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From the Pastor’s Pen  
“Why do you attend here?”  It’s a simple question, yet it is one that 

we don’t ask ourselves nearly enough.  For many of us, attending worship is 
as regular and habitual as brushing our teeth or watching the evening news. 
When Sunday morning rolls around, we find ourselves almost automatically 
driving to the church, ready to greet those friends of ours that have become 
like family.  Still, in the midst of the routine, the question remains. “Why do 
you attend here?” 
 This is the question I want us to seriously ask ourselves as we move 
forward into this month of change and transition.  As we move to our two 
service schedule on September 10, our regular Sunday morning routine will 
look a bit different than it normally does.  However, that disruption can be a 
beautiful thing.  It forces us to ask ourselves the questions we have always 
taken for granted, and the assumptions we have always held on to.  
 So as we move into this new schedule this fall, and as we navigate 
these changes together, I want you to take some time and seriously ask 
yourself this question:  “Why do you attend here?”  Is it because of the 
friends you have made that you get to see every Sunday?  Is it for the music 
and hymns we have in worship?  Is there something that feeds you 
spiritually from the worship service?  What is it about our church that keeps 
you coming back week after week and month after month? Then, once you 
answer that question for yourself, I want you to ask a follow up question:  
“Isn’t there someone in your life who could use whatever you are getting 
from our church?” 

If you attend our church because of the friendships you have made 
with the people here, isn’t there someone in your life that you know could 
use those sort of relationships as well?  If you come here because of the 
music, isn’t there a neighbor or coworker that you know would love our 
music as well?  If you find yourself spiritually filled from our worship 
services, isn’t there someone in your life who could use that spark of hope 
and light in their own lives? 
 My friends, we all gather together every week for a reason.  Some of 
us are able to name that reason easier than others, but there is something 
here that draws us back together.  As we move forward and continue to 
grow as a community, all I ask is that you reach out to those people around 
you who could use whatever it is that you are getting here so that we might 
continue to share what is so special about this faith family with all those who 
need us most.  

To 
Share 
Faith, 
Hope 
and 
Love 
with 
all. 

September 2017 



Continue to do the amazing work you are 
doing, and never stop asking that pivotal 
question…“Why do you attend here?” 
    Blessings and Peace,  
    Pastor Arik  
 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
If nothing ever changed, 

there would be no butterflies. 

Buddy and Alice loved nature.  They had 
their house well off the road, more or less in the 
middle of the woods.  They had extensive 
gardens with water features around the 
house.  Many visitors enjoyed looking at the 
gardens.  There were animals also.  Along with 
the deer, raccoon and fox, they had their own 
pets.  The emu was one of my favorites.   

But, time passed and Alice passed 
away.  Buddy wondered what to do with the 
woods that they had enjoyed for all those 
years.  He and Alice had never had children and 
Buddy was afraid that it would end up as a 
subdivision, and he hated that thought.  So 
Buddy contacted the Lorain County Metro Parks 
and worked out an agreement whereby the park 
system would get the land and Buddy could live 
in his house, in the woods he loved, until his 
passing. 

Buddy has passed away and now the 
Miller Nature Preserve is on the property he 
donated.  It has a conservatory and gardens 
with a water feature which many visitors 
enjoy.  In the summer the preserve has a 
butterfly house, also open to the public.  I think 
Buddy and Alice would approve of the change 
that allows other people to enjoy the land the 
way they enjoyed it.  When we were there 
recently, I could not help but to think of Buddy 
and say a silent “thank you” for the changes 
that allowed me to visit the woods Buddy and 
Alice loved so much. 

 
Change can be a beautifu l thing! 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Welcome back!  Fall Sunday School 

programming begins on Sunday, September 
10 during the 10:30 worship service.  I am 
really excited about our new curriculum!  It is 
called “Shine - Living in God’s Light!”  This 
fall we will be exploring why we go to church, 
first families in Genesis and of course Advent 
and Christmas.  As our Sunday School continues 
to grow, so does the number of teachers 
supporting our children.  Jenn Anderson and 
Sandy Chalkwater will be guiding our 3’s-
kindergarteners.  Kathy Pero, Karen 
Veliconia, Susan Dornan and Renee 

Dornan will be overseeing our 1st and 2nd 
graders.  Nancy Franks and Heather Smith 
will be leading our 3rd-5th graders.  If you are 
interested in being an extra set of hands or a 
substitute in any of the classrooms, please see 
me.  I can definitely use your 
help! 

