June 2020
Pastor
Rev. Arik Borstad
Director, Christian
Education
Mary Karlovec
Music Director
Barb Habecker
Moderator
Roy Dreger
Vice-Moderator
Nancy Franks
Co-Chairs, Christian
Education
Kelsey Veliconia
Renee Dornan
Co-Chairs, Deacons
Diana Goode
Chair, Outreach
Nancy Franks
Chair, Trustees
Jack Fitts
Treasurer, Secretary
Linda Matis

From the Pastor’s Pen
By the time you are reading this, Allison and I will
either have just welcomed our son, Leo Robert Borstad, into
the world or we are anxiously awaiting his delivery at any
moment. To be sure, this second time around we are
certainly less stressed about what to expect and how to care for this new life
that has been entrusted to us, but this second time around comes with its
own share of challenges. What does it mean to bring a child into the world
in the midst of a pandemic? Will Leo and Sage get along? With social
distancing and isolation as the norm, does that mean we won’t have
grandparents around to help out during these first difficult weeks? So in
some ways, things are easier… but in other ways, this birth presents a whole
new set of challenges we have never faced before.
In many ways I see that what we are facing as a church right now
closely resembles what my family is facing this month. While we are a few
months into our virtual worship service and are starting to get the hang of
things, we are still facing unique challenges as our country begins to lift
some of the restrictions that have been in place. That being said, even
though restrictions around us might be lessening, we are going to be
continuing our virtual worship services through the month of June.
This decision was made unanimously by the council, and we will not be
considering returning to in-person worship until we have seen three weeks of
continuous decreases in the number of COVID-19 cases for both Ohio and
for Lorain County. You can find the data for Lorain County at
https://www.loraincountyhealth.com/data
Additionally, we are trying to face the new challenges that this type of
worship service brings. We recognize that not everyone has access to a
computer to watch our worship services, but we are trying to work on a
solution for those who still want to view the services. If you are someone
who wants to watch our worship services every week but currently
do not have the ability to do so, please reach out and contact the
office and let us know. We will be exploring ways to address this problem
and will reach out to you when we have a plan in place.
All this being said, while we are learning how to better adapt to this
virtual-worship environment, we do see that there are still unique challenges
we must overcome as a congregation. Like having a second child, we may

have gotten a basic handle of things, but there
are new obstacles that we will try to address as
best we are able.
It the midst of this difficult time and as
the future remains uncertain, it is my hope that
you know that you are loved and are not alone.
The God who created you remains with you,
even in the darkness and your faith family is
here for you to help however we can. Do not
lose hope, my friends. The promise of our faith
is that we know the night does not last forever
and we will one day glimpse the beauty of
morning as it breaks forth into the world. So let
us continue to support one another however we
can as we traverse this dark night together.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Arik
Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger
I don't know about you, but I am really
tired of hearing and reading about
“unprecedented” times. Likewise “unusual,
uncommon, unparalleled and unknown” times. I
am really looking forward to times that are
normal, everyday, predictable and routine. I
know they will come, but I am restless and
certainly not feeling very patient.
And then I look out the back window. I
see the woods greening up as they always do
this time of year; sometimes faster, sometimes
slower, but the same pattern year after year. I
see the birds gathering small bits of grass and
fluff to make their nests, just as always. The
squirrels are checking the ground under the bird
feeders for seeds that have fallen, the same as
they have since the bird feeders were first put
up. The natural world, it would seem, has
achieved its seasonal progress, just as it always
has.
The rhythms of nature are as they should
be. I see all this and I know that everything will
be as God has planned. And I feel better for a
while.
Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec
June is usually the month that I release a
sigh of relief. School is over, vacation months

