
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pastor 
Rev. Arik Borstad 

Director, Christian 
Education 
Mary Karlovec 

Music Director       
Lynne Lipperman 

Moderator 
Roy Dreger 

Vice-Moderator 
Nancy Franks 

Chair, Christian  
Education 
Kelsey Veliconia 

Co-Chairs, Deacons 
Diana Goode 
Lynne Petroff 

Chair, Outreach 
Nancy Franks 

Chair, Trustees 
Pete Veliconia 

Treasurer, Secretary 
Linda Matis 

 
 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Pen  

March has always been an exciting month in our calendar year.  It is a 
time of transition as we move away from the winter weather and look ahead 
to the promise of new life that spring provides.  It is a time where the 
beauty of the earth begins to shine through in our lives as grass and flowers 
prepare to burst forth into the world in all their splendor.  
 It is also a time of transition and personal growth, as well.  March is a 
time where we are in the midst of Lent, as we look ahead to the promise of 
Easter in early April.  It is a time of new life and new beginnings as we move 
forward into the future that God is calling us.  
 As Easter approaches on April 1, toward the end of March there are 
Holy Week services that everyone is invited to attend.  On March 25 we will 
be celebrating Palm Sunday.  We will take time that day to rejoice as Jesus 
makes his triumphant entrance into Jerusalem, and we will also take time 
during the service to prepare ourselves for the emotional week ahead.  At 
the end of the service there will be a stripping of the altar as we prepare our 
sanctuary for our Maundy Thursday service, which will take place on the 29th 
at 7:00 pm.  
 On Friday of Holy Week, we will be joining with our Christian brothers 
and sisters in North Ridgeville to participate in our annual “Cross Walk,” as 
we carry a cross from South Central Park to the corner of Route 83 and 
Center Ridge Roads.  It will be a time of prayer, hymns, and solemnity as we 
recognize the sacrifice that Jesus made for us all. 
 Finally, on Easter morning, we will celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with 
two services – one sunrise service at 7:30 am and our regular worship 
service at 10:00 am.  There will be a small Easter breakfast following the 
Sunrise service, so feel free to come to both services as we celebrate that 
death does not have the final word in life.   
 As the winter fades and spring begins to blossom in our world, I invite 
us to take notice of the life that surrounds us.  Let us celebrate the newness 
that life brings!  But most of all let us give thanks that the cycle of life 
continues each year, so that we might better appreciate the lives we live and 
the world we inhabit.  
      Blessings and Peace,  
      Pastor Arik  
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Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
“People were created to be loved, and things 

were created in order to use them.  The world is 
in chaos because everything is the opposite.” 

-Dalai Lama 
March:  it comes in like a lion and leaves 

like a lamb.   At least that is what the old 
saying, or if you prefer, superstition, says.  
However, March does not, on average, do 
this.  March can be a roller coaster when it 
comes to weather.  March does not usually 
progress in an orderly fashion; in fact, 
sometimes there is chaos. 

Sometimes it seems as if the whole world 
is in chaos as well.  There seems to be a 
continuing pattern of brutality, greed and people 
abusing their positions of power.  I sometimes 
fear that these things have become the “new 
normal”. 

But this year March, for all its changeable 
weather, also brings with it hope that there are 
better days ahead.  The start of spring which 
signals the hope of better weather ahead is in 
March.  Good Friday also falls in March this year 
and signals the hope Christians have for not only 
the future here on earth, but a future in heaven 
as well.  

I read somewhere that life without hope 
destroys faith.  As we celebrate Holy Week, let 
us continue to have faith in the hope that Easter 
brings to us, and may you have a truly blessed 
Easter. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
I must start my monthly article with much 

gratitude to Susan Dornan and Renee Dornan 
for making all the cupcakes for Mardi Gras and 
all the soup for Ash Wednesday.  I truly 
appreciate your help with two projects within 
one week!  Thanks to the Board of Christian 
Education for all your help with the Journey 
through Prayer event and everyone who 
donated their chili recipes to make our chili cook 
off a success.  Most importantly, I need to give 
a huge thanks to the congregation for 
supporting these events with their participation.  
It is truly important for our children so see that 
the adults of our church want to interact with 
them and share their time and talents.   

The youth group will be having a lock-in 
on Friday, March 16 starting at 7:30 pm and 
ending Saturday at 9 am.  Youth have received 
information about this event.  They will be 
making chocolate covered pretzels and 
Easter candy to sell on Sunday, March 18 
during coffee hour and after the second 
service.  Proceeds from the candy sale will 
benefit a summer event for the youth group. 

Sunday March 25 (Palm 
Sunday) will be our “EGG-PALOOZA” 
after the 10:30 worship service.  Bring 
a bagged lunch to eat and afterwards 
we will be having a traditional Easter 
Egg hunt and other “egg activities.”  
Families are asked to bring at least a dozen 
hard boiled eggs for their family to decorate.  
Due to the large number of children in our 
church now, I am asking you to please sign up 
by Sunday, March 18 outside my office or on 
the kiosk downstairs if you are planning on 
attending this event so we have enough supplies 
on hand.  Last year we filled almost 500 Easter 
eggs.   