This fall I will be 
starting a youth group with 
our 3rd-5th graders once a 
month.  We will gather for 
the first time on Sunday, 
September 17 immediately 
following the 10:30 worship service for an 
organizational meeting.  I will provide pizza, 
chips and drinks for lunch with the kids.  We will 
talk about what the plans are for this coming 
year and schedule dates and activities.  My hope 
is to get this group of kids more involved in 
worship, mission work in the community/our 
church and well as time for fun and fellowship.  
Weather permitting, we may try our hand at 
miniature golf!  Parents of eligible youth will be 
receiving a letter in the mail about this exciting 
new adventure! 

Time for the Women’s Retreat at 
Punderson State Park is fast approaching!  If at 
all possible, please have your final payment 

to Linda by September 30.  Remember that if 
you are under the age of 35, you can deduct 
$25 from your final bill.  I am really excited 
about this event and the staff at Punderson has 

been very accommodating.  Our 
meeting rooms will be 
accessible via the elevator this 



year!  One of our meeting areas has a beautiful 
deck overlooking the lake which just screams 
relaxation!  The pool is accessible via the 
elevator too!  If you have not signed up to go, 
please consider this opportunity!  I still have 
openings in 2 rooms!   

I know it is early but some of you have 
been asking about a date for gingerbread house 
building during December.  The event will most 
likely be December 10.   I am still mulling 
around some ideas in my mind about 
incorporating other activities to make it more 
intergenerational with possibly a community 
outreach component.  Stay tune to the October 
Messenger for more details! 

Finally, did you know that there is a book 
shelf in my office full of novels and other book 
topics just waiting for you to borrow?  Please 
stop by any Sunday before or 
after church to check it out!  
All I ask is that you return the 
books when you are done so 
others may borrow them.  
Many of the previous Book Club books are on 
the shelf!  There are two crates of children’s 
books too!   
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 School is back in session and our new 
two service format will begin on Sunday, 
September 10.  We are expecting a good 
turnout for the 9:00 a.m. Coffee Shop Service 
and another great turnout for the 10:30 a.m. 
Traditional Service.  See you ALL Sunday!  (Now 
we know what the purple question mark was 
about.) 
 Save your blood for our blood drive on 
September 17 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  We need 
at least 20 volunteers to sign up to give life-
saving blood that day.  Each pint of whole blood 
can save three lives.  Live, love, and share a 
unique gift only you can give, and may God 
bless you for it!  Say yes!! Yes!! when asked to 
donate.  The Bloodmobile will be parked outside 
the church waiting for you.  Bring your photo ID 
with you to donate.  Thank you for your gift of 
life. 

 We are having a dining out fundraiser at 
Baker’s Square, 24025 Lorain Road in North 
Olmsted on Thursday, September 14 from 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m.  Twenty percent of your check 
will be coming back to the church.  Let’s make 
this the best money maker to date by getting 
friends and family to attend…take your 
neighbors to the fundraiser with you…ask school 
friends and families to help us out by eating at 
Baker’s Square on September 14…and don’t 
forget they have fabulous pies for dessert!!  
Present the flyer to the cashier at the time of 
purchase.  See you there! 
 Names of servicemen and women are 
needed at this time to send care packages to.  
Do you have a friend or neighbor in the military 
and would like to have them receive a package 
from us?  Please give us their mailing address, 
name, rank and serial number – put the 
information in the Outreach mailbox in 
Fellowship Hall and include your name and 
phone number, in case we need to contact you.   
 Neighbors in Need (NIN) is one of five 
special offerings we support through the greater 
UCC churches across the country.  We will be 
collecting for this worthwhile cause in the month 
of September with the final collection on 
October 1.  Please be generous.  Flyers and 
envelopes will be in the Sunday bulletins. 

Be optimistic!  Do you know someone who always 

has a smile on their face?  God tells the story of 

Job, a good man who experienced great suffering.  

Despite his troubles, Job kept worshipping God.  

