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From the Pastor’s Pen
Somehow we have made it to November, and we find ourselves
nearing the finish line of the end of the year. I have always been told that
time goes by faster as you get older, but I didn’t know it would feel like a
sprint now that I’ve turned 30 (on 11/2)! Still, despite the fact that there are
only a handful of weeks left before the end of the year, each one is filled to
the brim with events as we approach the Advent season.
On November 4 we will be celebrating All Saints Sunday, a time where
we lift up those in our lives who have passed before us. Whether they have
left us recently or have been gone for quite some time, we will have the
opportunity to light candles to remember them and the way they continue to
live on in our hearts. Following worship on November 4 we will be hosting
our monthly bible study which runs from 12 pm until 1 pm, where we will
explore issues related to our scripture and the history of our faith. Everyone
is welcome to join!
Then on November 11 we will be celebrating our veterans in worship
with our special Veteran’s Day service. Join us as we give thanks and honor
all of those who have sacrificed so much for the sake of others.
On November 18 we will celebrate the season of Thanksgiving in
worship in the morning, and later in the evening join together with other
local churches at Fields United Methodist Church as we hold our annual
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service. Join us as we come together as a
community to give thanks for the amazing work that God has done in our
world!
Also on November 18 we will have our congregational meeting after
the second service, where we will vote on our budget and slate of officers for
the upcoming year. Our finances are not as solid as they have been in
previous years, yet our growth means we need to contribute more resources
to our programming. Our church is still growing, but as it does it puts a
strain on our already limited resources. If you are able to, please consider
pledging just a little bit more this year to help us make ends meet; and if
you have never pledged before but are a consistent giver, by putting down
your offering on a pledge card it help us to faithfully budget and plan for the
next year.
Finally, I want to give thanks for two special ways in which God has
been at work in our community. The first is that our community

demonstrated its generosity during our silent
auction event as we raised money for our organ
repairs. Over the course of the afternoon we
raised $7,500 to go toward the $25,000 needed
for this much needed service. We will continue
to raise money in the coming months and years,
and you will have an opportunity to sponsor an
organ pipe for those who want to commemorate
a loved one or special event for years to come.
Additionally, we have been blessed as we
have welcomed Kerry
Davis into our staff as our
new Music Minister. Kerry
is an absolute delight and
has brought some much
needed life and energy
into our worship. Now is a
great time to join the choir
as we work to build a
program that will grow
into the future.
Thank you all for your love and
dedication to our congregation, and know that
your gifts of time, talent, treasure, and trust do
not go unnoticed. May we continue to build
upon the wonderful things taking place at First
Congregational as we step forward into the
world God has envisioned for us all!
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Arik
Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger
“For the love of money is the root of all evil” (1
Timothy 6:10 KJV)
Karen and I have a three year old
grandson, perhaps you've seen him. He hasn't
attended very often, and he won't go into the
sanctuary –“too noisy” – so you may have
missed him. Sometimes Karen and I take him to
our house or a park, just to play. If he is having
fun it can be tough to get him to leave to go
home. He will want to do something “just one
more time”, or do “just one more thing”.
Sometimes we adults can play at that
game also, only we play it by wanting to own
“just one more thing”. We do need to provide
for ourselves and our families, but sometimes
we venture just a little farther down the path

