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From the Pastor’s Pen
October has long been one of my favorite months, and not just
because of Halloween. There is something in the air this time of year – the
smell of campfires, the sound of laughter, and that crispness that only comes
as Fall makes its presence known in all of its glory. Yet, as the weather
begins to turn colder, things at First Congregational start heating up as more
and more events line the margins of our calendars. I invite everyone to stay
up to date with what is going on in the life of the church through our
website, Facebook page, and phone app as they will keep you informed on
the latest things happening in our congregation.
The big date I want us to circle on this calendar this month is
October 27. That Sunday we are asking people to bring a friend to
church as we work on reaching out to the people around us in our
community. On that day we will be talking about the importance of caring
for creation, but it is a great opportunity for us to share this church with the
people around us who could use a faith family like ours. Ask yourself: are
there any friends, neighbors, or family members who could use a supportive
and welcoming faith family? Are there people around you that would benefit
from making new and lasting connections with the other members of our
congregation? What is it that you get from our church, and is there
someone close to you who could benefit from us as well?
It is no secret that our church is special and we have so much we can
give to the people who walk through our doors. The challenge is that we are
not a big name church. We don’t have the budget to advertise to every
house in the surrounding cities so we rely on word of mouth to let people
know who we are and what we are all about. So, my friends, I am asking all
of us to take a leap of faith to reach out to someone who could use a faith
family like ours and invite them with you to worship on October 27. Our
church has always been rooted in the power of God’s love and that love is
meant to be shared with the world. So let us commit ourselves to venture
outside of our comfort zones and invite people to join with us that Sunday so
that they, too, can discover what it means to have a true faith family.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Arik

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger
“Man plans, and God laughs" – old Yiddish proverb
I read where the owners of what they
claim is a replica of Noah's ark were suing their
insurance company for one million dollars for
damages caused by a landslide. The insurance
company declined to cover the loss citing,
among other things, poor planning. What
caused the landslide? An unusually large
amount of rain. I don't know if this incident is a
reflection of the Yiddish saying or a classic
description of irony, or a mix of both.
What I do know is that planning is
important to the well-being of this
congregation. Not only is it necessary to plan
for the known expenses, but it is necessary to
try to plan for whatever expenses aren't known.
If this sounds as if it is about pledging, you are
correct. Our yearly pledge drive is set to start
soon. Once we get all the pledges in, we try to
put together a budget based on what is
pledged, knowing that there are two caveats:
1. Circumstances change. It is understood that
what someone pledges can change if there are
changes in the giver’s life.
2. A saving grace in budgeting is that many
boards do not spend everything that is allocated
to them. This is getting harder to do as the
monies that are allocated are needed to cover
necessary expenses that have been put off. In
some cases those expenses have gone up in
cost.
This is a situation where we must plan
so as to not spend ourselves out of existence.
There is no place to go for help should we run
out of funds. Hopefully, God is not laughing at
our plans. Please consider your pledge
prayerfully.
Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec
What an amazing time eight of our youth
and four advisors had at the lock-in in Elmore,
Ohio in September! The Christian music artist
Andra Moran from Nashville was the keynote for
the overnight. Her music brought back many
wonderful memories from past youth events
that our young adults were a part of many years
ago. Special thanks to Pastor Arik, Kris Dornan
and Kelsey Styrt for accompanying me with the

group and Matt Karlovec, Cathleen Trovato and
Liz Wolanski for joining us Saturday night for the
concert!