No matter what is going on in our lives, we can 

focus on our Father in heaven; with His help we 

can approach the ups and downs of life with 

hope; hope that together we can overcome any 

adversity before us.  Smile, because God is always 

with you. 

 
 
The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will 
receive through October 1, supports the UCC’s 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States.  Two-thirds of the offering is used by 
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a 
wide array of local and national justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  
Through ucc.org/justice, our national Justice and 
Witness Ministries office offers resources, news 



updates, and action alerts on a broad spectrum of 
justice issues.  Working with members of the UCC 
Justice and Peace Action Network (a network of 
thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), 
Justice and Witness continues its strong policy 
advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, 
voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, 
civil liberties, and environmental justice.   
Neighbors in Need also supports our American 
Indian neighbors in the UCC.  One-third of the 
offering supports the UCC’s Council for American 
Indian Ministries (CAIM).  Historically, forebears of 
the UCC established churches and worked with 
Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, 
and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin 
and northern Nebraska.  Today there are 20 UCC 
congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-
tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
These churches and their pastors are supported by 
CAIM.  CAIM is also an invaluable resource for 
more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other 
tribes and nations who are members of other UCC 
congregations in the U.S. 
Neighbors in Need helps make another world 
possible.  It needs your support.  Please give 
generously.  And remember, contributions to 
Neighbors in Need can be made online at any time at 
ucc.org/nin . 
 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Betty Fitts 
 The school year is starting on a sad note 
with the loss of Rosemary Berg.  She was so 
sick but she was so loved and will be sorely 
missed. 
 Being sick for so long has taught me to 
always be patient and understanding of anyone 
who is suffering.  I’ve been away from gambling 
for 14 months and still have no desire to back to 
it.  Each month another bill gets paid.  I’d rather 
share with our church and others.  I am so 
blessed to have everyone who has been by my 
side through all of this.   
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
The year is flying by.  It seems like 2017 

just started and it is ¾ done already.  And as 
the year turns to the beginning of fall, we look 
to try to get the Church ready for the winter 

season.  One of the things we will be trying to 
do is installing a programmable thermostat in 
the sanctuary.  This thermostat will hopefully 
make for a more comfortable experience for all 
and will save us from having to keep adjusting 
and readjusting it.  Special thanks to Roy and 
Karen Dreger for donating it and Linda Matis for 
the plastic box to protect it. 

We are also dealing with a couple of 
issues that need our attention (more details to 
follow).  It seems that there is a never ending 
parade of issues with our older building and we 
are trying to keep abreast of everything that 
needs to be done, and it is always costly. 
Thanks to Jack Fitts and his neighbor who took 
our old front sign and “temporarily” reinstalled it 
parallel to the front of our building.  The next 
step is to run electrical to it and relight it.  

Also, if you go by the Church at night, 
take notice of the upper stained glass window 
which is lit from the inside.  It is a glorious sight 
and must be seen. Thanks to Roy again for this. 
 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
Mercy's tips to keep 

your kids healthy this school year 

Soon children will be back to school.  There are 
a few simple things you can do to get them 
ready for a safe and healthy school year.  Check 
with their doctor to make sure that they are up 
to date with their vaccines.  Make sure they 
know to wash their hands with soap and water, 
that they shouldn't share drinks with their 
friends, and that they need to cover their 
coughs and sneezes, preferably with their 
elbows and not their hands.  It's time to help 
your kids get back into a regular routine and 
make sure that they get enough sleep.   

If your children do become sick, keep 
them home. The rest will help them heal and 
prevent the illness from spreading to other 
children.  If a child has a fever greater than 
100.4 degrees, he or she should stay home until 
the fever has subsided for 24 hours.  A child 
should also stay home if they are vomiting or 
have diarrhea.  For certain viral or bacterial 
infections that are considered highly contagious 
such as pink eye, he or she needs to stay 



home.  In most cases, he or she will need 24 
hours of antibiotics and then they can return to 
school. 

Another consideration this school year is 
getting your children flu shots.  You should ask 
your doctor whether or not your children are 
good candidates for flu shots. 

I hope all of our young students will have 
a healthy and fun year of learning! 