We are in need of individually 
wrapped candy to fill the Easter eggs!  

Please consider donating a bag or 
two of candy to help fill the 500+ 
eggs!  I ask that you refrain 
from buying anything with 

peanuts or nuts in the candy as we have 
children who have allergies to nuts and peanuts. 
There is a blue drop off basket in my office for 
the candy.  I need all donations by March 18 
please! 

Mark your calendar!  Sunday, May 6:  an 
afternoon tea for the girls/women of the 
church and their special guests.  More details in 
the April Messenger. 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Greetings, Church Family, from all of us 
on the Outreach board!  Another month has 
swiftly passed and we’re now closer to spring 
than ever.  Yessss!  From Hosea 6:3 come these 
words:  “Let us acknowledge the Lord, let us 
press on to acknowledge Him!  As surely as the 
sun rises, He will appear.  He will come to us 
like the winter rains, like the spring rains that 



water the earth.”  During this time of Lent, let 
us prepare for His coming in prayer and 
reflection. 
 “Boxes from Home” is the name given 
to a program at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 

located at 41295 North Ridge 
Rd., Elyria, for the collection 
and sending of items for the 
serving military.  After 
discussion, our committee 
has chosen to blend our 

small scale collection into their program for a 
more efficient and timely use of these donated 
and much needed items.  Dorothy, the contact 
person at St. Vincent de Paul, was so pleased to 
receive our boxes of items to send overseas as 
she had just received 51 new names to fill and 
send out.  To you who have donated to this 
cause, know your contributions are being used 
to the fullest.  Thank you!!  If you have names 
of personnel in the military that you’d like to 
have receive a box, let Outreach know and we’ll 
send the name to Dorothy.  Use our mailbox in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 One Great Hour of Sharing, the first of 
five special offerings during the year, will be 
collected on March 11 and 18 only.  You will find 
information in your Sunday bulletins on those 
Sundays along with a special envelope for your 
donation.  We are called to assist in 
transforming places lacking good health, 
educational resources and/or where disaster has 
struck, into places where humanity can once 
again be restored.  Be generous, please.  (More 
information can be found at 
facebook.com/onegreathourofsharingucc or 
follow on Twitter @OHGH_at_UCC.) 
 Please see the Tetelestai flyer later in this 
newsletter.  If you can, plan to attend one of 
the sites listed for this 100 or more cast of 
volunteers who portray the Passion of Jesus 
Christ for you as a gift from them during Lent.  
It’s a wonderful event; free-will offerings 
accepted. 

The Fiesta Jalapeños fundraiser in 
January raised $230.22 toward the replacement 
of the back entrance project.  Many 
compliments to Fiesta Jalapeños for being such 
a great place to meet and eat!  Yum!! 

Food for thought:  Words from the Bible, John 7:37 

NIV “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus 

stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If a man is thirsty, let 

him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, 

as the Scripture has said, streams of Living water will 

flow from within him…’” 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Lynne Petroff 
The Deacons have been busy planning 

Lent and Easter worship.  As I write this, we just 
finished a beautiful Ash Wednesday service.  We 
had about 25 come for a delicious soup dinner 
and around 30 for the service about love and 
forgiveness.  

Mark your calendars and join us for a 
busy and meaningful Holy week noted below. 
 Palm Sunday on March 25: This service 

begins joyfully as the children parade with 
their palms and then ends on a solemn note 
as we strip the altar in silence representing 
the crucifixion. 

 Our Maundy Thursday service will be a 
remembrance of the last supper Christ had 
with his disciples as we take communion on 
March 29 at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary.   

 You’re welcome to join in the community 
Cross Walk on Good Friday, March 30 
where Christians from various denominations 
meet at the South Central Park gazebo at 
5:30 and join together to walk and 
remember Christ’s final journey on earth 
before his resurrection. 

 On Easter Sunday, April 1 we will have a 
sunrise service at 7:30 am outside, 
weather permitting, followed by a potluck 
brunch.  Our Traditional Easter service 
will be at 10:00 am where we will redress 
the altar and celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ. 
Coming up in April, we are hosting 

a Benefit Concert for Community 
Care on April 15.  We are reaching 
out to instrumental and vocal music 
majors from our local colleges to 
perform, as well as a local favorite, 
Bob Liston, who has agreed to play 
which is always a delight.  You can enjoy Tim 
Creamer’s display of beautiful photography in 
Fellowship Hall following the concert as you 



enjoy some light refreshments.  It should be an 
inspiring afternoon so please plan to attend. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
As part of our 2018 plans, the Trustees 

have identified four projects that we would like 
to tackle this year.  We will hopefully be able to 
do these based on funds availability and getting 
the right craftsman for the job.  

