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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 The Easter season is upon us!  As April kicks off, we celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord with our Easter Sunday services at 7:30 am and 10 
am, with an Easter brunch in between.  However, as we know from our 
Easter story, the resurrection of Christ was only the beginning, and as we 
move into April we have a lot going on to celebrate! 
 On April 15 we will be baptizing two children into the faith and family 
of God, celebrating that God’s love is with us every day of our lives.  We 
remember the promises that were made to us in our own baptisms, and we 
will give thanks for God’s everlasting care.  Then later that afternoon at 2:00 
pm we will be holding a concert fundraiser for Community Care!  We will 
have performances by incredibly talented individuals as a way of raising 
money for Community Care here in North Ridgeville.  There will be a 
reception following the concert, which will include a photography exhibit in 
our Fellowship Hall.  Trust me, you don’t want to miss this! 
 A week later on Saturday April 21 from 10 am – noon, we have been 
given the honor of hosting the installation and reception service of our new 
Association’s General Minister, Nayiri Karjian.  This is a great honor for us as 
we get the opportunity to welcome our AGM to our association in northern 
Ohio.  There will be a reception following the installation service so we would 
appreciate any help with baked goods and being gracious hosts for the many 
visitors that will be here.  
 Then on April 29 our youth will be hosting their second youth service 
during the 10:30 worship service.  Our youth that are involved in the youth 
team will be leading us in the liturgy, scripture readings, song choices, and 
will even be helping with the sermon.  The first service they led was 
incredible and I can’t wait to see them impress everyone once again.  Please 
come and support our youth as they take an active role in the worship of our 
faith community.  
 Truly there is much for us to celebrate this month of April.  I pray that 
you see the hope and joy of the empty tomb wherever you look in the world. 
Never forget that the cross was not the final word of the story, but rather it 
gave way to the hope of Easter morning.  Remember that the love of God is 
even stronger than death, and it is a love that we have all been shown. 
      Blessings and Peace,  

                             Pastor Arik

April 2018 



Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
April is here and along with it the 

showers that water the flowers in May.  This 
year Easter Sunday is the first day in 
April.  Passover ends at sundown on April 7.  I 
have occasionally thought about the Jewish 
Sabbath and wondered about how the timing of 
sundown was made.  I read about how it was, 
among other things, when a red thread and a 
black thread held at arm’s length would look the 
same; but the reality is somewhat simpler. 

Today if you are Jewish you can go on 
the internet and get the official time of sundown 
at any point in the world.  But, if you do not 
have access to the internet, it is simply the 
moment when the top edge of the sun’s disk 
disappears from view.  What I was doing was 
confusing nightfall with sunset.  I was making it 
harder than it needed to be. 

Isn't it the case that we sometimes make 
things harder for ourselves than necessary?  I 
know I have.  I have occasionally tried to take a 
“shortcut” and found that it has made whatever 
I was doing take a longer time, not a shorter 
time.  And most times it made it harder, rather 
than easier. 

I believe Mark Twain, one of my favorite 
authors, may have said it best, "April 1.  This is 
the day upon which we are reminded of what 
we are on the other three hundred and sixty 
four."  I am going to try to stop making things 
harder than they need to be.  You are more 
than welcome to join with me. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Thank you.  These two words are not 

enough to say to the many people that have 
supported our family during the last few weeks.  
Life sometimes can get overwhelming and this 
was one of those times. To everyone who baked 
over 500 cupcakes/cookies for “E Day” at 
Heidelberg for Matt; Kathy Pero, Millie Gilly and 
Nancy Findlay for making all the Easter 
chocolates; the CE committee for filling over 600 
Easter eggs and helping out at the egg hunt; 
and to those who came and supported our 

Journey through Prayer, I say THANKS with lots 
of gratitude.   

Our Journey through Prayer was a great 
intergenerational night.  The Messy Church 
activities were fun and will definitely be 
something we will be incorporating in future 
events.  Thank you to Pastor Arik and Andrew 
Veliconia for doing a wood burning workshop 
and to Allison Borstad for doing a great 
meditation/yoga session.  Your sessions were a 
wonderful compliment to the evening.  We had 
approximately 40-45 people at the event even 
with some serious illnesses precluding some 
from attending who wanted to be there.  

I had to cancel the youth overnighter as 
my husband Bob was in the hospital but we are 
rescheduling it for some time this month.  The 
youth raised over $175 at their Easter chocolate 
sale and supplied the cookies for dessert for the 
March Community Dinner.   Mark your calendar 
because the youth will be leading the 10:30 
worship on April 29.  (Lock-in rescheduled 
for April 13-14.) 

Over 50 people attended our Chili Cook-
off on March 4.  The ladle award for BEST CHILI 
went to Matthew Hogue-Smith.  The CE AWARD 
Ladle went to Roy Dreger and NAMING RIGHTS 
Ladle went to Linda Matis.  We raised over $200 
that will be divided between the VBS and 
Women’s retreat funds. 