 
 
 
 
 
Women’s Book Club:  Below are listed our 
upcoming books.  All meetings are at 7:00 pm at 
the church except when noted. 
September 18:  When Breath Becomes Air by 
Paul Kalanithi 
October 16:  Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 
 
 
 

 

Beginning September 10… 
Coffee Shop Church – 9-9:45 am in fellowship 
hall 

Join us as we gather to be fed by the Holy 
Spirit as we give our thanks and praise to 
God! 

Fellowship Time – 9:45-10:30 am in fellowship 
hall 

Spend time with people from both services as 
we celebrate this loving family of faith! 

Traditional Service – 10:30-11:30 am in 
sanctuary 

Come join us as we worship and give praise 
to God! 

 

9/2 Sandy Gast 
9/2 Cady Kyser 
9/2 Ian Kyser 
9/2 Mackenzie Pero-Luter 
9/7 Becky Williams 
9/10 Jody Millar 
9/13 Rhys Kyser 
9/14 Betty Noland 
9/17 Vi Elrod 
9/17 Linda Matis 
9/21 Kari Dlugosz 
9/23 Mary Ireland 
9/24 Holly Chalkwater 
9/25 Rich Vulcan 
9/26 Brenda Schutz 
9/26 Kris Dornan 
9/26 Kurt Dornan 
9/29 Karen Mytnick 

 9/1 Henry & Vaughn Repenning 
 9/6 Dennis & Angelina Huffman 
 9/20 Pete & Karen Veliconia 

 
 
 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
Sept.  

3 Vonnie Packard, Mary Ireland, Millie Gilly 
10 Linda Matis, 
17 Lynne Petroff, Joe Pesch, Edie Phillips 
24 Ric Sasse, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 

Oct.  
1 Dale & Becky Williams, Pete Veliconia 

Please note:  Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect 
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,  
please call the church office. 

 
Acolytes 

Sept.  
3 Rhys Kyser 
10 Abby Anderson 
17 Arden Dlugosz 
24 Mackenzie Pero-Luter 

Oct.  
1 Will Schupbach 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
2  
Rosemary Berg 
Memorial Service    
3:30 pm 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

3  
Outreach 9 am 

Communion 

4  
Labor Day – OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

5  
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

6  
Choir practice 7 pm 

7  
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon pre-meeting      
7 pm upstairs 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

8  
 

9  
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

10  
Coffee Shop Church  
9-9:45 am 

Fellowship Time 9:45-
10:30 am 

Traditional Service 
10:30 am 

September birthdays’ 
celebration 
 

Fellowship Hall rented 
2-6 pm (Comerford) 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

13  
Choir practice 7 pm 

14  
Dining out fundraiser 
Baker’s Square North 
Olmsted 7 am-11 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

15  
 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 

 
Community Care 
volunteer luncheon 
9:30 am-2:30 pm 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

17  
Communion 

1st Service  9-9:45 am 

Fellowship Time 9:45-
10:30 am 

Traditional Service 
10:30 am 
 

Blood Drive 11a-1p 

18  
Women’s Book Club    
7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

20  
Choir practice 7 pm 

21  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

24  
1st Service  9-9:45 am 

Fellowship Time 9:45-
10:30 am 

Traditional Service 
10:30 am 
 

Deacons 11:30 am 

25  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

27  
Choir practice 7 pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

29  
Hospitality with a 
Heart meal 
 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

 

 



 
 

 
Blood Drive 

 
First Congregational Church 

Sunday, September 17 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
Photo ID required 

 
Donation facts 

� One in three people will need a blood transfusion during their 
lifetime. 
� Every 90 seconds someone needs blood. 
� One pint of blood can save up to three lives.  A teaspoon of 

blood can save the life of a newborn. 
� The need for blood is great – on any given day approximately 

40,000 units of red blood cells are needed.  Accident victims, 
people undergoing surgery and patients receiving treatment for 
leukemia, cancer or other disease, such as sickle cell and 
thalassemia, all utilize blood.  More than 23 million units of 
blood components are transfused every year. 
� Less than five percent of healthy Americans eligible to donate 

blood actually donate each year; however, statistics indicate 97 
percent of the population will need a transfusion at some point 
in life. 
� Donors should be well hydrated and have eaten within 4 hours 

of donation. 
 
 
www.lifeshare.cc 

 


