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From the Pastor’s Pen
As we move ever closer toward the end of our calendar year, our
thoughts and hearts turn toward our loved ones as we give thanks for the
many blessings that we have in our lives. With two major holidays closing
out the end of the year, this is truly a time of fellowship and celebration.
With that in mind, there are a few events this month that are worthy
of your attention. First and foremost, on November 5, while many of the
women will be away at the Women’s Retreat, we will be holding our annual
All Saints worship service. We will remember and honor those that we have
lost over the past year and light candles to remember all of those who have
gone on before us.
Then on the following Sunday, November 12 we will be asking
everyone to turn in their pledge cards for the following year. As our church
continues to thrive and grow, we depend upon your generosity and your
gifts of time, talent, treasure, and trust to ensure that we can put on the
programming and offer the most impactful worship experiences possible.
This past year we have seen our youth group flourish as we now have
approx. 30 children in our Sunday school program! We have also been able
to expand to a two service schedule to offer our community a variety of
worship styles. If you are able to pledge this upcoming year, it helps us set
our budget and plan for the future of the church as we hope to offer more
special events and gatherings in the upcoming year.
On November 19 we will be celebrating our Thanksgiving service in
worship as we reflect upon all that we have to be grateful for in our lives. It
is a wonderful way to kick start our Thanksgiving holiday as we reflect upon
all the blessings we have been given. Please join us for this wonderful
service!
Without question the next few months are going to be quite eventful
as we journey closer toward the close of the year. We are so thankful to see
many new faces in worship with us on Sunday mornings, and we look
forward to growing our community even further in the coming months. As
we close out the year together, let us all recommit ourselves to doing what
we can so we can build a brighter future for us all.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Arik

New Members
Thinking about becoming a member of First
Congregational UCC North Ridgeville? Speak
with Pastor Arik or e-mail him at
Rev.Borstad@gmail.com if you are interested in
becoming a member of our church family.
Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger
I recently read a true short story about a
5 year old girl named Emily who decided that
she needed to say grace at the dinner table.
Her prayers went something like this:
"Hello. This is Emily. I'm fine, how are
you? Thanks for the sky and birds and stuff.
I'm having a pretty good week. Thanks for the
mashed potatoes, but could you do something
about lima beans? I thank you very much for
the meatloaf. I'm really sorry for what I did and
I will never do it again. Thank you for the chairs
and the table and the doors and the couch..."
Emily would go on giving thanks for
things until her brother would indicate that he
wanted to eat. Then she would end with,
"Take care and keep in touch. From Emily."
I really like the way she was thankful for
so many things. I find it amazing that a 5 year
old child could find so much to be thankful for,
but many times we, as adults, concentrate on
what is wrong in our world and in our lives.
While I think prayers for those that are suffering
and for worldwide understanding are important,
perhaps we could include more of what we are
thankful for.
Thanksgiving is coming up at the end of
this month. Maybe we could explore our “inner
child” and find more to be thankful for and less
of that which makes us unhappy.
There is another way to feel good about
yourself AND give thanks at the same time.
The pledge drive ends this month and the work
of the church depends on our generosity. Our
contributions to our church should make us feel
better and we can be thankful that others feel
as we do.
Until next month, “Take care and keep in
touch.”

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec
As you are probably reading this, 39
women from our church and Pilgrim UCC of
Cuyahoga Falls are enjoying an amazing retreat
at Punderson State Park. Our theme this year is
“How Do You Measure Your Life in Love?” This
is definitely an intergenerational event with our
youngest participant the age of 20 and our
oldest in their 80’s. A lot of planning goes into
this event and I really appreciate the support of
my co-leader Marilyn Freeman. Hopefully many
great memories will be made over these three
days.
Congratulations to our second graders
and our older youth who received their first
Bibles on October 29 during worship. A big
thank you goes to the 3rd-6th graders who
helped to lead worship on that Sunday. As part
of their new youth group, they are developing
their understanding of the components/rituals of
worship. I know they were very excited to
participate.
Ten of our youth in grades 3-5 had their
first church lock-in during October. We played
people size “Hungry, Hungry Hippos“, practiced
for our worship service, made bulletin covers,
ate lots of snacks and played many more
games. A lot of fun was had by all. Thanks to
Pastor Arik and Kelsey Veliconia for spending the
night and helping out. Our activity for
November will be mission oriented.