and decide that we need a TV that is as big as
our neighbors; or we buy something that we
don't need, but is what we feel we “deserve”.
Well, if you are troubled by these things,
then I have a way to help you get over any
feelings of guilt or sinfulness. Just take your
pledge card for 2019 and fill it out and see if
your soul doesn't feel cleansed! Now, wasn't
that easy?
Seriously, your pledge is a tangible way
for you to show your commitment not only to
your church, but also to show your support for
what the church does and stands for. You really
are part of something much bigger than just the
North Ridgeville First Congregational
Church. Your participation is part of the ministry
of Christ all over the world.
Thank you for your prayerful
consideration of this important part of our
church's continuing ministry.
Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec
Thank you! Words cannot tell you how I
felt listening to your video message
from worship on October 14. I
had just left worshipping with my
sister and brother in a 350 year
old UCC church in Guilford,
Connecticut when my phone
dinged that I had a message. God was
definitely listening and speaking that day! It is
moments like this that you appreciate beyond
measure your church family!!
In November we typically present Bibles
to our second graders. This year I am waiting
until early 2019 to present them with their
Bibles. I want to be sure that I have all second
graders accounted for. With my rocky start to
this school year, I do not have a firm handle on
numbers and I do not want to forget anyone!
Looking ahead to December, we have a
VERY SPECIAL INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT
scheduled for Sunday, December 9.
Starting at noon, we will have an
Advent/Christmas workshop!
First up on that Sunday will be our
gingerbread house
extravaganza! The cost for each
house is $5.00 and reservations MUST be in by

December 1. Following our house building
event will be an afternoon of fun “Messy
Church” centers/activities for people of all ages!
These centers/activities will be available from
approximately 1 pm to 3 pm. At 3 pm we will
gather in the sanctuary for a very short worship
and everyone should be on their way by 3:30.
There will be a free will offering to help defray
the costs for this part of the event. Bring a
lunch to eat during coffee hour. Please sign up
for BOTH events outside of my office.
Deadline for sign-ups is December 1!
I am still looking for someone to help
support the K/1st grade classroom once a
month! If you can, please volunteer! Also, I
will have the new Sunday School curriculum
available for pick-up for the K-1 grade, 2-3
grade and 4-6 grade classes on Tuesday,
November 20. I will be available from 6:30-8:00
pm at the church. Teachers, feel free to stop in
and pick up your curriculum that night!

H appy Thanksgiving!
Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks
Clothing for Community Care school kids:
Thank you for caring and sharing for less
fortunate children in our community. We ask for
your assistance and you always come through.
Know your generosity will be helping to keep a
group of kids warmer this winter.
Neighbors in Need: Last year this special
collection netted about $250 toward justice
issues for those with no voice and water for the
thirsty and needy families for watering crops
and cattle for survival. We will always have
problems to deal with in the world – many
beyond our personal ability to change – but we
can make a difference together and that’s what
this program is all about. Thank you for
sharing.
Community Care has empty shelves: Let’s
fill them up this month. There are
many mouths to fill especially during
the holidays and Community Care is
there to help. We need to get the
food to the empty shelves so no one
goes hungry in our city. Please be
generous and if you prefer to make a

monetary donation for fresh items, please make
checks payable to First Congregational Church
so we can make one big check to Community
Care by November 15. Place your donation
marked “Community Care Thanksgiving” in the
offering plate on Sunday. Bring in your food
donations and put them in the cauldron in the
Sunday school wing, the plastic tub in fellowship
hall, or the cradle in the narthex. Blessings to
all of you!
Care Notes are available for the holidays:
Need some caring words to help you or a friend
through the upcoming holidays? Stop by the
Care Notes display located next to the mailboxes
in fellowship hall and select a booklet of
comforting words to ease you through the days
ahead. Free to you from the Outreach
Committee.
The Giving Tree: Look for our chance to make
a difference in a child’s Christmas
from our gift giving pick-an-ornamentand-fill-a-request tree. Ornaments go
quickly and the requests need to be
filled at least two weeks before
Christmas. But oh, what a joy to be
experienced by both the giver and
recipient on Christmas Day! Directions will be
available at the tree in fellowship hall in the
coming weeks.