We are still in the planning stages of a 
Ladies Tea for Sunday, May 6 from 1-3 pm.  
This event is open to our youngest to oldest 
ladies of the church.  More info will be in the 
bulletin soon!   

Finally our last Sunday for Sunday School 
will be May 27.  Summer Sunday School for our 
Pre-K through second graders will begin June 
10.  As always nursery care will be provided 
every Sunday! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Sometimes we forget that we belong to 
the Light, the Light of the World, Jesus the 
Christ.  He gave us a new commandment, that 
we should love one another, as He loved us.  
And so we go forward, in His Name, reaching 
out to all people here and in the world, needing 



a hand up or a hand out, making a difference in 
their lives the best way we can. 
 The Fiesta Jalapeños fundraiser netted 
$230.22 toward the back entrance renewal 
project at the church.  Thank you to all who 
participated.  It’s always good! 
 The Hospitality with a Heart meal last 
month on Good Friday was delicious and well 
attended.  Fish, mac and cheese, salad, veggies, 
fruit and cookies frosted by our youth were 
served and enjoyed.  Thank you to all who 
helped to make this meal possible.  Our next 
meal is April 27.  Plan to join us prepare the 
meal by coming at 4:00 and staying to serve at 
6:00, then clean-up about 6:30.  We appreciate 
your assistance at any of those times. 
 Mother’s Day “Perfect” Gifts Event is 
coming up on May 13.  Please look for special 

gifts you were given by your 
kids or friends in the past 
that you’d like to share with 
our congregation on Mother’s 
Day in the sanctuary.  Some 
special item your child made 
you when they were in 
kindergarten, or in the 

Scouts, or from leftover material scraps you had 
in your sewing basket, etc….maybe a 
picture…everyone has gotten one…share it with 
all of us by bringing it in on May 6 so we can set 
it up for May 13. 
 Our annual rummage sale will be on 
Saturday, May 13.  Bring your unwanted and/or 
used treasures to the church between May 13 
and May 18 from 9 am to noon, placing them in 
the undercroft hallway against the wall, leaving 
a path down the middle for easy access to the 
stairs and rooms off the hallway.  We will be 
setting up on Friday, May 18 for the Saturday 
sale.  Interested in helping?  We could use your 
services!  Call 327-9647 and leave your name, 
number and a short message. 
 Our annual blood drive will be on Sunday, 
September 16 from 11 am to 1 pm.  Save your 
giving until then; we need your gift of blood! 

Wishing you a blessed Easter with family 

and friends from the Outreach Committee 
 

Deacons’ Desk – Kari Dlugosz 
Spring is here!!!  I don’t know about you, 

but the Dlugosz family is ready for some warm 
spring weather!!  This cold has got to go!!! 

The Deacon’s want to wish everyone a 
wonderful Easter holiday and hope that it is 
filled with loved ones and the sounds of little 
kid’s laughter and excitement upon finding their 
Easter eggs and baskets.  

As I imagine the joy that most children 
experience during the holiday, I also remember 
that all kids are not so lucky.  The month of 
April is Child Abuse Awareness Month.  
Unfortunately, many children are currently going 
through some sort of abuse, albeit physical, 
sexual, emotional, or neglect.  These children 
need the help of family, friends, neighbors, and 
even strangers to get them out of these terrible 
situations.  Please be on the look-out for any 
child that may be experiencing some form of 
abuse.  Lorain County Children’s Services are 
here to help and can be reached at 440-329-
5340.  

Lorain County Children’s Services and the 
State of Ohio are featuring two BLUE OUT days 
to raise awareness.  April 11 has been 
designated as Wear Blue Day for all 
businesses, organizations, classrooms, and 
families to help raise awareness of child abuse 
prevention.  April 29 has been designated Blue 
Sunday.  Please wear blue to church that day 
and help raise community awareness of children 
who are abused or neglected and the need for 
foster parents.  (How appropriate since April 29 
is our Youth Service, too!)  More information can 
be found at:  www.childrenservices.org 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
I would like to take a few minutes to talk 

about teamwork; this is something that is so 
important in a group setting.  The Trustees 
spend a lot of time planning, preparing and 
fixing many things around the church and there 
are many times that we have to be at the 
church while someone does repair work.  This 
group has been very willing to find their niche – 
whether it is repairs, plans or just being there to 
help out.  It is much appreciated.  I know that 



sitting at the church waiting while a repairman 
fixes something or gives an estimate is not fun, 
or even hard work – it takes away from 
something else you could be doing and it is truly 
appreciated.  Thank you.  