Hungry Hungry Hippos
Our Sunday School attendance continues
to grow. We are averaging 24 preschoolers
through 6th graders and 3-5 toddlers in the
nursery each Sunday. We are using a new
curriculum this year called “Shine - Living in
God’s Light.” This curriculum was chosen for a
variety of reasons but most importantly because
it is a program that reflects how kids learn best

and our church’s values. Our Sunday School
teachers have shared very positive feedback
about our new curriculum. Thanks to some very
generous church members, we have received
donations to cover the curriculum cost for the
spring quarter and also the deficit
for the current quarter because we
had to go over budget!! On behalf
of the Board of Christian Education,
THANK YOU SO MUCH!!
As we attract new families, we must
provide our kids with a curriculum that meets
their needs. Come some Sunday and see the
curriculum in action! You will be very impressed
with what you see happening in the classrooms!
Welcome our new acolytes!
Jillian Smoker, Ben Dornan, Lexi Webb, Dahlia
Wolanski, and Beth Dornan

UPCOMING C.E. EVENTS
Sunday, November 5 - All church Sunday: No
Sunday School
Sunday, December 10 - immediately after
church The 3rd Annual Gingerbread House
Building Extravaganza: registration form
later in this newsletter
FCC Youth Group

Back row: Ben Dornan, Beth Dornan
Middle row: Rhys Kyser, Abby Anderson, Will Schupbach, Cady
Kyser, Lexi Webb
Front row: Abigail Packard, Mackenzie Pero-Luter, Claire
Wolanski

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks
Time to fall ahead…or is it fall back??
Whatever it is, it’s a great time to fall into a
schedule that will keep pace with everything
that is going on or that is coming at you…the

time of the year when there just isn’t enough
time! Whew! Glad that’s out and over.
The Outreach Committee has had
another great month for you, our church family.
The special collection for Neighbors in Need
netted $226.00 toward justice issues and clean
water for those in desperate need in our world.
Kudos to our diners who went to Bakers
Square! You generated $200.23 toward our
stained glass restoration project (which is still in
the works as a few more pieces of glass have
been taken into be worked on).
Coming attraction: One World Shop will
be at the church on Sunday, November 12
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in fellowship
hall so you can shop for genuinely unique,
handmade gifts selected
exclusively for our church family to
purchase, thus providing monetary
support for third world artisans
who made them. Come and see
the fine variety of gift items available to you.
Fill Community Care’s empty shelves
during the month of November by bringing nonperishable food and canned goods of all kinds.
Gift cards to grocery stores and monetary
donations would be appreciated so fresh meat
and veggies can be purchased as well. The
caldron in the Sunday school wing, plastic tub in
fellowship hall, and the cradle in the narthex are
all waiting to be filled with items through your
giving spirits! Thank you very much!! Checks
and cash should be placed in the offering plate
on Sundays with the envelope marked
“Community Care”.
The Giving Tree will be up after
Thanksgiving giving you a chance to make some
lucky person in need a very happy recipient of a
gift they hope to receive. Look for it and be
sure to take an ornament off the tree and follow
the directions to complete your gift giving. May
God bless you as you bless others.
Thanksgiving blessings to all of you from
all of us: Edie Phillips, Becky Williams, Barb
Zinsmeister, Ann Olesen, Tess Anderson, Jane
Woravka and myself. If you would like to be on
our committee, just let one of us know. We
would be honored to have you on board!
Believe in yourself. Believe in the Lord, your
god. Believe.

Deacons’ Desk – Vi Elrod
My life is starting to come back together
after a long recuperation from my accident last
November. There are no words to thank all the
people from the church who stepped in to help.
After two painful surgeries and months of
rehab, I finally got to go home. I couldn’t fix
food, drive a car, bathe myself or get dressed.
Every day was a challenge. But thanks to many
wonderful ladies, meals were brought in,
errands were run, and laundry and cleaning
done. All the while I continued therapy at
home.
One member in particular was there for
me before, during and after surgery. They took
me to the nursing home for two months of
rehab, took time to talk and bring books, took
my laundry home to be washed and returned.
My guardian angel even listened to me moan
and groan. There is a special reward in heaven
for all of you.
I am now at 75% recovered which is all I
will be, but I am so thankful for everything.
Love and blessings to all!
Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia
One of the things that the Trustees are in
charge of is the budget. We are always looking
for opportunities to save money.
A priority of ours in the past year has
been the expense incurred with our slow
internet service. We have been investigating all
of the service providers and what they have to
offer and recently a new cable company has
come into North Ridgeville. WOW! cable has
recently expanded on Center Ridge and let us
know of their services and was willing to sit
down and see if we might be good partners.
We have talked with the salesperson and really
liked what they have to offer and WOW also
sent an installer to ensure that everything we
want to accomplish is doable. We have an
agreement in place to switch our internet and
phone service from Windstream to WOW! within
the next few weeks. We are waiting for the city
to give the final okay to run power from the
light poles so that the switch can happen.
A major selling point is that the new
internet service will allow us to stream our