Thanksgiving sharing and caring w ith fam ily and
friends from our com m ittee to you. Peace, joy and
love. Believe!
Deacons’ Desk – Tracy Smoker
November: the leaves are falling, the air
is crisp, apples abound, and we are coming
upon Thanksgiving. What a fantastic holiday
that is completely secular in today’s time, yet
embodies so much of our faith. As I saw a dear
friend posted recently on social media, there is
always something to be grateful (or thankful)
for. I get very wrapped up in the holidays,
planning for visitors, decorating, cooking,
baking, working, and generally trying to survive
in life that I forget to stop and be thankful. I
am thankful that my kiddos are healthy and
happy. They have full bellies and a safe place
to live. I am thankful to have a spouse who
supports me, regardless of whatever endeavor I

have decided to go overboard on. I have a
loving family. I don’t have to worry about
lacking for food, shelter, healthcare, or clothing.
I work at a place that is very accommodating to
someone who is both a professional and a
parent. What a great time to be alive! There is
so much tragedy, heartbreak, and sorrow in the
world. I endeavor to remind myself to be
thankful for what I have.
Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia
As part of our continued efforts to
communicate the progress of all of our projects,
we want to let you know that the back
door/overhang project will be done in early
2019. We have been working behind the scenes
to ensure the project is as budget-friendly as
possible; and because of this, the project will
not be done in 2018 as was planned. We thank
you for your continued patience as we move
forward. We hope to break ground in the
spring and anticipate a three to four week time
frame from first shovel to completion.
We are optimistic as we look toward 2019
as we hope to present a balanced budget at the
congregational meeting in November. We
believe that all the boards have done an
excellent job of controlling expenses as much as
possible and Linda has always kept us apprised
of where we stand financially. We have had a
couple of large expenses that were a surprise
but that is to be expected in a building that is
older. Thankfully, this is not going to break us.
We are still looking for a couple of
companies that we could have in our pocket to
use on an as-needed basis--plumbers,
electricians, and a tree trimming service are the
three big ones for now. Please share your best
go-to companies that you use and would be
willing to partner with us. We would rather
have relationships before we have an
“emergency”.

FAQ about Pledging
Q: What does it mean to make a financial
pledge?
A: Making a financial pledge is promising to give a
specific dollar amount of your financial resources.
Q: Why is pledging important?
A: Pledging is important because it allows you to
reflect on the gifts God has given you and show
your thanks for those gifts by giving back to the
church. There is also a very practical reason:
Each year we create a budget based on the total
income we expect to receive the next year
(pledges). The budget is the foundation for
planning for the next year’s events.
Q: What are the areas I can pledge to?
A: We have three pledging accounts – operating,
outreach and general capital. Pledges to the
operating fund help to pay for the day-to-day
expenses of the church including utilities and
salaries. Outreach pledges are used to help
support outreach efforts in the wider community
and world. Pledges to the general capital fund are
used for the overall maintenance and upkeep of
the church building and grounds.
Q: Who should make a financial pledge to the
church?
A: Everyone! Even if you are not a member of First
Congregational Church, you can still pledge. It
takes the help of everyone in the church to allow
us to function and do God’s work.

PLEDGE CARDS ARE DUE
BEFORE OR ON
NOVEMBER 11.
If you have any questions about pledging or
the church’s financial reports, please contact
Linda Matis, financial secretary,
or a member of the Board of Trustees.

Ushers & Greeters

Women’s Book Club
Our November meeting will be November
19 at the church at 7:00 pm and we will be
discussing Ohio by Stephen Markely. On
December 19 we will be discussing Merry and
Bright by Debbie Macomber. All women are
welcome!

11/2
11/5
11/6
11/8
11/11
11/14
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/24
11/27

Arik Borstad
Susan Dornan
Ric Sasse
Dave Ireland
Andrew Veliconia
Paul Wolanski
Keith Schoonover
Millie Anderson
Yung Do
Tracy Smoker
Bob Stamper
11/28 Yung & Annie Do

WANTED: Monetary support for Craft Fair
Café supplies! The Café at the Craft Fair needs
your help! Monetary donations from church
members are needed to buy the meat,
soup/sloppy joe/chili/hot dog supplies as well as
the other items needed to make the Café so
successful! Your monetary donations last year
covered the cost of all the supplies which means
the money earned from the Café was 100%
PROFIT! Our purchasing the supplies and
asking for monetary donations as opposed to
asking you to purchase the items is more cost
effective. Donations can go in the offering plate
marked CAFÉ DONATION any time in November!
Thank you for your support!

