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From the Pastor’s Pen  
Welcome to the year 2019!  It almost seems like a make-believe year, 

right?  Back when I was younger, when I would imagine some far off future, 
I would always set it in the year 2020, when there would be robots and 
flying cars.  However, unless something drastic happens this year, those 
flying cars might still be a ways off.  Regardless, a new year is upon us and 
the world is giving us a clean slate for us to get things right.  Whether we 
commit ourselves to volunteering more often or showing more patience to 
the people around us, this is an opportunity for us to make changes that can 
leave a lasting impact on the world around us.  
 This year we will continue to commit ourselves as a congregation 
toward embracing issues of justice in our community and world as we live 
out Christ’s teachings in our lives.  May we all continue to find the strength 
we need to keep making this world a better place one life at a time. 

So as the new year begins and as we make resolutions for 2019, it is 
my hope that we will make a special resolution to make the church a priority 
in our lives this year.  Life gets in the way, but the lessons we learn and the 
relationships that we form in our church will last a lifetime.  This year, let us 
make the resolution to be the church – for if we commit ourselves to this 
goal, there is no limit to how this congregation can continue to grow.  
Happy New Year, everyone! 
        Blessings and Peace,  
        Pastor Arik  

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
We often hear that when January rolls around it comes with a chance 

to start things anew.  A time to, perhaps, get out of our “comfort zone” and 
try to do things over, but do them differently; maybe even try something 
new.  I read somewhere that the first step of any new adventure is the last 
step of the previous new adventure.  So, are you ready for something new?  
How about joining one of the church boards?  You have several to choose 
from and they all perform different tasks.  You are always welcome to sit in 
on a meeting (or two) to see what would be involved, and there isn't a board 
(or committee) that wouldn't welcome new members. 

There is also choir.  If you love music and want to help enhance the 
service, choir may be what you are looking for.  With the current number of 
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members (think Firehouse Five plus three or 
four) there are a limited number of selections 
that fit this size group. 

Another option may be the committee 
that is preparing for the church’s 200th 
anniversary.  The anniversary is coming up in 
2022 and there is a lot of planning and 
organizing that needs to be done before then. 

How about Christian Education?  The 
youth of the church are the future of the 
church; and while it is wonderful to see so many 
new youth, they need to stay connected in order 
to become that next generation of our 
congregation.  Teachers are that connection to 
the future generation. 

So many options!  So, whatever you do 
(or don't do), I wish everyone a safe, healthy 
and prosperous New Year.  I also wish for our 
church, a productive and fulfilling new year.  
Happy New Year! 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
Advent 2018 was filled with many 

Christian Education activities and programming 
for our church.  From gingerbread house 
building, Messy Church, assembling homeless 
boxes, the family Christmas service to many 
Sunday School lessons, we were VERY busy. 
Many thanks to some non-church member 
friends, my family, the Sunday School teachers 
and members of the CE board (especially 
Heather Smith, Nancy Findlay, Renee Dornan, 
Susan Dornan and Millie Gilly) for all of your 
support and help!  Thank you to everyone in the 
congregation who provided supplies for building 
the homeless boxes.  We were able to complete 
25 boxes and provide extra supplies to 
Community Care! 

2019 is starting with Epiphany Sunday on 
January 6.  This is normally an All Church Family 
Sunday but I have planned activities for the 
children on that day.  We will begin in church as 
usual and after the children’s time will go to the 
Sunday School wing to learn about the journey 
of the Wise Men.  I encourage all of our kids to 
be here to finish the Christmas story. 

There are two upcoming events that you 
will be hearing a lot about over the next few 
months.  On Saturday, March 23 we have 

bought out the Clague 
Playhouse in Westlake 
as a fundraiser.  The 
cost per ticket will be 
$20 which includes 
the price of admission 
and snacks at 
intermission.  The 
play is SUDS, set in a laundromat in the 1960’s, 
it is about a teenage girl and four guardian 
angels who come to teach her about finding true 
love.  It is loaded with good clean fun, bubbling 
energy, and over 50 well known songs that 
topped the charts in the 60’s.  We have 96 
tickets to sell so mark your calendar. Invite 
family members and friends to join us!  Tickets 
will go on sale January 20. 