October is here and we are doing TRUNK
OR TREAT a little differently this year! It will be
on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24 beginning at
6:30 pm at The Northridge nursing &
rehabilitation facility on Route 83 at Mills. We
are joining forces with them as an outreach
project. We will trick or treat throughout their
facility and our church members will provide the
cars and candy for trunk or
treat in the parking lot. Our
kids will join forces with the
families of the residents and
workers for a fun-filled time.
I am in need of volunteers to
decorate their cars for that
evening, provide their candy and have a good
time! Cars need to be in the parking lot by
6:15. We will have people there to direct traffic.
Please sign up outside my office if you are
willing to bring your car and/or if your children
will be attending.
Just a reminder to those women joining
us at the Women’s Retreat on November 13 at Punderson State Park…final payment
was due by September 30! Check-in begins
at 3:00 pm and programming begins at 7 pm! A
letter with all the updated information will be
coming to all attendees by October 20. I have
room for ONE more person if anyone is
interested.
Mark your calendars NOW for
the Advent Workshop scheduled
for Sunday, November 24! We

will begin with a potluck after the second
worship service followed by the workshop. This
event is open to EVERYONE and will be great
way to prepare for the Advent Season!
Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks
Blood drive update: Thanks to many healthy,
generous members of the church, we reached
our goal of 12 units of life-giving blood for
someone in need (and there is ALWAYS
someone in need). Thank you!
Neighbors in Need: The last collection date is
October 6 so remember to fill your NIN offering
envelope, drop it in the offering plate (with your
regular offering), and feel GREAT that you have
helped provide some justice for the voiceless
people in our great country. Yes, there are
thousands of folks in the margins of society who
cannot afford legal advice, hoping to change a
life-threatening circumstance beyond their
immediate control. Our Church’s Wider Mission
reaches out through this program to help close
the gap for people caught in the middle. Please
be generous between now and October 6.
Bahamas Disaster Relief: Outreach felt it
important to reach out to this disaster on behalf
of our congregation with $200 through the UCC
main offices in Cleveland. The monies will be
sent through the proper channels to the
Hurricane Dorian relief center for us in this area
of great need…thanks to you, through Outreach.
Attn: Church Board Members: On October 5
from noon to 2:00 p.m. we are expecting you to
join us with questions and ideas for our church
family church year coming up. Mark your
calendar! It’ll be here before you know it!
Baker’s Square: The dine and donate fundraiser
went well. Thank you, hungry church members,
friends and families. The total for the organ
repair fund will be announced later.
Boxes from Home: This project which sends
boxes to military personnel overseas, needs
some supplies: 2019 magazines, travel-size
toiletries, individually wrapped snacks including
gum and hard candy. Also, would anyone be
interested in becoming involved in this ongoing
outreach program? Please contact Skip and

Linda Spayd for info and place your items in the
box in fellowship hall.
Food for thought: “The Lord is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”
Psalm 27:1
When the darkness of life overwhelms us, know
God’s light will show us the way. Call on Him.
Deacons’ Desk – Kris Dornan
We are now in my favorite time
of the year to live in Cleveland,
autumn! I look forward to seeing the
leaves change color and playing
outside with a light sweatshirt or
sweater cheering the Browns (or Steelers) on to
victory (both teams need those victories now!!).
As we continue to look forward to the
th
200 anniversary of the church, it’s so great to
see how our church continues to grow with new
members joining as well as being supported by
our longer tenured members. Reflecting on that
statement, the business I’d like to share this
month is a request for all our members to
submit a picture of themselves or their families
with a short (no longer than one page)
reflection/biography of yourself or your family
that we can submit to create a type of online
directory that can be hosted by our site, and
perhaps used for our new church directory in
the future. Submissions would be safe and only
shared with myself and our web guru. We can
also add security protection to that portion of
the website if needed. Please submit those
pictures and captions to myself at
kris.dornan@gmail.com. God bless!!!
Trustees’ Turn – Pete Veliconia
Well, we have made it through the
summer months and we will soon be
transitioning to fall. At this time of the year, I
would ask your help to ensure that whenever
possible you will please bring your pledges in
line. I don’t often speak of budgets and giving
but it is a tough year financially for the church.
The boards are doing a great job of keeping
expenses in line but the church’s income is
down, especially pledged income.