October
28
November
4
11
18
25
December
2

Edie Phillips, Lynne Petroff, Krista O’Neill
Nancy Findlay, Vi Elrod, Nancy Long
Dale & Becky Williams, Linda Matis
Pete Veliconia, Bob Franks, Millie Gilly
Tess Anderson, Shirley Sunyak, Regenia
Comerford
Mary Ireland, Joe Pesch, Ric Sasse

Acolytes & Junior Deacon
October
28
Claire Wolanski
n/a
November
4
Rhys Kyser
Mackenzie Pero-Luter
11
Cady Kyser
n/a
18
Lexi Webb
n/a
25
Ben Dornan
n/a
December
2
Dahlia Wolanski
Arden Dlugosz
If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled
Sunday, please contact the church office.

Nursery
October
28
November
4
11
18
25
December
2

Linda Matis
Renee Dornan
Ann Olesen
Shirley Sunyak
Linda Matis
Renee Dornan

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
4
All Saints’ Sunday
Outreach 9 am
Communion
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
Bible study noon
11
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
November birthdays’
celebration
Traditional Service 10:30
PLEDGE CARDS DUE
18
Communion
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
CONGREGATIONAL MTG.
11:30 am
Community Thanksgiving
Service @ Fields UMC 7pm
25
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
Deacons 11:30
Clear out classrooms for
craft show

5

AA Women 7 pm
12

6
Trustees 7 pm

AA Step 8:30 pm
13
CE 7 pm

1st

AA Women 7 pm
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
19
20
Women’s Book Club
7 pm

AA Women 7 pm

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm

26

27

AA Women 7 pm

7
Choir 7 pm

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm

14
Choir 7 pm

21

28
Choir 7 pm

8

Sat
3

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
9

10

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
15
16
Budget meeting 6pm Newsletter articles
Council 7 pm
due

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
17

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
22
Thanksgiving –
OFFICE
CLOSED

23
OFFICE CLOSED

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
24
Decorate sanctuary
9 am

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
29

LCAS 6:30 pm

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm

30
Craft Show set up

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
NO Hospitality with a
Heart in November

Many volunteers will be needed for this, our biggest fundraiser
of the year. Watch for bulletin inserts telling where help is
needed.

Pipe Organ Sponsorship
Christmas Poinsettias
for our Sanctuary-A Living Tribute to Celebrate
the Birth of Jesus Christ
We hope to fill our
sanctuary with lovely poinsettia plants beginning with the
decorating of the sanctuary on Saturday, November 24 and
remaining throughout the Christmas season.
The cost is $8.50 each. Please include your payment with
your order.
Checks should be made payable to First
Congregational UCC. ALL ORDERS AND MONEY ARE DUE BY
NOVEMBER 18. Orders may be placed in the offering plate or
turned in to the office.
You may pick up your plants after the worship service on
Christmas Eve. Any plants not picked up by January 8 will be
discarded.
_____ white

_____ marble _____ red
(indicate quantity)

_____ pink

Commemorate a loved one or a special occasion for
all time by sponsoring an organ pipe.
Each sponsorship will be memorialized with a
handmade wooden plaque engraved with a special
remembrance for future generations to see.
With a sponsorship, you can commemorate:
 a special anniversary
 a special birthday
 a loved one who has passed away
 your family’s generosity
Buy one sponsorship or buy many!!
Each sponsorship is $100.00
Give to the church and give to the future
with the purchase of a sponsorship today!

Name of sponsor: ________________________________
Name or event on plaque: __________________________

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

_______________________________________________

In memory of _________________________________________

memorial

birthday

____________________________________________________

anniversary

family donation

In honor of ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Given by _____________________________________________

# of sponsorships _____ x $100 = amount due _______

Our Church Budget: Where the money comes
from and goes to

Income
Pledges
Anticipated

Come Join Us!
An Intergenerational Advent Event
Sunday, December 9
We will be building graham cracker gingerbread houses. Bring
a bagged lunch to eat during coffee hour, and then at noon we
will begin to assemble our houses. The cost to build each
house is $5.00.

RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST
and you must register by December 1.
=========================================================
Gingerbread House Building Registration

Sunday School
Loose Offerings
Interest/Dividends
Rental Income
Fundraisers

Pledges account for 73% of our current income budget.

Expense
Building & Maintenance
Christian Ed
Finance & Misc.

Name: ________________________________________

Minister's Salary
Office Expense

Number of houses: ______ x $5.00 each = _____________
(amount enclosed)

Please make checks payable to First Congregational UCC

Worship & Supplies

Silent Auction Results
Item

Donor

Winner

Item

Donor

Wooden carved giraffe

Harry Berg

Marge Baker

Crocheted baby afghan

Ceramic Santa
Croatian nativity
Wooden man carving
Wooden carved donkey
Mr. & Mrs. Claus

Rosemary Berg
Harry Berg
Harry Berg
Harry Berg
Rosemary Berg

Linda Matis
Vonnie Packard
Heidi Miller
Mackenzie Pero
Pat Kyle

Watercolor art
3 Longaberger baskets
4 Longaberger baskets
Crocheted towel set
Crocheted towel set

Heather Smith
Jonathan
Almond
Valerie Braham
Valerie Braham
Pat Kyle
Pat Kyle

Wooden carved roses
Croatian collectible
clock
Carved Christmas trio
Carved face in tree

Harry Berg

Pat Kyle

Crocheted towel set

Pat Kyle

Mary Karlovec
Mary Karlovec
Mary Karlovec
Tess Anderson
Krista O’Neill
Ronda Van Den
Bossche

Harry Berg
Harry Berg
Harry Berg

Crocheted towel set
Crocheted towel set
Wooden door stop

Pat Kyle
Pat Kyle
Ron Borstad

Karen Veliconia
Karen Veliconia
Dreama Stamper

Carved house entrance

Harry Berg

Valerie Braham
Valerie Braham
Krista O’Neill
Ronda Van Den
Bossche

Walking stick

Matt Hogue-Smith

Croatian knit shawl
Wooden carved goat
Wooden carved Santa
Carved leaf relief
Travel certificate/basket
Decorative bird house
Decorative bird house
Decorative bird house

Arik Borstad
Arik Borstad
Lynne Petroff
Lynne Petroff
Kari Dlugosz
Linda Matis
Krista O’Neill
Lynne Petroff

Crucifixion art
Love heart coasters
Cat coasters
Tree of life coasters
Nativity wood burning
Tiger batik
Wooden door stop
Dove coasters

Fairy garden
Bronze wall sconces

Harry Berg
Harry Berg
Harry Berg
Harry Berg
Big Sky Travel
Nellie Carr
Nellie Carr
Nellie Carr
Carol
Scharmann
Betty Fitts

Ron Borstad
Arik/Ron
Borstad
Arik Borstad
Arik Borstad
Arik Borstad
Ron Borstad
Ron Borstad
Ron Borstad
Arik Borstad

Mary Ireland
Terry Zinn

Diana Goode

Linda Spayd

Fishing basket
Crochet basket
Apple raspberry pie
Black River print
Bakery trifecta
“Believe” artwork

Susan Smith
Susan Smith
Diane Perry
Tim Creamer
Mary Karlovec
Linda Matis

Grayson Pero
Tess Anderson
Jim Yost
Diane Perry
Beckie Schupbach
June Yost

Arik Borstad
Arik Borstad
Arik/Ron
Borstad
Arik/Ron
Borstad
Ron Borstad
Ron Borstad
Arik Borstad
Arik Borstad
Tracy Smoker

Tess Anderson
Marge Baker

Lasagna dinner

Millie Gilly
Valerie Braham
Carol Scharmann
Karen Veliconia
Karen Veliconia
Terry Zinn

