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From the Pastor’s Pen
September has arrived, and with it brings new and exciting things at
First Congregational UCC. Energy is in the air as our children return to
Sunday School and as we get back to our two service schedule. For those
who have never attended our first service before, it is a more laid back
service with a casual atmosphere that takes place in our Fellowship Hall
every Sunday at 9 am. It is a shorter service with more contemporary
music, and you are invited to enjoy coffee and snacks as you worship! If
you’ve never given it a try before, now is the time!
Additionally, on September 9 we will be looking into the Jewish
festival of Rosh Hashanah and what makes the day so special to our Jewish
brothers and sisters around the globe. A special ram’s horn (known as the
shofar) will be blown during the service to mark the beginning of the holiday.
Then on September 16 we will have the privilege of welcoming
Matthew Hogue-Smith into our pulpit once again to offer us guidance during
worship. I will be away at an overnight lock-in with some of our youth, so
Matthew has volunteered to step in and preach for the second service while I
am away. If you’ve never heard Matthew preach before, you don’t want to
miss out!
Looking ahead a bit, on October 21 we will be having our silent
auction fundraiser for our organ. There have been sign-up sheets at the
church over this past month, and we are asking for people to donate one or
more items that they have made to be sold at the auction. Whether you
bake a cake, sew, knit, stamp, create cards, woodwork, or have any other
talent, we would love to share your gift and raise money for an excellent
cause. If you are interested in donating items and have not signed up yet,
please let me know as we are starting the process of getting this fundraiser
organized.
My friends, as we move forward into the fall, I ask for your prayers
for all of our young people returning to school. Some of us may have been
finished with our schooling for many years now, but in some ways it is
harder to be a kid now than ever before. With the rise of cyber bullying and
in an era of increasing divisiveness, many of our children face challenges we
have never faced before. I encourage all of us to reach out to our young
people this school year and ask them how things are going. Let them know

that they are loved and have you in their corner,
no matter what they might face. Our children
are the not just the future of our congregation,
but they are the future of this world, so let us
do what we can to show them our love and
support.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Arik
Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger

You are invited to pray in the language &
tradition of your choice. There are several
things that we say every week in the course of
the Sunday service. I can think of the Doxology
and the Gloria Patri. We say these from
memory almost without thinking about
them. Another one is the Lord's Prayer. I got
to thinking about this and remembered that we
had a translation from the Cherokee
language. I thought I would do a comparison,
so here is the English translation of The Lord's
Prayer from the Cherokee:
Our Father heaven dweller, My loving to thy name.
Here upon earth let happen what you think,
The same as in heaven is done.
Daily our food give to us this day,
Forgive us our debts, the same as we forgive our
debtors,
And do not temptation being lead us into,
Deliver us from evil existing.
For thine your Lordship is,
And the power is
And the glory is forever. Amen
I think this is an example of how a
translation can sometimes give us a new
understanding of what we thought we
understood. Phrases such as “Here upon earth
let happen what you think, The same as in
heaven is done” and “Deliver us from evil
existing” made me think about what it was that
I was saying. The phrase that caught my
attention the most is “My loving to thy name”. I
never thought of it this way, but having read it
makes it not only clearer to me, but more
meaningful as it seems somehow more
personal. Maybe when we read something we
all know, but it is written differently from what
we are used to, we have to focus on it. I know

that the next time I say The Lord's Prayer I am
going to think more about it.
Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec
Welcome back! It has been a busy
summer and now it is time to get back into the
routine of Fall! I encourage you to make
Sunday School and worship part of your weekly
routine this year. Sunday School starts on
September 9 during
the 10:30 service.
Children will start in
worship and leave after
the children’s time.
Classes this year include
a 3/4 year old class, a
Pre-K-1st grade class, a
2nd/3rd grade class and a 4th-6th grade class.
There are 34 children on our roster and I hope
to see all of their shining faces this fall! If you
did not get my welcome letter in the past two
weeks, please let me know. Please bring with
you on September 9 your child’s registration
form. (Don’t forget: the first Sunday of each
month the kids stay in the sanctuary for the
entire service.)
Our youth group (grades 4-6) will begin
their fall programming with an overnight at St.
John UCC Elmore, Ohio the weekend of
September 15-16. We have been invited
(actually I asked ) to hear Andra Moran, a
Christian singer/song writer. Many of our young
adults are very familiar with her music and have
met her at youth events in the past. She will be
doing a concert, many youth activities and
worship on Sunday morning. A permission slip
and details of the trip will be forthcoming soon
to parents.
Five of our youth helped out one Friday
this summer at the Boys and Girls Club in
Orrville, Ohio. They helped with crafts and
distributing weekend lunch supplies. We
stopped at Smucker’s Visitor Center on the way
there. Thank you to Susan Dornan and Matt
Karlovec for helping out on this trip.
This summer we also did a very different
VBS. We called it DIY-VBS! VBS curriculum is
very expensive and unless you have a church to
share the cost and can agree on the program, it