services to the masses. Why would we want to
do this, you may ask. Well, the marketing
aspect is huge; we can reach those individuals
who are church shopping and may like what
they see. We can also reach those who are
unable to attend services due to illness, etc.,
snowbirds or those who have moved as they can
stay in touch and be connected without
physically being here. This will also help our
Christian Education department as they use
online services to augment the curriculum. The
final part is the cost—we will be saving
approximately $20 a month with the upgraded
service. We hope that this will be a win-win in
that we can use the upgraded services to our
advantage. We can’t wait to use this new
technology and hope that this will improve our
services and let others know what it is to be part
of this church family.

FAQ about Pledging
Q: What does it mean to make a financial
pledge?
A: Making a financial pledge is promising to give a
specific dollar amount of your financial resources.
Q: Why is pledging important?
A: Pledging is important because it allows you to
reflect on the gifts God has given you and show
your thanks for those gifts by giving back to the
church. There is also a very practical reason:
Each year we create a budget based on the total
income we expect to receive the next year
(pledges). The budget is the foundation for
planning for the next year’s events.
Q: What are the areas I can pledge to?
A: We have three pledging accounts – operating,
outreach and general capital. Pledges to the
operating fund help to pay for the day-to-day
expenses of the church including utilities and
salaries. Outreach pledges are used to help
support outreach efforts in the wider community
and world. Pledges to the general capital fund are
used for the overall maintenance and upkeep of
the church building and grounds.

Q: Who should make a financial pledge to the
church?
A: Everyone! Even if you are not a member of First
Congregational Church, you can still pledge. It
takes the help of everyone in the church to allow
us to function and do God’s work.

PLEDGE CARDS ARE DUE BEFORE OR ON
NOVEMBER 12.
If you have any questions about pledging or
the church’s financial reports, please contact
Linda Matis, financial secretary,
or a member of the Board of Trustees.

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger
While I was contemplating what to write
for the November Messenger, and since it is the
month of giving thanks, I thought of my nursing
career. I've always been thankful that I was
able to attend nursing school, a three year
diploma program at M. B. Johnson School of
Nursing. I had a 42-year career in Obstetrics at
Elyria Memorial Hospital. When I tell people
that, they say “Oh, that must have been
fun. You got to take care of babies." Or, "that
must be a happy place to work." But it is much
more. I took care of sick babies, mothers who
had stillborns or miscarriages, and mothers with
complications. I was in the operating room with
mothers who had cesarean births, and my
favorite, labor and delivery. Being responsible
for a mother and her unborn baby is serious and
stressful. It is also a privilege like no other.
Working with that mother in labor,
establishing a rapport and trust, helping her
have the best possible experience is challenging,
but very rewarding. The birth of her baby is
awesome and unique. The overwhelming relief
and joy bring tears of joy to mom and dad, and
often me. And in those moments I thank God,
for it is by his grace that I can accomplish my
part in this.
I've prayed with and consoled mothers
who have lost a child. I've baptized a stillborn
at the request of the mother when no clergy
was available. I find tears coming now as I
reflect on so many stories! I am so thankful,

and as the years of my career ticked off, I knew
more than ever that it was by God's grace that I
could accomplish this work each day.
Just a reminder…Health Screenings
(blood pressure & blood glucose) are still
held on the 3rd Sunday of each month but
the time has changed to between services.
Come get yourself checked out between
9:45 & 10:20 every 3rd Sunday. We care
about you and want to keep you healthy!

Women’s Book Club: Below are listed our
upcoming books. All meetings are at 7:00 pm at
the church except when noted.
November 20: Allie and Bea by Catherine Ryan Hyde
December 18: Blessed are the Cheesemakers by
Sarah-Kate Lynch

First Congregational Church T-Shirts & Tote
Bags
It’s not too late to order a church t-shirt or tote
bag! Display your love for and pride in our
church by wearing a church t-shirt or carrying a
church tote bag! Shirts are available in adult
and child sizes and a variety of colors and
designs! Contact the church office to get an
order form.