More information will be out next month 
about the second event is THE WOMEN’S 
RETREAT!  It will be November 1-3 at 
Punderson State Park Lodge.  Cost and info 
about the event will be available in February.  
Again, you do not have to be a member of the 
church to attend.  The only prerequisite is 
wanting to have a good time! 

Finally, thank you to the congregation for 
the Christmas gift.  This congregation is so 

supportive of me and the 
Christian Education 
programming.  I cannot thank 
you enough.  May 2019 
continue to be a wonderful year 
for our church family!  Much 
health and happiness! 

 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Thanks to all of you all the ornaments on 
the Christmas Giving Tree were plucked off, 
taken home, items purchased, wrapped up and 
brought back with their nametags attached—just 
like you’ve done this before!!  Thank you for 
your generosity and quick return so the gifts 
could be delivered to Community Care for pick 
up by the folks they were purchased for.  Great 
job, everyone!  Thank you to Barb and June for 
setting up the nametags and Jerry and Nancy 
for delivering food and the presents to 
Community Care. 



 Thank you for remembering our retired 
clergy with the Christmas Fund special 
collection.  These funds help to supplement 
those retired ministers and church staff 
members who fall short at the end of the month 
due to very minimal retirement payouts. 
 What a great turnout of support for our 
last Hospitality with a Heart meal!  We had lot of 
help, great food and fun.  Thank you to all who 
came out to help.  We all missed Edie and her 
cheery smile; we hope she enjoyed visiting her 
family…but hope she comes back soon.  The 
next community outreach meal will be on Friday, 
January 25.  See you all there! 
 And speaking of folks who help make our 
meals cheery, Carol and Fred Scharmann make 
sure our tables are set with tableware, treats 
and centerpieces that reflect seasonal or holiday 
themes.  And to the friends who come to 
prepare the meals under Edie’s guidance, and 
clean up after the meals are over—thank you for 
your giving spirits and service every month.  It 
just couldn’t happen without you all! 
 Are you ready for the Mexican 
experience?  Join us on Thursday, January 17 at 
Fiesta Jalapeños to see and taste how it works.  
All you have to do is take the flyer from the 
church bulletin to the 
restaurant at Center Ridge 
and Lear Nagle Roads, give 
it to your server and 20% 
of your order will come 
back to our church.  What 
a great deal!!  Ask your family and friends to 
join you!  A separate flyer needs to be 
presented for each check for the 20% to be 
honored.  Let’s enjoy some Mexican food and 
make some money, too.  The money will go 
toward the replacement of the back entrance of 
the church.   
 Let’s make 2019 the best year yet! 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in 

all circumstances; for this is God’s will for us in 

Christ Jesus.”  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Tracy Smoker 
During the advent week of peace, Pastor 

Arik’s sermon really hit home.  Inner peace is so 
elusive to me.  I wish it was like following the 

star over Bethlehem, with a definitive end in 
sight, but for me it’s more like chasing the pot of 
gold at the end of the rainbow.  Particularly 
during the holiday season, my faith starts to 
dwindle as my inner peace begins to shatter 
further.  There is a lot on social media about 
self-care and self-love these days, but does that 
align with any Christian values?  Actually, 
yes.  Pastor Arik has been very helpful 
ministering to me during these struggles, and he 
very honestly pointed out how Jesus wants us to 
take care of ourselves and, as we are all familiar 
with, love ourselves.  This doesn’t make the 
elusive inner peace easier to obtain for me, but 
it does help me calm my inner voice, knowing 
that Jesus wants this peace inside me. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia 
As I write this, 2018 is over and the 

planning for 2019 and beyond has already 
started.  I will write about all of this in the 
annual report but 2018 was filled with the usual 
ups and downs.  The entire Board of Trustees 
works very hard to earn your trust and I know 
that the respect that we have for everyone is 
hopefully reciprocated 

We hope to have final plans for the back 
entrance project around the first of the year so 
that we will be ready come spring on that long-
anticipated project.  We will also spend time 
trying to prioritize some long range plans for the 
next few years so that we can seamlessly 
transition from project to project.  We also will 
spend time working on a plan as I am coming 
off of the board at the end of 2019.  I hope that 
someone will be able to step up and lead the 
Board to ensure proper planning and an easy 
move from one year to the next.  

