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From the Pastor’s Pen  
 May is here, and with it marks the end of another cycle in our 
Christian education year. This month Sunday school begins to wrap up and 
we begin to make preparations for our summer schedule.  May 27th marks 
the last day of our regular Sunday schedule as we make changes the 
following week that will last until school resumes in the fall.  
 The two-service schedule has served us well this past year, as our 
numbers have continued to grow.  However, as we see a dip in attendance 
during the summer months, our worries surrounding space in the sanctuary 
are not nearly as dire as they are during the school year.  That is why 
beginning on June 3 we will be going back to a single 10 am 
worship service on Sunday mornings until we return to our regular 
schedule in the fall.  Summer is a time when the choir takes a much 
deserved break and our typical Sunday school classes are on hiatus, so it 
becomes a time when space isn’t as big of an issue.  We will continue to 
have coffee hour in the summer but it will be held after the conclusion of the 
10 am service.  
 Moving ahead, this will likely be the rotating schedule we will be 
adopting for our Sunday morning services.  When Sunday school is up and 
running through the school year, we will be holding two worship services to 
ensure we have enough space for our growing congregation.  During the 
summers, when attendance typically wanes, we will move toward a single 
service that combines elements of both services into one.  That being said, if 
we continue to grow at the rate that we have been over the past few years, 
we may need to find more ways to address the lack of seating in our 
Sanctuary.  
 As the summer (hopefully) brings warm weather into our world, let us 
celebrate the gifts of creation around us. Summer remains a time to 
appreciate the blessings around us, as we spend time with the people that 
matter the most.  Let us continue to support one another in this time of 
transition, as we look ahead to the incredible things that are on the horizon 
for us all! 
      Blessings and Peace,  

                             Pastor Arik 
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Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
May, a time when spring is in the air and 

a young man's fancy turns to thoughts 
of...spring cleaning?  Okay, maybe not, but for 
others of us spring cleaning is a time to get rid 
of all that stuff that has been hanging around all 
year and bothering us – stuff that can make us 
mad, frustrated, sad, or anxious.  You know, all 
those emotions and memories that ruin our day 
and serve no purpose.  What?  You thought I 
was talking about that tennis racquet that you 
haven't used in years and keep moving from 
closet to closet? 

Well, just like that tennis racquet it seems 
that we move our thoughts of wrongs, given 
and received, from place to place in our minds 
but never quite seem to be able to stop letting 
them ruin our mood or our enjoyment of the 
day.  Or sometimes we stew and try to figure 
out how to get “even” with someone for 
something.  These are the “tennis racquets” and 
“worn out clothes” of our mind that need to be 
put in their place, a place where we can 
remember them if necessary, but where they 
don't rule our lives.  A mental version of spring 
cleaning, if you will. 

Speaking of spring cleaning, our spring 
clean-up day is May 5.  For many years Gayle 
Hannold oversaw the cleaning up of our flower 
beds and the grounds around the church and we 
owe a big thank you to her for making the time 
to organize those activities.  The spring clean-up 
has also included working on areas inside that 
need some attention.  Something for everyone, 
it would seem.  So come, bring your rakes and 
shovels and other implements of destruction.  
Join the group and enjoy the fellowship while 
you help beautify your church!  And remember, 
"Don't let yesterday use up too much of today"-
Will Rogers.     
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Please join us Sunday, May 6 for a 

“Ladies Tea,” open to ALL 
ladies from our youngest to 
our oldest.  Invite your family 
and friends.  It is from 1-3 pm 
in Fellowship Hall.  Our guest 

speaker is from a local bed and breakfast and 
she will provide a “tea tasting” as well as talk 
about the history of tea.  We will have all the 
little sandwiches and pastries associated with a 
tea and everyone will have their very own tea 
mug to take home.  We will also be sponsoring a 
NEW pajama and tennis shoe collection to 
benefit Blessing House.  The cost for the tea is 
$10 for anyone over age 10.  Under age 10 is 
$5.  Please join us for a delightful afternoon.  

As stated above, we are currently 
collecting NEW pajamas size 

toddler through x-large youth 
(both male and female) and 
NEW tennis shoes size 2 -
12 children and size 2-12 

youth to benefit Blessing House.  
Blessing House serves as safety 

net for families in crisis by 
providing a safe shelter for 

children and support for their family.  It is a 
crisis care center, caring for children birth 
through 12, whose parents or caregivers are 
facing a crisis or emergency or who are 
experiencing a high level of stress that might 
put their children at risk of abuse or neglect.  
Summer months typically experience a higher 
volume of need and we have decided to support 
their needs.  Even if you are not attending the 
tea, I encourage you to donate these needed 
items.  We will accept monetary donations also 
and will purchase the needed items for you!  We 
need all items by May 6.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 

The recent youth lock-in was fun and full 
of energy!  The evening started with a visit to 
the cemetery across from the church to see 
where many of the church founders are buried.  
What I thought would be a 10 minute tour 
resulted in an exploration of over an hour.  We 
practiced for our April 29th worship service, did 
a flashlight scavenger hunt in the church looking 
for clues about people from the Bible, played 
games and finished the evening before bed with 
some yoga.  The youth were up early Saturday 
morning and out the door by 9 am!  Thanks to 
Pastor Arik and Kelsey for helping to chaperone 
this event! 