are upon us and the hectic nine months of
September through May are behind us. Our
summer programming is more low key and we
can do many outdoor events. It also gives me
time to start preparing for the upcoming year.
But as you know, 2020 has been anything but
predictable. Within the blink of an eye, we had
to change course and venture into a whole new
concept of church. There have been MANY
changes, feelings of loss and frustration with the
new normal and uncertainty. Many people have
questioned repeatedly, “When will we have
church again?” I can tell you with CERTAINTY,
church continues to be there, just not in the
mortar and brick yellow building on Center Ridge
Road.
Over the last three months we have
worshiped together, prayed together, had coffee
hour together, had many, many conversations,
meeting and events. It has just taken on a new
format via the internet as well as two tried and
true formats, the telephone and US Postal
system. Over the last months Sunday morning
worship has meant gathering together on
Facebook and literally passing the peace in the
comments section. Most of our congregation
has taken on the task of calling members and
friends to check in. Hundreds of cards have
traveled through the mail to let these same
people know we are thinking of them. I know
that the Christian Education Board and families
have worked hard to help make this happen.
But we have also found other ways to connect.
Sunday School teachers are offering ZOOM
meetings to gather the kids together to stay
connected. In May we had a ZOOM family
“Minute to Win It” online competition so families
could stay connected. My favorite by far was
our family car parade to visit 15 members of our
congregation with loud horns honking, waves,
posters, cookies and smiles. My heart was
overflowing when we completed that event. As
a congregation we have risen to the CHALLENGE
because WE ARE THE CHURCH! I know that we
miss the actual physical presence of being
together and when that day comes when we can
gather together again, it will be a wonderful day
of celebration!

But for now we need to continue to BE
THE CHURCH! The Board of Christian Education
will be sponsoring another social distancing
parade in June. Come join us! We will also be
doing a ZOOM family scavenger hunt and
continue with chances for our kids to gather
together through ZOOM. If you have a
suggestion of something you would like us to try
and plan, please let me know. Continue to stay
connected through calls, mail and even the
internet. Be looking for emails about upcoming
events and please join us!
Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks
Pastor Arik has been doing a great job
bringing church services to all of us via
Facebook and the internet. A big thank you to
our organist Barb, member in discernment
Matthew, and CE director Mary as well. They
help to bring us normalcy in the midst of chaos.
We have also seen and heard a few lay persons
providing readings for us. It’s all very inspiring
to have our whole church join together to keep
the rhythms of worship beating for everyone.
I have spoken with Heather, director of
Community Care, who, along with co-director
Daphne, has been handling all of the food
distribution for their clients during
this time of special needs and they
have assured us that everyone is
being taken care of. Heather did
ask that instead of collecting and
dropping off actual items for our
food drive (which was being
planned for July) that we donate
money so Community Care can
continue to purchase “already
sanitized” products specifically purchased for
their clients and delivered directly to NRCC for
distribution. This system is working very well
for them. Later in the season fresh veggies will
become available. There will be a summer kids
lunch program lasting 10 weeks from June
through August and will be handled in this same
manner. Monetary donations through our
church will gladly be accepted and passed on to
Community Care. When you send in your
offering, include a donation for Community Care

and mark your envelope as such so the financial
secretary knows where it should go. Thank you
in advance for your generosity! Remember, God
loves a cheerful giver!
The monthly Hospitality with a Heart
community outreach meals have not been
offered since the church has not been open and
according to the governor, we cannot yet
congregate with any more than 10 persons
safely. We as a church have been trying to
comply with these requests. Please read the
special ALERT found later in this
newsletter to help us solve another
dilemma regarding this important
program.
Food for thought: My brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it
nothing but joy, because you know that the testing
of your faith produces endurance; and let endurance
have its full effect, so that you may be mature and
complete, lacking in nothing. James 1:2-4 NRSV

Inside the Trustees – Chris Dlugosz
Rain, cold temperatures, snow, 75
degrees and sunny….. May in Cleveland is
back! Summer is fighting back, trying to get to
us. I think you would all agree that this year we
really need summer to get to us ASAP! Every
pseudo-summery day, I see people outside
walking, playing games in their driveways,
talking to their neighbors, sitting on their
porches, trying to get the good weather to
stay. It is safe to say we all would like to get
out of our houses, if only to wander around our
backyards. I have never looked forward to
mulching this much in my life! With things
slowly reopening, it is a time to watch and hope
that the worst is over.
The Trustees have been in a holding
pattern for a while now. We are hoping to have
the back doors installed at the church soon, as
the company we are working with was also
waiting on things to change. Other things are
still in waiting until things get more settled.
Until then, look out for one another, stay safe,
and stay connected!

Deacons’ Desk – Kurt Dornan
“Dr. Kurt’s Corner”
Given all of the concern about COVID-19, I
wanted to share with the congregation a very
simple illustration highlighting the importance of
wearing a mask (any type of mask) during this
time.