Pour painted cross
Pumpkin roll
Unicorn cake
Triple layer brownies
Waterford crystal
Paper cross shadowbox
Silk flower arrangement
Marblehead lighthouse
pic
Girl burp cloth set
Boy burp cloth set
Winne the Pooh cookie
jar

Linda Matis
Anonymous
Amy Eaton
Amy/Jon Eaton
Dlugosz family
Becky Williams
Nancy Franks

Matt Hogue-Smith
Shirley Sunyak
Jon Eaton
Pat Kyle
Pat Kyle
Pat Kyle
Mary Ireland

Celtic cross coasters
Matthew verse coasters
Lake wood burn
watercolor
Tree wood burn
painting
Lion etching
Eagle wood burning
Dove coasters
Esther verse coasters
Crocheted blanket
Crocheted rainbow
blanket
Pan buckeyes
Pan buckeyes
Pan buckeyes
Sassy reindeer
Sled
Snowman

Tracy Smoker
Linda Spayd
Linda Spayd
Linda Spayd
Travis & Matt
Travis & Matt
Travis & Matt

Krista O’Neill
Arik Borstad
Barb Zinsmeister
Krista O’Neill
Kelsey Veliconia
Jamie Schupbach
Carol Scharmann

Franks family
Jody Millar
Jody Millar

Pat Kyle
Cheryl Crahen
Lynne Petroff

Angel wing
Christmas tree
Homemade pillows

Travis & Matt
Travis & Matt
Pero family

Arik Borstad
Karen Veliconia
Mary Karlovec

Vonnie Packard

Will Schupbach

Mr. Pero

Betty Noland quilt

Vonnie Packard

Carol Scharmann

Lightning photograph
Sandy Ridge
photograph

Arik Borstad
Ronda Van Den
Bossche

Cleveland Indians quilt

Shirley Sunyak

Carol Scharmann

Painting

Claire Wolanski
Dahlia
Wolanski

Winner
Ronda Van Den
Bossche

Matt Hogue-Smith
Barb Zinsmeister
Barb Zinsmeister
Jamie Schupbach
Jamie Schupbach
Will Schupbach
Sue Mays
Pat Kyle

Millie Gilly

Arik Borstad

Dozen cupcakes

Karen Veliconia

Matt Hogue-Smith

Painting

Dozen cupcakes

Karen Veliconia

Krista O’Neill

Afghan

Blueberry pound cake

Karen Dreger

Karen Veliconia

Afghan

Joseph & Mary cut out

Roy Dreger

Edie Phillips

Afghan

Longaberger basket

Karen Dreger

Carol Scharmann

Afghan

Pumpkin roll
Scarf
Scarf
Knitted vest
Knitted sweater

Mary Ireland
Mary Ireland
Mary Ireland
Ann Olesen
Ann Olesen

Afghan
Train phone
Train collectible
B&O sign
Pumpkin roll

Ruby Tuesday gift card
Earrings

Jim/June Yost
Heather Smith

Linda Matis
Heather Smith
Karen Dreger
Jenn Anderson
Krista O’Neill
Ronda Van Den
Bossche
Mackenzie Pero

Dahlia
Wolanski
Angelina
Huffman
Angelina
Huffman
Angelina
Huffman
Angelina
Huffman
Angelina
Huffman
Sue Mays
Sue Mays
Sue Mays
Lynne Petroff

Pumpkin roll
Pumpkin roll

Lynne Petroff
Lynne Petroff

Pumpkin pie

Heather Smith

Mackenzie Pero

Pumpkin roll
Pumpkin roll

Lynne Petroff
Lynne Petroff

Arik Borstad
Linda Matis
Terry Zinn
Kelsey Veliconia
Diane Perry
Ronda Van Den
Bossche
Terry Zinn
Skip Spayd
Arik Borstad
Beckie Schupbach
Pat Kyle
Krista O’Neill
Ronda Van Den
Bossche
Heidi Miller