11/2
11/4
11/6
11/8
11/11
11/14
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/23
11/24
11/26
11/27

Arik Borstad
Leah Chapman
Ric Sasse
Dave Ireland
Andrew Veliconia
Paul Wolanski
Keith Schoonover
Millie Anderson
Renee Schoonover
Yung Do
Vicki Stamper
Greg Petroff
Bridget Frederick
Tracy Smoker
Suzanne Durant
Bob Stamper
11/28 Yung & Annie Do

Ushers & Greeters
Oct.
29 Vonnie Packard, Mary Ireland, Millie Gilly
Nov.
5
Lynne Petroff, Joe Pesch, Ric Sasse
12 Edie Phillips, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay
19 Dale & Becky Williams, Pete Veliconia
26 Nancy Long, Regenia Comerford, Bob Franks
Please note: Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect
attendance sheets and Communion cups after the service.
If you would like to be taken off the Usher List,
please call the church office.
Acolytes
Oct.
29 Abigail Packard
Nov.
5
Jillian Smoker
12 Rhys Kyser
19 Ben Dornan
26 Lexi Webb
If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled
Sunday, please contact the church office.
Nursery
Oct.
29
Nov.
5
12
19
26

Ann Olesen
Dawn Truskot
Shirley Sunyak
Linda Matis

Important Upcoming Events
●The Congregational Meeting will be held on
November 19 between the two worship services.
It is important for all members to attend. Also
on the 19th at 7 p.m. will be the Community
Thanksgiving Service at Harvest Ridge Church.
●We all love how beautiful the church looks
during the Christmas season so come help us
decorate the church for the holidays on
November 25 beginning at 9 a.m. The more
that come, the faster it gets done!
●Our annual Craft Show will be on Saturday,
December 2 from 9 am – 4 pm. Many
volunteers will be needed for this, our biggest
fundraiser of the year. Watch for bulletin inserts
telling where help is needed.
●The Blue Christmas Service will be held on
December 23 at 7 p.m. This is a service of
prayer, healing & hope for those who are
hurting during the Christmas season.
●Again this year we will be having two worship
services on Christmas Eve – the family service at
10 a.m. and the traditional candlelight service
at 10 p.m. There will only be one service on
New Year’s Eve at 10 a.m.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
Choir practice 7 pm

5
Women’s Retreat
All Saints Sunday
Communion
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Fellowship Time 9:45
Traditional Service 10:30
12
Stewardship Sunday
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Outreach 9 am
Fellowship Time 9:45
November birthdays’
celebration
Traditional Service 10:30
One World Shop
11:30am-1:30pm
19
Communion
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Congregational Meeting
9:30 am
Traditional Service 10:30
Community Thanksgiving
Svc. 7 pm @ Harvest
Ridge Church
26
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Fellowship Time 9:45
Traditional Service 10:30
New Members Svc.?
Deacons 11:30 am
Clear out classrooms for
craft show

6

7
CE 7 pm
Trustees 7 pm

1st

8
Choir practice 7 pm

Step 8:30 pm

AA Women 7 pm
13

AA
14

AA Women 7 pm
20

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
21

15
Choir practice 7 pm

1st

AA Women 7 pm
27

AA
28

AA Women 7 pm

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm

22
Choir practice 7 pm

Step 8:30 pm
29
Choir practice 7 pm

Thu
2

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
9

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
16
Newsletter articles
due
Budget mtg. 6 pm
Council 7 pm

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
23
Thanksgiving
OFFICE CLOSED

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
30

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm

Fri

Sat

3
Women’s Retreat

4
Women’s Retreat

10

Couples Recovery 7 pm
11

17

Couples Recovery 7 pm
18
Hall rented 11a-4p
(Anderson)

Couples Recovery 7 pm
24
OFFICE CLOSED
Hospitality with a
Heart meal

25
Decorate sanctuary
9 am

LCAS 6:30 pm

Couples Recovery 7 pm

Christmas Poinsettias
for our Sanctuary-A Living Tribute to Celebrate
the Birth of Jesus Christ
We hope to fill our
sanctuary with lovely poinsettia plants beginning with the
decorating of the sanctuary on Saturday, November 25 and
remaining throughout the Christmas season.
The cost is $8.50 each. Please include your payment with
your order.
Checks should be made payable to First
Congregational UCC. ALL ORDERS AND MONEY ARE DUE BY
NOVEMBER 19. Orders may be placed in the offering plate or
turned in to the office.
You may pick up your plants after the worship service on
Christmas Eve. Any plants not picked up by January 8 will be
discarded.
_____ white

_____ marble _____ red
(indicate quantity)

_____ pink

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
In memory of __________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
In honor of ____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Given by ______________________________________________

