

Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner, Sunday:  Breakfast 
 
Registration form and a deposit of $50 are due by July 1.  Balance is 
due by September 30.  An installment payment plan for the balance is 
available.  For our young adults age 16-35, $25 will be deducted from 
your balance before you make your final payment. 
 
Punderson Manor State Park is located only 1 hour east of Cleveland in 
Newbury, Ohio. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