We are going to try something different 
for VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL this year.  We 
are going to do FOUR different Sundays 
throughout the summer with an emphasis on 
community outreach and experiences.  We are 
calling it VBS-DYI!  Our first event will be 
Sunday, June 24.  We will start with a picnic 
cookout after church with music and games and 
we will fill treat bags for our local police and 
firemen.  We hope to be able to deliver our 
treats to them or have them join us that day!  
We will begin immediately after worship and 
conclude no later than 2 pm!  THREE other 
dates are Sunday, July 8 from 4-7 pm, July 22 
from 4-7 pm and Sunday August 19 where we 
will gather at Huntington Beach after worship 
for another cook-out, time for swimming, and 
lots of fun activities!  More information and a 
brochure will be available in the June 
Messenger.  But plan ahead and mark your 
calendars for these FUN, INTER-
GENERATIONAL events at VBS-DYI! 

The Sunday School year ends Sunday, 
May 27.  Huge thanks to Sandy Chalkwater, 
Jenn Anderson, Kathy Pero, Karen Veliconia, 
Renee Dornan, Susan Dornan, Heather Smith 
and Nancy Franks for their commitment to 
teaching our children.  Overall, we averaged 23 
children each Sunday for the second semester 
(not including the nursery).  Summer Sunday 
School will be available starting Sunday, 
June 10 for those who were in our Pre-K 
through 2nd grade classes.  Our nursery 
kiddos will remain in the nursery as we will 
make the switches in September for a 3 year old 
classroom.  I am in need of 2 volunteers each 
Sunday this summer to oversee the Summer 
Sunday School.  One needs to be the “lead” 
teacher and the other volunteer just needs to be 
support and help.  Lessons/materials will be 
provided.  Please sign up outside my office. 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
Armed forces/military information:  

Packages are being sent overseas for your loved 
one or neighbor through a program called 
“Boxes from Home” at another church affiliate 
that Outreach is working with.  Please submit 

names with rank, branch of service and 
overseas mailing address to our committee 
along with your name and phone number so we 
might call you with any questions regarding the 
mailing information.  Put the information in an 
envelope and drop it in the offering plate 
marked “Outreach committee.” 

Mother’s Day mystery gift sharing is 
coming up soon.  Moms!  Look around for one 
or two of your kids’ handmade Mother’s Day 
treasures you received in the past that all of us 
can ooh and aah over as we remember the days 
when they were all too sweet.  Bring items in on 
May 6 or May 13.  A table will be at the front of 
the sanctuary to receive the items.  Please take 
them home again after the service is over…and 
Happy Mother’s Day to all the moms, nannas, 
etc. 

Annual rummage sale is Saturday, May 
19 from 9 am to 1 pm.  Bring your unwanted 
used and/or new treasures to the church 
between May 14 and May 18 during office 
hours and place them in the undercroft hallway 
against either wall, leaving a pathway down the 
middle and not blocking any doors.  Please do 
not leave items in fellowship hall as there are 
groups meeting there in the evenings.  We will 
be setting up for the sale on Friday, May 18.  
Interested in helping?  We would appreciate 
your services.  Call 327-9647 with your name 
and number.  The day of the sale we will need 
help during the sale and after the sale to pack 
up remaining items to be picked up.  All items 
need to be removed after the sale so fellowship 
hall is ready for church on Sunday.  This is an 
all-church project and proceeds go toward the 
restoration of the back entrance of the church.  
Let’s make this a huge success!! 

UCC special mission offering:  In May we 
will be collecting for Strengthen the Church, one 
of the five special offerings taken during the 
church year.  It is part of the church’s wider 
mission that brings hope to people around the 
world by building the future of the UCC through 
preparing full-time leaders for new churches in 
parts of the country where the UCC voice has 
not been heard, actually building new churches 
and supporting youth ministries where there are 
none today.  Reimagine our call to spread the 



word to all nations by building on our UCC 
heritage one congregation at a time.  Be 
generous.  Be thankful we can do it. 