If you have any ideas for any projects or 
improvements, please let me know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU all very much for the generous 

Christmas gifts.   They are truly appreciated! 

The Staff of First Congregational Church 



 
ATTN:  Board Chairpersons! 

Annual reports for 2018 must be in the 
church office by January 7. 

 
The Annual Meeting for 2018 to hear the 
church boards’ annual reports and to approve 
the updated 2019 budget will be held on 
Sunday, January 13 after the second service.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Women’s Book Club 
Below are listed our upcoming books.  All 
meetings are at 7:00 pm at the church except 
when noted. 

January 21:  Wonder by RJ Palacio 
February 18:  Pieces of Happiness by Anne Osby 
March 18:  Before We Were Yours by Lisa 
Wingate 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

1/3 Charis Meehan 
1/3 Brian Zinsmeister 
1/4 Evan Harrold 
1/5 Nancy Findlay 
1/6 Jan Krueger 
1/7 Dale Williams 
1/8 Rebecca Angeline 
1/8 Karen Dreger 
1/12 Karen Veliconia 
1/13 Joe Pesch 
1/15 Jen Murphy 
1/16 Bill Meehan 
1/18 Laura Petroff 
1/18 Pete Veliconia 
1/19 Marge Baker 
1/25 Beth Dornan 
1/28 Ashley Schoonover 

  1/11 Gary & Betsy Wiley 
  1/22 Bill & Charis Meehan 

 

 

 
Ushers & Greeters:  If you would be interested 
in being added to the ushers/greeters rotation, 
please contact Linda in the church office (327-
2921 or secretary@fccalive.org).  It’s an easy 
job that consists of greeting worshipers, handing 
out bulletins, collecting the offering and helping 
clean up after the services. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
January  

6 Tess Anderson, Vi Elrod, Vonnie Packard 
13 Regenia Comerford, Joe Pesch, Ric Sasse 
20 Edie Phillips, Shirley Sunyak, Becky Williams 
27 Krista O’Neill, Nancy Findlay, Lynne Petroff 

February  
3 Millie Gilly, Linda Matis, Pete Veliconia 

Acolytes & Junior Deacon 
January    

6 Jillian Smoker  Abigail Packard 
13 Abigail Packard  n/a 
20 Claire Wolanski  n/a 
27 Mackenzie Pero-Luter  n/a 

February    
3 Rhys Kyser  Will Schupbach 

If a child is unable to serve as acolyte on their scheduled 
Sunday, please contact the church office. 

Nursery 
January  

6 Ann Olesen 
13 Shirley Sunyak 
20 Renee Dornan 
27 Linda Matis 

February  
3 Ann Olesen 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL FIRST CONGREGATIONAL FIRST CONGREGATIONAL FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

2  
Choir 7 pm 

3  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

4  
 

5  
Vaughn Repenning 
memorial service & 
luncheon 1 pm 
 
Yoga 11 am 
Couples Recovery 6 pm 

6  
Epiphany Sunday 
Communion 
Outreach 9 am 
Coffee Shop Svc. 9:00 
Traditional Svc. 10:30 
Bible study 11:30 

7  
Annual reports due in 
office 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

8  
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

9  
Choir 7 pm 

10  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

11  
 

12  
 
 
 
 
Yoga 11 am 
Couples Recovery 6 pm 

13  
Coffee Shop Svc. 9:00 
Traditional Svc. 10:30 
January birthdays 
 
Annual Meeting 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

16  
Choir 7 pm 
Newsletter articles 
due 

17  
Council 7 pm 
Fiesta Jalapeños 
fundraiser 11a-10p 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

18  
 

19  
 
 
 
 
Yoga 11 am 
Couples Recovery 6 pm 

20  
Communion 
Coffee Shop Svc. 9:00 
Traditional Svc. 10:30 

21  
Women’s Book Club    
7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

23  
Choir 7 pm 

24  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

25  
Hospitality with a 
Heart 
 
 
 
LCAS 6:30 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
Yoga 11 am 
Couples Recovery 6 pm 

27  
Coffee Shop Svc. 9:00 
Traditional Svc. 10:30 
Deacons 11:30 am 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
Choir 7 pm  

31  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 8 pm 

 

 