is almost cost prohibitive for smaller churches.
Hence, I decided to do a “Do It Yourself”
intergenerational program based on the “Fruits
of the Spirits.” We did four Sundays throughout
the summer and averaged 45 people for each
session. Utilizing the community and some
church members as resources, we had a funfilled VBS! Many thanks to those who helped
and participated! Special thanks to Joe Pesch
who arranged for our last session to be at Pier
Lon Campgrounds. What a fun, relaxing
afternoon! A perfect way to end the summer!
Just a heads up for upcoming events…
October 28, 6-7 pm: TRUNK OR TREAT
November 18: Messy Christmas (similar to
the program we did during Lent)
December 9: Gingerbread House
Construction
Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks
Save the date! Save the date! Our blood
drive will be on September 16 and we need as
many warm-blooded volunteers as we can get to
sign up and give us the privilege
of sharing your blood with a
fellow human being that needs
your blood through LifeShare
Community Blood Services.
The bloodmobile will arrive at
11 am. Will your name be on
the donor list?? Please say yes! It’s a simple
process that doesn’t take very long. Do a
wonderful, personal thing for someone you’ll
never meet, but who waits patiently for your
life-giving blood to help them heal. Give as if
your life depends on it…someday it just might!!
Someone from Outreach will be asking you to
sign up to donate; please say YES!
Working for you to help serve others—
your Outreach committee in action! But it works
even better if we all pitch in together!
Back-to-school personal clothing items
are needed for Community Care kids. Please
bring in new boys and girls underwear,
undershirts and socks for kids in grades K-12.
Place the items in the box next to the
schoolhouse in the Sunday school hallway.
Thank you very much in advance!

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith…and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
from God…not by works, so that no one can boast.
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do.” Ephesians 2:8-10 (copied from
Mornings with Jesus)
Deacons’ Desk – Kathy Pero
It’s 11:30. Class dismissed. The youth
are released to their families, typically with
smiles and a handful of take home papers and
projects. As a Sunday school teacher, new
Deacon, and a parent, I want to encourage ALL
of us to ask this simple question to the youth,
“What did you learn today in Sunday school?”
WAIT…PAUSE…. LISTEN. If you get no
responses, bend down to their eye level and
ask, “Show me what you have in your hand.”
Again…WAIT … PAUSE… and LISTEN.
I have learned over the past three years
that there is MAGIC happening in the sanctuary
and in the Sunday school rooms. Our work as a
congregation is to appreciate the valuable
lessons that are happening on both sides of the
brown door.
I am blessed to see the children learning,
laughing, questioning, and wondering during
each Sunday school lesson. I also watch the
friendships blossom in the youth group. Finally,
I witness the hard work and dedication of our
Deacons to make each service special. Take a
minute to pause and reflect on all that goes on
in our amazing church!
Happy September, everyone. Let’s have
a wonderful school year together!
Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia
Fall is almost here and before you know
it, the snow will be flying and jolly old Saint Nick
will be making a visit. As such, we need to
ensure that winterization at the church will be
occurring. One of the things that we need to
have is a list of go-to places that we can use if
needed. This is where all of you come in. We
are looking for a plumber and electrician that we
can depend on if needed. Most of the trades
are covered but we would like to have these

places on call and have a solid relationship with
them before emergencies occur. Please let any
of the Trustees know if you have a go-to
person.
We will soon be starting our annual
budget planning time and you will be receiving a
mailing detailing the year’s theme and when the
important dates will occur. This is never easy to
do and we always dread asking for money, but it
is a necessary part of the job. Please start
thinking of the ways that you could help. The
next couple of years will be challenging due to
the road widening and some work that we need
to do, so your cooperation and generosity will
be appreciated.

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger
Mercy's tips to keep your kids healthy this
school year: Soon children will be back to
school, if not back already. There are a few
simple things you can do
to get them ready for a
safe and healthy school
year. Check with their
doctor to make sure
that they are up to date
with their vaccines. Make
sure they know to wash their hands with soap
and water, that they shouldn't share drinks with
their friends, and that they need to cover their
coughs and sneezes, preferably with their
elbows and not their hands.
It's time to help your kids get back into a
regular routine and make sure that they get
enough sleep. If your children do become sick,
keep them home. The rest will help them heal
and prevent the illness from spreading to other
children.
If a child has a fever greater than 100.4
degrees, he or she should stay home until the
fever has subsided for 24 hours. A child should
also stay home if they are vomiting or have
diarrhea. For certain viral or bacterial infections
that are considered highly contagious such as
pink eye, he or she needs to stay home. In
most cases, he or she will need 24 hours of
antibiotics and then they can return to school.
Another consideration this school year is
getting your children flu shots. You should ask

your doctor whether or not your children are
good candidates for flu shots.
I hope all of our young students will have
a healthy and fun year of learning!