There will be other news coming soon as 
we try to ensure the best use of the funds that 
you have entrusted us with.  Please be patient 
as we try to do the best job that we can.  We 
are always trying to improve the life of the 
church and to make sure that the staff gets the 
best available resources that we can afford.  The 
new internet has worked out as well as can be 
expected as we now can live stream the services 
weekly on Facebook, enabling many more 
people to watch the services.  The internet has 
actually saved us a few dollars and may help us 
to improve some other services as well. 

Thanks for listening; all for now. 
 

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
The American Cancer society estimates 

for breast cancer in men in the United States for 
2018 are: 

 About 2,550 new cases of invasive breast 
cancer will be diagnosed. 

 About 480 men will die from breast 
cancer. 

Breast cancer is about 100 times less common 
among men than women.  For men, the lifetime 
risk of getting breast cancer is about 1 in 1,000. 
Signs and symptoms of breast cancer in men 
can be 

 A lump or swelling which is usually (but 
not always) painless 

 Skin dimpling or puckering 
 Nipple retraction (turning inward) 
 Redness or scaling of the nipple or breast 

skin 
 Discharge from the nipple 

Sometimes breast cancer can spread to 
lymph nodes under the arm or around the collar 
bone and cause a lump or swelling there, even 
before the original tumor in the breast tissue is 
large enough to be felt.  These changes aren't 
always caused by cancer.  For example, most 
breast lumps in men are caused by 
gynecomastia (a harmless enlargement of breast 

tissue).  Still, if you notice any breast changes 
you should see a health care professional as 
soon as possible.  

For further information about this, or any 
other cancer, you can go to cancer.org. 

 
 

 
Easter Egg-apalooza Fun! 

 
Sage’s first Easter egg hunt – yummy! 
 



4/1 Krista O’Neill 
4/2 Bob Schmittgen 
4/4 Tim O’Neill 
4/8 Paula Dudek 
4/14 Dave Poe 
4/15 Catherine Craigs 
4/15 Beckie Shupbach 
4/15 Heather Smith 
4/16 John Petroff 
4/23 Brian Zinsmeister 
4/25 Vaughn Dee Repenning 
4/27 Abigail Packard 
4/30 Dolores Pesch 
4/30 June Yost 

 4/3 Ric & Sallie Sasse 
 4/15 Andy & Shirley Sunyak 
 4/16 Craig & Brenda Schutz 
 4/25 Dave & Mary Ireland 
 4/25 Bob & Linda Matis 
 4/28 Jim & June Yost 
 
 
 

                Ushers & Greeters 
April  

1 Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay, Pete Veliconia 
8 Dale & Becky Williams, Shirley Sunyak 
15 Vi Elrod, Tim & Tess Anderson 
22 Vonnie Packard, Bob Franks, Regenia Comerford 
29 Millie Gilly, Mary Ireland, Joe Pesch 

Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect attendance 
sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

Acolytes 
April  

1 Will Schupbach 
8 Ben Dornan 
15 Cady Kyser 
22 Abigail Packard 
29 Claire Wolanski 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

Nursery 
April  

1 Shirley Sunyak 
8 Dawn Truskot 
15 Ann Olesen 
22 Linda Matis 
29 Shirley Sunyak 

 
Journey through Prayer 

 
 

Swiss Steak Dinner 

Update 
Thank you to everyone 
who donated their time, 

talents and/or treasure to 
this year’s Swiss Steak 
Dinner.  Net profit was 

$3,859.50.   
Great job, everyone!!! 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
Easter 
 
Sunrise service 7:30 am 
Easter breakfast 8:30 am 
Traditional Service 10 am 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

3  
CE mtg. 7 pm 
Trustees mtg. 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

4  
Choir 7 pm 

5  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

6  
 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

8  
Outreach mtg. 9 am 
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
April birthdays’ 
celebration 
Traditional Service 10:30 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

11  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

12  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

13  
Youth lock-in 7:30 pm 
 

14  
Youth lock-in pick up  
9 am 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

15  
Communion 
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 
 
Benefit Concert for 
Community Care 2 pm 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 
Women’s Book Club 
7 pm 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

18  
Choir 7 pm 

19  
Council mtg. 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

20  
 

21  
Installation of 
Association General 
Minister 10 am – noon 
(reception following) 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

22  
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

25  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

27  
Hospitality w/a Heart 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

29  
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 
Youth Service 
Deacons mtg. after 2nd 
svc. 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

 
 



 

BENEFIT CONCERT 

A Musical Concert featuring      
local talent will be held on 

Sunday, April 15 at 2:00 p.m.Sunday, April 15 at 2:00 p.m.Sunday, April 15 at 2:00 p.m.Sunday, April 15 at 2:00 p.m.    
 

First Congregational Church   
United Church of Christ                
36363 Center Ridge Road 

North Ridgeville 
 

Donations collected will benefit 
NORTH RIDGEVILLE 
COMMUNITY CARE 

 

Photography by Tim Creamer                     
will also be featured.   

A reception will follow the concert. 
 