First, we plan on doing the replacement 
of the back doors and roof overhang.  This 
project is our #1 priority this year and we hope 
to have it done as soon as possible.  
The other projects include 
sealing the parking lot and 
reshaping the asphalt 
around the elevator.   Part 
of maintaining the asphalt is to seal it 
every few years; this will keep it solid for years 
to come. The asphalt around the lift needs to be 
pitched away from draining into the front of the 
lift, as the bottom of the lift sometimes floods 
after heavy rains and this will hopefully solve 
this problem. 

The last is the project to take off the 
front doors of the church, strip then down to 
bare wood, repair any rot, and re-stain or paint 
depending on the damage that is found.  Part of 
this last project is finding someone to do this.  It 
is a VERY heavy set of doors and to do it right 
we would take them down and while down clean 
up all the hinges and the frame.  If anyone 
knows of someone who may be interested, let 
us know.  These items are our wish lists and can 
only be done due to your continued support. 
 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
Some Facts about Prostate Cancer 

• In American men, prostate cancer is 
common and most early cases cause no 
symptoms.  However, some early signs may 
be frequent urination, blood in the urine, 
difficulty starting urination or inability to 
urinate, and weak or painful urination. 

• Many risk factors such as a man's age, race 
and family history are beyond his control, but 
since high fat diets have been linked to 
prostate cancer, eating a diet that is low in 

saturated fat and red meats and high in 
fruits, vegetables, and whole grain food may 
help to reduce a man's risk for developing 
the disease. 

• Routine prostate cancer screening for 
average risk men is somewhat 
controversial.  Based on risk factors, men 40, 
45 or 50 years of age should have the 
opportunity to make an informed decision 
about screening after discussing it with a 
health care professional. 

• If prostate cancer is found early, treatment 
with curative intent is often given.  Such 
treatment usually consists of either radical 
prostatectomy or radiation.  If cancer is 
believed to be slow growing and is not 
causing symptoms, "watchful waiting" may 
be chosen.  Active treatment would be 
started later if the cancer begins to grow 
more quickly or symptoms appear.  For 
cancer that has spread beyond the prostate 
gland, treatments such as hormone therapy, 
chemotherapy, and/or immunotherapy may 
be recommended. 

• From the time of diagnosis, the quality of life 
for every cancer patient and survivor is 
affected some way.  Some concerns that 
patients and survivors most often express 
are fear of incontinence, sexual dysfunction, 
recurrence, pain and fatigue, guilt for 
delaying screening or treatment, and the 
burden on finances and loved ones. 

• All men age 50 and older should talk to their 
doctors about the risks and benefits of 
prostate cancer testing to decide if it is right 
for them. 

 
For more information go to the American Cancer 
Society website: cancer.org. 

 



 
 
3/2 Mikey Feigi 
3/2 Nema Saleem 
3/4 Vonnie Packard 
3/6 Mary Jane Dreger 
3/7 Jane Woravka 
3/16 Barb Tobin 
3/19 Judy Angeline 
3/21 Allison Borstad 
3/25 Jamie Schupbach 
3/25 Dominic Truskot 
3/27 Jim Yost 
3/28 Tommy Malinich 
3/30 Arden Dlugosz 
3/31 Grayson Pero-Luter 

 3/7 Larry & Karen Mytnick 
 3/11 Joe & Dolores Pesch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                Ushers & Greeters 
March  

4 Bob Franks, Tim & Tess Anderson 
11 Vonnie Packard, Regenia Comerford, Millie Gilly 
18 Mary Ireland, Linda Matis, Joe Pesch 
25 Lynne Petroff, Ric Sasse, Edie Phillips 
Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect attendance 

sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

Acolytes 
March  

4 Dahlia Wolanski 
11 Abby Anderson 
18 Beth Dornan 
25 Arden Dlugosz 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

Nursery 
March  

4 Shirley Sunyak 
11 Dawn Truskot 
18 Ann Olesen 
25 Linda Matis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

2  
 

3  
Journey through 
Prayer 4 pm 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

4  
Third Sunday in Lent 
Outreach mtg. 9 am 
Communion 
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 
New Members’ Service 
Chili Cook off after 2nd 
service 

5  
Swiss Steak Dinner 
tickets/money due 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

6  
CE mtg. 7 pm 
Trustees mtg. 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

7  
Choir 7 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

9  
Swiss Steak Dinner 
prep 6 pm 

10  
Swiss Steak Dinner 
Prep 10 am 
4:30 & 6 pm seatings 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

11  
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Coffee Shop Service 9:00 
March birthdays’ 
celebration 
Traditional Service 10:30 

 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

14  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

15  
Council mtg. 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

16  
Youth lock-in 7:30 pm 
Newsletter articles 
due 

17  
Youth lock-in pick up  
9 am 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

18  
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Communion 
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 
CE Easter candy sale 

19  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

20  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

21  
Choir 7 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

25  
Palm Sunday 
Coffee Shop Service 9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 
Deacons mtg. after 2nd 
svc. 
Lily orders  
due 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

28  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

29  
Maundy Thursday 
service 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

30  
OFFICE CLOSED 
Hospitality w/a Heart 

Good Friday Cross 
Walk 5:30 pm @ So. 
Central Gazebo 
 

31  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

 



 
 