Parish Nurse’s Notes – Karen Dreger
I miss you all! I'm missing contact with
my family, as many of you are also. I hope you
all are practicing the safety protocols to keep
yourself safe and others, too. Roy and I are in
the high risk group (it feels weird to say that) as
are many others in our congregation. We're
learning how to order groceries on line and
doing doctor’s visits on the phone with fair
results.
This would be an excellent time to write
your church story. Please send your story, long
or short, to the church office for the Anniversary
Committee. This is also a good time to send a
letter to a friend or relative. I've sent
homemade cards with silly jokes inside to my

grandchildren. There are many church
members that would appreciate a note or a
phone call.
In this unique time a new kind of
connectedness is happening. People are finding
ways to say "Thank you, we appreciate you,
things will get better"; signs, posters, chalk art,
songs of hope, new ways to lift the human spirit
are being created. The family across the street
made us a heart from melted beads with a note
and put it in our mailbox. We hung the heart on
our lamp post.
We look forward to the church's live
stream Sunday service while we wait for the
right time to get together in person. If anyone
needs help or has questions or wants to share
their thoughts, reach out and call the church
office on Mondays, Pastor Arik, or any of the
deacons.
Keep the faith, Jesus loves you! Have
some chocolate. Peace.
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Elizabeth says “hi!”

Mikey & Andrea deliver some love to Pat.

Jenn, Abby & Millie share goodies with Skip & Linda.

Hi Krista & Harvey!

Shirley & Andy are happy to see Tracy & Jillian.

Thank you, Mary and everyone who took part!

Just a note to say…
say
THANK YOU for the drive-by on May 17 and for
my gifts that were completely unexpected - had I
known I would have been waiting at the street! I
miss my church family who mean so much to me and
are my friends. Most of my activities involved them
and that is all gone for the moment - but we will rise
again and be more aware and knowledgeable of our
surroundings. – Pat Kyle

David and I are doing well. He wants to go out to eat
daily and doesn't understand the whole situation. We
are managing with the help of our family. Miss our
church family. Hope to see everyone soon. Love to
everyone, Mary & David Ireland

Hello everyone! I miss you all very much! I would
love to talk with you and give each of you a hug!
Take care and stay well! It may be a while before we
can be together safely but it will be a joyous
celebration! – Diana (Goode)

We miss all of you, our loving church family. God
will be with us through all of these times. – Skip and
Linda (Spayd)

My drive by birthday surprise (on May 21) brought
so many friends to our doorstep that it made Ann and
I realize just how much we missed our church
associations. Pastor’s Sunday sermons help bring us
closer to the church but it will never be the same as
being there. – Bob and Ann Olesen.

Greetings from the Franks. Great big thank you to
the May 17th caravan of greeters! You guys were
awesome! Loved the “Miss You” sign—Back at
you! Stay well. God is watching over us. – Bob and
Nancy

Hello, everyone. Really miss seeing and catching up
on things with all of you. Be healthy and safe. Jerry
Henson

I wanted to go jogging, but Proverbs 28:1 says "the
wicked run when no one is chasing them." Sending
love and humor from The Smokers! (Tracy, Matt,
Jillian, Sebastian)

Loving wishes to all my friends at church. Miss you
all and I' m looking forward to us being together
again on Sunday mornings. Want to say thanks to all
who were in the parade on May 17. It was great!! –
Vonnie (Packard)

Sending a HUGE THANK YOU to my loving and
kind church family for the incredible number of
phone calls, Facebook responses, greeting cardsespecially the cards made by the children, and the
many prayers sent on our behalf, along with the
many, many birthday wishes! Dolores & Joe Pesch

Thinking of all of you often. Miss everyone. Stay
safe, stay healthy! Blessings to all 'til we meet again.
John and Lynne Petroff

My sincere thanks for all the beautiful cards, prayers
and calls since my automobile accident. Healing is
slow, but moving in the right direction. Stay safe,
stay well, I miss you all. Love, Sallie Sasse

Hello, everyone! Miss and love you all! Vi Elrod

ALERT!!
Monthly community outreach meals to end if new coordinator(s) not found.
The Hospitality with a Heart project at our church will end unless we can bring
responsible leaders in to take over before the coronavirus quarantine is over and
meals have begun again.
We need younger, energetic people to be the next generation of the hospitality meal
staff. Most of us who have been volunteering for these monthly meals are in our upper
70’s, 80’s and some 90’s. This group has been in service for many years and we find
ourselves needing to step aside because of age and health issues.
If you feel moved to answer the call to head up this monthly service project or have
any questions, please call Edie Phillips at 440-935-4115 or the church office at 440-3272921 and let them know your thoughts. Should you accept this position, your
commitment needs to be unconditional as a lot of people depend on this monthly
meal for themselves and family. Please prayerfully consider this decision. God will
help you as He knows you and the direction He wants you to go.

