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From the Pastor’s Pen
Advent is a time of waiting… a time of expectation. Thanksgiving has
come and gone, and now Christmas morning lingers far away on the horizon.
We know the story of Christmas by heart, but every year it takes on a new
and deeper meaning. Seeing the star appear overhead in Bethlehem’s skies,
we make our way toward the promise of hope in our world. Remembering
God’s promise of everlasting love, we race to see a glimpse of the Christchild with our own eyes. Truly, advent is a time of anticipation as we wait
for Jesus to enter our lives once again.
Yet there is so much that takes place before we can arrive at the
manger. Preparations need to be made! We must prepare our minds,
bodies, and spirits to welcome the birth of our Savior with open hearts. So
to help us prepare for this miracle that is about to take place, there are some
things to keep in mind as we make our way through this advent season.
First and foremost, you will discover that the worship service will look
and feel slightly different during this advent season. The order of things will
be slightly rearranged as to give plenty of time for our kids to get through
their Sunday School material. We will also be changing our prayer time to
the responsive prayers in the same style that we did this summer. Many
other smaller changes will be made as well, each one designed to help us
capture that spirit of anticipation as we make our way toward Christmas
morning.
Still, we know that even in the midst of the festivities, this season can
be difficult for many of us. Maybe we are lonely or are missing loved ones
this time of year. That is why on December 22 we will be holding our
annual Blue Christmas service at 7 pm. It will be a time of candle lighting,
prayer, and grief as we lift up the pain some of us feel around Christmas.
Then on Sunday, December 23 we will have a single service at 10
am as our youth will participate in our “Live Nativity” service as we sing
carols and hear the story of Christmas. Children will be invited to join our
nativity as we build it throughout the service, so make sure to show up for
this incredible time of worship! Then, on Christmas Eve, we will be
gathering at 10 pm for a service of carols and candlelight as we welcome the
child of promise into our world. Ending the service singing “Silent Night” is a
tradition that touches many of our hearts, so make sure you join us on this
incredible night.

Finally, after the Christmas celebrations
have begun to settle down, we will meet for one
single service at 10 am on December 30.
Come and join us as we carry the promise of
Christmas morning into the new year as we
strive to make this world a better place for us
all.
As we embark upon our advent journey
together, let us hold on to that feeling of
expectation. Waiting isn’t easy for many of us
but it is this sense of
anticipation that this season is
all about. As we make our
way toward the manger, let
us prepare ourselves to
welcome the birth of Christ
into our lives once more.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Arik
Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger
Christmas is upon us! Perhaps you have
noticed the Christmas displays and sales...that
began before Halloween. It is perhaps the most
expensive holiday you celebrate.
I have enjoyed the movie “A Christmas
Story” for many years now, and one of the lines
I remember is the one that the narrator says as
the family is about to open their presents, "We
plunged into the cornucopia quivering with
desire and the ecstasy of unbridled
avarice". Yes, Christmas can be like that. When
I was young I'm sure that was roughly my view
of Christmas. As the years have passed, my
reasons for loving the season have changed. It
is more of a feeling that we have been given
something special, something that we cannot
give so we try to make up for it by giving gifts to
others.
Others have said things much more
profound than what I am able to, so I will close
with a quote from Eric Sevareid, “Christmas is a
necessity. There has to be at least one day of
the year to remind us that we’re here for
something else besides ourselves.” My wish for
Christmas is that everyone finds peace and love
in their stockings. Merry Christmas!

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec
Advent - a time for waiting for good news
that a special baby was born so, so long ago. At
First Congregational UCC, it is definitely not a
time of waiting but a time to embrace all the
special events that are happening this month! I
know that the calendar is full with school events,
family gatherings and traditions, but what is
happening at church is equally as meaningful
and important. Please join us for…
Sunday School - this month we will be in the
classrooms December 2, 9 and 16! Notice that
Sunday School will replace the first Sunday of
the month in church for December!
Gingerbread House Extravaganza
December 9 at noon - this intergenerational event is open to family and
friends! Registrations must be made by
December 2 and cost is $5.00 for each house.
Advent “Messy Church” is also an intergenerational event scheduled for December 9
from 4:30-7 pm. Our theme is “Joseph was a
Carpenter” with many activities made with
wood. We will have a simple dinner of pizza
and a closing worship time together. A free will
offering will be taken to help defray the cost of
materials and pizza. This is definitely an event
you do not want to miss! Sign up outside Mary’s
office!
Family Christmas Sunday is December 23.
This day we will worship at the 10:00 service
as a family and re-visit the Christmas story.
This is a wonderful retelling of the story with
costumes and music!
On Sunday, December 30 children will
worship with their families as there is no Sunday
School.

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks
The collection of underclothes for
Community Care kids came to 85 pairs of boys
and girls underwear, 28 pair of girls’ socks and
32 pair of boys’ socks, and some baby items as
well. Thank you, everyone.