Genesis House:  Look for the collection 
box in the Sunday school hallway for your 
donations of personal and sanitary items for 
women and children.  A list of the items to be 
collected is located above the collection box. 

Dining out fundraiser:  On Thursday, 
May 24 we will be dining at the Applebee’s in 
Avon Commons, 35916 Detroit Road, between 
Kohl’s and Home Depot.  We will get 15% back 
on all food purchases which will go toward the 
new back entrance project.  The flyer (found 
later in this newsletter) must be presented at 
the time of purchase to your server.  

Thank you to Jerry Henson for taking the 
canned goods to Community Care for their 
distribution. 
  

Deacons’ Desk – Lynne Petroff 
Spring has finally sprung and Easter has 

passed.  As Deacons, we are now in a calmer, 
less busy time of year.  However, we have lost a 
few deacons since the beginning of the year and 
could use more.  Our job as deacons is two-
fold.  We help the pastor with the Sunday 
service - keep it flowing smoothly and handle 
things that might come up, serve and provide 
communion, oversee the ushers and their 
duties, etc.  The second part is congregational 
care.  We try to make sure that everyone in our 
congregation is being cared for and are always 
looking for ways to keep in touch with them. 

If you think this is a calling for you, 
please let one of us know.  We will welcome you 
with open arms and work around your schedule 
as best we can. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
Lots of projects and activity throughout 

the church in the coming weeks; and while there 
is always activity, we hope to ramp it up soon.  

During last year’s spring clean-up, Linda 
Matis found a set of stained glass windows that 
were above the old side door entrance.  We 

have had these refurbished and will be hanging 
these in the glass door entryway.   

We will be improving our technology with 
a wall-mount television in fellowship hall.  This 
will make our set up for the coffee shop service 
easier and will be able to be used for various 
events.  There will also be one in the Sunday 
School wing to help with the Christian Education 
programs.  

We hope to have news on a couple of 
other projects to be announced soon.  

We would like to announce that Bruce 
Griswold is our new custodian.  Bruce is the 
husband of our cleaning person, Jo Ann, and he 
has already jumped head first into the position 
with gusto.  There are a myriad of small projects 
that will be done soon and he is working with 
the Trustees to make all of our projects happen. 
If you see Bruce around, make sure to introduce 
yourself and say hello.  

Special thanks go out to Lynne and Dean 
Lipperman for their donation of a lawn mower to 
help take care of some of the more challenging 
areas of the church grounds. 

Thanks to everyone for their support and 
patience in all that we do. 

 

 
 
Men’s Night Out:   Do you enjoy watching a 
good game of America’s pastime - baseball?  If 
you do, then plan to join us for a Lake Erie 
Crushers’ game on Saturday, June 9.  Tickets 
are $9 each ($1 discount for 15 or more) and 
parking is $4.  Sign up on the sheet in fellowship 
hall by May 27 with your name, phone 
number and the number of tickets 
desired.  Any questions, please contact 
Jerry Henson at 440-458-6763. 



Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger 
Happy May Day!  May Day is a public 

holiday usually celebrated May 1.  It is an 
ancient northern hemisphere spring festival and 
a traditional spring holiday in many cultures.  
Dances, singing and cake are usually part of the 
festivities.  Sounds good to me! 

The earliest May Day celebrations 
appeared with the festival of Flora, the Roman 
goddess of flowers, during the Roman Republic 
era.  As Europe became Christianized, the pagan 
holidays lost their religious character and May 
Day changed into a popular secular celebration.  
May Day was also celebrated by some early 
European settlers of the American continent.  In 
some parts of the United States May baskets are 
made.  These are small baskets filled with 
flowers or treats and left on someone's 
doorstep.  The giver rings the doorbell and runs 
away.  This is the version I remember growing 
up. 

May Day celebrations were common at 
women's colleges and academic institutions in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. This is a tradition that continues at 
Bryn Mawr College and Brenau University to this 
day. 

You've probably heard of the maypole, a 
pole painted and decorated with flowers around 
which people traditionally dance on Mayday, 
holding long ribbons that are attached to the top 
of the pole.  There is a wonderful video of 
young girls dancing around the maypole to 
music.  You can find it on You Tube: Maypole 
Dance, Charter Day 2013, Greenwich Academy. 

This is such a joyous, fun holiday, like the 
joy and hope that spring brings.  So connect 
with nature, enjoy May, enjoy the flowers and 
give God the glory.  Joy and hope are good for 
the body and the soul. 