This brings us to the time to kick off the
Stewardship Campaign. You will be receiving
more info in the coming weeks as to the timing
and how you can help in the coming year. The
theme for this year’s campaign is “The Way”.
We will be presenting a series on Sunday
mornings and speaking about the way of being
involved, of practicing one’s faith, of doing
justice, building community and a myriad of
other topics. I am sharing this because we need
your commitment more than ever and we want
you to prayerfully consider your economic and
spiritual commitment in the coming year. We
hope that by giving you a heads up, you will
know that this is a very important topic and we
hope that we will be able to share good news by
the time of the congregational meeting.

Women’s Book Club: On October 21 we will
be discussing Finding Dorothy by Elizabeth Letts.
All book club gatherings are at 7 pm at the
church and all women are welcome!

Ushers & Greeters
Sept.
29
Oct.
6
13
20
27

Nancy Findlay, Lynne Petroff, Millie Gilly
Shirley Sunyak, Tess Anderson, Pete Veliconia
Edie Phillips, Regenia Comerford
Joe Pesch, Ric Sasse, Ann Olesen
Shirley Sunyak, Becky Williams, Krista O’Neill

Acolytes
Sept
29
Oct.
6
13
20
27

Jillian Smoker
Abigail Packard
Claire Wolanski
Beth Dornan
Ben Dornan

Nursery
Sept.
29
Oct.
6
13
20
27

Ann Olesen
Allison Borstad
Shirley Sunyak
Amy Eaton
Ann Olesen

Meet the Feigi-Summer Family
Elizabeth, Diane, Mikey, Andrea
Diane is an attorney and enjoys reading, listening to
audiobooks and podcasts while traveling by car, and
researching her family history. Andrea is a teacher
and loves reading, studying history, and watching
soccer. Mikey is 8 and takes karate, plays basketball
and baseball, loves playing video games, especially
Mario and Minecraft, and building Legos. Elizabeth
is 4 and enjoys dance lessons, including ballet and
tap, playing with her dolls, and raiding her Mom’s
makeup stash. Chester the pup is 1 and loves to
drive the rest of us crazy! Oh, and he loves to eat!
The best thing about First Congregational UCC is the
people. Our Pastor and members are the best, and
you can feel the presence of Christ in our church
family!

10/1
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/9
10/11
10/11
10/20
10/23
10/26
10/28

Elizabeth Feigi
Ronda Van Den Bossche
Lynne Lipperman
Pat Kyle
Chase Dornan
Nate Shupbach
Jennie Vulcan
Dreama Stamper
Nancy Long
Matt Karlovec
Norma Curren
10/11
10/11
10/18
10/18
10/20
10/27
10/29

Dean & Lynne Lipperman
Jon & Amy Eaton
Mike & Joan Bier
Paul & Liz Wolanski
Gary & Gayle Hannold
Bob & Dreama Stamper
Matt & Tracy Smoker

1
6
20
24
27

October
Pastor Arik’s 5 year anniversary at FCC
World Communion
Benefit concert & art show
Trunk or Treat at The Northridge facility
Bring a friend to church!

1-3
3
3
17
24
24
30

November
Women’s retreat
All Saints Sunday
Pledge cards for 2020 due
Congregational meeting
Advent workshop
Community Thanksgiving service
Decorate church for Christmas

1
7
21
22
24

December
First Sunday of Advent
Craft show
Blue Christmas
Children’s nativity service
Christmas Eve candlelight service

Our new online giving solution is up
and running! Whether you want to
make a one-time payment or set up
a recurring payment, our new giving
platform is quick and easy!
Giving can be done in any of the
following ways:
• Visit fccalive.org/ and click the
"Give" button at the bottom of
the homepage
• Go to pushpay.com/g/fccalive
• Text FccAlive to 77977 on your
phone!