Women’s Book Club
Our September meeting will be on
September 17 at the church at 7:00 pm to
discuss Max Lucado's Traveling Light. Our
October meeting will be October 15 at the
church at 7:00 pm discussing Jody Picoult's
Small Great Things. All women are welcome!

Want to improve your health, increase flexibility,
reduce stress, & rejuvenate your mind, body & spirit?

Come to Yoga!
When: Saturdays 11am - 12 pm
Where: North Ridgeville UCC Fellowship Hall
Registered Yoga Instructor, Allison Borstad, will be
offering a relaxing, restorative yoga class open and
accessible to all ages, body types, fitness abilities and
levels of experience.
Please bring a yoga/fitness mat and
wear clothes you can move and stretch in.
There is a suggested donation of $5.00 per class.
Feel free to call or email Allison at 440-222-7810 or
Allison.borstad@gmail.com with questions.
*Please be aware this class involves some challenging
stretching poses. Allison is able to provide modifications
and alternative poses to help most students challenge
themselves in a way that feels comfortable and safe.
However, if you have any conditions that cause severe
dizziness or significantly limit your mobility, this class may
not be for you. Please discuss yoga practice with your
doctor, and/or call Allison to see if this class is right for you.

Ushers & Greeters
September
2
Regenia Comerford, Mary Ireland, Joe Pesch
9
Ric Sasse, Edie Phillips, Lynne Petroff
16
Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay, Shirley Sunyak
23
Dale & Becky Williams, Linda Matis
30
Millie Gilly, Pete Veliconia, Bob Franks
Usher’s responsibilities are also to collect attendance
sheets and Communion cups after the service.

Acolytes & Junior Deacon
September
2
Dahlia Wolanski
Claire Wolanski
9
Abby Anderson
n/a
16
Beth Dornan
n/a
23
Arden Dlugosz
n/a
30
Will Schupbach
n/a
If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled
Sunday, please contact the church office.

Nursery
September
2
9
16
23
30

Renee Dornan
Linda Matis
Ann Olesen
Shirley Sunyak
Linda Matis

9/2
9/2
9/2
9/2
9/7
9/7
9/10
9/13
9/17
9/17
9/21
9/23
9/24
9/25
9/26
9/26
9/26
9/29

Sandy Gast
Cady Kyser
Ian Kyser
Mackenzie Pero-Luter
Becky Williams
Ella Eaton
Jody Millar
Rhys Kyser
Vi Elrod
Linda Matis
Kari Dlugosz
Mary Ireland
Holly Chalkwater
Rich Vulcan
Brenda Schutz
Kris Dornan
Kurt Dornan
Karen Mytnick
9/1
Henry & Vaughn Repenning
9/6
Dennis & Angelina Huffman
9/20 Pete & Karen Veliconia

Blood Drive
First Congregational Church
Sunday, September 16
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sept. 2:
Sept. 9:
Sept. 16:
Oct. 21:
Oct. 28:
Nov. 24:
Dec. 1:
Dec. 9:

Two service schedule returns
Sunday school returns
Blood drive
Silent auction fundraiser
Trunk or Treat
Decorate church for holidays
Craft show
Gingerbread house extravaganza!

Photo ID required

Dear church friends,
Your kindness is overwhelming! Thank
you for the calls, cards and prayers for
our continued healing. It’s working!!
Bob & Nancy Franks

Sun

2
Outreach 9 am
Communion
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
9
Sunday School begins
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
September birthdays’
celebration
Traditional Service 10:30
Hall rented 1-5 pm (Goode)
16
Newsletter articles due
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
Blood Drive 11am-1pm
 Youth group overnight
lock-in at St. John UCC
23
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30

30
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
Deacons 11:30

Mon

Tue

3
Labor Day – OFFICE
CLOSED

4
CE 7 pm
Trustees 7 pm

AA Women 7 pm
10

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
11

AA Women 7 pm
17
Women’s Book Club
7 pm

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
18

AA Women 7 pm
24

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
25

AA Women 7 pm

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm

Wed

Thu

5

6

12

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
13

19

26

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
20
Council 7 pm

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
27
Vidumsky/Goode
rehearsal dinner 6
pm/wedding rehearsal
7 pm

Fri

7

14

21

28
Vidumsky/Goode
wedding 5 pm
Hospitality with a
Heart

AA Women 6 pm (up?)
LCAS 6:30 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm (up?)