 
 
 

Women’s Book Club:  All book club gatherings 
are at 7 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 
May 21:  The Pecan Man by Cassie Dandridge 
& Suzanne Toren 

 
 

 
 

Community Care Benefit Concert:  If you 
missed it, you missed a wonderful afternoon of 
musical performances by Sue Cowen, Travis 
Hogue-Smith, Jan Krueger, Lynne Lipperman, 
Bob Liston, Arik Borstad, Karen Dreger, Roy 
Dreger, Betty Fitts, Jack Fitts, Jerry Henson, 
Matthew Hogue-Smith, Mary Ireland, Pat Kyle, 
Beckie Schupbach, Andrew Veliconia and Kelsey 
Veliconia and a photography display by Tim 
Creamer.  Thank you to all of the performers 
who shared their time and talent with us today.  
A very special thank you to Lynne Lipperman 
for all the extra time she gave in preparation for 
this event.  Donations for Community Care 
totaled $465.00.  (photo credit Dean Lipperman) 

 
 

 
                 
5/1 Shirley Sunyak 
5/5 Megan O’Neill 
5/9 Maynard Ickes 
5/13 Chris Dlugosz 
5/14 Greg Dudek 
5/15 Regenia Comerford 
5/15 Kate Harrold 
5/15 Gary Hannold 
5/18 Charlotte Katonka 
5/21 Bob Olesen 
5/26 Dean Lipperman 
5/30 Sue Mays 
5/31 Sallie Sasse 

 5/3 Cliff & Anne Schreiber 
 5/15 Jack & Betty Fitts 
 5/29 Dave & Peggy Poe 
 

 



Ushers & Greeters 
April  

29 Millie Gilly, Mary Ireland, Joe Pesch 
May  

6 Ric Sasse, Linda Matis, Edie Phillips 
13 Lynne Petroff, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay 
20 Shirley Sunyak, Dale & Becky Williams 
27 Pete Veliconia, Tim & Tess Anderson 

Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect attendance 
sheets and Communion cups after the service.  

Acolytes 
April  

29 Claire Wolanski 
May  

6 Jillian Smoker 
13 Rhys Kyser 
20 Alexys Webb 
27 Ben Dornan 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

Nursery 
April  

29 Shirley Sunyak 
May  

6 Ann Olesen 
13 Shirley Sunyak 
20 Linda Matis 
27 Ann Olesen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome Summer!  

Potluck 

Sunday, May 27 
following traditional worship service 

(approx. 11:30 am) 
Please bring a dish to share 

based on last name beginning with: 
A – H     main dishes 
I – M     desserts 
N – Z     side dishes/salads 

Join us for a time of good food and good friends 
and we end our Sunday school year and look 
forward to summer! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

begins June 3 with coffee hour to follow 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

2  
Choir 7 pm 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

4  
 

5  
Spring clean-up 9 am 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

6  
Outreach 9 am 
Communion 
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 

Ladies’ Tea 1-3 pm 
 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

9  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

11  
 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

13  
Mother’s Day 
Coffee Shop  
Service  9:00 
May birthdays’ 
celebration 
Traditional Service 10:30 

 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

16  
Choir 7 pm 
Newsletter articles 
due 

17  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

18  
Rummage sale set up 
9 am 

19  
Rummage sale  
9 am -1 pm 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

20  
Pentecost 
Communion 
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 

21  
Women’s Book Club  
7 pm 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

23  
Choir 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

24  
Applebees Dine & 
Donate fundraiser 
11am-9pm 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

25  
Hospitality w/a Heart 
 
 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples Recovery 7 pm 

27 
Coffee Shop Service  9:00 
Traditional Service 10:30 
Last Sunday School 
before summer 

Welcome Summer! 
Potluck after 2nd service 

28  
Memorial Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

30  
 

31  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

 

Pastor Arik on vacation 5/28-6/3 

Rummage sale drop off 9 am - noon 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning about our church’s 
founders  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth group lock in 
 
 
 
Practicing their 
parts for the 
youth-led service 
on  
April 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

T-SHIRT & TOTE BAG 

STYLES 

Front      Back 

<blank> 

<right chest area> 

<blank> 

<right chest area> 

<right chest area> 



ORDER FORM 

 

T-shirt colors:    Ink colors:  Pricing: 

Yellow  Blue   Black   T-shirt $10 

Black  Pink   White   Tote bag $8 

Red  White 

Purple  Grey 

Green 

 

Name:  _________________________________________________ 

 

Adult or 

Child Size 

Shirt 

Color Ink Color Style Quantity 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

Ink 

Color 

Tote Bag 

Style 

Quantity 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

      Total Due: _____________ 

 

 

Please include payment with order. 

Make checks payable to First Congregational Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T-shirts are Gildan brand, 
preshrunk, & 100% cotton. 
 
Tote bags are beige canvas. 