Our Neighbors in Need collection last
month brought in $330 which was increase from
last year. Again, thank you for sharing and
caring for our neighbors around the world.
We all helped remedy the empty shelves
at Community Care in November but folks eat
every day so let’s fill the shelves in December,
too! Our gifts come in all sizes and forms.
Remember the hungry at the holidays and every
day. Fill our collection containers many times
over for God loves a cheerful giver.
The Giving Tree is up! Did you get your
ornament request yet? And have you purchased
the requested item on it? You
only have a week or two to get it
wrapped and back to church.
Remember to attach the
ornament with the child’s name
and number on the outside of
the package…and thank you for
making this Christmas especially
special for that blessed-by-Jesus-and-youperson on our Giving Tree.
Our own Outreach committee has a
family of ten from Community Care that we
remember at birthday time and holidays all year.
We have filled a Christmas sack at our meeting
with presents and goodies for them all thanks to
your donations to Outreach.
This year Outreach has voted to send a
living gift through Heifer Int’l. to a family we’ll
never meet in a third world country…the gift of
a goat! Not only do they provide milk for the
family but the extra milk can be traded or sold
for other products that the family might need.
They also provide fertilizer for enriching the soil
for the family’s garden. When coupled with
another goat, they usual produce twins that can
be kept or sold. It’s a gift that keeps on giving!

From all of us
Outreach elves to all
of you— M erry
Christm as and a very
blessed N ew Year!
Jane Tess Becky
Skip Linda Jerry
Barb E die A nn
N ancy

Deacons’ Desk – Tracy Smoker
I have a very close friend who I was
talking with on the phone while putting up my
nativity. Her father is Jewish, her mother is
Christian. She grew up going to neither church
nor synagogue and now celebrates the holidays
completely secularly. While talking to her about
the nativity I was putting up, she asked
questions that blew my mind: “It’s about a baby
and some people in a shed, right? What’s a
manger? Why aren’t they in a house?” She
asked further questions, some of which started
probing further into the fundamental tenets of
Christianity.
I realize that as I grow older, though I
love Christmas for the magic of music, movies,
lights, Santa Claus, cookies, and gift giving, I
find that Christmas, like Easter for me, often
brings about more questions than answers.
Why do I believe that Jesus is the son of God?
What’s with the virgin birth? And this is a
slippery slope into questioning the foundation of
my faith. Yet I am brought back to my
foundation through our church and church
family. Particularly at our church, we are not
warned off or scolded for questioning. Rather,
Pastor Arik welcomes questioning, doubting, and
debating, which has personally allowed me to
grow further in my faith. It seems that when I
feel I am growing farther away, I find that God
finds a way to pull me back closer.
Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia
As we look back at the successes and
challenges of the past year, it always comes
down to people. When we ask the congregation
for something, it usually happens. We have
asked for your contributions -first for the capital
campaign, and the plans are now in place to
replace the back doors and awning in the spring
of 2019. We have asked for your abilities to
physically be present and aware, and you
always come through. I am inspired that the
trend will continue and hopefully thrive.
I want to assure you that though the
progresses that we hoped to happen in 2018 will
be put off until 2019, solid plans, and the people
to make them happen, are in place. I want to
thank you for your continued patience and

understanding. It seems that whenever we take
two steps forward, something else needs our
attention and we are spinning our wheels. Solid
steps were made and I will highlight them in the
annual report.
Next year will be a year of transition and
growth and we will be a very busy place to be.
If we ask you to be a babysitter or to keep an
eye on the Church, please help.
Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger
"So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem, the town of David,
because he belonged to the line of David. He went
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for the baby to be
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger
because there was no room for them in the inn."
Luke 2:4-7
Usually I think of the Christmas story as a
whole - nativity scene, shepherds, angels, wise
men - and in a rather simplistic way. But this
year I thought of Mary and what it must have
been like for her. (Maybe because I'm an
obstetrical nurse and mother who delivered in
less than optimal conditions.)
Mary, expecting a child any day, rides on
a donkey 70 miles to Bethlehem, gives birth in a
stable, which were often caves, dank and dirty,
and laid her baby in a manger, a feeding trough
for animals.
When we do God's will, we are not
guaranteed a comfortable life. But we are
promised that everything, even our discomfort,
has meaning in God's plan. We should not limit
God by our own expectations. He is at work
whenever he is needed in our sin darkened and
dirty world.

Women’s Book Club
On December 19 we will be discussing
Merry and Bright by Debbie Macomber. All
women are welcome!

Ushers & Greeters
Dec.
2
9
16
23
30

Joe Pesch, Ric Sasse
Vonnie Packard, Regenia Comerford, Lynne Petroff
Edie Phillips, Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay
Shirley Sunyak, Dale & Becky Williams
Linda Matis, Millie Gilly, Pete Veliconia

Acolytes & Junior Deacon
December
2
Dahlia Wolanski
Arden Dlugosz
9
Abby Anderson
n/a
16
Beth Dornan
n/a
23
Arden Dlugosz
n/a
30
Will Schupbach
n/a
If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled
Sunday, please contact the church office.