Nominating Committee: Bob Olesen is the
nominating committee chairperson and will be
contacting the board chairs (if he hasn't already)
to get their list of members for 2020. Board
chairs, please contact EACH member and ask
them if they are dedicated to staying on the
board for 2020. Please remind them that, per
the Constitution, "Regular attendance to all
committee meetings and events is
expected of all members". If they don't
think that they can be committed to attending
meetings and events, then they may need to
step down at this time. We hate to turn away
volunteers for anything and we appreciate
everyone’s willingness to serve, but being
involved is crucial to the performance of each
and every church board.

Sun

Mon

Tue
1
CE 7 pm
Trustees 7 pm

Wed

Pastor Arik’s 5 yr
anniversary at
FCC
6
7
World Communion
Outreach 9 am
Coffee Shop Svc. 9:00
Traditional Svc. 10:30

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
8

AA Women 7 pm
14

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
15

AA Women 7 pm
20
21
Pastor Arik out of town Book Club 7 pm
Coffee Shop Svc. 9:00
Traditional Svc. 10:30

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
22

13
Coffee Shop Svc. 9:00
Traditional Svc. 10:30
October birthdays’
celebration
Stewardship campaign
begins

9
Choir practice 6:30 pm

27
Coffee Shop Svc. 9:00
Traditional Svc. 10:30
Deacons 11:30 am

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
29

AA Women 7 pm

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
10

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
16
17
Newsletter articles due Council 7 pm
Choir practice 6:30 pm Pastor Arik out of
town

Fri
4

30
Choir practice 6:30 pm

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
31

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm

Sat
5
Church boards’ all
team meeting 12-2 pm

11

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
12

18
Pastor Arik out of
town

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm
19
Pastor Arik out of
town

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 8 pm
23
24
25
Choir practice 6:30 pm Trunk or Treat 6:30 pm Hospitality with a
@ The Northridge
Heart

Benefit Concert & Art
Show 2 pm
AA Women 7 pm
28

Thu

2
3
Choir practice 6:30 pm

LCAS 6:30 pm

Couples Recovery 6 pm
26

Yoga 11 am
Couples Recovery 6 pm

FAQ about Pledging
Q: What does it mean to make a financial
pledge?
A: Making a financial pledge is promising to give a
specific dollar amount of your financial resources.
Q: Why is pledging important?
A: Pledging is important because it allows you to
reflect on the gifts God has given you and show
your thanks for those gifts by giving back to the
church. There is also a very practical reason:
Each year we create a budget based on the total
income we expect to receive the next year
(pledges). The budget is the foundation for
planning for the next year’s events.
Q: What are the areas I can pledge to?
A: We have three pledging accounts – operating,
outreach and general capital. Pledges to the
operating fund help to pay for the day-to-day
expenses of the church including utilities and
salaries. Outreach pledges are used to help
support outreach efforts in the wider community
and world. Pledges to the general capital fund are
used for to buy, maintain, or improve the church’s
fixed assets, such as buildings, vehicles,
equipment, or land and when money is used
towards extending the useful life of an existing
asset.
Q: Who should make a financial pledge to the
church?
A: Everyone! Even if you are not a member of First
Congregational Church, you can still pledge. It
takes the help of everyone in the church to allow
us to function and do God’s work.

Financial Update: As of 9/22/19, 24% of our
pledging units (people who have pledged for
2019) are behind on their pledges to Operating,
accounting for $3,254.96. PLEASE review your
quarterly giving statement when you receive it
and contact Linda Matis if you have any
questions.

Our Church Budget: Where the
money comes from and goes to

Income
Pledges
Anticipated
Sunday School
Loose Offerings
Interest/Dividends
Rental Income
Fundraisers

Pledges account for 73% of our current
income budget.

Expense
Building &
Maintenance
Christian Ed
Finance & Misc.

PLEDGE CARDS FOR 2020
ARE DUE BEFORE OR ON
NOVEMBER 13.
If you have any questions about pledging or
the church’s financial reports, please contact
Linda Matis, financial secretary,
or a member of the Board of Trustees.

Minister's Salary
Office Expense
Worship &
Supplies