Sat
1
Wygal/Fusik wedding
rehearsal 4 pm
Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
8
Wygal/Fusik wedding
4 pm
Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
15
Youth group overnight
lock-in at St. John UCC,
Elmore, OH 
Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
22

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
29

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm

ORDER FORM
T-shirt colors:
Yellow
Black
Red
Purple
Green

T-SHIRT & TOTE BAG
STYLES

Ink colors:
Black
White

Blue
Pink
White
Grey

Pricing:
T-shirt $10
Tote bag $8

Front

Back

Name: _________________________________________________
Adult or
Child

Size

Shirt
Color

Ink Color

Style

Quantity

<blank>

Ink
Color

Tote Bag
Style

Quantity

T-shirts are Gildan brand,
preshrunk, & 100% cotton.

<right chest area>

Tote bags are beige canvas.

<right chest area>
Total Due: _____________
<blank>
Please include payment with order.
Make checks payable to First Congregational Church.

<right chest area>

Don’t let our homebound members feel forgotten!
A card, call or visit will brighten their day!
Pat Chapman
440-322-2379
223 Cornell Ave.
Elyria, OH 44035
Birthday: December 31

Norma Curren
440-327-4833
36196 Aurensen
N. Ridgeville, OH 44039
Birthday: October 28

Mary Jane Dreger
440-748-2648
9340 Island Rd.
N. Ridgeville, OH 44039
Birthday: March 6

Florence Garner

Peg Hopkins
440-327-6215
6110 Wallace Blvd.
N. Ridgeville, OH 44039
Birthday: February 19

Matt Karlovec
440-365-0922
105 Windbrook Ct.
Elyria, OH 44035
Birthday: October 26

Bob Schmittgen
440-937-2755
35755 Detroit Rd. Apt. 1403
Avon, OH 44011
Birthday: April 2

37800 French Creek Rm. 410
Avon, OH 44011

Sunday, October 21, 2018
at 12:00 p.m.
to raise funds to repair the
church's pipe organ
The organ is a 1950-something Blanchard pipe organ
and is a staple of our worship services. It is in need
of some major repairs, totaling approx. $25,000.
Some items you will be able to bid on are:
 quilt made by Betty Noland
 handmade coasters
 crocheted blanket
 photography
 woodworking items
 and many more!!!
Light refreshments will be available during the
auction.
Bring your checkbooks,
win some wonderful items,
and help us repair our pipe organ!

Ron Gibson, our previous organist and choir
director who was beloved by our congregation,
passed away on August 22, 2018. Ron's journey
was extraordinary and showed incredible
strength even as his time drew to a close. A
memorial service was held at Peace Community
Church in Oberlin and a large number of our
congregants were in attendance to celebrate
Ron’s life and show their love for him. Ron is
now playing music, pain free, for all of eternity
in heaven. Rest in peace, Ron Gibson.

Work Hard Get Better-House Edition!
For those of you who don't know our story, my
fiancé and love of my life, Matt Karlovec, contracted
Viral Encephalitis in February of 2013. He was in his
first year of teaching kindergarteners with Autism.
The severity of the Encephalitis left him with a
debilitating traumatic brain injury, which included
(and still includes) major hearing, vision, and motor
issues. He lost his ability to read and write, and every
day is what he describes as "Groundhog Day"
combined with "50 First Dates." He continues to
make slow and steady progress but still has a long
road ahead.
As of today, Matt and I have many BIG changes
going on in our lives! In December, Matt asked me to
marry him (here is our love story again!) where he
gets therapy and we've begun the wedding planning
process! I've also just finished up my first semester of
grad school and am gearing up to start another one in
the fall. And of course, the big one...we just bought
a HOUSE!! We are so excited for this journey-and
a little nervous! We have thought and prayed on this
decision for a long time. As you might have guessed,
we will have to make many modifications on our
house that are going to cost significantly more to us.
Matt is the hardest-working person I've ever
known. He is always putting others before himself
and I cannot think of a person more deserving of his
dream home. He is constantly telling me how hard it
is to not be able to help out in the way he used to-I
want to try to put that worry aside for him. We
would be so grateful for any help along our
journey.
We are beyond blessed to have a wonderful support
system-our friends and family means the world to us.
Matt continues to be an inspiration to so many, so
please feel free to share far and wide - companies and
organizations included! Thank you in advance for
your continuing support along this exciting journey!
Love,
Cathleen and Matt
To donate: https://www.gofundme.com/work-hardget-betterhouse-edition .