Nursery
December
2
9
16
23
30

12/4
12/5
12/6
12/8
12/15
12/15
12/19
12/20
12/22
12/24
12/26
12/31

Linda Matis
Ann Olesen
Shirley Sunyak
Linda Matis
Renee Dornan

Roy Dreger
Betsy Wiley
Larry Mytnick
Jack Fitts
Carol Schubert
Gavin O’Meara
Avery Truskot
Betty Fitts
Jerry Henson
Diane Feigi
Lori Comerford
Pat Chapman
12/28 Chris & Kari Dlugosz

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Craft Show 9 am-4 pm

2
1st Sunday of Advent
Communion
Outreach 9 am
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
Deacons 11:30
Bible study noon
9
2nd Sunday of Advent
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
Gingerbread house
building noon
“Messy church” advent
event 4:30 pm
16
3rd Sunday of Advent
Communion
Coffee Shop Service 9:00
Traditional Service 10:30
December birthdays
Newsletter articles due
23
4th Sunday of Advent
Nativity Story worship
service 10 am

30
Worship service 10 am

3

4
CE 7 pm
Trustees 7 pm

AA Women 7 pm
10

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
11

AA Women 7 pm
17

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
18

AA Women 7 pm
24
Christmas Eve –
OFFICE CLOSED
Candlelight Service
10 pm

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
25
Christmas – OFFICE
CLOSED

AA Women 7 pm
31

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm

Pastor Arik on vacation through 1/1
AA Women 7 pm

5
Choir 7 pm

12
Choir 7 pm

6

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
13

19
Choir 7 pm

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
20
Council 7 pm

26

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
27

7

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
8

14

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
15

21

28
Hospitality with a Heart

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
22
Blue Christmas
Service 7 pm
Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
29

Pastor Arik on vacation 12/25-1/1
AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm

LCAS 6:30 pm

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm

Christmas Poinsettias ~
A Living Tribute to Celebrate
the Birth of Jesus Christ
In honor of my family – Given by Pat Kyle
In memory of the deceased members of the Comerford & Hill families – Given
by Bill & Regenia Comerford
In memory of Jim & Eleanor Wood and Ewald & Eula Dreger – Given by Roy &
Karen Dreger
In memory of Rita Price of the N.R. Senior Center – Given by Bob & Ann
Olesen
In memory of Robert Perry, Florence Morris and Charles Morris – Given by
Diane Perry
In memory of Irwin & Pearl Bright and Ernest & Louise Sasse – Given by Sallie
& Ric Sasse
In memory of Tom Packard, Mary & Harvey Packard and Madeline & William
Edwards – Given by The Packard Family
In memory of Evelyn Schmittgen – Given by Bob, Rick, Renee & Randi
In memory of Don and Jeff Baker – Given by Marge Baker
In memory of Ruth Connolly – Given by Ed Connolly
In memory of the Brantner Family – Given by Cheryl Crahen
In honor of Sage Rowan Borstad – Given by Ron & Colleen Borstad
In memory of Mike Arrigo – Given by Deb Arrigo
In memory of Ronald Van Den Bossche, and William & Emily O’Neill – Given by
Krista, Tim & Megan O’Neill
In memory of Gail Anderson (Bill’s mom) – Given by Bill, Jen, Abby, Millie, Skip
& Linda
In memory of Regina Sigworth & other family members who have passed –
Given by Joe & Dolores Pesch
In memory of our parents – Given by Dennis & Angelina Huffman

For over a century, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the
Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a tangible expression of God’s
love and light in the world. Year after year, United Church of Christ
members and congregations have reached out in kindness,
compassion, and gratitude to those who have faithfully shepherded
our Church in the past and who now find themselves facing unexpected
financial needs.
In 2017 UCC congregations and members generously
contributed over $1,500,000 to the Christmas Fund. This enables the
United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of
the Pension Boards, to provide, on behalf of the whole Church,
Supplementation of Small Annuities, Retiree Health Premium
Supplementation, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift
Checks to individuals in need.
First Congregational Church will be receiving the offering for the
Christmas Fund on December 23 and 24.
On behalf of the hundreds of clergy, lay employees, and their
families whose lives were touched by your support of the Christmas
Fund Offering, we offer our sincere thanks for your generosity.
The Pension Boards-United Church of Christ
and United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance

Pipe Organ Sponsorship
Commemorate a loved one or a special occasion for
all time by sponsoring an organ pipe.
Each sponsorship will be memorialized with a
handmade wooden plaque engraved with a special
remembrance for future generations to see.

Abby Anderson, Ben Dornan, Mackenzie Pero-Luter, Beth Dornan, Jenn
Anderson & Kris Dornan packed Thanksgiving bags for the senior
citizens at Community Care in North Ridgeville in November. This is one
of their favorite projects. Next they will be finishing tie blankets that
they are making for Christmas gifts for those in need.

With a sponsorship, you can commemorate:
 a special anniversary
 a special birthday
 a loved one who has passed away
 your family’s generosity
Buy one sponsorship or buy many!!
Each sponsorship is $100.00
Give to the church and give to the future
with the purchase of a sponsorship today!

Name of sponsor: ________________________________
Meet 3 year old Matt. He is the
donkey for our church family
Christmas service on December 23.
He makes me smile! Hope he makes
you smile too!

Name or event on plaque: __________________________
_______________________________________________
memorial

birthday

anniversary

family donation

# of sponsorships _____ x $100 = amount due _______

